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JOB
I. PROLOGUE
Job 1
Job’s Wealth and Piety. 1 In the land of Uz there was a blameless and upright man named
Job, who feared God and avoided evil. 2 Seven sons and three daughters were born to him; 3 and
he had seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred
she-asses, and a great number of work animals, so that he was greater than any of the men of the
East. 4 His sons used to take turns giving feasts, sending invitations to their three sisters to eat
and drink with them. 5 And when each feast had run its course, Job would send for them and
sanctify them, rising early and offering holocausts for every one of them. For Job said, “It may
be that my sons have sinned and blasphemed God in their hearts.” This Job did habitually.
6 One day, when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, Satan also
came among them. 7 And the LORD said to Satan, “Whence do you come?” Then Satan
answered the LORD and said, “From roaming the earth and patrolling it.” 8 And the LORD said
to Satan, “Have you noticed my servant Job, and that there is no one on earth like him, blameless
and upright, fearing God and avoiding evil?” 9 But Satan answered the LORD and said, “Is it for
nothing that Job is God-fearing? 10 Have you not surrounded him and his family and all that he
has with your protection? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his livestock are spread
over the land. 11 But now put forth your hand and touch anything that he has, and surely he will
blaspheme you to your face.” 12 And the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your
power; only do not lay a hand upon his person.” So Satan went forth from the presence of the
LORD.
The First Trial. 13 And so one day, while his sons and his daughters were eating and
drinking wine in the house of their eldest brother, 14 a messenger came to Job and said, “The
oxen were plowing and the asses grazing beside them, 15 and the Sabeans carried them off in a
raid. They put the herdsmen to the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you.” 16 While he was
yet speaking, another came and said, “Lightning has fallen from heaven and struck the sheep and
their shepherds and consumed them; and I alone have escaped to tell you.” 17 While he was yet
speaking, another came and said, “The Chaldeans formed three columns, seized the camels,
carried them off, and put those tending them to the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you.”
18 While he was yet speaking, another came and said, “Your sons and daughters were eating and
drinking wine in the house of their eldest brother, 19 when suddenly a great wind came across
the desert and smote the four corners of the house. It fell upon the young people and they are
dead; and I alone have escaped to tell you.” 20 Then Job began to tear his cloak and cut off his
hair. He cast himself prostrate upon the ground, 21 and said,
“Naked I came forth from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I go back again.
The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD!”
22 In all this Job did not sin, nor did he say anything disrespectful of God.
Job 2
The Second Trial. 1 Once again the sons of God came to present themselves before the
LORD, and Satan also came with them. 2 And the LORD said to Satan, “Whence do you come?”
And Satan answered the LORD and said, “From roaming the earth and patrolling it.” 3 And the
LORD said to Satan, “Have you noticed my servant Job, and that there is no one on earth like
him, faultless and upright, fearing God and avoiding evil? He still holds fast to his innocence
although you incited me against him to ruin him without cause.” 4 And Satan answered the
LORD and said, “Skin for skin! All that a man has will he give for his life. 5 But now put forth
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your hand and touch his bone and his flesh, and surely he will blaspheme you to your face.” 6
And the LORD said to Satan, “He is in your power; only spare his life.” 7 So Satan went forth
from the presence of the LORD and smote Job with severe boils from the soles of his feet to the
crown of his head. 8 And he took a potsherd to scrape himself, as he sat among the ashes. 9 Then
his wife said to him, “Are you still holding to your innocence? Curse God and die.” 10 But he
said to her, “Are even you going to speak as senseless women do? We accept good things from
God; and should we not accept evil?” Through all this, Job said nothing sinful.
Job’s Three Friends. 11 Now when three of Job’s friends heard of all the misfortune that
had come upon him, they set out each one from his own place: Eliphaz from Teman, Bildad from
Shuh, and Zophar from Naamath. They met and journeyed together to give him sympathy and
comfort. 12 But when, at a distance, they lifted up their eyes and did not recognize him, they
began to weep aloud; they tore their cloaks and threw dust upon their heads. 13 Then they sat
down upon the ground with him seven days and seven nights, but none of them spoke a word to
him; for they saw how great was his suffering.
III. FIRST CYCLE OF SPEECHES
Job 3
Job’s Plaint. 1 After this, Job opened his mouth and cursed his day. 2 Job spoke out and
said:
3 Perish the day on which I was born, the night when they said, “The child is a boy!”
4 May that day be darkness: let not God above call for it, nor light shine upon it!
5 May darkness and gloom claim it, clouds settle upon it, the blackness of night affright it!
6 May obscurity seize that day; let it not occur among the days of the year, nor enter into the
count of the months!
7 May that night be barren; let no joyful outcry greet it!
8 Let them curse it who curse the sea, the appointed disturbers of Leviathan!
9 May the stars of its twilight be darkened; may it look for daylight, but have none, nor gaze on
the eyes of the dawn,
10 Because it kept not shut the doors of the womb to shield my eyes from trouble!
11 Why did I not perish at birth, come forth from the womb and expire?
16 Or why was I not buried away like an untimely birth, like babes that have never seen the
light?
12 Wherefore did the knees receive me? or why did I suck at the breasts?
13 For then I should have lain down and been tranquil; had I slept, I should then have been at
rest
14 With kings and counselors of the earth who built where now there are ruins
15 Or with princes who had gold and filled their houses with silver.
17 There the wicked cease from troubling, there the weary are at rest.
18 There the captives are at ease together, and hear not the voice of the slave driver.
19 Small and great are there the same, and the servant is free from his master.
20 Why is light given to the toilers, and life to the bitter in spirit?
21 They wait for death and it comes not; they search for it rather than for hidden treasures,
22 Rejoice in it exultingly, and are glad when they reach the grave:
23 Men whose path is hidden from them, and whom God has hemmed in!
24 For sighing comes more readily to me than food, and my groans well forth like water.
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25 For what I fear overtakes me, and what I shrink from comes upon me.
26 I have no peace nor ease; I have no rest, for trouble comes!
Job 4
Eliphaz’s First Speech. 1 Then spoke Eliphaz the Temanite, who said:
2 If someone attempts a word with you, will you mind? For how can anyone refrain from
speaking?
3 Behold, you have instructed many, and have made firm their feeble hands.
4 Your words have upheld the stumbler; you have strengthened his faltering knees.
5 But now that it comes to you, you are impatient; when it touches yourself, you are dismayed.
6 Is not your piety a source of confidence, and your integrity of life your hope?
7 Reflect now, what innocent person perishes?
Since when are the upright destroyed?
8 As I see it, those who plow for mischief and sow trouble, reap the same.
9 By the breath of God they perish, and by the blast of his wrath they are consumed.
10 Though the lion roars, though the king of beasts cries out, yet the teeth of the young lions are
broken;
11 The old lion perishes for lack of prey, and the cubs of the lioness are scattered.
12 For a word was stealthily brought to me, and my ear caught a whisper of it.
13 In my thoughts during visions of the night, when deep sleep falls on men,
14 Fear came upon me, and shuddering, that terrified me to the bones.
15 Then a spirit passed before me, and the hair of my flesh stood up.
16 It paused, but its likeness I could not discern; a figure was before my eyes, and I heard a still
voice:
17 “Can a man be righteous as against God? Can a mortal be blameless against his Maker?
18 Lo, he puts no trust in his servants, and with his angels he can find fault.
19 How much more with those that dwell in houses of clay, whose foundation is in the dust, who
are crushed more easily than the moth!
20 Morning or evening they may be shattered; with no heed paid to it, they perish forever.
21 The pegs of their tent are plucked up; they die without knowing wisdom.”
Job 5
1 Call now! Will anyone respond to you?
To which of the holy ones will you appeal?
2 Nay, impatience kills the fool and indignation slays the simpleton.
3 I have seen a fool spreading his roots, but his household suddenly decayed.
4 His children shall be far from safety; they shall be crushed at the gate without a rescuer.
5 What they have reaped the hungry shall eat up; (or God shall take it away by blight;) and the
thirsty shall swallow their substance.
6 For mischief comes not out of the earth, nor does trouble spring out of the ground;
7 But man himself begets mischief, as sparks fly upward.
8 In your place, I would appeal to God, and to God I would state my plea.
10 He gives rain upon the earth and sends water upon the fields;
11 He sets up on high the lowly, and those who mourn he exalts to safety.
12 He frustrates the plans of the cunning, so that their hands achieve no success;
13 He catches the wise in their own ruses, and the designs of the crafty are routed.
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14 They meet with darkness in the daytime, and at noonday they grope as though it were night.
15 But the poor from the edge of the sword and from the hand of the mighty, he saves.
16 Thus the unfortunate have hope, and iniquity closes her mouth.
17 Happy is the man whom God reproves!
The Almighty’s chastening do not reject.
18 For he wounds, but he binds up; he smites, but his hands give healing.
19 Out of six troubles he will deliver you, and at the seventh no evil shall touch you.
20 In famine he will deliver you from death, and in war from the threat of the sword;
21 From the scourge of the tongue you shall be hidden, and shall not fear approaching ruin.
22 At destruction and want you shall laugh; the beasts of the earth you need not dread.
23 You shall be in league with the stones of the field, and the wild beasts shall be at peace with
you.
24 And you shall know that your tent is secure; taking stock of your household, you shall miss
nothing.
25 You shall know that your descendants are many, and your offspring as the grass of the earth.
26 You shall approach the grave in full vigor, as a shock of grain comes in at its season.
27 Lo, this we have searched out; so it is! This we have heard, and you should know.
Job 6
Job’s First Reply. 1 Then Job answered and said:
2 Ah, could my anguish but be measured and my calamity laid with it in the scales,
3 They would now outweigh the sands of the sea! Because of this I speak without restraint.
4 For the arrows of the Almighty pierce me, and my spirit drinks in their poison; the terrors of
God are arrayed against me.
5 Does the wild ass bray when he has grass? Does the ox low over his fodder?
6 Can a thing insipid be eaten without salt? Is there flavor in the white of an egg?
7 I refuse to touch them; they are loathsome food to me.
8 Oh, that I might have my request, and that God would grant what I long for:
9 Even that God would decide to crush me, that he would put forth his hand and cut me off!
10 Then I should still have consolation and could exult through unremitting pain, because I have
not transgressed the commands of the Holy One.
11 What strength have I that I should endure, and what is my limit that I should be patient?
12 Have I the strength of stones, or is my flesh of bronze?
13 Have I no helper, and has advice deserted me?
14 A friend owes kindness to one in despair, though he have forsaken the fear of the Almighty.
15 My brethren are undependable as a brook, as watercourses that run dry in the wadies;
16 Though they may be black with ice, and with snow heaped upon them,
17 Yet once they flow, they cease to be; in the heat, they disappear from their place.
18 Caravans turn aside from their routes; they go into the desert and perish.
19 The caravans of Tema search, the companies of Sheba have hopes;
20 They are disappointed, though they were confident; they come there and are frustrated.
21 It is thus that you have now become for me; you see a terrifying thing and are afraid.
22 Have I asked you to give me anything, to offer a gift for me from your possessions,
23 Or to deliver me from the enemy, or to redeem me from oppressors?
24 Teach me, and I will be silent; prove to me wherein I have erred.
25 How agreeable are honest words; yet how unconvincing is your argument!
26 Do you consider your words as proof, but the sayings of a desperate man as wind?
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27 You would even cast lots for the orphan, and would barter away your friend!
28 Come, now, give me your attention; surely I will not lie to your face.
29 Think it over; let there be no injustice.
Think it over; I still am right.
30 Is there insincerity on my tongue, or cannot my taste discern falsehood?
Job 7
1 Is not man’s life on earth a drudgery?
Are not his days those of a hireling?
2 He is a slave who longs for the shade, a hireling who waits for his wages.
3 So I have been assigned months of misery, and troubled nights have been told off for me.
4 If in bed I say, “When shall I arise?” then the night drags on; I am filled with restlessness until
the dawn.
5 My flesh is clothed with worms and scabs; my skin cracks and festers;
6 My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle; they come to an end without hope.
7 Remember that my life is like the wind; I shall not see happiness again.
8 The eye that now sees me shall no more behold me; as you look at me, I shall be gone.
9 As a cloud dissolves and vanishes, so he who goes down to the nether world shall come up no
more.
10 He shall not again return to his house; his place shall know him no more.
11 My own utterance I will not restrain; I will speak in the anguish of my spirit; I will complain
in the bitterness of my soul.
12 Am I the sea, or a monster of the deep, that you place a watch over me?
Why have you set me up as an object of attack; or why should I be a target for you?
13 When I say, “My bed shall comfort me, my couch shall ease my complaint,”
14 Then you affright me with dreams and with visions terrify me,
15 So that I should prefer choking and death rather than my pains.
16 I waste away: I cannot live forever; let me alone, for my days are but a breath.
17 What is man, that you make much of him, or pay him any heed?
18 You observe him with each new day and try him at every moment!
19 How long will it be before you look away from me, and let me alone long enough to swallow
my spittle?
20 Though I have sinned, what can I do to you, O watcher of men?
21 Why do you not pardon my offense, or take away my guilt?
For soon I shall lie down in the dust; and should you seek me I shall then be gone.
Job 8
Bildad’s First Speech. 1 Bildad the Shuhite spoke out and said:
2 How long will you utter such things?
The words from your mouth are like a mighty wind!
3 Does God pervert judgment, and does the Almighty distort justice?
4 If your children have sinned against him and he has left them in the grip of their guilt,
5 Still, if you yourself have recourse to God and make supplication to the Almighty,
6 Should you be blameless and upright, surely now he will awake for you and restore your
rightful domain;
7 Your former state will be of little moment, for in time to come you will flourish indeed.
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8 If you inquire of the former generations, and give heed to the experience of the fathers
9 (As we are but of yesterday and have no knowledge, because our days on earth are but a
shadow),
10 Will they not teach you and tell you and utter their words of understanding?
11 Can the papyrus grow up without mire?
Can the reed grass flourish without water?
12 While it is yet green and uncut, it withers quicker than any grass.
13 So is the end of everyone who forgets God, and so shall the hope of the godless man perish.
14 His confidence is but a gossamer thread and his trust is a spider’s web.
15 He shall rely upon his family, but it shall not last; he shall cling to it, but it shall not endure.
16 He is full of sap before sunrise, and beyond his garden his shoots go forth;
17 About a heap of stones are his roots entwined; among the rocks he takes hold.
18 Yet if one tears him from his place, it will disown him: “I have never seen you!”
19 There he lies rotting beside the road, and out of the soil another sprouts.
20 Behold, God will not cast away the upright; neither will he take the hand of the wicked.
21 Once more will he fill your mouth with laughter, and your lips with rejoicing.
22 They that hate you shall be clothed with shame, and the tent of the wicked shall be no more.
Job 9
Job’s Second Reply. 1 Then Job answered and said:
2 I know well that it is so; but how can a man be justified before God?
3 Should one wish to contend with him, he could not answer him once in a thousand times.
4 God is wise in heart and mighty in strength; who has withstood him and remained unscathed?
5 He removes the mountains before they know it; he overturns them in his anger.
6 He shakes the earth out of its place, and the pillars beneath it tremble.
7 He commands the sun, and it rises not; he seals up the stars.
8 He alone stretches out the heavens and treads upon the crests of the sea.
9 He made the Bear and Orion, the Pleiades and the constellations of the south;
10 He does great things past finding out, marvelous things beyond reckoning.
11 Should he come near me, I see him not; should he pass by, I am not aware of him;
12 Should he seize me forcibly, who can say him nay?
Who can say to him, “What are you doing?”
13 He is God and he does not relent; the helpers of Rahab bow beneath him.
14 How much less shall I give him any answer, or choose out arguments against him!
15 Even though I were right, I could not answer him, but should rather beg for what was due me.
16 If I appealed to him and he answered my call, I could not believe that he would hearken to my
words;
17 With a tempest he might overwhelm me, and multiply my wounds without cause;
18 He need not suffer me to draw breath, but might fill me with bitter griefs.
19 If it be a question of strength, he is mighty; and if of judgment, who will call him to account?
20 Though I were right, my own mouth might condemn me; were I innocent, he might put me in
the wrong.
21 Though I am innocent, I myself cannot know it; I despise my life.
22 It is all one! therefore I say: Both the innocent and the wicked he destroys.
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23 When the scourge slays suddenly, he laughs at the despair of the innocent.
24 The earth is given into the hands of the wicked; he covers the faces of its judges.
If it is not he, who then is it?
25 My days are swifter than a runner, they flee away; they see no happiness;
26 They shoot by like skiffs of reed, like an eagle swooping upon its prey.
27 If I say: I will forget my complaining, I will lay aside my sadness and be of good cheer,
28 Then I am in dread of all my pains; I know that you will not hold me innocent.
29 If I must be accounted guilty, why then should I strive in vain?
30 If I should wash myself with snow and cleanse my hands with lye,
31 Yet you would plunge me in the ditch, so that my garments would abhor me.
32 For he is not a man like myself, that I should answer him, that we should come together in
judgment.
33 Would that there were an arbiter between us, who could lay his hand upon us both 34 and
withdraw his rod from me.
Would that his terrors did not frighten me; that I might speak without being afraid of him.
Since this is not the case with me, 10:1 I loathe my life.
Job 10
I will give myself up to complaint; I will speak from the bitterness of my soul.
2 I will say to God: Do not put me in the wrong!
Let me know why you oppose me.
3 Is it a pleasure for you to oppress, to spurn the work of your hands, and smile on the plan of the
wicked?
4 Have you eyes of flesh?
Do you see as man sees?
5 Are your days as the days of a mortal, and are your years as a man’s lifetime,
6 That you seek for guilt in me and search after my sins,
7 Even though you know that I am not wicked, and that none can deliver me out of your hand?
8 Your hands have formed me and fashioned me; will you then turn and destroy me?
9 Oh, remember that you fashioned me from clay!
Will you then bring me down to dust again?
10 Did you not pour me out as milk, and thicken me like cheese?
11 With skin and flesh you clothed me, with bones and sinews knit me together.
12 Grace and favor you granted me, and your providence has preserved my spirit.
13 Yet these things you have hidden in your heart; I know that they are your purpose:
14 If I should sin, you would keep a watch against me, and from my guilt you would not absolve
me.
15 If I should be wicked, alas for me! if righteous, I dare not hold up my head, filled with
ignominy and sodden with affliction!
16 Should it lift up, you hunt me like a lion: repeatedly you show your wondrous power against
me,
17 You renew your attack upon me and multiply your harassment of me; in waves your troops
come against me.
18 Why then did you bring me forth from the womb?
I should have died and no eye have seen me.
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19 I should be as though I had never lived; I should have been taken from the womb to the grave.
20 Are not the days of my life few?
Let me alone, that I may recover a little
21 Before I go whence I shall not return, to the land of darkness and of gloom,
22 The black, disordered land where darkness is the only light.
Job 11
Zophar’s First Speech. 1 And Zophar the Naamathite spoke out and said:
2 Should not the man of many words be answered, or must the garrulous man necessarily be
right?
3 Shall your babblings keep men silent, and shall you deride and no one give rebuke?
4 Shall you say: “My teaching is pure, and I am clean in your sight”?
5 But oh, that God would speak, and open his lips against you,
6 And tell you that the secrets of wisdom are twice as effective:
So you might learn that God will make you answer for your guilt.
7 Can you penetrate the designs of God?
Dare you vie with the perfection of the Almighty?
8 It is higher than the heavens; what can you do?
It is deeper than the nether world; what can you know?
9 It is longer than the earth in measure, and broader than the sea.
10 If he seize and imprison or call to judgment, who then can say him nay?
11 For he knows the worthlessness of men and sees iniquity; will he then ignore it?
12 Will empty man then gain understanding, and the wild jackass be made docile?
13 If you set your heart aright and stretch out your hands toward him,
14 If you remove all iniquity from your conduct, and let not injustice dwell in your tent,
15 Surely then you may lift up your face in innocence; you may stand firm and unafraid.
16 For then you shall forget your misery, or recall it like waters that have ebbed away.
17 Then your life shall be brighter than the noonday; its gloom shall become as the morning,
18 And you shall be secure, because there is hope; you shall look round you and lie down in
safety, 19 and you shall take your rest with none to disturb.
Many shall entreat your favor, 20 but the wicked, looking on, shall be consumed with envy.
Escape shall be cut off from them, they shall wait to expire.
Job 12
Job’s Third Reply. 1 Then Job replied and said:
2 No doubt you are the intelligent folk, and with you wisdom shall die!
3 But I have intelligence as well as you; for who does not know such things as these?
4 I have become the sport of my neighbors:
“The one whom God answers when he calls upon him,
The just, the perfect man,” is a laughing-stock;
5 The undisturbed esteem my downfall a disgrace such as awaits unsteady feet;
6 Yet the tents of robbers are prosperous, and those who provoke God are secure.
7 But now ask the beasts to teach you, and the birds of the air to tell you;
8 Or the reptiles on earth to instruct you, and the fish of the sea to inform you.
9 Which of all these does not know that the hand of God has done this?
10 In his hand is the soul of every living thing, and the life breath of all mankind.
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11 Does not the ear judge words as the mouth tastes food?
12 So with old age is wisdom, and with length of days understanding.
13 With him are wisdom and might; his are counsel and understanding.
14 If he breaks a thing down, there is no rebuilding; if he imprisons a man, there is no release.
15 He holds back the waters and there is drought; he sends them forth and they overwhelm the
land.
18 He loosens the bonds imposed by kings and leaves but a waistcloth to bind the king’s own
loins.
21 He breaks down the barriers of the streams 19 and lets their never-failing waters flow away.
16 With him are strength and prudence; the misled and the misleaders are his.
17 He sends counselors away barefoot, and of judges he makes fools.
20 He silences the trusted adviser, and takes discretion from the aged.
22 The recesses of the darkness he discloses, and brings the gloom forth to the light.
23 He makes nations great and he destroys them; he spreads peoples abroad and he abandons
them.
24 He takes understanding from the leaders of the land, 25 till they grope in the darkness
without light; he makes them stagger like drunken men.
Job 13
1 Lo, all this my eye has seen; my ear has heard and perceived it.
2 What you know, I also know; I fall not short of you.
3 But I would speak with the Almighty; I wish to reason with God.
4 You are glossing over falsehoods and offering vain remedies, every one of you!
5 Oh, that you would be altogether silent!
This for you would be wisdom.
6 Hear now the rebuke I shall utter and listen to the reproof from my lips.
7 Is it for God that you speak falsehood?
Is it for him that you utter deceit?
8 Is it for him that you show partiality?
Do you play advocate on behalf of God?
9 Will it be well when he shall search you out?
Would you impose on him as one does on men?
10 He will openly rebuke you if even in secret you show partiality.
11 Surely will his majesty affright you and the dread of him fall upon you.
12 Your reminders are ashy maxims, your fabrications are mounds of clay.
13 Be silent, let me alone! that I may speak and give vent to my feelings.
14 I will carry my flesh between my teeth, and take my life in my hand.
15 Slay me though he might, I will wait for him; I will defend my conduct before him.
16 And this shall be my salvation, that no impious man can come into his presence.
17 Pay careful heed to my speech, and give my statement a hearing.
18 Behold, I have prepared my case, I know that I am in the right.
19 If anyone can make a case against me, then I shall be silent and die.
20 These things only do not use against me, then from your presence I need not hide:
21 Withdraw your hand far from me, and let not the terror of you frighten me.
22 Then call me, and I will respond; or let me speak first, and answer me.
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23 What are my faults and my sins?
My misdeeds and my sins make known to me!
24 Why do you hide your face and consider me your enemy?
25 Will you harass a wind-driven leaf, or pursue a withered straw?
26 For you draw up bitter indictments against me, and punish in me the faults of my youth.
27 You put my feet in the stocks; you watch all my paths and trace out all my footsteps.
Job 14
1 Man born of woman is short-lived and full of trouble,
2 Like a flower that springs up and fades, swift as a shadow that does not abide.
3 Upon such a one will you cast your eyes so as to bring him into judgment before you,
13:28 Though he wears out like a leather bottle, like a garment that the moth has consumed?
4 Can a man be found who is clean of defilement?
There is none, 5 however short his days.
You know the number of his months; you have fixed the limit which he cannot pass.
6 Look away from him and let him be, while, like a hireling, he completes his day.
7 For a tree there is hope, if it be cut down, that it will sprout again and that its tender shoots will
not cease.
8 Even though its root grow old in the earth, and its stump die in the dust,
9 Yet at the first whiff of water it may flourish again and put forth branches like a young plant.
10 But when a man dies, all vigor leaves him; when man expires, where then is he?
11 As when the waters of a lake fail, or a stream grows dry and parches,
12 So men lie down and rise not again.
Till the heavens are no more, they shall not awake, nor be roused out of their sleep.
13 Oh, that you would hide me in the nether world and keep me sheltered till your wrath is past;
would fix a time for me, and then remember me!
14 When a man has died, were he to live again, all the days of my drudgery I would wait,
until my relief should come.
15 You would call, and I would answer you; you would esteem the work of your hands.
16 Surely then you would count my steps, and not keep watch for sin in me.
17 My misdeeds would be sealed up in a pouch, and you would cover over my guilt.
18 But as a mountain falls at last and its rock is moved from its place,
19 As waters wear away the stones and floods wash away the soil of the land, so you destroy the
hope of man.
20 You prevail once for all against him and he passes on; with changed appearance you send him
away.
21 If his sons are honored, he is not aware of it; if they are in disgrace, he does not know about
them.
22 Only his own flesh pains him, and his soul grieves for him.
III. SECOND CYCLE OF SPEECHES
Job 15
Second Speech of Eliphaz. 1 Then Eliphaz the Temanite spoke and said:
2 Should a wise man answer with airy opinions, or puff himself up with wind?
3 Should he argue in speech which does not avail, and in words which are to no profit?
4 You in fact do away with piety, and you lessen devotion toward God,
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5 Because your wickedness instructs your mouth, and you choose to speak like the crafty.
6 Your own mouth condemns you, not I; you own lips refute you.
7 Are you indeed the first-born of mankind, or were you brought forth before the hills?
8 Are you privy to the counsels of God, and do you restrict wisdom to yourself?
9 What do you know that we do not know?
What intelligence have you which we have not?
10 There are gray-haired old men among us more advanced in years than your father.
11 Are the consolations of God not enough for you, and speech that deals gently with you?
12 Why do your notions carry you away, and why do your eyes blink,
13 So that you turn your anger against God and let such words escape your mouth!
14 What is a man that he should be blameless, one born of woman that he should be righteous?
15 If in his holy ones God places no confidence, and if the heavens are not clean in his sight,
16 How much less so is the abominable, the corrupt: man, who drinks in iniquity like water!
17 I will show you, if you listen to me; what I have seen I will tell—
18 What wise men relate and have not contradicted since the days of their fathers,
19 To whom alone the land was given, when no foreigner moved among them.
20 The wicked man is in torment all his days, and limited years are in store for the tyrant;
21 The sound of terrors is in his ears; when all is prosperous, the spoiler comes upon him.
22 He despairs of escaping the darkness, and looks ever for the sword;
23 A wanderer, food for the vultures, he knows that his destruction is imminent.
24 By day the darkness fills him with dread; distress and anguish overpower him.
25 Because he has stretched out his hand against God and bade defiance to the Almighty,
26 One shall rush sternly upon him with the stout bosses of his shield, like a king prepared for
the charge.
27 Because he has blinded himself with his crassness, padding his loins with fat,
28 He shall dwell in ruinous cities, in houses that are deserted,
That are crumbling into clay 29 with no shadow to lengthen over the ground.
He shall not be rich, and his possessions shall not endure; 30 for vain shall be his bartering.
31 A flame shall wither him up in his early growth, and with the wind his blossoms shall
disappear.
32 His stalk shall wither before its time, and his branches shall be green no more.
33 He shall be like a vine that sheds its grapes unripened, and like an olive tree casting off its
bloom.
34 For the breed of the impious shall be sterile, and fire shall consume the tents of extortioners.
35 They conceive malice and bring forth emptiness; they give birth to failure.
Job 16
Job’s Fourth Reply. 1 Then Job answered and said:
2 I have heard this sort of thing many times.
Wearisome comforters are you all!
3 Is there no end to windy words?
Or what sickness have you that you speak on?
4 I also could talk as you do, were you in my place.
I could declaim over you, or wag my head at you;
5 I could strengthen you with talk, or shake my head with silent lips.
6 If I speak, this pain I have will not be checked; if I leave off, it will not depart from me.
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7 But now that I am exhausted and stunned, all my company has closed in on me.
8 As a witness there rises up my traducer, speaking openly against me;
9 I am the prey his wrath assails, he gnashes his teeth against me.
My enemies lord it over me; 10 their mouths are agape to bite me.
They smite me on the cheek insultingly; they are all enlisted against me.
11 God has given me over to the impious; into the clutches of the wicked he has cast me.
12 I was in peace, but he dislodged me; he seized me by the neck and dashed me to pieces.
He has set me up for a target; 13 his arrows strike me from all directions,
He pierces my sides without mercy, he pours out my gall upon the ground.
14 He pierces me with thrust upon thrust; he attacks me like a warrior.
15 I have fastened sackcloth over my skin, and have laid my brow in the dust.
16 My face is inflamed with weeping and there is darkness over my eyes,
17 Although my hands are free from violence, and my prayer is sincere.
18 O earth, cover not my blood, nor let my outcry come to rest!
19 Even now, behold, my witness is in heaven, and my spokesman is on high.
20 My friends it is who wrong me; before God my eyes drop tears,
21 That he may do justice for a mortal in his presence and decide between a man and his
neighbor.
22 For my years are numbered now, and I am on a journey from which I shall not return.
Job 17
1 My spirit is broken, my lamp of life extinguished; my burial is at hand.
2 I am indeed mocked, and, as their provocation mounts, my eyes grow dim.
3 Grant me one to offer you a pledge on my behalf: who is there that will give surety for me?
4 You darken their minds to knowledge; therefore they do not understand.
5 My lot is described as evil, 6 and I am made a byword of the people; their object lesson I have
become.
7 My eye has grown blind with anguish, and all my frame is shrunken to a shadow.
8 Upright men are astonished at this, and the innocent aroused against the wicked.
9 Yet the righteous shall hold to his way, and he who has clean hands increase in strength.
10 But turn now, and come on again; for I shall not find a wise man among you!
11 My days are passed away, my plans are at an end, the cherished purposes of my heart.
12 Such men change the night into day; where there is darkness they talk of approaching light.
13 If I look for the nether world as my dwelling, if I spread my couch in the darkness,
14 If I must call corruption “my father,” and the maggot “my mother” and “my sister,”
15 Where then is my hope, and my prosperity, who shall see?
16 Will they descend with me into the nether world?
Shall we go down together into the dust?
Job 18
Bildad’s Second Speech. 1 Then Bildad the Shuhite replied and said:
2 When will you put an end to words? Reflect, and then we can have discussion.
3 Why are we accounted like the beasts, their equals in your sight?
4 You who tear yourself in your anger, shall the earth be neglected on your account (or the rock
be moved out of its place)?
5 Truly, the light of the wicked is extinguished; no flame brightens his hearth.
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6 The light is darkened in his tent; in spite of him, his lamp goes out.
7 His vigorous steps are hemmed in, and his own counsel casts him down.
8 For he rushes headlong into a net, and he wanders into a pitfall.
9 A trap seizes him by the heel, and a snare lays hold of him.
10 A noose for him is hid on the ground, and the toils for him on the way.
11 On every side terrors affright him; they harry him at each step.
12 Disaster is ready at his side, 13 the first-born of death consumes his limbs.
14 Fiery destruction lodges in his tent, and marches him off to the king of terrors.
He is plucked from the security of his tent; 15 over his abode brimstone is scattered.
16 Below, his roots dry up, and above, his branches wither.
17 His memory perishes from the land, and he has no name on the earth.
18 He is driven from light into darkness, and banished out of the world.
19 He has neither son nor grandson among his people, nor any survior where once he dwelt.
20 They who come after shall be appalled at his fate; they who went before are struck with
horror.
21 So is it then with the dwelling of the impious man, and such is the place of him who knows
not God!
Job 19
Job’s Fifth Reply. 1 Then Job answered and said:
2 How long will you vex my soul, grind me down with words?
3 These ten times you have reviled me, have assailed me without shame!
4 Be it indeed that I am at fault and that my fault remains with me,
5 Even so, if you would vaunt yourselves against me and cast up to me any reproach,
6 Know then that God has dealt unfairly with me, and compassed me round with his net.
7 If I cry out “Injustice!” I am not heard.
I cry for help, but there is no redress.
8 He has barred my way and I cannot pass; he has veiled my path in darkness;
9 He has stripped me of my glory, and taken the diadem from my brow.
10 He breaks me down on every side, and I am gone; my hope he has uprooted like a tree.
11 His wrath he has kindled against me; he counts me among his enemies.
12 His troops advance as one man; they build up their road to attack me, and they encamp
around my tent.
13 My brethren have withdrawn from me, and my friends are wholly estranged.
14 My kinsfolk and companions neglect me, and my guests have forgotten me.
15 Even my handmaids treat me as a stranger; I am an alien in their sight.
16 I call my servant, but he gives no answer, though in my speech I plead with him.
17 My breath is abhorred by my wife; I am loathsome to the men of my family.
18 The young children, too, despise me; when I appear, they speak against me.
19 All my intimate friends hold me in horror; those whom I loved have turned against me!
20 My bones cleave to my skin, and I have escaped with my flesh between my teeth.
21 Pity me, pity me, O you my friends, for the hand of God has struck me!
22 Why do you hound me as though you were divine, and insatiably prey upon me?
23 Oh, would that my words were written down!
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Would that they were inscribed in a record:
24 That with an iron chisel and with lead they were cut in the rock forever!
25 But as for me, I know that my Vindicator lives, and that he will at last stand forth upon the
dust;
27 Whom I myself shall see: my own eyes, not another’s, shall behold him,
26 And from my flesh I shall see God; my inmost being is consumed with longing.
28 But you who say, “How shall we persecute him, seeing that the root of the matter is found in
him?”
29 Be afraid of the sword for yourselves, for these crimes deserve the sword; that you may know
that there is a judgment.
Job 20
Zophar’s Second Speech. 1 Then Zophar the Naamathite spoke and said:
3 A rebuke which puts me to shame I hear, 2 and because of this I am disturbed.
So now my thoughts provide me with an answer, and from my understanding a spirit gives me a
reply.
4 Do you not know this from olden time, since man was placed upon the earth,
5 That the triumph of the wicked is short and the joy of the impious but for a moment?
6 Though his pride mount up to the heavens and his head reach to the clouds,
7 Yet he perishes forever like the fuel of his fire, and the onlookers say, “Where is he?”
8 Like a dream he takes flight and is not found again; he fades away like a vision of the night.
9 The eye which saw him does so no more; nor shall his dwelling again behold him.
11 Though his frame is full of youthful vigor, this shall lie with him in the dust.
12 Though wickedness is sweet in his mouth, and he hides it under his tongue,
13 Though he retains it and will not let it go but keeps it still within his mouth,
14 Yet in his stomach the food shall turn; it shall be venom of asps inside him.
15 The riches he swallowed he shall disgorge; God shall compel his belly to disown them.
16 The poison of asps he shall drink in; the viper’s fangs shall slay him.
17 He shall see no streams of oil, no torrents of honey or milk.
18 Restoring his gains, he shall not enjoy them; though his wealth increases, he shall not rejoice.
19 Because he has oppressed the poor, and stolen a patrimony he had not built up,
21 Therefore his prosperity shall not endure, 10 and his hands shall yield up his riches.
20 Though he has known no quiet in his greed, his treasures shall not save him.
22 When he abounds to overflowing, he shall be brought into straits, and nought shall be left of
his goods.
23 God shall send against him the fury of his wrath and rain down his missiles of war upon him.
24 Should he escape the iron weapon, the bow of bronze shall pierce him through;
25 The dart shall come out of his back; terrors shall fall upon him.
26 Complete darkness is in store for him; the fire which shall consume him needs not to be
fanned.
27 The heavens shall reveal his guilt, and the earth shall rise up against him.
28 The flood shall sweep away his house with the waters that run off in the day of God’s anger.
29 This is the portion of a wicked man, and the heritage appointed him by God.
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Job 21
Job’s Sixth Reply. 1 Then Job said in reply:
2 At least listen to my words, and let that be the consolation you offer.
3 Bear with me while I speak; and after I have spoken, you can mock!
4 Is my complaint toward man?
And why should I not be impatient?
5 Look at me and be astonished, put your hands over your mouths.
6 When I think of it, I am dismayed, and horror takes hold on my flesh.
7 Why do the wicked survive, grow old, become mighty in power?
8 Their progeny is secure in their sight; they see before them their kinsfolk and their offspring.
9 Their homes are safe and without fear, nor is the scourge of God upon them.
10 Their bulls gender without fail; their cows calve and do not miscarry.
11 These folk have infants numerous as lambs, and their children dance.
12 They sing to the timbrel and harp, and make merry to the sound of the flute.
13 They live out their days in prosperity, and tranquilly go down to the nether world.
14 Yet they say to God, “Depart from us, for we have no wish to learn your ways!
15 What is the Almighty that we should serve him?
And what gain shall we have if we pray to him?”
16 If their happiness is not in their own hands and if the counsel of the wicked is repulsive to
God,
17 How often is the lamp of the wicked put out?
How often does destruction come upon them, the portion he allots in his anger?
18 Let them be like straw before the wind, and like chaff which the storm snatches away!
19 May God not store up the man’s misery for his children; let him requite the man himself so
that he feels it,
20 Let his own eyes see the calamity, and the wrath of the Almighty let him drink!
21 For what interest has he in his family after him, when the number of his months is finished?
23 One dies in his full vigor, wholly at ease and content;
24 His figure is full and nourished, and his bones are rich in marrow.
25 Another dies in bitterness of soul, having never tasted happiness.
26 Alike they lie down in the dust, and worms cover them both.
27 Behold, I know your thoughts, and the arguments you rehearse against me.
28 For you say, “Where is the house of the magnate, and where the dwelling place of the
wicked?”
29 Have you not asked the wayfarers and do you not recognize their monuments?
30 Nay, the evil man is spared calamity when it comes; 32 and on the day he is carried to the
grave
31 Who will charge him with his conduct to his face, and for what he has done who will repay
him?
33 Sweet to him are the clods of the valley, and over him the funeral mound keeps watch,
While all the line of mankind follows him, and the countless others who have gone before.
34 How then can you offer me vain comfort, while in your answers perfidy remains?
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IV. THIRD CYCLE OF SPEECHES
Job 22
Eliphaz’s Third Speech. 1 Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said:
2 Can a man be profitable to God?
Though to himself a wise man be profitable!
21:22 Can anyone teach God knowledge, seeing that he judges those on high?
3 Is it of advantage to the Almighty if you are just?
Or is it a gain to him if you make your ways perfect?
4 Is it because of your piety that he reproves you— that he enters with you into judgment?
5 Is not your wickedness manifold?
Are not your iniquities endless?
6 You have unjustly kept your kinsmen’s goods in pawn, left them stripped naked of their
clothing.
7 To the thirsty you have given no water to drink, and from the hungry you have withheld bread;
8 As if the land belonged to the man of might, and only the privileged were to dwell in it.
9 You have sent widows away empty-handed, and the resources of orphans you have destroyed.
10 Therefore snares are round about you, and a sudden terror causes you dismay,
11 Or darkness, in which you cannot see; a deluge of waters covers you.
12 Does not God, in the heights of the heavens, behold the stars, high though they are?
13 Yet you say, “What does God know?
Can he judge through the thick darkness?
14 Clouds hide him so that he cannot see; he walks upon the vault of the heavens!”
15 Do you indeed keep to the ancient way trodden by worthless men,
16 Who were snatched away before their time; whose foundations a flood swept away?
17 These men said to God, “Depart from us!” and, “What can the Almighty do to us?”
18 (Yet he had filled their houses with good things!
But far be from me the mind of the impious!)
19 The just look on and are gladdened, and the innocent deride them:
20 “Truly these have been destroyed where they stood, and such as were left, fire has
consumed!”
21 Come to terms with him to be at peace.
In this shall good come to you:
22 Receive instruction from his mouth, and lay up his words in your heart.
23 If you return to the Almighty, you will be restored; if you put iniquity far from your tent,
24 And treat raw gold like dust, and the fine gold of Ophir as pebbles from the brook,
25 Then the Almighty himself shall be your gold and your sparkling silver.
26 For then you shall delight in the Almighty and you shall lift up your face toward God.
27 You shall entreat him and he will hear you, and your vows you shall fulfill.
28 When you make a decision, it shall succeed for you, and upon your ways the light shall shine.
29 For he brings down the pride of the haughty, but the man of humble mien he saves.
30 God delivers him who is innocent; you shall be delivered through cleanness of hands.
Job 23
Job’s Seventh Reply. 1 Again Job answered and said:
2 Though I know my complaint is bitter, his hand is heavy upon me in my groanings.
3 Oh, that today I might find him, that I might come to his judgment seat!
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4 I would set out my cause before him, and fill my mouth with arguments;
5 I would learn the words with which he would answer, and understand what he would reply to
me.
6 Even should he contend against me with his great power, yet, would that he himself might heed
me!
7 There the upright man might reason with him, and I should once and for all preserve my rights.
8 But if I go to the east, he is not there; or to the west, I cannot perceive him;
9 Where the north enfolds him, I behold him not; by the south he is veiled, and I see him not.
10 Yet he knows my way; if he proved me, I should come forth as gold.
11 My foot has always walked in his steps; his way I have kept and have not turned aside.
12 From the commands of his lips I have not departed; the words of his mouth I have treasured
in my heart.
13 But he had decided, and who can say him nay?
What he desires, that he does.
14 For he will carry out what is appointed for me; and many such things may yet be in his mind.
15 Therefore am I dismayed before him; when I take thought, I fear him.
16 Indeed God has made my courage fail; the Almighty has put me in dismay.
17 Yes, would that I had vanished in darkness, and that thick gloom were before me to conceal
me.
Job 24
1 Why are not times set by the Almighty, and why do his friends not see his days?
2 The wicked remove landmarks; they steal away herds and pasture them.
3 The asses of orphans they drive away; they take the widow’s ox for a pledge.
4 They force the needy off the road; all the poor of the land are driven into hiding.
5 Like wild asses in the desert, these go forth to their task of seeking food;
The steppe provides food for the young among them; 6 they harvest at night in the untilled land.
7 They pass the night naked, without clothing, for they have no covering against the cold;
8 They are drenched with the rain of the mountains, and for want of shelter they cling to the
rock.
11 Between the rows they press out the oil; they glean in the the vineyard of the wicked.
They tread the wine presses, yet suffer thirst, 10 and famished are those who carry the sheaves.
12 From the dust the dying groan, and the souls of the wounded cry out (yet God does not treat it
as unseemly).
13 There are those who are rebels against the light; they know not its ways; they abide not in its
paths.
14 When there is no light the murderer rises, to kill the poor and needy.
15 The eye of the adulterer watches for the twilight; he says, “No eye will see me.”
In the night the thief roams about, and he puts a mask over his face; 16 in the dark he breaks into
houses.
By day they shut themselves in; none of them know the light, 17 for daylight they regard as
darkness.
* * *
The following Verses 18-24 can not be ascribed to Job with any certainty.
18 Their portion in the land is accursed, 20 and wickedness is splintered like wood.
19. 21. ………………………….
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22 To him who rises without assurance of his life 23 he gives safety and support.
He sustains the mighty by his strength, and his eyes are on their ways.
24 They are exalted for a while, and then they are gone; they are laid low and, like all others, are
gathered up; like ears of grain they shrivel.
* * *
25 If this be not so, who will confute me, and reduce my argument to nought?
Job 25
Bildad’s Third Speech. 1 Then Bildad the Shuhite answered and said:
2 Dominion and awesomeness are his who brings about harmony in his heavens.
3 Is there any numbering of his troops?
Yet to which of them does not his light extend?
4 How can a man be just in God’s sight, or how can any woman’s child be innocent?
5 Behold, even the moon is not bright and the stars are not clear in his sight.
6 How much less man, who is but a maggot, the son of man, who is only a worm?
Job 26
Job’s Reply. 1 Then Job spoke again and said:
2 What help you give to the powerless, what strength to the feeble arm!
3 How you counsel, as though he had no wisdom; how profuse is the advice you offer!
4 With whose help have you uttered those words, and whose is the breath that comes forth from
you?
5 The shades beneath writhe in terror, the waters, and their inhabitants.
6 Naked before him is the nether world, and Abaddon has no covering.
7 He stretches out the North over empty space, and suspends the earth over nothing at all;
8 He binds up the waters in his clouds, yet the cloud is not rent by their weight;
9 He holds back the appearance of the full moon by spreading his clouds before it.
10 He has marked out a circle on the surface of the deep as the boundary of light and darkness.
11 The pillars of the heavens tremble and are stunned at his thunderous rebuke;
12 By his power he stirs up the sea, and by his might he crushes Rahab;
13 With his angry breath he scatters the waters, 27:22 and he hurls the lightning against them
relentlessly;
His hand pierces the fugitive dragon as from his hand it strives to flee.
14 Lo, these are but the outlines of his ways, and how faint is the word we hear!
Job 27
Job’s Reply
11 I will teach you the manner of God’s dealings, and the way of the Almighty I will not
conceal.
2 As God lives, who withholds my deserts, the Almighty, who has made bitter my soul,
3 So long as I still have life in me and the breath of God is in my nostrils,
4 My lips shall not speak falsehood, nor my tongue utter deceit!
5 Far be it from me to account you right; till I die I will not renounce my innocence.
6 My justice I maintain and I will not relinquish it; my heart does not reproach me for any of my
days.
7 Let my enemy be as the wicked and my adversary as the unjust!
8 For what can the impious man expect when he is cut off, when God requires his life?
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9 Will God then attend to his cry when calamity comes upon him?
10 Will he then delight in the Almighty and call upon him constantly?
12 Behold, you yourselves have all seen it; why then do you spend yourselves in idle words!
* * *
The following Verses 13-21 can not be ascribed to Job with any certainty.
13 This is the portion of a wicked man from God, the inheritance an oppressor receives from the
Almighty:
14 Though his children be many, the sword is their destiny.
His offspring shall not be filled with bread.
15 His survivors, when they die, shall have no burial, and their widows shall not be mourned.
16 Though he heap up silver like dust and store away mounds of clothing,
17 What he has stored the just man shall wear, and the innocent shall divide the silver.
18 He builds his house as of cobwebs, or like a booth put up by the vine-keeper.
19 He lies down a rich man, one last time; he opens his eyes and nothing remains to him.
20 Terrors rush upon him by day; at night the tempest carries him off.
21 The storm wind seizes him and he disappears; it sweeps him out of his place.
* * *
Job 28
The Inaccessibility of Wisdom
1 There is indeed a mine for silver, and a place for gold which men refine.
2 Iron is taken from the earth, and copper is melted out of stone.
4 ………………………………..
5 The earth, though out of it comes forth bread, is in fiery upheaval underneath.
6 Its stones are the source of sapphires, and there is gold in its dust.
12 But whence can wisdom be obtained, and where is the place of understanding?
13 Man knows nothing to equal it, nor is it to be had in the land of the living.
15 Solid gold cannot purchase it, nor can its price be paid with silver.
16 It cannot be bought with gold of Ophir, with the precious onyx or the sapphire.
17 Gold or crystal cannot equal it, nor can golden vessels reach its worth.
18 Neither coral nor jasper should be thought of; it surpasses pearls and 19 Arabian topaz.
20 Whence, then, comes wisdom, and where is the place of understanding?
21 It is hid from the eyes of any beast; from the birds of the air it is concealed.
7 The path to it no bird of prey knows, nor has the hawk’s eye seen that path.
8 The proud beasts have not trodden it, nor has the lion gone that way.
14 The abyss declares, “It is not in me”; and the sea says, “I have it not.”
22 Abaddon and Death say, “Only by rumor have we heard of it.”
23 God knows the way to it; it is he who is familiar with its place.
24 For he beholds the ends of the earth and sees all that is under the heavens.
3 He has set a boundary for the darkness; to the farthest confines he penetrates.
9 He sets his hand to the flinty rock, and overturns the mountains at their foundations.
10 He splits channels in the rocks; his eyes behold all that is precious.
11 He probes the wellsprings of the streams, and brings hidden things to light.
25 He has weighed out the wind, and fixed the scope of the waters;
26 When he made rules for the rain and a path for the thunderbolts,
27 Then he saw wisdom and appraised it, gave it its setting, knew it through and through.
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28 And to man he said: Behold, the fear of the LORD is wisdom; and avoiding evil is
understanding.
V. JOB’S FINAL SUMMARY OF HIS CASE
Job 29
1 Job took up his theme anew and said;
2 Oh, that I were as in the months past! as in the days when God watched over me,
3 While he kept his lamp shining above my head, and by his light I walked through darkness;
4 As I was in my flourishing days, when God sheltered my tent;
5 When the Almighty was yet with me, and my children were round about me;
6 When my footsteps were bathed in milk, and the rock flowed with streams of oil;
7 When I went forth to the gate of the city and set up my seat in the square8 Then the young men saw me and withdrew, while the elders rose up and stood;
9 The chief men refrained from speaking and covered their mouths with their hands;
10 The voice of the princes was silenced, and their tongues stuck to the roofs of their mouths.
21 For me they listened and waited; they were silent for my counsel.
22 Once I spoke, they said no more, but received my pronouncement drop by drop.
23 They waited for me as for the rain; they drank in my words like the spring rains.
24 When I smiled on them they were reassured; 25 mourners took comfort from my cheerful
glance.
I chose out their way and presided; I took a king’s place in the armed forces.
11 Whoever heard of me blessed me; those who saw me commended me.
12 For I rescued the poor who cried out for help, the orphans, and the unassisted;
13 The blessing of those in extremity came upon me, and the heart of the widow I made joyful.
14 I wore my honesty like a garment; justice was my robe and my turban.
15 I was eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame was I;
16 I was a father to the needy; the rights of the stranger I studied,
17 And I broke the jaws of the wicked man; from his teeth I forced the prey.
18 Then I said: “In my own nest I shall grow old; I shall multiply years like the phoenix.
19 My root is spread out to the waters; the dew rests by night on my branches.
20 My glory is fresh within me, and my bow is renewed in my hand!”
Job 30
1 But now they hold me in derision who are younger in years than I;
Whose fathers I should have disdained to rank with the dogs of my flock.
2 Such strength as they had, to me meant nought; they were utterly destitute.
3 In want and hunger was their lot, they who fled to the parched wastelands:
4 They plucked saltwort and shrubs; the roots of the broom plant were their food.
5 They were banished from among men, with an outcry like that against a thief—
6 To dwell on the slopes of the wadies, in caves of sand and stone;
7 Among the bushes they raised their raucous cry; under the nettles they huddled together.
8 Irresponsible, nameless men, they were driven out of the land.
9 Yet now they sing of me in mockery; I am become a byword among them.
10 They abhor me, they stand aloof from me, they do not hesitate to spit in my face!
11 Indeed, they have loosed their bonds; they lord it over me, and have thrown off restraint in my
presence.
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12 To subvert my paths they rise up; they build their approaches for my ruin.
13 To destroy me, they attack with none to stay them; 14 as through a wide breach they
advance.
Amid the uproar they come on in waves; 15 over me rolls the terror.
My dignity is borne off on the wind, and my welfare vanishes like a cloud.
18 One with great power lays hold of my clothing; by the collar of my tunic he seizes me:
19 He has cast me into the mire; I am leveled with the dust and ashes.
20 I cry to you, but you do not answer me; you stand off and look at me,
21 Then you turn upon me without mercy and with your strong hand you buffet me.
22 You raise me up and drive me before the wind; I am tossed about by the tempest.
23 Indeed I know you will turn me back in death to the destined place of everyone alive.
24 Yet should not a hand be held out to help a wretched man in his calamity?
25 Or have I not wept for the hardships of others; was not my soul grieved for the destitute?
26 Yet when I looked for good, then evil came; when I expected light, then came darkness.
16 My soul ebbs away from me; 27 days of affliction have overtaken me.
17 My frame takes no rest by night; my inward parts seethe and will not be stilled.
28 I go about in gloom, without the sun; I rise up in public to voice my grief.
29 I have become the brother of jackals, companion to the ostrich.
30 My blackened skin falls away from me; the heat scorches my very frame.
31 My harp is turned to mourning, and my reed pipe to sounds of weeping.
Job 31
2 But what is man’s lot from God above, his inheritance from the Almighty on high?
3 Is it not calamity for the unrighteous, and woe for evildoers?
4 Does he not see my ways, and number all my steps?
6 Let God weigh me in the scales of justice; thus will he know my innocence!
5 If I have walked in falsehood and my foot has hastened to deceit;
7 If my steps have turned out of the way, and my heart has followed my eyes, or any stain clings
to my hands,
8 Then may I sow, but another eat of it, or may my planting be rooted up!
38 If my land has cried out against me till its very furrows complained;
39 If I have eaten its produce without payment and grieved the hearts of its tenants;
40 Then let the thistles grow instead of wheat and noxious weeds instead of barley!
1 If I have made an agreement with my eyes and entertained any thoughts against a maiden;
9 If my heart has been enticed toward a woman, and I have lain in wait at my neighbor’s door;
10 Then may my wife grind for another, and may others cohabit with her!
11 For that would be heinous, a crime to be condemned;
12 A fire that should burn down to the abyss till it consumed all my possessions to the roots.
13 Had I refused justice to my manservant or to my maid, when they had a claim against me,
14 What then should I do when God rose up; what could I answer when he demanded an
account?
15 Did not he who made me in the womb make him?
Did not the same One fashion us before our birth?
16 If I have denied anything to the poor, or allowed the eyes of the widow to languish
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17 While I ate my portion alone, with no share in it for the fatherless,
18 Though like a father God has reared me from my youth, guiding me even from my mother’s
womb—
19 If I have seen a wanderer without clothing, or a poor man without covering,
20 Whose limbs have not blessed me when warmed with the fleece of my sheep;
21 If I have raised my hand against the innocent because I saw that I had supporters at the gate—
22 Then may my arm fall from the shoulder, my forearm be broken at the elbow!
23 For the dread of God will be upon me, and his majesty will overpower me.
24 Had I put my trust in gold or called fine gold my security;
25 Or had I rejoiced that my wealth was great, or that my hand had acquired abundance—
26 Had I looked upon the sun as it shone, or the moon in the splendor of its progress,
27 And had my heart been secretly enticed to waft them a kiss with my hand;
28 This too would be a crime for condemnation, for I should have denied God above.
29 Had I rejoiced at the destruction of my enemy or exulted when evil fell upon him,
30 Even though I had not suffered my mouth to sin by uttering a curse against his life—
31 Had not the men of my tent exclaimed, “Who has not been fed with his meat!”
32 Because no stranger lodged in the street, but I opened my door to wayfarers—
33 Had I, out of human weakness, hidden my sins and buried my guilt in my bosom
34 Because I feared the noisy multitude and the scorn of the tribes terrified me - then I should
have remained silent, and not come out of doors!
35 Oh, that I had one to hear my case, and that my accuser would write out his indictment!
36 Surely, I should wear it on my shoulder or put it on me like a diadem;
37 Of all my steps I should give him an account; like a prince I should present myself before
him.
This is my final plea; let the Almighty answer me!
The words of Job are ended.
VI. ELIHU’S SPEECHES
Job 32
1 Then the three men ceased to answer Job, because he was righteous in his own eyes. 2 But
the anger of Elihu, son of Barachel the Buzite, of the family of Ram, was kindled. He was angry
with Job for considering himself rather than God to be in the right. 3 He was angry also with the
three friends because they had not found a good answer and had not condemned Job. 4 But since
these men were older than he, Elihu bided his time before addressing Job. 5 When, however,
Elihu saw that there was no reply in the mouths of the three men, his wrath was inflamed. 6 So
Elihu, son of Barachel the Buzite, spoke out and said:
I am young and you are very old; therefore I held back and was afraid to declare to you my
knowledge.
7 Days should speak, I thought, and many years teach wisdom!
8 But it is a spirit in man, the breath of the Almighty, that gives him understanding.
9 It is not those of many days who are wise, nor the aged who understand the right.
10 Therefore I say, hearken to me; let me too set forth my knowledge!
11 Behold, I have waited for your discourses, and have given ear to your arguments.
12 Yes, I followed you attentively as you searched out what to say;
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And behold, there is none who has convicted Job, not one of you who could refute his
statements.
13 Yet do not say, “We have met wisdom. God may vanquish him but not man!”
14 For had he addressed his words to me, I should not then have answered him as you have done.
15 They are dismayed, they make no more reply; words fail them.
16 Must I wait? Now that they speak no more, and have ceased to make reply,
17 I too will speak my part; I also will show my knowledge!
18 For I am full of matters to utter; the spirit within me compels me.
19 Like a new wineskin with wine under pressure, my bosom is ready to burst.
20 Let me speak and obtain relief; let me open my lips, and make reply.
21 I would not be partial to anyone, nor give flattering titles to any.
22 For I know nought of flattery; if I did, my Maker would soon take me away.
Job 33
1 Therefore, O Job, hear my discourse, and hearken to all my words.
2 Behold, now I open my mouth; my tongue and my voice form words.
3 I will state directly what is in my mind, my lips shall utter knowledge sincerely;
4 For the spirit of God has made me, the breath of the Almighty keeps me alive.
5 If you are able, refute me; draw up your arguments and stand forth.
6 Behold I, like yourself, have been taken from the same clay by God.
7 Therefore no fear of me should dismay you, nor should my presence weigh heavily upon you.
8 But you have said in my hearing, as I listened to the sound of your words:
9 “I am clean and without transgression; I am innocent; there is no guilt in me.
10 Yet he invents pretexts against me and reckons me as his enemy.
11 He puts my feet in the stocks; he watches all my ways!”
12 In this you are not just, let me tell you; for God is greater than man.
13 Why, then, do you make complaint against him that he gives no account of his doings?
14 For God does speak, perhaps once, or even twice, though one perceive it not.
15 In a dream, in a vision of the night, (when deep sleep falls upon men) as they slumber in their
beds,
16 It is then he opens the ears of men and as a warning to them, terrifies them;
17 By turning man from evil and keeping pride away from him,
18 He withholds his soul from the pit and his life from passing to the grave.
19 Or a man is chastened on his bed by pain and unceasing suffering within his frame,
20 So that to his appetite food becomes repulsive, and his senses reject the choicest nourishment.
21 His flesh is wasted so that it cannot be seen, and his bones, once invisible, appear;
22 His soul draws near to the pit, his life to the place of the dead.
23 If then there be for him an angel, one out of a thousand, a mediator,
To show him what is right for him and bring the man back to justice,
24 He will take pity on him and say, “Deliver him from going down to the pit; I have found him
a ransom.”
25 Then his flesh shall become soft as a boy’s; he shall be again as in the days of his youth.
26 He shall pray and God will favor him; he shall see God’s face with rejoicing.
27 He shall sing before men and say, “I sinned and did wrong, yet he has not punished me
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accordingly.
28 He delivered my soul from passing to the pit, and I behold the light of life.”
29 Lo, all these things God does, twice, or thrice, for a man,
30 Bringing back his soul from the pit to the light, in the land of the living.
31 Be attentive, O Job; listen to me! Be silent and I will speak.
32 If you have aught to say, then answer me.
Speak out! I should like to see you justified.
33 If not, then do you listen to me; be silent while I teach you wisdom.
Job 34
1 Then Elihu continued and said:
2 Hear, O wise men, my discourse, and you that have knowledge, hear me!
3 For the ear tests words, as the taste does food.
4 Let us discern for ourselves what is right; let us learn between us what is good.
5 For Job has said, “I am innocent, but God has taken what is my due.
6 Notwithstanding my right I am set at nought; in my wound the arrow rankles, sinless though I
am.”
7 What man is like Job?
He drinks in blasphemies like water,
8 Keeps company with evildoers and goes along with wicked men,
9 When he says, “It profits a man nought that he is pleasing to God.”
10 Therefore, men of understanding, hearken to me: far be it from God to do wickedness; far
from the Almighty to do wrong!
11 Rather, he requites men for their conduct, and brings home to a man his way of life.
12 Surely, God cannot act wickedly, the Almighty cannot violate justice.
13 Who gave him government over the earth, or who else set all the land in its place?
14 If he were to take back his spirit to himself, withdraw to himself his breath,
15 All flesh would perish together, and man would return to the dust.
16 Now, do you, O Job, hear this!
Hearken to the words I speak!
17 Can an enemy of justice indeed be in control, or will you condemn the supreme Just One,
18 Who says to a king, “You are worthless!” and to nobles, “You are wicked!”
19 Who neither favors the person of princes, nor respects the rich more than the poor?
For they are all the work of his hands; 20 in a moment they die, even at midnight.
He brings on nobles, and takes them away, removing the powerful without lifting a hand;
21 For his eyes are upon the ways of man, and he beholds all his steps.
22 There is no darkness so dense that evildoers can hide in it.
25 Therefore he discerns their works; he turns at night and crushes them.
23 For he forewarns no man of his time to come before God in judgment.
24 Without a trial he breaks the mighty, and sets others in their stead,
27 Because they turned away from him and heeded none of his ways,
28 But caused the cries of the poor to reach him, so that he heard the plea of the afflicted.
29 If he remains tranquil, who then can condemn?
If he hides his face, who then can behold him?
30 …………………………
31 When anyone says to God, “I was misguided; I will offend no more.
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32 Teach me wherein I have sinned; if I have done wrong, I will do so no more,”
33 Would you then say that God must punish, since you reject what he is doing?
It is you who must choose, not I; speak, therefore, what you know.
34 Men of understanding will say to me, every wise man who hears my views:
35 “Job speaks without intelligence, and his words are without sense.”
36 Let Job be tried to the limit, since his answers are those of the impious;
37 For he is adding rebellion to his sin by brushing off our arguments and addressing many
words to God.
Job 35
1 Then Elihu proceeded and said:
2 Do you think it right to say, “I am just rather than God?”
3 To say, “What does it profit me; what advantage have I more than if I had sinned?”
4 I have words for a reply to you and your three companions as well.
5 Look up to the skies and behold; regard the heavens high above you.
6 If you sin, what injury do you do to God?
Even if your offenses are many, how do you hurt him?
7 If you are righteous, what do you give him, or what does he receive from your hand?
8 Your wickedness can affect only a man like yourself; and your justice only a fellow human
being.
9 In great oppression men cry out; they call for help because of the power of the mighty,
10 Saying, “Where is God, my Maker, who has given visions in the night,
11 Taught us rather than the beasts of the earth, and made us wise rather than the birds of the
heavens?”
12 Though thus they cry out, he answers not against the pride of the wicked.
13 But it is idle to say God does not hear or that the Almighty does not take notice.
14 Even though you say that you see him not, the case is before him; with trembling should you
wait upon him.
15 But now that you have done otherwise, God’s anger punishes, nor does he show concern that
a man will die.
16 Yet Job to no purpose opens his mouth, and without knowledge multiplies words.
Job 36
1 Elihu proceeded further and said:
2 Wait yet a little and I will instruct you, for there are still words to be said on God’s behalf.
3 I will bring my knowledge from afar, and to my Maker I will accord the right.
4 For indeed, my theme cannot fail me: the one perfect in knowledge I set before you.
5 Behold, God rejects the obstinate in heart; he preserves not the life of the wicked.
6 He withholds not the just man’s rights, but grants vindication to the oppressed,
7 And with kings upon thrones he sets them, exalted forever.
8 Or if they are bound with fetters and held fast by bonds of affliction,
9 Then he makes known to them what they have done and their sins of boastful pride.
10 He opens their ears to correction and exhorts them to turn back from evil.
11 If they obey and serve him, they spend their days in prosperity, their years in happiness.
12 But if they obey not, they perish; they die for lack of knowledge.
13 The impious in heart lay up anger for themselves; they cry not for help when he enchains
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them;
14 Therefore they expire in youth, and perish among the reprobate.
15 But he saves the unfortunate through their affliction, and instructs them through distress.
16 - 20 ……………………..
21 Take heed, turn not to evil; for you have preferred carousal to affliction.
22 Behold, God is sublime in his power.
What teacher is there like him?
23 Who prescribes for him his conduct, or who can say, “You have done wrong”?
24 Remember, you should extol his work, which men have praised in song.
25 All men contemplate it; man beholds it from afar.
26 Lo, God is great beyond our knowledge; the number of his years is past searching out.
27 He holds in check the waterdrops that filter in rain through his mists,
28 Till the skies run with them and the showers rain down on mankind.
31 For by these he nourishes the nations, and gives them food in abundance.
29 - 30 Lo! he spreads the clouds in layers as the carpeting of his tent.
32 In his hands he holds the lightning, and he commands it to strike the mark.
33 His thunder speaks for him and incites the fury of the storm.
Job 37
1 At this my heart trembles and leaps out of its place,
2 To hear his angry voice as it rumbles forth from his mouth!
3 Everywhere under the heavens he sends it, with his lightning, to the ends of the earth.
4 Again his voice roars— the majestic sound of his thunder.
5 He does great things beyond our knowing; wonders past our searching out.
6 For he says to the snow, “Fall to the earth”; likewise to his heavy, drenching rain.
7 He shuts up all mankind indoors; 8 the wild beasts take to cover and remain quietly in their
dens.
9 Out of its chamber comes forth the tempest; from the north winds, the cold.
10 With his breath God brings the frost, and the broad waters become congealed.
11 With hail, also, the clouds are laden, as they scatter their flashes of light.
12 He it is who changes their rounds, according to his plans, in their task upon the surface of the
earth, 13 whether for punishment or mercy, as he commands.
14 Hearken to this, O Job!
Stand and consider the wondrous works of God!
15 Do you know how God lays his commands upon them, and makes the light shine forth from
his clouds?
16 Do you know how the clouds are banked, the wondrous work of him who is perfect in
knowledge?
17 You, whom the streams of water fail when a calm from the south comes over the land,
18 Do you spread out with him the firmament of the skies, hard as a brazen mirror?
19 Teach us then what we shall say to him; we cannot, for the darkness, make our plea.
20 Will he be told about it when I speak, or when a man says he is being destroyed?
21 Nay, rather, it is as the light which men see not while it is obscured among the clouds, till the
wind comes by and sweeps the clouds away.
22 From the North the splendor comes, surrounding God’s awesome majesty!
23 The Almighty! we cannot discover him, pre-eminent in power and judgment; his great justice
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owes no one an accounting.
24 Therefore men revere him, though none can see him, however wise their hearts.
VII. THE LORD’S SPEECH
Job 38
1 Then the LORD addressed Job out of the storm and said:
2 Who is this that obscures divine plans with words of ignorance?
3 Gird up your loins now, like a man; I will question you, and you tell me the answers!
4 Where were you when I founded the earth?
Tell me, if you have understanding.
5 Who determined its size; do you know?
Who stretched out the measuring line for it?
6 Into what were its pedestals sunk, and who laid the cornerstone,
7 While the morning stars sang in chorus and all the sons of God shouted for joy?
8 And who shut within doors the sea, when it burst forth from the womb;
9 When I made the clouds its garment and thick darkness its swaddling bands?
10 When I set limits for it and fastened the bar of its door,
11 And said: Thus far shall you come but no farther, and here shall your proud waves be stilled!
12 Have you ever in your lifetime commanded the morning and shown the dawn its place
13 For taking hold of the ends of the earth, till the wicked are shaken from its surface?
14 The earth is changed as is clay by the seal, and dyed as though it were a garment;
15 But from the wicked the light is withheld, and the arm of pride is shattered.
16 Have you entered into the sources of the sea, or walked about in the depths of the abyss?
17 Have the gates of death been shown to you, or have you seen the gates of darkness?
18 Have you comprehended the breadth of the earth?
Tell me, if you know all:
19 Which is the way to the dwelling place of light, and where is the abode of darkness,
20 That you may take them to their boundaries and set them on their homeward paths?
21 You know, because you were born before them, and the number of your years is great!
22 Have you entered the storehouse of the snow, and seen the treasury of the hail
23 Which I have reserved for times of stress, for the days of war and of battle?
24 Which way to the parting of the winds, whence the east wind spreads over the earth?
25 Who has laid out a channel for the downpour and for the thunderstorm a path
26 To bring rain to no man’s land, the unpeopled wilderness;
27 To enrich the waste and desolate ground till the desert blooms with verdure?
28 Has the rain a father; or who has begotten the drops of dew?
29 Out of whose womb comes the ice, and who gives the hoarfrost its birth in the skies,
30 When the waters lie covered as though with stone that holds captive the surface of the deep?
31 Have you fitted a curb to the Pleiades, or loosened the bonds of Orion?
32 Can you bring forth the Mazzaroth in their season, or guide the Bear with its train?
33 Do you know the ordinances of the heavens; can you put into effect their plan on the earth?
34 Can you raise your voice among the clouds, or veil yourself in the waters of the storm?
35 Can you send forth the lightnings on their way, or will they say to you, “Here we are”?
37 Who counts the clouds in his wisdom?
Wisdom Books

29

Or who tilts the water jars of heaven
38 So that the dust of earth is fused into a mass and its clods made solid?
39 Do you hunt the prey for the lioness or appease the hunger of her cubs,
40 While they crouch in their dens, or lie in wait in the thicket?
36 Who puts wisdom in the heart, and gives the cock its understanding?
41 Who provides nourishment for the ravens when their young ones cry out to God, and they
rove abroad without food?
Job 39
1 Do you know about the birth of the mountain goats, watch for the birth pangs of the hinds,
2 Number the months that they must fulfill, and fix the time of their bringing forth?
3 They crouch down and bear their young; they deliver their progeny in the desert.
4 When their offspring thrive and grow, they leave and do not return.
5 Who has given the wild ass his freedom, and who has loosed him from bonds?
6 I have made the wilderness his home and the salt flats his dwelling.
7 He scoffs at the uproar of the city, and hears no shouts of a driver.
8 He ranges the mountains for pasture, and seeks out every patch of green.
9 Will the wild ox consent to serve you, and to pass the nights by your manger?
10 Will a rope bind him in the furrow, and will he harrow the valleys after you?
11 Will you trust him for his great strength and leave to him the fruits of your toil?
12 Can you rely on him to thresh out your grain and gather in the yield of your threshing floor?
13 The wings of the ostrich beat idly; her plumage is lacking in pinions.
14 When she leaves her eggs on the ground and deposits them in the sand,
15 Unmindful that a foot may crush them, that the wild beasts may trample them,
16 She cruelly disowns her young and ruthlessly makes nought of her brood;
17 For God has withheld wisdom from her and has given her no share in understanding.
18 Yet in her swiftness of foot she makes sport of the horse and his rider.
19 Do you give the horse his strength, and endow his neck with splendor?
20 Do you make the steed to quiver while his thunderous snorting spreads terror?
21 He jubilantly paws the plain and rushes in his might against the weapons.
22 He laughs at fear and cannot be deterred; he turns not back from the sword.
23 Around him rattles the quiver, flashes the spear and the javelin.
24 Frenzied and trembling he devours the ground; he holds not back at the sound of the trumpet,
25 but at each blast he cries, “Aha!”
Even from afar he scents the battle, the roar of the chiefs and the shouting.
26 Is it by your discernment that the hawk soars, that he spreads his wings toward the south?
27 Does the eagle fly up at your command to build his nest aloft?
28 On the cliff he dwells and spends the night, on the spur of the cliff or the fortress.
29 From thence he watches for his prey; his eyes behold it afar off.
30 His young ones greedily drink blood; where the slain are, there is he.
Job 40
1 The LORD then said to Job:
2 Will we have arguing with the Almighty by the critic?
Let him who would correct God give answer!
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3 Then Job answered the LORD and said:
4 Behold, I am of little account; what can I answer you?
I put my hand over my mouth.
5 Though I have spoken once, I will not do so again; though twice, I will do so no more.
6 Then the LORD addressed Job out of the storm and said:
7 Gird up your loins now, like a man.
I will question you, and you tell me the answers!
8 Would you refuse to acknowledge my right?
Would you condemn me that you may be justified?
9 Have you an arm like that of God, or can you thunder with a voice like his?
10 Adorn yourself with grandeur and majesty, and array yourself with glory and splendor.
11 Let loose the fury of your wrath; 12 tear down the wicked and shatter them.
Bring down the haughty with a glance; 13 bury them in the dust together; in the hidden world
imprison them.
14 Then will I too acknowledge that your own right hand can save you.
15 See, besides you I made Behemoth, that feeds on grass like an ox.
16 Behold the strength in his loins, and his vigor in the sinews of his belly.
17 He carries his tail like a cedar; the sinews of his thighs are like cables.
18 His bones are like tubes of bronze; his frame is like iron rods.
19 He came at the beginning of God’s ways, and was made the taskmaster of his fellows;
20 For the produce of the mountains is brought to him, and of all wild animals he makes sport.
21 Under the lotus trees he lies, in coverts of the reedy swamp.
22 The lotus trees cover him with their shade; all about him are the poplars on the bank.
23 If the river grows violent, he is not disturbed; he is tranquil though the torrent surges about his
mouth.
24 Who can capture him by his eyes, or pierce his nose with a trap?
25 Can you lead about Leviathan with a hook, or curb his tongue with a bit?
26 Can you put a rope into his nose, or pierce through his cheek with a gaff?
27 Will he then plead with you, time after time, or address you with tender words?
28 Will he make an agreement with you that you may have him as a slave forever?
29 Can you play with him, as with a bird?
Can you put him in leash for your maidens?
30 Will the traders bargain for him?
Will the merchants divide him up?
31 Can you fill his hide with barbs, or his head with fish spears?
32 Once you but lay a hand upon him, no need to recall any other conflict!
Job 41
2 Is he not relentless when aroused; who then dares stand before him?
1 Whoever might vainly hope to do so need only see him to be overthrown.
3 Who has assailed him and come off safe—
Who under all the heavens?
4 I need hardly mention his limbs, his strength, and the fitness of his armor.
5 Who can strip off his outer garment, or penetrate his double corselet?
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6 Who can force open the doors of his mouth, close to his terrible teeth?
7 Rows of scales are on his back, tightly sealed together;
8 They are fitted each so close to the next that no space intervenes;
9 So joined one to another that they hold fast and cannot be parted.
10 When he sneezes, light flashes forth; his eyes are like those of the dawn.
11 Out of his mouth go forth firebrands; sparks of fire leap forth.
12 From his nostrils issues steam, as from a seething pot or bowl.
13 His breath sets coals afire; a flame pours from his mouth.
14 Strength abides in his neck, and terror leaps before him.
15 - 16 His heart is hard as stone; his flesh, as the lower millstone.
17 When he rises up, the mighty are afraid; the waves of the sea fall back.
18 Should the sword reach him, it will not avail; nor will the spear, nor the dart, nor the javelin.
19 He regards iron as straw, and bronze as rotten wood.
20 The arrow will not put him to flight; slingstones used against him are but straws.
21 Clubs he esteems as splinters; he laughs at the crash of the spear.
22 His belly is sharp as pottery fragments; he spreads like a threshing sledge upon the mire.
23 He makes the depths boil like a pot; the sea he churns like perfume in a kettle.
24 Behind him he leaves a shining path; you would think the deep had the hoary head of age.
25 Upon the earth there is not his like, intrepid he was made.
26 All, however lofty, fear him; he is king over all proud beasts.
Job 42
1 Then Job answered the LORD and said:
2 I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be hindered.
3 I have dealt with great things that I do not understand; things too wonderful for me, which I
cannot know.
5 I had heard of you by word of mouth, but now my eye has seen you.
6 Therefore I disown what I have said, and repent in dust and ashes.
VIII. EPILOGUE
Job’s Restoration. 7 And it came to pass after the LORD had spoken these words to Job,
that the LORD said to Eliphaz the Temanite, “I am angry with you and with your two friends; for
you have not spoken rightly concerning me, as has my servant Job. 8 Now, therefore, take seven
bullocks and seven rams, and go to my servant Job, and offer up a holocaust for yourselves; and
let my servant Job pray for you; for his prayer I will accept, not to punish you severely. For you
have not spoken rightly concerning me, as has my servant Job.” 9 Then Eliphaz the Temanite,
and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite, went and did as the LORD had commanded
them. And the LORD accepted the intercession of Job.
10 Also, the LORD restored the prosperity of Job, after he had prayed for his friends; the
LORD even gave to Job twice as much as he had before. 11 Then all his brethren and his sisters
came to him, and all his former acquaintances, and they dined with him in his house. They
condoled with him and comforted him for all the evil which the LORD had brought upon him;
and each one gave him a piece of money and a gold ring.
12 Thus the LORD blessed the latter days of Job more than his earlier ones. For he had
fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand sheasses. 13 And he had seven sons and three daughters, 14 of whom he called the first Jemimah,
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the second Keziah, and the third Keren-happuch. 15 In all the land no other women were as
beautiful as the daughters of Job; and their father gave them an inheritance among their brethren.
16 After this, Job lived a hundred and forty years; and he saw his children, his grandchildren, and
even his great-grandchildren. 17 Then Job died, old and full of years.
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PSALMS
I. THE FIRST BOOK – Psalms 1-41
Psa. 1
True Happiness
I
1 Happy those who do not follow the counsel of the wicked,
Nor go the way of sinners, nor sit in company with scoffers.
2 Rather, the law of the LORD is their joy; God’s law they study day and night.
3 They are like a tree planted near streams of water, that yields its fruit in season;
Its leaves never wither; whatever they do prospers.
II
4 But not the wicked! They are like chaff driven by the wind.
5 Therefore the wicked will not survive judgment, nor will sinners in the assembly of the just.
6 The LORD watches over the way of the just, but the way of the wicked leads to ruin.
Psa. 2
The Universal Reign of the Messiah
I
1 Why do the nations protest and the peoples grumble in vain?
2 Kings on earth rise up and princes plot together against the LORD and his anointed:
3 “Let us break their shackles and cast off their chains!”
II
4 The one enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord derides them,
5 Then speaks to them in anger, terrifies them in wrath:
6 “I myself have installed my king on Zion, my holy mountain.”
III
7 I will proclaim the decree of the LORD, who said to me, “You are my son; today I am your
father.
8 Only ask it of me, and I will make your inheritance the nations, your possession the ends of the
earth.
9 With an iron rod you shall shepherd them, like a clay pot you will shatter them.”
IV
10 And now, kings, give heed; take warning, rulers on earth.
11 Serve the LORD with fear; with trembling bow down in homage,
Lest God be angry and you perish from the way in a sudden blaze of anger.
Happy are all who take refuge in God!
Psa. 3
Trust in God in Time of Danger
1 A psalm of David, when he fled from his son Absalom.
I
2 How many are my foes, LORD!
How many rise against me!
3 How many say of me, “God will not save that one.” Selah
4 But you, LORD, are a shield around me; my glory, you keep my head high.
II
5 Whenever I cried out to the LORD, I was answered from the holy mountain. Selah
6 Whenever I lay down and slept, the LORD preserved me to rise again.
7 I do not fear, then, thousands of people arrayed against me on every side.
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III
8 Arise, LORD!
Save me, my God!
You will shatter the jaws of all my foes; you will break the teeth of the wicked.
9 Safety comes from the LORD!
Your blessing for your people! Selah
Psa. 4
Joyful Confidence in God
1 For the leader; with stringed instruments. A psalm of David.
I
2 Answer when I call, my saving God.
In my troubles, you cleared a way; show me favor; hear my prayer.
II
3 How long will you people mock my honor, love what is worthless, chase after lies? Selah
4 Know that the LORD works wonders for the faithful; the LORD hears when I call out.
5 Tremble and do not sin; upon your beds ponder in silence.
6 Offer fitting sacrifice and trust in the LORD.
III
7 Many say, “May we see better times!
LORD, show us the light of your face!” Selah
8 But you have given my heart more joy than they have when grain and wine abound.
9 In peace I shall both lie down and sleep, for you alone, LORD, make me secure.
Psa. 5
Prayer for Divine Help
1 For the leader; with wind instruments. A psalm of David.
I
2 Hear my words, O LORD; listen to my sighing.
3 Hear my cry for help, my king, my God!
To you I pray, O LORD; 4 at dawn you will hear my cry; at dawn I will plead before you and
wait.
II
5 You are not a god who delights in evil; no wicked person finds refuge with you; 6 the arrogant
cannot stand before you.
You hate all who do evil; 7 you destroy all who speak falsely.
Murderers and deceivers the LORD abhors.
III
8 But I can enter your house because of your great love.
I can worship in your holy temple because of my reverence for you, LORD.
9 Guide me in your justice because of my foes; make straight your way before me.
IV
10 For there is no sincerity in their mouths; their hearts are corrupt.
Their throats are open graves; on their tongues are subtle lies.
11 Declare them guilty, God; make them fall by their own devices.
Drive them out for their many sins; they have rebelled against you.
V
12 Then all who take refuge in you will be glad and forever shout for joy.
Protect them that you may be the joy of those who love your name.
13 For you, LORD, bless the just; you surround them with favor like a shield.
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Psa. 6
Prayer in Time of Distress
1 For the leader; with stringed instruments, “upon the eighth.” A psalm of David.
I
2 Do not reprove me in your anger, LORD, nor punish me in your wrath.
3 Have pity on me, LORD, for I am weak; heal me, LORD, for my bones are trembling.
4 In utter terror is my soul— and you, LORD, how long...?
II
5 Turn, LORD, save my life; in your mercy rescue me.
6 For who among the dead remembers you?
Who praises you in Sheol?
III
7 I am wearied with sighing; all night long tears drench my bed; my couch is soaked with
weeping.
8 My eyes are dimmed with sorrow, worn out because of all my foes.
IV
9 Away from me, all who do evil!
The LORD has heard my weeping.
10 The LORD has heard my prayer; the LORD takes up my plea.
11 My foes will be terrified and disgraced; all will fall back in sudden shame.
Psa. 7
An Appeal to the Divine Judge
1 A plaintive song of David, which he sang to the LORD concerning Cush, the Benjaminite.
I
2 LORD my God, in you I take refuge; rescue me; save me from all who pursue me,
3 Lest they maul me like lions, tear me to pieces with none to save.
II
4 LORD my God, if I am at fault in this, if there is guilt on my hands,
5 If I have repaid my friend with evil— I spared even those who hated me without cause—
6 Then let my enemy pursue and overtake me, trample my life to the ground, and leave me
dishonored in the dust. Selah
III
7 Rise up, LORD, in your anger; rise against the fury of my foes.
Wake to judge as you have decreed.
8 Have the assembly of the peoples gather about you; sit on your throne high above them,
9 O LORD, judge of the nations.
Grant me justice, LORD, for I am blameless, free of any guilt.
10 Bring the malice of the wicked to an end; uphold the innocent, O God of justice, who tries
hearts and minds.
IV
11 A shield before me is God who saves the honest heart.
12 God is a just judge, who rebukes in anger every day.
13 If sinners do not repent, God sharpens his sword, strings and readies the bow,
14 Prepares his deadly shafts, makes arrows blazing thunderbolts.
V
15 Sinners conceive iniquity; pregnant with mischief, they give birth to failure.
16 They open a hole and dig it deep, but fall into the pit they have dug.
17 Their mischief comes back upon themselves; their violence falls on their own heads.
18 I praise the justice of the LORD; I celebrate the name of the LORD Most High.
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Psa. 8
The Majesty of God and the Dignity of Man
1 For the leader; “upon the gittith.” A psalm of David.
I
2 O LORD, our Lord, how awesome is your name through all the earth!
You have set your majesty above the heavens!
3 Out of the mouths of babes and infants you have drawn a defense against your foes, to silence
enemy and avenger.
4 When I see your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and stars that you set in place—
5 What are humans that you are mindful of them, mere mortals that you care for them?
II
6 Yet you have made them little less than a god, crowned them with glory and honor.
7 You have given them rule over the works of your hands, put all things at their feet:
8 All sheep and oxen, even the beasts of the field,
9 The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, and whatever swims the paths of the seas.
10 O LORD, our Lord, how awesome is your name through all the earth!
Psa. 9
Thanksgiving for the Overthrow of Hostile Nations
1 For the leader; according to Muth Labben. A psalm of David.
I
2 I will praise you, LORD, with all my heart; I will declare all your wondrous deeds.
3 I will delight and rejoice in you; I will sing hymns to your name, Most High.
4 For my enemies turn back; they stumble and perish before you.
II
5 You upheld my right and my cause, seated on your throne, judging justly.
6 You rebuked the nations, you destroyed the wicked; their name you blotted out for all time.
7 The enemies have been ruined forever; you destroyed their cities; their memory has perished.
III
8 The LORD rules forever, has set up a throne for judgment.
9 It is God who governs the world with justice, who judges the peoples with fairness.
10 The LORD is a stronghold for the oppressed, stronghold in times of trouble.
11 Those who honor your name trust in you; you never forsake those who seek you, LORD.
IV
12 Sing hymns to the LORD enthroned on Zion; proclaim God’s deeds among the nations!
13 For the avenger of bloodshed remembers, does not forget the cry of the afflicted.
V
14 Have mercy on me, LORD; see how my foes afflict me!
You alone can raise me from the gates of death.
15 Then I will declare all your praises, sing joyously of your salvation in the gates of daughter
Zion.
VI
16 The nations fall into the pit they dig; in the snare they hide, their own foot is caught.
17 The LORD is revealed in this divine rule: by the deeds they do the wicked are trapped.
Higgaion. Selah
VII
18 To Sheol the wicked will depart, all the nations that forget God.
19 The needy will never be forgotten, nor will the hope of the afflicted ever fade.
20 Arise, LORD, let no mortal prevail; let the nations be judged in your presence.
21 Strike them with terror, LORD; show the nations they are mere mortals. Selah
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Psa. 10
Prayer for Help Against Oppressors
I
1 Why, LORD, do you stand at a distance and pay no heed to these troubled times?
2 Arrogant scoundrels pursue the poor; they trap them by their cunning schemes.
II
3 The wicked even boast of their greed; these robbers curse and scorn the LORD.
4 In their insolence the wicked boast: “God doesn‘t care, doesn‘t even exist.”
5 Yet their affairs always succeed; they ignore your judgment on high; they sneer at all who
oppose them.
6 They say in their hearts, “We will never fall; never will we see misfortune.”
7 Their mouths are full of oaths, violence, and lies; discord and evil are under their tongues.
8 They wait in ambush near towns; their eyes watch for the helpless to murder the innocent in
secret.
9 They lurk in ambush like lions in a thicket, hide there to trap the poor, snare them and close the
net.
10 The helpless are crushed, laid low; they fall into the power of the wicked,
11 Who say in their hearts, “God pays no attention, shows no concern, never bothers to look.”
III
12 Rise up, LORD God! Raise your arm!
Do not forget the poor!
13 Why should the wicked scorn God, say in their hearts, “God doesn‘t care”?
14 But you do see; you do observe this misery and sorrow; you take the matter in hand.
To you the helpless can entrust their cause; you are the defender of orphans.
15 Break the arms of the wicked and depraved; make them account for their crimes; let none of
them survive.
IV
16 The LORD is king forever; the nations have vanished from God’s land.
17 You listen, LORD, to the needs of the poor; you encourage them and hear their prayers.
18 You win justice for the orphaned and oppressed; no one on earth will cause terror again.
Psa. 11
Unshaken Confidence in God
1 For the leader. Of David.
I
In the LORD I take refuge; how can you say to me, “Flee like a bird to the mountains!
2 See how the wicked string their bows, fit their arrows to the string to shoot from the shadows at
the upright.
3 When foundations are being destroyed, what can the upright do?”
II
4 The LORD is in his holy temple; the LORD’S throne is in heaven.
God’s eyes keep careful watch; they test all peoples.
5 The LORD tests the good and the bad, hates those who love violence,
6 And rains upon the wicked fiery coals and brimstone, a scorching wind their allotted cup.
7 The LORD is just and loves just deeds; the upright shall see his face.
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Psa. 12
Prayer Against Evil Tongues
1 For the leader; “upon the eighth.” A psalm of David.
I
2 Help, LORD, for no one loyal remains; the faithful have vanished from the human race.
3 Those who tell lies to one another speak with deceiving lips and a double heart.
II
4 May the LORD cut off all deceiving lips, and every boastful tongue,
5 Those who say, “By our tongues we prevail; when our lips speak, who can lord it over us?”
III
6 “Because they rob the weak, and the needy groan, I will now arise,” says the LORD; “I will
grant safety to whoever longs for it.”
IV
7 The promises of the LORD are sure, silver refined in a crucible, silver purified seven times.
8 LORD, protect us always; preserve us from this generation.
9 On every side the wicked strut; the shameless are extolled by all.
Psa. 13
Prayer of One in Sorrow
1 For the leader. A psalm of David.
I
2 How long, LORD? Will you utterly forget me?
How long will you hide your face from me?
3 How long must I carry sorrow in my soul, grief in my heart day after day?
How long will my enemy triumph over me?
4 Look upon me, answer me, LORD, my God!
II
Give light to my eyes lest I sleep in death,
5 Lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed,” lest my foes rejoice at my downfall.
6 I trust in your faithfulness.
Grant my heart joy in your help, That I may sing of the LORD, “How good our God has been to
me!”
Psa. 14
A Lament Over Widespread Corruption
1 For the leader. Of David.
I
Fools say in their hearts, “There is no God.”
Their deeds are loathsome and corrupt; not one does what is right.
2 The LORD looks down from heaven upon the human race, To see if even one is wise, if even
one seeks God.
3 All have gone astray; all alike are perverse.
Not one does what is right, not even one.
II
4 Will these evildoers never learn?
They devour my people as they devour bread; they do not call upon the LORD.
5 They have good reason, then, to fear; God is with the company of the just.
6 They would crush the hopes of the poor, but the poor have the LORD as their refuge.
III
7 Oh, that from Zion might come the deliverance of Israel,
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That Jacob may rejoice, and Israel be glad when the LORD restores his people!
Psa. 15
The Guest of God
1 A psalm of David.
I
LORD, who may abide in your tent?
Who may dwell on your holy mountain?
II
2 Whoever walks without blame, doing what is right, speaking truth from the heart;
3 Who does not slander a neighbor, does no harm to another, never defames a friend;
4 Who disdains the wicked, but honors those who fear the LORD;
Who keeps an oath despite the cost, 5 lends no money at interest, accepts no bribe against the
innocent.
III
Whoever acts like this shall never be shaken.
Psa. 16
God the Supreme Good
1 A miktam of David.
I
Keep me safe, O God; in you I take refuge;
2 I say to the Lord, you are my Lord, you are my only good.
3 Worthless are all the false gods of the land.
Accursed are all who delight in them.
4 They multiply their sorrows who court other gods.
Blood libations to them I will not pour out, nor will I take their names upon my lips.
5 LORD, my allotted portion and my cup, you have made my destiny secure.
6 Pleasant places were measured out for me; fair to me indeed is my inheritance.
II
7 I bless the LORD who counsels me; even at night my heart exhorts me.
8 I keep the LORD always before me; with the Lord at my right, I shall never be shaken.
9 Therefore my heart is glad, my soul rejoices; my body also dwells secure,
10 For you will not abandon me to Sheol, nor let your faithful servant see the pit.
11 You will show me the path to life, abounding joy in your presence, the delights at your right
hand forever.
Psa. 17
Prayer Against Persecutors
1 A prayer of David.
I
Hear, LORD, my plea for justice; pay heed to my cry;
Listen to my prayer spoken without guile.
2 From you let my vindication come; your eyes see what is right.
3 You have tested my heart, searched it in the night.
You have tried me by fire, but find no malice in me.
4 My mouth has not transgressed as humans often do.
As your lips have instructed me, I have kept the way of the law.
5 My steps have kept to your paths; my feet have not faltered.
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II
6 I call upon you; answer me, O God.
Turn your ear to me; hear my prayer.
7 Show your wonderful love, you who deliver with your right arm those who seek refuge from
their foes.
8 Keep me as the apple of your eye; hide me in the shadow of your wings
9 from the violence of the wicked.
III
10 My ravenous enemies press upon me; they close their hearts, they fill their mouths with proud
roaring.
11 Their steps even now encircle me; they watch closely, keeping low to the ground,
12 Like lions eager for prey, like young lions lurking in ambush.
IV
13 Rise, O LORD, confront and cast them down; rescue me so from the wicked.
14 Slay them with your sword; with your hand, LORD, slay them; snatch them from the world in
their prime.
Their bellies are being filled with your friends; their children are satisfied too, for they share
what is left with their young.
15 I am just—let me see your face; when I awake, let me be filled with your presence.
Psa. 18
Thanksgiving for Help and Victory
For the leader. Of David, the servant of the LORD, who sang to the LORD the words of this
song after the LORD had rescued him from the clutches of all his enemies and from the hand of
Saul.
A
I
2 He said: I love you, LORD, my strength,
3 LORD, my rock, my fortress, my deliverer,
My God, my rock of refuge, my shield, my saving horn, my stronghold!
4 Praised be the LORD, I exclaim! I have been delivered from my enemies.
II
5 The breakers of death surged round about me; the menacing floods terrified me.
6 The cords of Sheol tightened; the snares of death lay in wait for me.
7 In my distress I called out: LORD! I cried out to my God.
From his temple he heard my voice; my cry to him reached his ears.
III
8 The earth rocked and shook; the foundations of the mountains trembled; they shook as his
wrath flared up.
9 Smoke rose in his nostrils, a devouring fire poured from his mouth; it kindled coals into flame.
10 He parted the heavens and came down, a dark cloud under his feet.
11 Mounted on a cherub he flew, borne along on the wings of the wind.
12 He made darkness the cover about him; his canopy, heavy thunderheads.
13 Before him scudded his clouds, hail and lightning too.
14 The LORD thundered from heaven; the Most High made his voice resound.
15 He let fly his arrows and scattered them; shot his lightning bolts and dispersed them.
16 Then the bed of the sea appeared; the world’s foundations lay bare,
At the roar of the LORD, at the storming breath of his nostrils.
17 He reached down from on high and seized me; drew me out of the deep waters.
18 He rescued me from my mighty enemy, from foes too powerful for me.
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19 They attacked me on a day of distress, but the LORD came to my support.
20 He set me free in the open; he rescued me because he loves me.
IV
21 The LORD acknowledged my righteousness, rewarded my clean hands.
22 For I kept the ways of the LORD; I was not disloyal to my God.
23 His laws were all before me, his decrees I did not cast aside.
24 I was honest toward him; I was on guard against sin.
25 So the LORD rewarded my righteousness, the cleanness of my hands in his sight.
26 Toward the faithful you are faithful; to the honest you are honest;
27 Toward the sincere, sincere; but to the perverse you are devious.
28 Humble people you save; haughty eyes you bring low.
29 You, LORD, give light to my lamp; my God brightens the darkness about me.
30 With you I can rush an armed band, with my God to help I can leap a wall.
31 God’s way is unerring; the LORD’S promise is tried and true; he is a shield for all who trust
in him.
B
I
32 Truly, who is God except the LORD?
Who but our God is the rock?
33 This God who girded me with might, kept my way unerring,
34 Who made my feet swift as a deer’s, set me safe on the heights,
35 Who trained my hands for war, my arms to bend even a bow of bronze.
II
36 You have given me your protecting shield; your right hand has upheld me; you stooped to
make me great.
37 You gave me room to stride; my feet never stumbled.
38 I pursued my enemies and overtook them; I did not turn back till I destroyed them.
39 I struck them down; they could not rise; they fell dead at my feet.
III
40 You girded me with strength for war, subdued adversaries at my feet.
41 My foes you put to flight before me; those who hated me I destroyed.
42 They cried for help, but no one saved them; cried to the LORD but got no answer.
43 I ground them fine as dust in the wind; like mud in the streets I trampled them down.
IV
44 You rescued me from the strife of peoples; you made me head over nations.
A people I had not known became my slaves; 45 as soon as they heard of me they obeyed.
Foreigners cringed before me; 46 their courage failed; they came trembling from their fortresses.
C
47 The LORD lives! Blessed be my rock!
Exalted be God, my savior!
48 O God who granted me vindication, made peoples subject to me, 49 and preserved me from
my enemies,
Truly you have exalted me above my adversaries, from the violent you have rescued me.
50 Thus I will proclaim you, LORD, among the nations; I will sing the praises of your name.
51 You have given great victories to your king, and shown kindness to your anointed, to David
and his posterity forever.
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Psa. 19
God’s Glory in the Heavens and in the Law
1 For the leader. A psalm of David.
A
I
2 The heavens declare the glory of God; the sky proclaims its builder’s craft.
3 One day to the next conveys that message; one night to the next imparts that knowledge.
4 There is no word or sound; no voice is heard;
5 Yet their report goes forth through all the earth, their message, to the ends of the world.
II
God has pitched there a tent for the sun; 6 it comes forth like a bridegroom from his chamber,
and like an athlete joyfully runs its course.
7 From one end of the heavens it comes forth; its course runs through to the other; nothing
escapes its heat.
B
I
8 The law of the LORD is perfect, refreshing the soul.
The decree of the LORD is trustworthy, giving wisdom to the simple.
9 The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart.
The command of the LORD is clear, enlightening the eye.
10 The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever.
The statutes of the LORD are true, all of them just;
11 More desirable than gold, than a hoard of purest gold,
Sweeter also than honey or drippings from the comb.
II
12 By them your servant is instructed; obeying them brings much reward.
13 Who can detect heedless failings?
Cleanse me from my unknown faults.
14 But from willful sins keep your servant; let them never control me.
Then shall I be blameless, innocent of grave sin.
15 Let the words of my mouth meet with your favor, keep the thoughts of my heart before you,
LORD, my rock and my redeemer.
Psa. 20
Prayer for the King in Time of War
1 For the leader. A psalm of David.
I
2 The LORD answer you in time of distress; the name of the God of Jacob defend you!
3 May God send you help from the temple, from Zion be your support.
4 May God remember your every offering, graciously accept your holocaust, Selah
5 Grant what is in your heart, fulfill your every plan.
6 May we shout for joy at your victory, raise the banners in the name of our God.
The LORD grant your every prayer!
II
7 Now I know victory is given to the anointed of the LORD.
God will answer him from the holy heavens with a strong arm that brings victory.
8 Some rely on chariots, others on horses, but we on the name of the LORD our God.
9 They collapse and fall, but we stand strong and firm.
10 LORD, grant victory to the king; answer when we call upon you.
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Psa. 21
Thanksgiving and Prayers for the King
1 For the leader. A psalm of David.
I
2 LORD, the king finds joy in your power; in your victory how greatly he rejoices!
3 You have granted him his heart’s desire; you did not refuse the prayer of his lips. Selah
4 For you welcomed him with goodly blessings; you placed on his head a crown of pure gold.
5 He asked life of you; you gave it to him, length of days forever.
6 Great is his glory in your victory; majesty and splendor you confer upon him.
7 You make him the pattern of blessings forever, you gladden him with the joy of your presence.
8 For the king trusts in the LORD, stands firm through the love of the Most High.
II
9 Your hand will reach all your enemies; your right hand will reach your foes!
10 At the time of your coming you will drive them into a furnace.
Then the LORD’S anger will consume them, devour them with fire.
11 Even their descendants you will wipe out from the earth, their offspring from the human race.
12 Though they intend evil against you, devising plots, they will not succeed,
13 For you will put them to flight; you will aim at them with your bow.
14 Arise, LORD, in your power!
We will sing and chant the praise of your might.
Psa. 22
Passion and Triumph of the Messiah
1 For the leader; according to “The deer of the dawn.” A psalm of David.
A
I
2 My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?
Why so far from my call for help, from my cries of anguish?
3 My God, I call by day, but you do not answer; by night, but I have no relief.
4 Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; you are the glory of Israel.
5 In you our ancestors trusted; they trusted and you rescued them.
6 To you they cried out and they escaped; in you they trusted and were not disappointed.
7 But I am a worm, hardly human, scorned by everyone, despised by the people.
8 All who see me mock me; they curl their lips and jeer; they shake their heads at me:
9 “You relied on the LORD—let him deliver you; if he loves you, let him rescue you.”
10 Yet you drew me forth from the womb, made me safe at my mother’s breast.
11 Upon you I was thrust from the womb; since birth you are my God.
12 Do not stay far from me, for trouble is near, and there is no one to help.
II
13 Many bulls surround me; fierce bulls of Bashan encircle me.
14 They open their mouths against me, lions that rend and roar.
15 Like water my life drains away; all my bones grow soft. My heart has become like wax, it
melts away within me.
16 As dry as a potsherd is my throat; my tongue sticks to my palate; you lay me in the dust of
death.
17 Many dogs surround me; a pack of evildoers closes in on me.
So wasted are my hands and feet 18 that I can count all my bones.
They stare at me and gloat; 19 they divide my garments among them; for my clothing they cast
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lots.
III
20 But you, LORD, do not stay far off; my strength, come quickly to help me.
21 Deliver me from the sword, my forlorn life from the teeth of the dog.
22 Save me from the lion’s mouth, my poor life from the horns of wild bulls.
B
I
23 Then I will proclaim your name to the assembly; in the community I will praise you:
24 “You who fear the LORD, give praise!
All descendants of Jacob, give honor; show reverence, all descendants of Israel!
25 For God has not spurned or disdained the misery of this poor wretch,
Did not turn away from me, but heard me when I cried out.
26 I will offer praise in the great assembly; my vows I will fulfill before those who fear him.
27 The poor will eat their fill; those who seek the LORD will offer praise.
May your hearts enjoy life forever!”
II
28 All the ends of the earth will worship and turn to the LORD;
All the families of nations will bow low before you.
29 For kingship belongs to the LORD, the ruler over the nations.
30 All who sleep in the earth will bow low before God;
All who have gone down into the dust will kneel in homage.
III
31 And I will live for the LORD; my descendants will serve you.
32 The generation to come will be told of the Lord, that they may proclaim to a people yet
unborn the deliverance you have brought.
Psa. 23
The Lord, Shepherd and Host
1 A psalm of David.
I
The LORD is my shepherd; there is nothing I lack.
2 In green pastures you let me graze; to safe waters you lead me; 3 you restore my strength.
You guide me along the right path for the sake of your name.
4 Even when I walk through a dark valley, I fear no harm for you are at my side; your rod and
staff give me courage.
II
5 You set a table before me as my enemies watch;
You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
6 Only goodness and love will pursue me all the days of my life;
I will dwell in the house of the LORD for years to come.
Psa. 24
The Lord’s Solemn Entry into Zion
1 A psalm of David.
I
The earth is the LORD’S and all it holds, the world and those who live there.
2 For God founded it on the seas, established it over the rivers.
II
3 Who may go up the mountain of the LORD?
Who can stand in his holy place?
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4 “The clean of hand and pure of heart, who are not devoted to idols, who have not sworn
falsely.
5 They will receive blessings from the LORD, and justice from their saving God.
6 Such are the people that love the LORD, that seek the face of the God of Jacob.” Selah
III
7 Lift up your heads, O gates; rise up, you ancient portals, that the king of glory may enter.
8 Who is this king of glory?
The LORD, a mighty warrior, the LORD, mighty in battle.
9 Lift up your heads, O gates; rise up, you ancient portals, that the king of glory may enter.
10 Who is this king of glory?
The LORD of hosts is the king of glory. Selah
Psa. 25
Prayer for Guidance and Help
1 Of David.
I
I wait for you, O LORD; I lift up my soul 2 to my God.
In you I trust; do not let me be disgraced; do not let my enemies gloat over me.
3 No one is disgraced who waits for you, but only those who lightly break faith.
4 Make known to me your ways, LORD; teach me your paths.
5 Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my savior.
For you I wait all the long day, because of your goodness, LORD.
6 Remember your compassion and love, O LORD; for they are ages old.
7 Remember no more the sins of my youth; remember me only in light of your love.
II
8 Good and upright is the LORD, who shows sinners the way,
9 Guides the humble rightly, and teaches the humble the way.
10 All the paths of the LORD are faithful love toward those who honor the covenant demands.
11 For the sake of your name, LORD, pardon my guilt, though it is great.
12 Who are those who fear the LORD?
God shows them the way to choose.
13 They live well and prosper, and their descendants inherit the land.
14 The counsel of the LORD belongs to the faithful; the covenant instructs them.
15 My eyes are ever upon the LORD, who frees my feet from the snare.
III
16 Look upon me, have pity on me, for I am alone and afflicted.
17 Relieve the troubles of my heart; bring me out of my distress.
18 Put an end to my affliction and suffering; take away all my sins.
19 See how many are my enemies, see how fiercely they hate me.
20 Preserve my life and rescue me; do not let me be disgraced, for I trust in you.
21 Let honesty and virtue preserve me; I wait for you, O LORD.
22 Redeem Israel, God, from all its distress!
Psa. 26
Prayer of an Innocent Man
1 Of David.
I
Grant me justice, LORD! I have walked without blame.
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In the LORD I have trusted; I have not faltered.
2 Test me, LORD, and try me; search my heart and mind.
II
3 Your love is before my eyes; I walk guided by your faithfulness.
4 I do not sit with deceivers, nor with hypocrites do I mingle.
5 I hate the company of evildoers; with the wicked I do not sit.
6 I will wash my hands in innocence and walk round your altar, LORD,
7 Lifting my voice in thanks, recounting all your wondrous deeds.
8 LORD, I love the house where you dwell, the tenting-place of your glory.
III
9 Do not take me away with sinners, nor my life with the violent.
10 Their hands carry out their schemes; their right hands are full of bribes.
11 But I walk without blame; redeem me, be gracious to me!
12 My foot stands on level ground; in assemblies I will bless the LORD.
Psa. 27
Trust in God
1 Of David
A
I
The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom do I fear?
The LORD is my life’s refuge; of whom am I afraid?
2 When evildoers come at me to devour my flesh,
These my enemies and foes themselves stumble and fall.
3 Though an army encamp against me, my heart does not fear;
Though war be waged against me, even then do I trust.
II
4 One thing I ask of the LORD; this I seek:
To dwell in the LORD’S house all the days of my life,
To gaze on the LORD’S beauty, to visit his temple.
5 For God will hide me in his shelter in time of trouble,
Will conceal me in the cover of his tent; and set me high upon a rock.
6 Even now my head is held high above my enemies on every side!
I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy;
I will sing and chant praise to the LORD.
B
I
7 Hear my voice, LORD, when I call; have mercy on me and answer me.
8 “Come,” says my heart, “seek God’s face”; your face, LORD, do I seek!
9 Do not hide your face from me; do not repel your servant in anger.
You are my help; do not cast me off; do not forsake me, God my savior!
10 Even if my father and mother forsake me, the LORD will take me in.
II
11 LORD, show me your way; lead me on a level path because of my enemies.
12 Do not abandon me to the will of my foes; malicious and lying witnesses have risen against
me.
13 But I believe I shall enjoy the LORD’S goodness in the land of the living.
14 Wait for the LORD, take courage; be stouthearted, wait for the LORD!
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Psa. 28
Petition and Thanksgiving
1 Of David.
I
To you, LORD, I call; my Rock, do not be deaf to me.
If you fail to answer me, I will join those who go down to the pit.
2 Hear the sound of my pleading when I cry to you, lifting my hands toward your holy place.
3 Do not drag me off with the wicked, with those who do wrong, Who speak peace to their
neighbors though evil is in their hearts.
4 Repay them for their deeds, for the evil that they do.
For the work of their hands repay them; give them what they deserve.
5 They pay no heed to the LORD’S works, to the deeds of God’s hands.
God will tear them down, never to be rebuilt.
II
6 Blessed be the LORD, who has heard the sound of my pleading.
7 The LORD is my strength and my shield, in whom my heart trusted and found help.
So my heart rejoices; with my song I praise my God.
III
8 LORD, you are the strength of your people, the saving refuge of your anointed king.
9 Save your people, bless your inheritance; feed and sustain them forever!
Psa. 29
God’s Majesty in the Storm
1 A psalm of David.
I
Give to the LORD, you heavenly beings, give to the LORD glory and might;
2 Give to the LORD the glory due God’s name.
Bow down before the LORD’S holy splendor!
III
3 The voice of the LORD is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the LORD, over the
mighty waters.
4 The voice of the LORD is power; the voice of the LORD is splendor.
5 The voice of the LORD cracks the cedars; the LORD splinters the cedars of Lebanon,
6 Makes Lebanon leap like a calf, and Sirion like a young bull.
7 The voice of the LORD strikes with fiery flame; 8 the voice of the LORD rocks the desert; the
LORD rocks the desert of Kadesh.
9 The voice of the LORD twists the oaks and strips the forests bare.
All in his palace say, “Glory!”
III
10 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood!
The LORD reigns as king forever!
11 May the LORD give might to his people; may the LORD bless his people with peace!
Psa. 30
Thanksgiving for Deliverance from Death
1 A psalm. A song for the dedication of the temple. Of David.
2 I praise you, LORD, for you raised me up and did not let my enemies rejoice over me.
A
3 O LORD, my God, I cried out to you and you healed me.
4 LORD, you brought me up from Sheol; you kept me from going down to the pit.
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5 Sing praise to the LORD, you faithful; give thanks to God’s holy name.
6 For divine anger lasts but a moment; divine favor lasts a lifetime.
At dusk weeping comes for the night; but at dawn there is rejoicing.
B
I
7 Complacent, I once said, “I shall never be shaken.”
8 LORD, when you showed me favor I stood like the mighty mountains.
But when you hid your face I was struck with terror.
II
9 To you, LORD, I cried out; with the Lord I pleaded for mercy:
10 “What gain is there from my lifeblood, from my going down to the grave?
Does dust give you thanks or declare your faithfulness?
11 Hear, O LORD, have mercy on me; LORD, be my helper.”
III
12 You changed my mourning into dancing; you took off my sackcloth and clothed me with
gladness.
13 With my whole being I sing endless praise to you.
O LORD, my God, forever will I give you thanks.
Psa. 31
Prayer in Distress and Thanksgiving for Escape
1 For the leader. A psalm of David.
I
2 In you, LORD, I take refuge; let me never be put to shame.
In your justice deliver me; 3 incline your ear to me; make haste to rescue me!
Be my rock of refuge, a stronghold to save me.
4 You are my rock and my fortress; for your name’s sake lead and guide me.
5 Free me from the net they have set for me, for you are my refuge.
6 Into your hands I commend my spirit; you will redeem me, LORD, faithful God.
7 You hate those who serve worthless idols, but I trust in the LORD.
8 I will rejoice and be glad in your love, once you have seen my misery, observed my distress.
9 You will not abandon me into enemy hands, but will set my feet in a free and open space.
II
10 Be gracious to me, LORD, for I am in distress; with grief my eyes are wasted, my soul and
body spent.
11 My life is worn out by sorrow, my years by sighing.
My strength fails in affliction; my bones are consumed.
12 To all my foes I am a thing of scorn, to my neighbors, a dreaded sight, a horror to my friends.
When they see me in the street, they quickly shy away.
13 I am forgotten, out of mind like the dead; I am like a shattered dish.
14 I hear the whispers of the crowd; terrors are all around me.
They conspire against me; they plot to take my life.
15 But I trust in you, LORD; I say, “You are my God.”
16 My times are in your hands; rescue me from my enemies, from the hands of my pursuers.
17 Let your face shine on your servant; save me in your kindness.
18 Do not let me be put to shame, for I have called to you, LORD.
Put the wicked to shame; reduce them to silence in Sheol.
19 Strike dumb their lying lips, proud lips that attack the just in contempt and scorn.
III
20 How great is your goodness, Lord, stored up for those who fear you.
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You display it for those who trust you, in the sight of all the people.
21 You hide them in the shelter of your presence, safe from scheming enemies.
You keep them in your abode, safe from plotting tongues.
22 Blessed be the LORD, who has shown me wondrous love, and been for me a city most secure.
23 Once I said in my anguish, “I am shut out from your sight.”
Yet you heard my plea, when I cried out to you.
24 Love the LORD, all you faithful.
The LORD protects the loyal, but repays the arrogant in full.
25 Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the LORD.
Psa. 32
Remission of Sin
1 Of David. A maskil.
I
Happy the sinner whose fault is removed, whose sin is forgiven.
2 Happy those to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, in whose spirit is no deceit.
II
3 As long as I kept silent, my bones wasted away; I groaned all the day.
4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength withered as in dry summer heat.
Selah
5 Then I declared my sin to you; my guilt I did not hide.
I said, “I confess my faults to the LORD,” and you took away the guilt of my sin. Selah
6 Thus should all your faithful pray in time of distress.
Though flood waters threaten, they will never reach them.
7 You are my shelter; from distress you keep me; with safety you ring me round. Selah
III
8 I will instruct you and show you the way you should walk, give you counsel and watch over
you.
9 Do not be senseless like horses or mules; with bit and bridle their temper is curbed, else they
will not come to you.
IV
10 Many are the sorrows of the wicked, but love surrounds those who trust in the LORD.
11 Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, you just; exult, all you upright of heart.
Psa. 33
Praise of the Lord’s Power and Providence
I
1 Rejoice, you just, in the LORD; praise from the upright is fitting.
2 Give thanks to the LORD on the harp; on the ten-stringed lyre offer praise.
3 Sing to God a new song; skillfully play with joyful chant.
4 For the LORD’S word is true; all his works are trustworthy.
5 The LORD loves justice and right and fills the earth with goodness.
II
6 By the LORD’S word the heavens were made; by the breath of his mouth all their host.
7 The waters of the sea were gathered as in a bowl; in cellars the deep was confined.
III
8 Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all who dwell in the world show reverence.
9 For he spoke, and it came to be, commanded, and it stood in place.
10 The LORD foils the plan of nations, frustrates the designs of peoples.
11 But the plan of the LORD stands forever, wise designs through all generations.
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12 Happy the nation whose God is the LORD, the people chosen as his very own.
IV
13 From heaven the LORD looks down and observes the whole human race,
14 Surveying from the royal throne all who dwell on earth.
15 The one who fashioned the hearts of them all knows all their works.
V
16 A king is not saved by a mighty army, nor a warrior delivered by great strength.
17 Useless is the horse for safety; its great strength, no sure escape.
18 But the LORD’S eyes are upon the reverent, upon those who hope for his gracious help,
19 Delivering them from death, keeping them alive in times of famine.
VI
20 Our soul waits for the LORD, who is our help and shield.
21 For in God our hearts rejoice; in your holy name we trust.
22 May your kindness, LORD, be upon us; we have put our hope in you.
Psa. 34
Praise of God, the Protector of the Just
1 Of David, when he feigned madness before Abimelech, who forced him to depart.
I
2 I will bless the LORD at all times; praise shall be always in my mouth.
3 My soul will glory in the LORD that the poor may hear and be glad.
4 Magnify the LORD with me; let us exalt his name together.
II
5 I sought the LORD, who answered me, delivered me from all my fears.
6 Look to God that you may be radiant with joy and your faces may not blush for shame.
7 In my misfortune I called, the LORD heard and saved me from all distress.
8 The angel of the LORD, who encamps with them, delivers all who fear God.
9 Learn to savor how good the LORD is; happy are those who take refuge in him.
10 Fear the LORD, you holy ones; nothing is lacking to those who fear him.
11 The powerful grow poor and hungry, but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing.
III
12 Come, children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
13 Who among you loves life, takes delight in prosperous days?
14 Keep your tongue from evil, your lips from speaking lies.
15 Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.
16 The LORD has eyes for the just and ears for their cry.
17 The LORD’S face is against evildoers to wipe out their memory from the earth.
18 When the just cry out, the LORD hears and rescues them from all distress.
19 The LORD is close to the brokenhearted, saves those whose spirit is crushed.
20 Many are the troubles of the just, but the LORD delivers from them all.
21 God watches over all their bones; not a one shall be broken.
22 Evil will slay the wicked; those who hate the just are condemned.
23 The LORD redeems loyal servants; no one is condemned whose refuge is God.
Psa. 35
Prayer for Help Against Unjust Enemies
1 Of David.
I
Oppose, LORD, those who oppose me; war upon those who make war upon me.
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2 Take up the shield and buckler; rise up in my defense.
3 Brandish lance and battle-ax against my pursuers.
Say to my heart, “I am your salvation.”
4 Let those who seek my life be put to shame and disgrace.
Let those who plot evil against me be turned back and confounded.
5 Make them like chaff before the wind, with the angel of the LORD driving them on.
6 Make their way slippery and dark, with the angel of the LORD pursuing them.
II
7 Without cause they set their snare for me; without cause they dug a pit for me.
8 Let ruin overtake them unawares; let the snare they have set catch them; let them fall into the
pit they have dug.
9 Then I will rejoice in the LORD, exult in God’s salvation.
10 My very bones shall say, “O LORD, who is like you,
Who rescue the afflicted from the powerful, the afflicted and needy from the despoiler?”
11 Malicious witnesses come forward, accuse me of things I do not know.
12 They repay me evil for good and I am all alone.
III
13 Yet I, when they were ill, put on sackcloth, afflicted myself with fasting, sobbed my prayers
upon my bosom.
14 I went about in grief as for my brother, bent in mourning as for my mother.
15 Yet when I stumbled they gathered with glee, gathered against me like strangers.
They slandered me without ceasing; 16 without respect they mocked me, gnashed their teeth
against me.
IV
17 Lord, how long will you look on?
Save me from roaring beasts, my precious life from lions!
18 Then I will thank you in the great assembly; I will praise you before the mighty throng.
19 Do not let lying foes smirk at me, my undeserved enemies wink knowingly.
20 They speak no words of peace, but against the quiet in the land they fashion deceitful speech.
21 They open wide their mouths against me.
They say, “Aha! Good! Our eyes relish the sight!”
22 You see this, LORD; do not be silent; Lord, do not withdraw from me.
23 Awake, be vigilant in my defense, in my cause, my God and my Lord.
24 Defend me because you are just, LORD; my God, do not let them gloat over me.
25 Do not let them say in their hearts, “Aha! Just what we wanted!”
Do not let them say, “We have devoured that one!”
26 Put to shame and confound all who relish my misfortune.
Clothe with shame and disgrace those who lord it over me.
27 But let those who favor my just cause shout for joy and be glad.
May they ever say, “Exalted be the LORD who delights in the peace of his loyal servant.”
28 Then my tongue shall recount your justice, declare your praise, all the day long.
Psa. 36
Human Wickedness and Divine Providence
1 For the leader. Of David, the servant of the LORD.
I
2 Sin directs the heart of the wicked; their eyes are closed to the fear of God.
3 For they live with the delusion: their guilt will not be known and hated.
4 Empty and false are the words of their mouth; they have ceased to be wise and do good.
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5 In their beds they hatch plots; they set out on a wicked way; they do not reject evil.
II
6 LORD, your love reaches to heaven; your fidelity, to the clouds.
7 Your justice is like the highest mountains; your judgments, like the mighty deep; all living
creatures you sustain, LORD.
8 How precious is your love, O God!
We take refuge in the shadow of your wings.
9 We feast on the rich food of your house; from your delightful stream you give us drink.
10 For with you is the fountain of life, and in your light we see light.
III
11 Continue your kindness toward your friends, your just defense of the honest heart.
12 Do not let the foot of the proud overtake me, nor the hand of the wicked disturb me.
13 There make the evildoers fall; thrust them down, never to rise.
Psa. 37
The Fate of Sinners and the Reward of the Just
1 Of David.
Do not be provoked by evildoers; do not envy those who do wrong.
2 Like grass they wither quickly; like green plants they wilt away.
3 Trust in the LORD and do good that you may dwell in the land and live secure.
4 Find your delight in the LORD who will give you your heart’s desire.
5 Commit your way to the LORD; trust that God will act.
6 And make your integrity shine like the dawn, your vindication like noonday.
7 Be still before the LORD; wait for God.
Do not be provoked by the prosperous, nor by malicious schemers.
8 Give up your anger, abandon your wrath; do not be provoked; it brings only harm.
9 Those who do evil will be cut off, but those who wait for the LORD will possess the land.
10 Wait a little, and the wicked will be no more; look for them and they will not be there.
11 But the poor will possess the land, will delight in great prosperity.
12 The wicked plot against the just and grind their teeth at them;
13 But the LORD laughs at them, knowing their day is coming.
14 The wicked draw their swords; they string their bows
To fell the poor and oppressed, to slaughter those whose way is honest.
15 Their swords will pierce their own hearts; their bows will be broken.
16 Better the poverty of the just than the great wealth of the wicked.
17 The arms of the wicked will be broken; the LORD will sustain the just.
18 The LORD watches over the days of the blameless; their heritage lasts forever.
19 They will not be disgraced when times are hard; in days of famine they will have plenty.
20 The wicked perish, the enemies of the LORD;
Like the beauty of meadows they vanish; like smoke they disappear.
21 The wicked borrow but do not repay; the just are generous in giving.
22 For those blessed by the Lord will possess the land, but those accursed will be cut off.
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23 Those whose steps are guided by the LORD; whose way God approves,
24 May stumble, but they will never fall, for the LORD holds their hand.
25 Neither in my youth, nor now in old age have I ever seen the just abandoned or their children
begging bread.
26 The just always lend generously, and their children become a blessing.
27 Turn from evil and do good, that you may inhabit the land forever.
28 For the LORD loves justice and does not abandon the faithful.
When the unjust are destroyed, and the children of the wicked cut off,
29 The just will possess the land and live in it forever.
30 The mouths of the just utter wisdom; their tongues speak what is right.
31 God’s teaching is in their hearts; their steps do not falter.
32 The wicked spy on the just and seek to kill them.
33 But the LORD does not leave the just in their power, nor let them be condemned when tried.
34 Wait eagerly for the LORD, and keep to the way; God will raise you to possess the land; you
will gloat when the wicked are cut off.
35 I have seen ruthless scoundrels, strong as flourishing cedars.
36 When I passed by again, they were gone; though I searched, they could not be found.
37 Observe the honest, mark the upright; those at peace with God have a future.
38 But all sinners will be destroyed; the future of the wicked will be cut off.
39 The salvation of the just is from the LORD, their refuge in time of distress.
40 The LORD helps and rescues them, rescues and saves them from the wicked, because in God
they take refuge.
Psa. 38
Prayer of an Afflicted Sinner
1 A psalm of David. For remembrance.
I
2 LORD, punish me no more in your anger; in your wrath do not chastise me!
3 Your arrows have sunk deep in me; your hand has come down upon me.
4 My flesh is afflicted because of your anger; my frame aches because of my sin.
5 My iniquities overwhelm me, a burden beyond my strength.
II
6 Foul and festering are my sores because of my folly.
7 I am stooped and deeply bowed; all day I go about mourning.
8 My loins burn with fever; my flesh is afflicted.
9 I am numb and utterly crushed; I wail with anguish of heart.
10 My Lord, my deepest yearning is before you; my groaning is not hidden from you.
11 My heart shudders, my strength forsakes me; the very light of my eyes has failed.
12 Friends and companions shun my pain; my neighbors stand far off.
13 Those who seek my life lay snares for me; they seek my misfortune, they speak of ruin; they
plot treachery all the day.
Wisdom Books

54

III
14 But I am like the deaf, hearing nothing, like the dumb, saying nothing,
15 Like someone who does not hear, who has no answer ready.
16 LORD, I wait for you; O Lord, my God, answer me.
17 For I fear they will gloat, exult over me if I stumble.
IV
18 I am very near to falling; my pain is with me always.
19 I acknowledge my guilt and grieve over my sin.
20 But many are my foes without cause, a multitude of enemies without reason,
21 Repaying me evil for good, harassing me for pursuing good.
22 Forsake me not, O LORD; my God, be not far from me!
23 Come quickly to help me, my Lord and my salvation!
Psa. 39
The Brevity and Vanity of Life
1 For the leader, for Jeduthun. A psalm of David.
I
2 I said, “I will watch my ways, lest I sin with my tongue; I will set a curb on my mouth.”
3 Dumb and silent before the wicked, I refrained from any speech.
But my sorrow increased; 4 my heart smoldered within me.
In my thoughts a fire blazed up, and I broke into speech:
II
5 LORD, let me know my end, the number of my days, that I may learn how frail I am.
6 You have given my days a very short span; my life is as nothing before you.
All mortals are but a breath. Selah
7 Mere phantoms, we go our way; mere vapor, our restless pursuits; we heap up stores without
knowing for whom.
III
8 And now, Lord, what future do I have?
You are my only hope.
9 From all my sins deliver me; let me not be the taunt of fools.
IV
10 I was silent and did not open my mouth because you were the one who did this.
11 Take your plague away from me; I am ravaged by the touch of your hand.
12 You rebuke our guilt and chasten us; you dissolve all we prize like a cobweb.
All mortals are but a breath. Selah
13 Listen to my prayer, LORD, hear my cry; do not be deaf to my weeping!
I sojourn with you like a passing stranger, a guest, like all my ancestors.
14 Turn your gaze from me, that I may find peace before I depart to be no more.
Psa. 40
Gratitude and Prayer for Help
1 For the leader. A psalm of David.
A
I
2 I waited, waited for the LORD; who bent down and heard my cry,
3 Drew me out of the pit of destruction, out of the mud of the swamp, Set my feet upon rock,
steadied my steps,
4 And put a new song in my mouth, a hymn to our God.
Many shall look on in awe and they shall trust in the LORD.
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II
5 Happy those whose trust is the LORD, who turn not to idolatry or to those who stray after
falsehood.
6 How numerous, O LORD, my God, you have made your wondrous deeds!
And in your plans for us there is none to equal you.
Should I wish to declare or tell them, too many are they to recount.
III
7 Sacrifice and offering you do not want; but ears open to obedience you gave me.
Holocausts and sin-offerings you do not require; 8 so I said, “Here I am; your commands for me
are written in the scroll.
9 To do your will is my delight; my God, your law is in my heart!”
10 I announced your deed to a great assembly; I did not restrain my lips; you, LORD, are my
witness.
11 Your deed I did not hide within my heart; your loyal deliverance I have proclaimed.
I made no secret of your enduring kindness to a great assembly.
B
I
12 LORD, do not withhold your compassion from me; may your enduring kindness ever
preserve me.
13 For all about me are evils beyond count; my sins so overcome me I cannot see.
They are more than the hairs of my head; my courage fails me.
II
14 LORD, graciously rescue me!
Come quickly to help me, LORD!
15 Put to shame and confound all who seek to take my life.
Turn back in disgrace those who desire my ruin.
16 Let those who say “Aha!” know dismay and shame.
17 But may all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you.
May those who long for your help always say, “The LORD be glorified.”
18 Though I am afflicted and poor, the Lord keeps me in mind.
You are my help and deliverer; my God, do not delay!
Psa. 41
Thanksgiving After Sickness
1 For the leader. A psalm of David.
I
2 Happy those concerned for the lowly and poor; when misfortune strikes, the LORD delivers
them.
3 The LORD keeps and preserves them, makes them happy in the land, and does not betray them
to their enemies.
4 The LORD sustains them on their sickbed, allays the malady when they are ill.
II
5 Once I prayed, “LORD, have mercy on me; heal me, I have sinned against you.
6 My enemies say the worst of me: ‘When will that one die and be forgotten?’
7 When people come to visit me, they speak without sincerity.
Their hearts store up malice; they leave and spread their vicious lies.
8 My foes all whisper against me; they imagine the worst about me:
9 I have a deadly disease, they say; I will never rise from my sickbed.
10 Even the friend who had my trust, who shared my table, has scorned me.
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III
11 But you, LORD, have mercy and raise me up that I may repay them as they deserve.”
12 By this I know you are pleased with me, that my enemy no longer jeers at me.
13 For my integrity you have supported me and let me stand in your presence forever.
* * *
Verse 14 is a Doxology closing out the First Book of Psalms, and is not part of Psalm 41.
14 Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, from all eternity and forever.
Amen. Amen.
II. THE SECOND BOOK – Psalms 42-72
Psa. 42
Desire for God and His Temple
1 For the leader. A maskil of the Korahites.
I
2 As the deer longs for streams of water, so my soul longs for you, O God.
3 My being thirsts for God, the living God.
When can I go and see the face of God?
4 My tears have been my food day and night, as they ask daily, “Where is your God?”
5 Those times I recall as I pour out my soul,
When I went in procession with the crowd, I went with them to the house of God,
Amid loud cries of thanksgiving, with the multitude keeping festival.
6 Why are you downcast, my soul; why do you groan within me?
Wait for God, whom I shall praise again, my savior and my God.
II
7 My soul is downcast within me; therefore I will remember you
From the land of the Jordan and Hermon, from the land of Mount Mizar.
8 Here deep calls to deep in the roar of your torrents.
All your waves and breakers sweep over me.
9 At dawn may the LORD bestow faithful love that I may sing praise through the night, praise to
the God of my life.
10 I say to God, “My rock, why do you forget me?
Why must I go about mourning with the enemy oppressing me?”
11 It shatters my bones, when my adversaries reproach me.
They say to me daily: “Where is your God?”
12 Why are you downcast, my soul, why do you groan within me?
Wait for God, whom I shall praise again, my savior and my God.
Psa. 43
III
1 Grant me justice, God; defend me from a faithless people; from the deceitful and unjust rescue
me.
2 You, God, are my strength.
Why then do you spurn me?
Why must I go about mourning, with the enemy oppressing me?
3 Send your light and fidelity, that they may be my guide
And bring me to your holy mountain, to the place of your dwelling,
4 That I may come to the altar of God, to God, my joy, my delight.
Then I will praise you with the harp, O God, my God.
5 Why are you downcast, my soul?
Why do you groan within me?
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Wait for God, whom I shall praise again, my savior and my God.
Psa. 44
Israel’s Past Glory and Present Need
1 For the leader. A maskil of the Korahites.
I
2 O God, we have heard with our own ears; our ancestors have told us
The deeds you did in their days, with your own hand in days of old:
3 You rooted out nations to plant them, crushed peoples to make room for them.
4 Not with their own swords did they conquer the land, nor did their own arms bring victory;
It was your right hand, your own arm, the light of your face for you favored them.
5 You are my king and my God, who bestows victories on Jacob.
6 Through you we batter our foes; through your name, trample our adversaries.
7 Not in my bow do I trust, nor does my sword bring me victory.
8 You have brought us victory over our enemies, shamed those who hate us.
9 In God we have boasted all the day long; your name we will praise forever. Selah
II
10 But now you have rejected and disgraced us; you do not march out with our armies.
11 You make us retreat before the foe; those who hate us plunder us at will.
12 You hand us over like sheep to be slaughtered, scatter us among the nations.
13 You sell your people for nothing; you make no profit from their sale.
14 You make us the reproach of our neighbors, the mockery and scorn of those around us.
15 You make us a byword among the nations; the peoples shake their heads at us.
16 All day long my disgrace is before me; shame has covered my face.
17 At the sound of those who taunt and revile, at the sight of the spiteful enemy.
III
18 All this has come upon us, though we have not forgotten you, nor been disloyal to your
covenant.
19 Our hearts have not turned back, nor have our steps strayed from your path.
20 Yet you have left us crushed, desolate in a place of jackals; you have covered us with
darkness.
21 If we had forgotten the name of our God, stretched out our hands to another god,
22 Would not God have discovered this, God who knows the secrets of the heart?
23 For you we are slain all the day long, considered only as sheep to be slaughtered.
IV
24 Awake! Why do you sleep, O Lord?
Rise up! Do not reject us forever!
25 Why do you hide your face; why forget our pain and misery?
26 We are bowed down to the ground; our bodies are pressed to the earth.
27 Rise up, help us!
Redeem us as your love demands.
Psa. 45
Nuptial Ode for the Messianic King
1 For the leader; according to “Lilies.” A maskil of the Korahites. A love song.
I
2 My heart is stirred by a noble theme, as I sing my ode to the king.
My tongue is the pen of a nimble scribe.
II
3 You are the most handsome of men; fair speech has graced your lips, for God has blessed you
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forever.
4 Gird your sword upon your hip, mighty warrior!
In splendor and majesty ride on triumphant!
5 In the cause of truth and justice may your right hand show you wondrous deeds.
6 Your arrows are sharp; peoples will cower at your feet; the king’s enemies will lose heart.
7 Your throne, O god, stands forever; your royal scepter is a scepter for justice.
8 You love justice and hate wrongdoing; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil
of gladness above your fellow kings.
9 With myrrh, aloes, and cassia your robes are fragrant.
From ivory-paneled palaces stringed instruments bring you joy.
10 Daughters of kings are your lovely wives; a princess arrayed in Ophir’s gold comes to stand
at your right hand.
III
11 Listen, my daughter, and understand; pay me careful heed.
Forget your people and your father’s house,
12 that the king might desire your beauty.
He is your lord; 13 honor him, daughter of Tyre.
Then the richest of the people will seek your favor with gifts.
14 All glorious is the king’s daughter as she enters, her raiment threaded with gold;
15 In embroidered apparel she is led to the king.
The maids of her train are presented to the king.
16 They are led in with glad and joyous acclaim; they enter the palace of the king.
IV
17 The throne of your fathers your sons will have; you shall make them princes through all the
land.
18 I will make your name renowned through all generations; thus nations shall praise you
forever.
Psa. 46
God the Refuge of Israel
1 For the leader. A song of the Korahites. According to alamoth.
I
2 God is our refuge and our strength, an ever-present help in distress.
3 Thus we do not fear, though earth be shaken and mountains quake to the depths of the sea,
4 Though its waters rage and foam and mountains totter at its surging.
The LORD of hosts is with us; our stronghold is the God of Jacob. Selah
II
5 Streams of the river gladden the city of God, the holy dwelling of the Most High.
6 God is in its midst; it shall not be shaken; God will help it at break of day.
7 Though nations rage and kingdoms totter, God’s voice thunders and the earth trembles.
8 The LORD of hosts is with us; our stronghold is the God of Jacob. Selah
III
9 Come and see the works of the LORD, who has done fearsome deeds on earth;
10 Who stops wars to the ends of the earth, breaks the bow, splinters the spear, and burns the
shields with fire;
11 Who says: “Be still and confess that I am God!
I am exalted among the nations, exalted on the earth.”
12 The LORD of hosts is with us; our stronghold is the God of Jacob. Selah
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Psa. 47
The Lord the King of All Nations
1 For the leader. A psalm of the Korahites.
I
2 All you peoples, clap your hands; shout to God with joyful cries.
3 For the LORD, the Most High, inspires awe, the great king overall the earth,
4 Who made people subject to us, brought nations under our feet,
5 Who chose a land for our heritage, the glory of Jacob, the beloved. Selah
II
6 God mounts the throne amid shouts of joy; the LORD, amid trumpet blasts.
7 Sing praise to God, sing praise; sing praise to our king, sing praise.
III
8 God is king over all the earth; sing hymns of praise.
9 God rules over the nations;
God sits upon his holy throne.
10 The princes of the peoples assemble with the people of the God of Abraham.
For the rulers of the earth belong to God, who is enthroned on high.
Psa. 48
Thanksgiving for Jerusalem’s Deliverance
1 A psalm of the Korahites. A song.
I
2 Great is the LORD and highly praised in the city of our God:
The holy mountain, 3 fairest of heights, the joy of all the earth, Mount Zion, the heights of
Zaphon, the city of the great king.
4 God is its citadel, renowned as a stronghold.
II
5 See! The kings assembled, together they invaded.
6 When they looked they were astounded; terrified, they were put to flight!
7 Trembling seized them there, anguish, like a woman’s labor,
8 As when the east wind wrecks the ships of Tarshish!
III
9 What we had heard we now see in the city of the LORD of hosts,
In the city of our God, founded to last forever. Selah
10 O God, within your temple we ponder your steadfast love.
11 Like your name, O God, your praise reaches the ends of the earth.
Your right hand is fully victorious.
12 Mount Zion is glad!
The cities of Judah rejoice because of your saving deeds!
IV
13 Go about Zion, walk all around it, note the number of its towers.
14 Consider the ramparts, examine its citadels, that you may tell future generations:
15 “Yes, so mighty is God, our God who leads us always!”
Psa. 49
The Vanity of Worldly Riches
1 For the leader. A psalm of the Korahites.
2 Hear this, all you peoples!
Give ear, all who inhabit the world,
3 You of lowly birth or high estate, rich and poor alike.
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4 My mouth shall speak wisdom, my heart shall offer insight.
5 I will turn my attention to a problem, expound my question to the music of a lyre.
I
6 Why should I fear in evil days, when my wicked pursuers ring me round,
7 Those who trust in their wealth and boast of their abundant riches?
8 One cannot redeem oneself, pay to God a ransom.
9 Too high the price to redeem a life; one would never have enough
10 To stay alive forever and never see the pit.
11 Anyone can see that the wisest die, the fool and the senseless pass away too, and must leave
their wealth to others.
12 Tombs are their homes forever, their dwellings through all generations, though they gave their
names to their lands.
13 For all their riches mortals do not abide; they perish like the beasts.
II
14 This is the destiny of those who trust in folly, the end of those so pleased with their wealth.
Selah
15 Like sheep they are herded into Sheol, where death will be their shepherd.
Straight to the grave they descend, where their form will waste away, Sheol will be their palace.
16 But God will redeem my life, will take me from the power of Sheol. Selah
III
17 Do not fear when others become rich, when the wealth of their houses grows great.
18 When they die they will take nothing with them, their wealth will not follow them down.
19 When living, they congratulate themselves and say:
“All praise you, you do so well.”
20 But they will join the company of their forebears, never again to see the light.
21 For all their riches, if mortals do not have wisdom, they perish like the beasts.
Psa. 50
The Acceptable Sacrifice
1 A psalm of Asaph.
I
The LORD, the God of gods, has spoken and summoned the earth from the rising of the sun to
its setting.
2 From Zion God shines forth. perfect in beauty.
3 Our God comes and will not be silent!
Devouring fire precedes, storming fiercely round about.
4 God summons the heavens above and the earth to the judgment of his people:
5 “Gather my faithful ones before me, those who made a covenant with me by sacrifice.”
6 The heavens proclaim divine justice, for God alone is the judge. Selah
II
7 “Listen, my people, I will speak; Israel, I will testify against you; God, your God, am I.
8 Not for your sacrifices do I rebuke you, nor for your holocausts, set before me daily.
9 I need no bullock from your house, no goats from your fold.
10 For every animal of the forest is mine, beasts by the thousands on my mountains.
11 I know every bird of the heavens; the creatures of the field belong to me.
12 Were I hungry, I would not tell you, for mine is the world and all that fills it.
13 Do I eat the flesh of bulls or drink the blood of goats?
14 Offer praise as your sacrifice to God; fulfill your vows to the Most High.
15 Then call on me in time of distress; I will rescue you, and you shall honor me.”
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III
16 But to the wicked God says:
“Why do you recite my commandments and profess my covenant with your lips?
17 You hate discipline; you cast my words behind you!
18 When you see thieves, you befriend them; with adulterers you throw in your lot.
19 You give your mouth free rein for evil; you harness your tongue to deceit.
20 You sit maligning your own kin, slandering the child of your own mother.
21 When you do these things should I be silent?
Or do you think that I am like you?
I accuse you, I lay the charge before you.
IV
22 “Understand this, you who forget God, lest I attack you with no one to rescue.
23 Those who offer praise as a sacrifice honor me; to the obedient I will show the salvation of
God.”
Psa. 51
The Miserere: Prayer of Repentance
1 For the leader. A psalm of David, 2 when Nathan the prophet came to him after his affair with
Bathsheba.
A
3 Have mercy on me, God, in your goodness; in your abundant compassion blot out my offense.
4 Wash away all my guilt; from my sin cleanse me.
B
I
5 For I know my offense; my sin is always before me.
6 Against you alone have I sinned; I have done such evil in your sight
That you are just in your sentence, blameless when you condemn.
7 True, I was born guilty, a sinner, even as my mother conceived me.
8 Still, you insist on sincerity of heart; in my inmost being teach me wisdom.
II
9 Cleanse me with hyssop, that I may be pure; wash me, make me whiter than snow.
10 Let me hear sounds of joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice.
11 Turn away your face from my sins; blot out all my guilt.
III
12 A clean heart create for me, God; renew in me a steadfast spirit.
13 Do not drive me from your presence, nor take from me your holy spirit.
14 Restore my joy in your salvation; sustain in me a willing spirit.
IV
15 I will teach the wicked your ways, that sinners may return to you.
16 Rescue me from death, God, my saving God, that my tongue may praise your healing power.
17 Lord, open my lips; my mouth will proclaim your praise.
18 For you do not desire sacrifice; a burnt offering you would not accept.
19 My sacrifice, God, is a broken spirit; God, do not spurn a broken, humbled heart.
C
20 Make Zion prosper in your good pleasure; rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.
21 Then you will be pleased with proper sacrifice, burnt offerings and holocausts; then bullocks
will be offered on your altar.
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Psa. 52
The Deceitful Tongue
1 For the leader. A maskil of David, 2 when Doeg the Edomite went and told Saul, “David went
to the house of Ahimelech.”
I
3 Why do you glory in evil, you scandalous liar?
All day long 4 you plot destruction; your tongue is like a sharpened razor, you skillful deceiver.
5 You love evil rather than good, lies rather than honest speech. Selah
6 You love any word that destroys, you deceitful tongue.
II
7 Now God will strike you down, leave you crushed forever, Pluck you from your tent, uproot
you from the land of the living. Selah
III
8 The righteous will look on with awe; they will jeer and say:
9 “That one did not take God as a refuge, but trusted in great wealth, relied on devious plots.”
10 But I, like an olive tree in the house of God, trust in God’s faithful love forever.
11 I will praise you always for what you have done.
I will proclaim before the faithful that your name is good.
Psa. 53
Lament Over Widespread Corruption
1 For the leader; according to Mahalath. A maskil of David.
I
2 Fools say in their hearts, “There is no God.”
Their deeds are loathsome and corrupt; not one does what is right.
3 God looks down from heaven upon the human race,
To see if even one is wise, if even one seeks God.
4 All have gone astray; all alike are perverse.
Not one does what is right, not even one.
II
5 Will these evildoers never learn?
They devour my people as they devour bread; they do not call upon God.
6 They have good reason to fear, though now they do not fear.
For God will certainly scatter the bones of the godless.
They will surely be put to shame, for God has rejected them.
III
7 Oh, that from Zion might come the deliverance of Israel,
That Jacob may rejoice and Israel be glad when God restores the people!
Psa. 54
Confident Prayer in Great Peril
1 For the leader. On stringed instruments. A maskil of David, 2 when the Ziphites came and said
to Saul, “David is hiding among us.”
I
3 O God, by your name save me.
By your strength defend my cause.
4 O God, hear my prayer.
Listen to the words of my mouth.
5 The arrogant have risen against me; the ruthless seek my life; they do not keep God before
them. Selah
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II
6 God is present as my helper; the Lord sustains my life.
7 Turn back the evil upon my foes; in your faithfulness, destroy them.
8 Then I will offer you generous sacrifice and praise your gracious name, LORD,
9 Because it has rescued me from every trouble, and my eyes look down on my foes.
Psa. 55
Complaint Against Enemies and a Disloyal Companion
1 For the leader. On stringed instruments. A maskil of David.
I
2 Listen, God, to my prayer; do not hide from my pleading; 3 hear me and give answer.
I rock with grief; I groan 4 at the uproar of the enemy, the clamor of the wicked.
They heap trouble upon me, savagely accuse me.
5 My heart pounds within me; death’s terrors fall upon me.
6 Fear and trembling overwhelm me; shuddering sweeps over me.
7 I say, “If only I had wings like a dove that I might fly away and find rest.
8 Far away I would flee; I would stay in the desert. Selah
9 I would soon find a shelter from the raging wind and storm.”
II
10 Lord, check and confuse their scheming.
I see violence and strife in the city 11 making rounds on its walls day and night.
Within are mischief and evil; 12 treachery is there as well; oppression and fraud never leave its
streets.
13 If an enemy had reviled me, that I could bear; If my foe had viewed me with contempt, from
that I could hide.
14 But it was you, my other self, my comrade and friend,
15 You, whose company I enjoyed, at whose side I walked in procession in the house of God.
III
16 Let death take them by surprise; let them go down alive to Sheol, for evil is in their homes
and hearts.
17 But I will call upon God, and the LORD will save me.
18 At dusk, dawn, and noon I will grieve and complain, and my prayer will be heard.
19 God will give me freedom and peace from those who war against me, though there are many
who oppose me.
20 God, who sits enthroned forever, will hear me and humble them.
For they will not mend their ways; they have no fear of God.
21 They strike out at friends and go back on their promises.
22 Softer than butter is their speech, but war is in their hearts.
Smoother than oil are their words, but they are unsheathed swords.
23 Cast your care upon the LORD, who will give you support.
God will never allow the righteous to stumble.
24 But you, God, will bring them down to the pit of destruction.
These bloodthirsty liars will not live half their days, but I put my trust in you.
Psa. 56
Trust in God, the Helper in Need
1 For the director. According to Yonath elem rehoqim. A miktam of David, when the Philistines
seized him at Gath.
I
2 Have mercy on me, God, for I am treated harshly; attackers press me all the day.
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3 My foes treat me harshly all the day; yes, many are my attackers.
O Most High, 4 when I am afraid, in you I place my trust.
5 God, I praise your promise; in you I trust, I do not fear.
What can mere flesh do to me?
II
6 All the day they foil my plans; their every thought is of evil against me.
7 They hide together in ambush; they watch my every step; they lie in wait for my life.
8 They are evil; watch them, God!
Cast the nations down in your anger!
9 My wanderings you have noted; are my tears not stored in your vial, recorded in your book?
10 My foes turn back when I call on you.
This I know: God is on my side.
11 God, I praise your promise; 12 in you I trust, I do not fear.
What can mere mortals do to me?
III
13 I have made vows to you, God; with offerings I will fulfill them,
14 Once you have snatched me from death, kept my feet from stumbling,
That I may walk before God in the light of the living.
Psa. 57
Confident Prayer for Deliverance
1 For the director. Do not destroy. A miktam of David, when he fled from Saul into a cave.
I
2 Have mercy on me, God, have mercy on me.
In you I seek shelter.
In the shadow of your wings I seek shelter till harm pass by.
3 I call to God Most High, to God who provides for me.
4 May God send help from heaven to save me, shame those who trample upon me.
May God send fidelity and love. Selah
5 I must lie down in the midst of lions hungry for human prey.
Their teeth are spears and arrows; their tongue, a sharpened sword.
6 Show yourself over the heavens, God; may your glory appear above all the earth.
II
7 They have set a trap for my feet; my soul is bowed down;
They have dug a pit before me.
May they fall into it themselves! Selah
8 My heart is steadfast, God, my heart is steadfast.
I will sing and chant praise.
9 Awake, my soul; awake, lyre and harp!
I will wake the dawn.
10 I will praise you among the peoples, Lord; I will chant your praise among the nations.
11 For your love towers to the heavens; your faithfulness, to the skies.
12 Show yourself over the heavens, God; may your glory appear above all the earth.
Psa. 58
Against Unjust Judges
1 For the leader. Do not destroy. A miktam of David.
I
2 Do you indeed pronounce justice, O gods; do you judge mortals fairly?
3 No, you freely engage in crime; your hands dispense violence to the earth.
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4 The wicked have been corrupt since birth; liars from the womb, they have gone astray.
5 Their poison is like the poison of a snake, like that of a serpent stopping its ears,
6 So as not to hear the voice of the charmer who casts such cunning spells.
II
7 O God, smash the teeth in their mouths; break the jaw-teeth of these lions, LORD!
8 Make them vanish like water flowing away; trodden down, let them wither like grass.
9 Let them dissolve like a snail that oozes away, like an untimely birth that never sees the sun.
10 Suddenly, like brambles or thistles, have the whirlwind snatch them away.
11 Then the just shall rejoice to see the vengeance and bathe their feet in the blood of the wicked.
12 Then it will be said: “Truly there is a reward for the just; there is a God who is judge on
earth!”
Psa. 59
Against Bloodthirsty Enemies
1 For the director. Do not destroy. A miktam of David, when Saul sent people to watch his house
and kill him.
I
2 Rescue me from my enemies, my God; lift me out of reach of my foes.
3 Deliver me from evildoers; from the bloodthirsty save me.
4 They have set an ambush for my life; the powerful conspire against me.
For no offense or misdeed of mine, LORD, 5 for no fault they hurry to take up arms.
Come near and see my plight!
6 You, LORD of hosts, are the God of Israel!
Awake! Punish all the nations.
Have no mercy on these worthless traitors. Selah
7 Each evening they return, growling like dogs, prowling the city.
8 Their mouths pour out insult; sharp words are on their lips.
They say: “Who is there to hear?”
9 You, LORD, laugh at them; you deride all the nations.
10 My strength, for you I watch; you, God, are my fortress, 11 my loving God.
II
12 May God go before me, and show me my fallen foes.
Slay them, God, lest they deceive my people.
Shake them by your power; Lord, our shield, bring them down.
13 For the sinful words of their mouths and lips let them be caught in their pride.
For the lies they have told under oath 14 destroy them in anger, destroy till they are no more.
Then people will know God rules over Jacob, yes, even to the ends of the earth. Selah
15 Each evening they return, growling like dogs, prowling the city.
16 They roam about as scavengers; if they are not filled, they howl.
17 But I shall sing of your strength, extol your love at dawn,
For you are my fortress, my refuge in time of trouble.
18 My strength, your praise I will sing; you, God, are my fortress, my loving God.
Psa. 60
Prayer After Defeat in Battle
1 For the leader; according to “The Lily of...” A miktam of David (for teaching), 2 when he
fought against Aram-Naharaim and Aram-Zobah; and Joab, coming back, killed twelve
thousand Edomites in the Valley of Salt.
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I
3 O God, you rejected us, broke our defenses; you were angry but now revive us.
4 You rocked the earth, split it open; repair the cracks for it totters.
5 You made your people go through hardship, made us stagger from the wine you gave us.
6 Raise up a flag for those who revere you, a refuge for them out of bow shot. Selah
7 Help with your right hand and answer us that your loved ones may escape.
II
8 In the sanctuary God promised:
“I will exult, will apportion Shechem; the valley of Succoth I will measure out.
9 Gilead is mine, mine is Manasseh; Ephraim is the helmet for my head, Judah, my own scepter
10 Moab is my washbowl; upon Edom I cast my sandal. I will triumph over Philistia.”
III
11 Who will bring me to the fortified city?
Who will lead me into Edom?
12 Was it not you who rejected us, God?
Do you no longer march with our armies?
13 Give us aid against the foe; worthless is human help.
14 We will triumph with the help of God, who will trample down our foes.
Psa. 61
Prayer of the King in Exile
1 For the leader; with stringed instruments. Of David.
I
2 Hear my cry, O God, listen to my prayer!
3 From the brink of Sheol I call; my heart grows faint.
Raise me up, set me on a rock, 4 for you are my refuge, a tower of strength against the foe.
5 Then I will ever dwell in your tent, take refuge in the shelter of your wings. Selah
II
6 O God, when you accept my vows and hear the plea of those who revere your name in prayer:
7 “Add to the days of the king’s life; may his years be many generations;
8 May he reign before God forever; may your love and fidelity preserve him”—
9 Then I will sing your name forever, fulfill my vows day after day.
Psa. 62
Trust in God Alone
1 For the leader; al Jeduthun. A psalm of David.
I
2 My soul rests in God alone, from whom comes my salvation.
3 God alone is my rock and salvation, my secure height; I shall never fall.
4 How long will you set upon people, all of you beating them down,
As though they were a sagging fence or a battered wall?
5 Even from my place on high they plot to dislodge me.
They delight in lies; they bless with their mouths, but inwardly they curse. Selah
II
6 My soul, be at rest in God alone, from whom comes my hope.
7 God alone is my rock and my salvation, my secure height; I shall not fall.
8 My safety and glory are with God, my strong rock and refuge.
9 Trust God at all times, my people!
Pour out your hearts to God our refuge! Selah
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III
10 Mortals are a mere breath, the powerful but an illusion;
On a balance they rise; together they are lighter than air.
11 Do not trust in extortion; in plunder put no empty hope.
Though wealth increase, do not set your heart upon it.
12 One thing God has said; two things I have heard: Power belongs to God; 13 so too, Lord, does
kindness,
And you render to each of us according to our deeds.
Psa. 63
Ardent Longing for God
1 A psalm of David, when he was in the wilderness of Judah.
I
2 O God, you are my God— for you I long!
For you my body yearns; for you my soul thirsts,
Like a land parched, lifeless, and without water.
3 So I look to you in the sanctuary to see your power and glory.
4 For your love is better than life; my lips offer you worship!
II
5 I will bless you as long as I live; I will lift up my hands, calling on your name.
6 My soul shall savor the rich banquet of praise, with joyous lips my mouth shall honor you!
7 When I think of you upon my bed, through the night watches I will recall
8 That you indeed are my help, and in the shadow of your wings I shout for joy.
9 My soul clings fast to you; your right hand upholds me.
III
10 But those who seek my life will come to ruin; they shall go down to the depths of the earth!
11 They shall be handed over to the sword and become the prey of jackals!
12 But the king shall rejoice in God; all who swear by the Lord shall exult, for the mouths of
liars will be shut!
Psa. 64
Treacherous Conspirators Punished by God
1 For the leader. A psalm of David.
I
2 O God, hear my anguished voice; from the foes I dread protect my life.
3 Hide me from the malicious crowd, the mob of evildoers.
4 They sharpen their tongues like swords, ready their bows for arrows of poison words.
5 They shoot at the innocent from ambush, shoot without risk, catch them unawares.
6 They resolve on their wicked plan; they conspire to set snares; they say: “Who will see us?”
7 They devise wicked schemes, conceal the schemes they devise; the designs of their hearts are
hidden.
II
8 But God will shoot arrows at them and strike them unawares.
9 They will be brought down by their own tongues; all who see them will shake their heads.
10 Then all will fear and proclaim God’s deed, pondering what has been done.
11 The just will rejoice and take refuge in the LORD; all the upright will glory in their God.
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Psa. 65
Thanksgiving for God’s Blessings
1 For the leader. A psalm of David. A song.
I
2 To you we owe our hymn of praise, O God on Zion;
To you our vows must be fulfilled, 3 you who hear our prayers.
To you all flesh must come 4 with its burden of wicked deeds.
We are overcome by our sins; only you can pardon them.
5 Happy the chosen ones you bring to dwell in your courts.
May we be filled with the good things of your house, the blessings of your holy temple!
II
6 You answer us with awesome deeds of justice, O God our savior, The hope of all the ends of
the earth and of far distant islands.
7 You are robed in power, you set up the mountains by your might.
8 You still the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, the tumult of the peoples.
9 Distant peoples stand in awe of your marvels; east and west you make resound with joy.
III
10 You visit the earth and water it, make it abundantly fertile.
God’s stream is filled with water; with it you supply the world with grain.
Thus do you prepare the earth: 11 you drench plowed furrows, and level their ridges.
With showers you keep the ground soft, blessing its young sprouts.
12 You adorn the year with your bounty; your paths drip with fruitful rain.
13 The untilled meadows also drip; the hills are robed with joy.
14 The pastures are clothed with flocks, the valleys blanketed with grain; they cheer and sing for
joy.
Psa. 66
Praise of God, Israel’s Deliverer
1 For the leader. A song; a psalm.
2 Shout joyfully to God, all you on earth; sing of his glorious name; give him glorious praise.
3 Say to God: “How awesome your deeds!
Before your great strength your enemies cringe.
4 All on earth fall in worship before you; they sing of you, sing of your name!” Selah
I
5 Come and see the works of God, awesome in the deeds done for us.
6 He changed the sea to dry land; through the river they passed on foot.
Therefore let us rejoice in him, 7 who rules by might forever,
Whose eyes are fixed upon the nations.
Let no rebel rise to challenge! Selah
8 Bless our God, you peoples; loudly sound his praise,
9 Who has kept us alive and not allowed our feet to slip.
10 You tested us, O God, tried us as silver tried by fire.
11 You led us into a snare; you bound us at the waist as captives.
12 You let captors set foot on our neck; we went through fire and water; then you led us out to
freedom.
II
13 I will bring holocausts to your house; to you I will fulfill my vows,
14 The vows my lips pronounced and my mouth spoke in distress.
15 Holocausts of fatlings I will offer you and burnt offerings of rams; I will sacrifice oxen and
Wisdom Books

69

goats. Selah
16 Come and hear, all you who fear God, while I recount what has been done for me.
17 I called to the Lord with my mouth; praise was upon my tongue.
18 Had I cherished evil in my heart, the Lord would not have heard.
19 But God did hear and listened to my voice in prayer.
20 Blessed be God, who did not refuse me the kindness I sought in prayer.
Psa. 67
Harvest Prayer That All Men May Worship God
1 For the leader; with stringed instruments. A psalm; a song.
I
2 May God be gracious to us and bless us; may God’s face shine upon us. Selah
3 So shall your rule be known upon the earth, your saving power among all the nations.
4 May the peoples praise you, God; may all the peoples praise you!
II
5 May the nations be glad and shout for joy; for you govern the peoples justly, you guide the
nations upon the earth. Selah
6 May the peoples praise you, God; may all the peoples praise you!
III
7 The earth has yielded its harvest; God, our God, blesses us.
8 May God bless us still; that the ends of the earth may revere our God.
Psa. 68
God’s Triumphal Procession
1 For the leader. A psalm of David; a song.
I
2 God will arise for battle; the enemy will be scattered; those who hate God will flee.
3 The wind will disperse them like smoke; as wax is melted by fire, so the wicked will perish
before God.
4 Then the just will be glad; they will rejoice before God; they will celebrate with great joy.
II
5 Sing to God, praise the divine name; exalt the rider of the clouds.
Rejoice before this God whose name is the LORD.
6 Father of the fatherless, defender of widows— this is the God whose abode is holy,
7 Who gives a home to the forsaken, who leads prisoners out to prosperity, while rebels live in
the desert.
III
8 God, when you went forth before your people, when you marched through the desert, Selah
9 The earth quaked, the heavens shook, before God, the One of Sinai, before God, the God of
Israel.
10 You claimed a land as your own, O God; 11 your people settled there.
There you poured abundant rains, God, graciously given to the poor in their need.
IV
12 The Lord announced the news of victory:
13 “The kings and their armies are in desperate flight.
All you people so numerous, will you stay by the sheepfolds?
Every household will share the booty, 14 perhaps a dove sheathed with silver, its wings covered
with yellow gold.”
15 When the Almighty routed the kings there, the spoils were scattered like snow on Zalmon.
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V
16 You high mountains of Bashan, you rugged mountains of Bashan,
17 You rugged mountains, why look with envy at the mountain where God has chosen to dwell,
where the LORD resides forever?
18 God’s chariots were myriad, thousands upon thousands; from Sinai the Lord entered the holy
place.
19 You went up to its lofty height; you took captives, received slaves as tribute.
No rebels can live in the presence of God.
VI
20 Blessed be the Lord day by day, God, our salvation, who carries us. Selah
21 Our God is a God who saves; escape from death is in the LORD God’s hands.
22 God will crush the skulls of the enemy, the hairy heads of those who walk in sin.
23 The Lord has said: “Even from Bashan I will fetch them, fetch them even from the depths of
the sea.
24 You will wash your feet in your enemy’s blood; the tongues of your dogs will lap it up.”
VII
25 Your procession comes into view, O God, your procession into the holy place, my God and
king.
26 The singers go first, the harpists follow; in their midst girls sound the timbrels.
27 In your choirs, bless God; bless the LORD, you from Israel’s assemblies.
28 In the lead is Benjamin, few in number; there the princes of Judah, a large throng, the princes
of Zebulun, the princes of Naphtali, too.
VIII
29 Summon again, O God, your power, the divine power you once showed for us.
30 Show it from your temple on behalf of Jerusalem, that kings may bring you tribute.
31 Roar at the wild beast of the reeds, the herd of mighty bulls, the lords of nations; scatter the
nations that delight in war.
32 Exact rich tribute from lower Egypt, from upper Egypt, gold and silver; make Ethiopia extend
its hands to God.
IX
33 You kingdoms of the earth, sing to God; chant the praises of the Lord, Selah
34 Who rides the heights of the ancient heavens, whose voice is thunder, mighty thunder.
35 Confess the power of God, whose majesty protects Israel, whose power is in the sky.
36 Awesome is God in his holy place, the God of Israel, who gives power and strength to his
people.
Blessed be God!
Psa. 69
A Cry of Anguish in Great Distress
1 For the leader; according to “Lilies.” Of David.
I
2 Save me, God, for the waters have reached my neck.
3 I have sunk into the mire of the deep, where there is no foothold.
I have gone down to the watery depths; the flood overwhelms me.
4 I am weary with crying out; my throat is parched.
My eyes have failed, looking for my God.
5 More numerous than the hairs of my head are those who hate me without cause.
Too many for my strength are my treacherous enemies.
Must I now restore what I did not steal?
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II
6 God, you know my folly; my faults are not hidden from you.
7 Let those who wait for you, LORD of hosts, not be shamed through me.
Let those who seek you, God of Israel, not be disgraced through me,
8 For your sake I bear insult, shame covers my face.
9 I have become an outcast to my kin, a stranger to my mother’s children.
10 Because zeal for your house consumes me, I am scorned by those who scorn you.
11 I have wept and fasted, but this led only to scorn.
12 I clothed myself in sackcloth; I became a byword for them.
13 They who sit at the gate gossip about me; drunkards make me the butt of their songs.
III
14 But I pray to you, LORD, for the time of your favor.
God, in your great kindness answer me with your constant help.
15 Rescue me from the mire; do not let me sink.
Rescue me from my enemies and from the watery depths.
16 Do not let the floodwaters overwhelm me, nor the deep swallow me, nor the mouth of the pit
close over me.
17 Answer me, LORD, in your generous love; in your great mercy turn to me.
18 Do not hide your face from your servant; in my distress hasten to answer me.
19 Come and ransom my life; because of my enemies redeem me.
20 You know my reproach, my shame, my disgrace; before you stand all my foes.
21 Insult has broken my heart, and I am weak; I looked for compassion, but there was none, for
comforters, but found none.
22 Instead they put gall in my food; for my thirst they gave me vinegar.
IV
23 Make their own table a snare for them, a trap for their friends.
24 Make their eyes so dim they cannot see; keep their backs ever feeble.
25 Pour out your wrath upon them; let the fury of your anger overtake them.
26 Make their camp desolate, with none to dwell in their tents.
27 For they pursued the one you struck, added to the pain of the one you wounded.
28 Add that to their crimes; let them not attain to your reward.
29 Strike them from the book of the living; do not count them among the just!
V
30 But I am afflicted and in pain; let your saving help protect me, God,
31 That I may praise God’s name in song and glorify it with thanksgiving.
32 My song will please the LORD more than oxen, more than bullocks with horns and hooves:
33 “See, you lowly ones, and be glad; you who seek God, take heart!
34 For the LORD hears the poor, does not spurn those in bondage.
35 Let the heavens and the earth sing praise, the seas and whatever moves in them!”
36 God will rescue Zion, rebuild the cities of Judah.
God’s servants shall dwell in the land and possess it; 37 it shall be the heritage of their
descendants; those who love God’s name shall dwell there.
Psa. 70
Prayer for Divine Help
1 For the leader; of David. For remembrance.
2 Graciously rescue me, God!
Come quickly to help me, LORD!
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3 Confound and put to shame those who seek my life.
Turn back in disgrace those who desire my ruin.
4 Let those who say “Aha!” turn back in their shame.
5 But may all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you.
May those who long for your help always say, “God be glorified!”
6 Here I am, afflicted and poor.
God, come quickly!
You are my help and deliverer.
LORD, do not delay!
Psa. 71
Humble Prayer in Time of Old Age
I
1 In you, LORD, I take refuge; let me never be put to shame.
2 In your justice rescue and deliver me; listen to me and save me!
3 Be my rock and refuge, my secure stronghold; for you are my rock and fortress.
4 My God, rescue me from the power of the wicked, from the clutches of the violent.
5 You are my hope, Lord; my trust, GOD, from my youth.
6 On you I depend since birth; from my mother’s womb you are my strength; my hope in you
never wavers.
7 I have become a portent to many, but you are my strong refuge!
8 My mouth shall be filled with your praise, shall sing your glory every day.
II
9 Do not cast me aside in my old age; as my strength fails, do not forsake me.
10 For my enemies speak against me; they watch and plot against me.
11 They say, “God has abandoned that one
Pursue, seize the wretch!
No one will come to the rescue!”
12 God, do not stand far from me; my God, hasten to help me.
13 Bring to a shameful end those who attack me;
Cover with contempt and scorn those who seek my ruin.
14 I will always hope in you and add to all your praise.
15 My mouth shall proclaim your just deeds, day after day your acts of deliverance, though I
cannot number them all.
16 I will speak of the mighty works of the Lord; O GOD, I will tell of your singular justice.
III
17 God, you have taught me from my youth; to this day I proclaim your wondrous deeds.
18 Now that I am old and gray, do not forsake me, God, That I may proclaim your might to all
generations yet to come,
Your power 19 and justice, God, to the highest heaven.
You have done great things; O God, who is your equal?
20 You have sent me many bitter afflictions, but once more revive me.
From the watery depths of the earth once more raise me up.
21 Restore my honor; turn and comfort me,
22 That I may praise you with the lyre for your faithfulness, my God,
And sing to you with the harp, O Holy One of Israel!
23 My lips will shout for joy as I sing your praise; my soul, too, which you have redeemed.
24 Yes, my tongue shall recount your justice day by day.
For those who sought my ruin will have been shamed and disgraced.
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Psa. 72
The Kingdom of the Messiah
1 Of Solomon.
I
2 O God, give your judgment to the king; your justice to the son of kings;
That he may govern your people with justice, your oppressed with right judgment,
3 That the mountains may yield their bounty for the people, and the hills great abundance,
4 That he may defend the oppressed among the people, save the poor and crush the oppressor.
II
5 May he live as long as the sun endures, like the moon, through all generations.
6 May he be like rain coming down upon the fields, like showers watering the earth,
7 That abundance may flourish in his days, great bounty, till the moon be no more.
III
8 May he rule from sea to sea, from the river to the ends of the earth.
9 May his foes kneel before him, his enemies lick the dust.
10 May the kings of Tarshish and the islands bring tribute, the kings of Arabia and Seba offer
gifts.
11 May all kings bow before him, all nations serve him.
IV
12 For he rescues the poor when they cry out, the oppressed who have no one to help.
13 He shows pity to the needy and the poor and saves the lives of the poor.
14 From extortion and violence he frees them, for precious is their blood in his sight.
V
15 Long may he live, receiving gold from Arabia, prayed for without cease, blessed day by day.
16 May wheat abound in the land, flourish even on the mountain heights.
May his fruit increase like Lebanon’s, his wheat like the grasses of the land.
17 May his name be blessed forever; as long as the sun, may his name endure.
May the tribes of the earth give blessings with his name; may all the nations regard him as
favored.
* * *
The Doxology in Verses 18 & 19, ending the Second Book of Psalms, are a later addition.
18 Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who alone does wonderful deeds.
19 Blessed be his glorious name forever; may all the earth be filled with the LORD’S glory.
Amen and amen.
20 The end of the psalms of David, son of Jesse.
This verse shows that Psalm 72 was once the end of a certain collection of David’s Psalms.
It does not; however, exclude other Psalms of David included within the following collections
(i.e. Third, Fourth & Fifth Books of Psalms).
III. THE THIRD BOOK – Psalms 73-89
Psa. 73
False Happiness of the Wicked
1 A psalm of Asaph.
How good God is to the upright, the Lord, to those who are clean of heart!
2 But, as for me, I lost my balance; my feet all but slipped,
3 Because I was envious of the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.
I
4 For they suffer no pain; their bodies are healthy and sleek.
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5 They are free of the burdens of life; they are not afflicted like others.
6 Thus pride adorns them as a necklace; violence clothes them as a robe.
7 Out of their stupidity comes sin; evil thoughts flood their hearts.
8 They scoff and spout their malice; from on high they utter threats.
9 They set their mouths against the heavens, their tongues roam the earth.
10 So my people turn to them and drink deeply of their words.
11 They say, “Does God really know?”
“Does the Most High have any knowledge?”
12 Such, then, are the wicked, always carefree, increasing their wealth.
II
13 Is it in vain that I have kept my heart clean, washed my hands in innocence?
14 For I am afflicted day after day, chastised every morning.
15 Had I thought, “I will speak as they do,” I would have betrayed your people.
16 Though I tried to understand all this, it was too difficult for me,
17 Till I entered the sanctuary of God and came to understand their end.
III
18 You set them, indeed, on a slippery road; you hurl them down to ruin.
19 How suddenly they are devastated; undone by disasters forever!
20 They are like a dream after waking, Lord, dismissed like shadows when you arise.
21 Since my heart was embittered and my soul deeply wounded,
22 I was stupid and could not understand; I was like a brute beast in your presence.
IV
23 Yet I am always with you; you take hold of my right hand.
24 With your counsel you guide me, and at the end receive me with honor.
25 Whom else have I in the heavens?
None beside you delights me on earth.
26 Though my flesh and my heart fail, God is the rock of my heart, my portion forever.
27 But those who are far from you perish; you destroy those unfaithful to you.
28 As for me, to be near God is my good, to make the Lord GOD my refuge.
I shall declare all your works in the gates of daughter Zion.
Psa. 74
Prayer in Time of National Calamity
1 A maskil of Asaph.
I
Why, God, have you cast us off forever?
Why does your anger burn against the sheep of your pasture?
2 Remember your flock that you gathered of old, the tribe you redeemed as your very own.
Remember Mount Zion where you dwell.
3 Turn your steps toward the utter ruins, toward the sanctuary devastated by the enemy.
4 Your foes roared triumphantly in your shrine; they set up their own tokens of victory.
5 They hacked away like foresters gathering boughs, swinging their axes in a thicket of trees.
6 They smashed all your engraved work, pounded it with hammer and pick.
7 They set your sanctuary on fire; the abode of your name they razed and profaned.
8 They said in their hearts, “Destroy them all! Burn all the shrines of God in the land!”
9 Now we see no signs, we have no prophets, no one who knows how long.
10 How long, O God, shall the enemy jeer?
Shall the foe revile your name forever?
11 Why draw back your right hand, why keep it idle beneath your cloak?
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II
12 Yet you, God, are my king from of old, winning victories throughout the earth.
13 You stirred up the sea in your might; you smashed the heads of the dragons on the waters.
14 You crushed the heads of Leviathan, tossed him for food to the sharks.
15 You opened up springs and torrents, brought dry land out of the primeval waters.
16 Yours the day and yours the night; you set the moon and sun in place.
17 You fixed all the limits of the earth; summer and winter you made.
18 Remember how the enemy has jeered, O LORD, how a foolish people has reviled your name.
19 Do not surrender to beasts those who praise you; do not forget forever the life of your
afflicted.
20 Look to your covenant, for the land is filled with gloom; the pastures, with violence.
21 Let not the oppressed turn back in shame; may the poor and needy praise your name.
22 Arise, God, defend your cause; remember the constant jeers of the fools.
23 Do not ignore the clamor of your foes, the unceasing uproar of your enemies.
Psa. 75
God the Just Judge of the Wicked
1 For the leader. Do not destroy! A psalm of Asaph; a song.
I
2 We thank you, God, we give thanks; we call upon your name, declare your wonderful deeds.
II
You said: 3 “I will choose the time; I will judge fairly.
4 The earth and all its inhabitants will quake, but I have firmly set its pillars.” Selah
5 So I say to the boastful: “Do not boast!” to the wicked: “Do not raise your horns!
6 Do not raise your horns against heaven!
Do not speak arrogantly against the Rock!”
7 For judgment comes not from east or from west, not from the desert or from the mountains,
8 But from God who decides, who brings some low and raises others high.
9 Yes, a cup is in the LORD’S hand, foaming wine, fully spiced.
When God pours it out, they will drain it even to the dregs; all the wicked of the earth must
drink.
III
10 But I will rejoice forever; I will sing praise to the God of Jacob,
11 Who has said: “I will break off all the horns of the wicked, but the horns of the just shall be
lifted up.”
Psa. 76
Thanksgiving for the Overthrow of Israel’s Foes
1 For the leader; a psalm with stringed instruments. A song of Asaph.
I
2 Renowned in Judah is God, whose name is great in Israel.
3 On Salem is God’s tent, a shelter on Zion.
4 There the flashing arrows were shattered, shield, sword, and weapons of war. Selah
II
5 Terrible and awesome are you, stronger than the ancient mountains.
6 Despoiled are the bold warriors; they sleep their final sleep; the hands of all the mighty have
failed.
7 At your roar, O God of Jacob, chariots and steeds lay still.
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III
8 So terrible and awesome are you; who can stand before you and your great anger?
9 From the heavens you pronounced sentence; the earth was terrified and reduced to silence,
IV
10 When you arose, O God, for judgment to deliver the afflicted of the land. Selah
11 Even wrathful Edom praises you; the remnant of Hamath keeps your feast.
12 Make and keep vows to the LORD your God.
May all present bring gifts to this awesome God,
13 Who checks the pride of princes, inspires awe among the kings of earth.
Psa. 77
Lament and Comfort in Time of Distress
1 For the leader; al Jeduthun. A psalm of Asaph.
I
2 I cry aloud to God, cry to God to hear me.
3 On the day of my distress I seek the Lord; by night my hands are raised unceasingly; I refuse to
be consoled.
4 When I think of God, I groan; as I ponder, my spirit grows faint. Selah
5 My eyes cannot close in sleep; I am troubled and cannot speak.
6 I consider the days of old; the years long past 7 I remember.
In the night I meditate in my heart; I ponder and my spirit broods:
8 “Will the Lord reject us forever, never again show favor?
9 Has God’s love ceased forever?
Has the promise failed for all ages?
10 Has God forgotten mercy, in anger withheld compassion?” Selah
11 I conclude: “My sorrow is this, the right hand of the Most High has left us.”
12 I will remember the deeds of the LORD; yes, your wonders of old I will remember.
13 I will recite all your works; your exploits I will tell.
II
14 Your way, O God, is holy; what god is as great as our God?
15 You alone are the God who did wonders; among the peoples you revealed your might.
16 With your arm you redeemed your people, the descendants of Jacob and Joseph. Selah
17 The waters saw you, God; the waters saw you and lashed about, trembled even to their depths.
18 The clouds poured down their rains; the thunderheads rumbled; your arrows flashed back and
forth.
19 The thunder of your chariot wheels resounded; your lightning lit up the world; the earth
trembled and quaked.
20 Through the sea was your path; your way, through the mighty waters, though your footsteps
were unseen.
21 You led your people like a flock under the care of Moses and Aaron.
Psa. 78
God’s Goodness Despite Israel’s Ingratitude
1 A maskil of Asaph.
Attend, my people, to my teaching; listen to the words of my mouth.
2 I will open my mouth in story, drawing lessons from of old.
3 We have heard them, we know them; our ancestors have recited them to us.
4 We do not keep them from our children; we recite them to the next generation,
The praiseworthy and mighty deeds of the LORD, the wonders that he performed.
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5 God set up a decree in Jacob, established a law in Israel:
What he commanded our ancestors, they were to teach their children;
6 That the next generation might come to know, children yet to be born.
In turn they were to recite them to their children, 7 that they too might put their trust in God,
And not forget the works of God, keeping his commandments.
8 They were not to be like their ancestors, a rebellious and defiant generation,
A generation whose heart was not constant, whose spirit was not faithful to God,
I
9 Like the ranks of Ephraimite archers, who retreated on the day of battle.
10 They did not keep God’s covenant; they refused to walk by his law.
11 They forgot his works, the wondrous deeds he had shown them.
12 In the sight of their ancestors God did wonders, in the land of Egypt, the plain of Zoan.
13 He split the sea and led them across, piling up the waters rigid as walls.
14 God led them with a cloud by day, all night with the light of fire.
15 He split rock in the desert, gave water to drink, abounding as the deep.
16 He made streams flow from crags, drew out rivers of water.
II
17 But they went on sinning against him, rebelling against the Most High in the desert.
18 They tested God in their hearts, demanding the food they craved.
19 They spoke against God, and said, “Can God spread a table in the desert?
20 True, when he struck the rock, water gushed forth, the wadis flooded.
But can he also provide bread, give meat to his people?”
21 The LORD heard and grew angry; fire blazed up against Jacob; anger flared up against Israel.
22 For they did not believe in God, did not trust in his saving power.
23 So he commanded the skies above; the doors of heaven he opened.
24 God rained manna upon them for food; bread from heaven he gave them.
25 All ate a meal fit for heroes; food he sent in abundance.
26 He stirred up the east wind in the heavens; by his power God brought on the south wind.
27 He rained meat upon them like dust, winged fowl like the sands of the sea,
28 Brought them down in the midst of the camp, round about their tents.
29 They ate and were well filled; he gave them what they had craved.
30 But while they still wanted more, and the food was still in their mouths,
31 God’s anger attacked them, killed their best warriors, laid low the youth of Israel.
III
32 In spite of all this they went on sinning, they did not believe in his wonders.
33 God ended their days abruptly, their years in sudden death.
34 When he slew them, they began to seek him; they again inquired of their God.
35 They remembered that God was their rock, God Most High, their redeemer.
36 But they deceived him with their mouths, lied to him with their tongues.
37 Their hearts were not constant toward him; they were not faithful to his covenant.
38 But God is merciful and forgave their sin; he did not utterly destroy them.
Time and again he turned back his anger, unwilling to unleash all his rage.
39 He was mindful that they were flesh, a breath that passes and does not return.
IV
40 How often they rebelled against God in the desert, grieved him in the wasteland.
41 Again and again they tested God, provoked the Holy One of Israel.
42 They did not remember his power, the day he redeemed them from the foe,
43 When he displayed his wonders in Egypt, his marvels in the plain of Zoan.
44 God changed their rivers to blood; their streams they could not drink.
45 He sent insects that devoured them, frogs that destroyed them.
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46 He gave their harvest to the caterpillar, the fruits of their labor to the locust.
47 He killed their vines with hail, their sycamores with frost.
48 He exposed their flocks to deadly hail, their cattle to lightning.
49 He unleashed against them his fiery breath, roar, fury, and distress, storming messengers of
death.
50 He cleared a path for his anger; he did not spare them from death; he delivered their beasts to
the plague.
51 He struck all the firstborn of Egypt, love’s first child in the tents of Ham.
52 God led forth his people like sheep; he guided them through the desert like a flock.
53 He led them on secure and unafraid, but the sea enveloped their enemies.
54 He brought them to his holy land, the mountain his right hand had won.
55 God drove out the nations before them, apportioned them a heritage by lot, settled the tribes
of Israel in their tents.
V
56 But they tested, rebelled against God Most High, his decrees they did not observe.
57 They turned back, deceitful like their ancestors; they proved false like a bow with no tension.
58 They enraged him with their high places; with their idols they goaded him.
59 God heard and grew angry; he rejected Israel completely.
60 He forsook the shrine at Shiloh, the tent where he dwelt with humans.
61 He gave up his might into captivity, his glorious ark into the hands of the foe.
62 God abandoned his people to the sword; he was enraged against his heritage.
63 Fire consumed their young men; their young women heard no wedding songs.
64 Their priests fell by the sword; their widows made no lamentation.
VI
65 Then the Lord awoke as from sleep, like a warrior from the effects of wine.
66 He put his enemies to flight; everlasting shame he dealt them.
67 He rejected the tent of Joseph, chose not the tribe of Ephraim.
68 God chose the tribe of Judah, Mount Zion which he favored.
69 He built his shrine like the heavens, like the earth which he founded forever.
70 He chose David his servant, took him from the sheepfold.
71 From tending sheep God brought him, to shepherd Jacob, his people, Israel, his heritage.
72 He shepherded them with a pure heart; with skilled hands he guided them.
Psa. 79
The Destruction of Jerusalem and Its Temple
1 A psalm of Asaph.
I
O God, the nations have invaded your heritage; they have defiled your holy temple, have laid
Jerusalem in ruins.
2 They have left the corpses of your servants as food for the birds of the heavens, the flesh of
your faithful for the beasts of the earth.
3 They have spilled their blood like water all around Jerusalem, and no one is left to bury them.
4 We have become the reproach of our neighbors, the scorn and derision of those around us.
II
5 How long, LORD? Will you be angry forever?
Will your rage keep burning like fire?
6 Pour out your wrath on nations that reject you, on kingdoms that do not call on your name,
7 For they have devoured Jacob, laid waste his home.
8 Do not hold past iniquities against us; may your compassion come quickly, for we have been
brought very low.
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III
9 Help us, God our savior, for the glory of your name.
Deliver us, pardon our sins for your name’s sake.
10 Why should the nations say, “Where is their God?”
Before our eyes make clear to the nations that you avenge the blood of your servants.
IV
11 Let the groans of prisoners come before you; by your great power free those doomed to death.
12 Lord, inflict on our neighbors seven fold the disgrace they inflicted on you.
13 Then we, your people, the sheep of your pasture, will give thanks to you forever; through all
ages we will declare your praise.
Psa. 80
Prayer for the Restoration of Lord’s Vineyard
1 For the leader; according to “Lilies.” Eduth. A psalm of Asaph.
I
2 Shepherd of Israel, listen, guide of the flock of Joseph!
From your throne upon the cherubim reveal yourself 3 to Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh.
Stir up your power, come to save us.
4 O LORD of hosts, restore us;
Let your face shine upon us, that we may be saved.
II
5 LORD of hosts, how long will you burn with anger while your people pray?
6 You have fed them the bread of tears, made them drink tears in abundance.
7 You have left us to be fought over by our neighbors; our enemies deride us.
8 O LORD of hosts, restore us; let your face shine upon us, that we may be saved.
III
9 You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove away the nations and planted it.
10 You cleared the ground; it took root and filled the land.
11 The mountains were covered by its shadow, the cedars of God by its branches.
12 It sent out boughs as far as the sea, shoots as far as the river.
IV
13 Why have you broken down the walls, so that all who pass by pluck its fruit?
14 The boar from the forest strips the vine; the beast of the field feeds upon it.
15 Turn again, LORD of hosts; look down from heaven and see;
Attend to this vine, 16 the shoot your right hand has planted.
V
17 Those who would burn or cut it down— may they perish at your rebuke.
18 May your help be with the man at your right hand, with the one whom you once made strong.
19 Then we will not withdraw from you; revive us, and we will call on your name.
20 LORD of hosts, restore us; let your face shine upon us, that we may be saved.
Psa. 81
Festive Song with an Admonition to Fidelity
1 For the leader; “upon the gittith.” Of Asaph.
A
2 Sing joyfully to God our strength; shout in triumph to the God of Jacob!
3 Take up a melody, sound the timbrel, the sweet-sounding harp and lyre.
4 Blow the trumpet at the new moon, at the full moon, on our solemn feast.
5 For this is a law in Israel, an edict of the God of Jacob,
6 Who made it a decree for Joseph when he came out of the land of Egypt.
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B
I
I hear a new oracle:
7 “I relieved their shoulders of the burden; their hands put down the basket.
8 In distress you called and I rescued you; unseen, I spoke to you in thunder;
At the waters of Meribah I tested you and said: Selah
9 ‘Listen, my people, I give you warning!
If only you will obey me, Israel!
10 There must be no foreign god among you; you must not worship an alien god.
11 I, the LORD, am your God, who brought you up from the land of Egypt.
Open wide your mouth that I may fill it.’
II
12 But my people did not listen to my words; Israel did not obey me.
13 So I gave them over to hardness of heart; they followed their own designs.
14 But even now if my people would listen, if Israel would walk in my paths,
15 In a moment I would subdue their foes, against their enemies unleash my hand.
16 Those who hate the LORD would tremble, their doom sealed forever.
17 But Israel I would feed with the finest wheat, satisfy them with honey from the rock.”
Psa. 82
Judgment Against Wicked Judges
1 A psalm of Asaph.
God rises in the divine council, gives judgment in the midst of the gods.
I
2 “How long will you judge unjustly and favor the cause of the wicked? Selah
3 Defend the lowly and fatherless; render justice to the afflicted and needy.
4 Rescue the lowly and poor; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.”
II
5 The gods neither know nor understand, wandering about in darkness, and all the world’s
foundations shake.
6 I declare: “Gods though you be, offspring of the Most High all of you,
7 Yet like any mortal you shall die; like any prince you shall fall.”
8 Arise, O God, judge the earth, for yours are all the nations.
Psa. 83
Prayer Against a Hostile Alliance
1 A song; a psalm of Asaph.
I
2 God, do not be silent; God, be not still and unmoved!
3 See how your enemies rage; your foes proudly raise their heads.
4 They conspire against your people, plot against those you protect.
5 They say, “Come, let us wipe out their nation; let Israel’s name be mentioned no more!”
6 They scheme with one mind, in league against you:
7 The tents of Ishmael and Edom, the people of Moab and Hagar,
8 Gebal, Ammon, and Amalek, Philistia and the inhabitants of Tyre.
9 Assyria, too, in league with them gives aid to the descendants of Lot. Selah
II
10 Deal with them as with Midian; as with Sisera and Jabin at the torrent Kishon,
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11 Those destroyed at Endor, who became dung for the ground.
12 Make their nobles like Oreb and Zeeb, all their princes like Zebah and Zalmunna,
13 Who made a plan together, “Let us seize the pastures of God.”
14 My God, turn them into withered grass, into chaff flying before the wind.
15 As a fire raging through a forest, a flame setting mountains ablaze,
16 Pursue them with your tempest; terrify them with your storm.
17 Cover their faces with shame, till they pay you homage, LORD.
18 Let them be dismayed and shamed forever; let them perish in disgrace.
19 Show them you alone are the LORD, the Most High over all the earth.
Psa. 84
Desire for the Sanctuary
1 For the leader; “upon the gittith.” A psalm of the Korahites.
I
2 How lovely your dwelling, O LORD of hosts!
3 My soul yearns and pines for the courts of the LORD.
My heart and flesh cry out for the living God.
4 As the sparrow finds a home and the swallow a nest to settle her young,
My home is by your altars, LORD of hosts, my king and my God!
II
5 Happy are those who dwell in your house!
They never cease to praise you. Selah
6 Happy are those who find refuge in you, whose hearts are set on pilgrim roads.
7 As they pass through the Baca valley, they find spring water to drink.
Also from pools the Lord provides water for those who lose their way.
8 They pass through outer and inner wall and see the God of gods on Zion.
III
9 LORD of hosts, hear my prayer; listen, God of Jacob. Selah
10 O God, look kindly on our shield; look upon the face of your anointed.
11 Better one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere.
Better the threshold of the house of my God than a home in the tents of the wicked.
12 For a sun and shield is the LORD God, bestowing all grace and glory.
The LORD withholds no good thing from those who walk without reproach.
13 O LORD of hosts, happy are those who trust in you!
Psa. 85
Prayer for Complete Restoration
1 For the leader. A psalm of the Korahites.
I
2 You once favored, LORD, your land, restored the good fortune of Jacob.
3 You forgave the guilt of your people, pardoned all their sins. Selah
4 You withdrew all your wrath, turned back your burning anger.
II
5 Restore us once more, God our savior; abandon your wrath against us.
6 Will you be angry with us forever, drag out your anger for all generations?
7 Please give us life again, that your people may rejoice in you.
8 Show us, LORD, your love; grant us your salvation.
III
9 I will listen for the word of God; surely the LORD will proclaim peace
Wisdom Books

82

To his people, to the faithful, to those who trust in him.
10 Near indeed is salvation for the loyal; prosperity will fill our land.
11 Love and truth will meet; justice and peace will kiss.
12 Truth will spring from the earth; justice will look down from heaven.
13 The LORD will surely grant abundance; our land will yield its increase.
14 Prosperity will march before the Lord, and good fortune will follow behind.
Psa. 86
Prayer in Time of Distress
1 A prayer of David.
I
Hear me, LORD, and answer me, for I am poor and oppressed.
2 Preserve my life, for I am loyal; save your servant who trusts in you.
3 You are my God; pity me, Lord; to you I call all the day.
4 Gladden the soul of your servant; to you, Lord, I lift up my soul.
5 Lord, you are kind and forgiving, most loving to all who call on you.
6 LORD, hear my prayer; listen to my cry for help.
7 In this time of trouble I call, for you will answer me.
II
8 None among the gods can equal you, O Lord; nor can their deeds compare to yours.
9 All the nations you have made shall come to bow before you, Lord, and give honor to your
name.
10 For you are great and do wondrous deeds; and you alone are God.
III
11 Teach me, LORD, your way that I may walk in your truth, single-hearted and revering your
name.
12 I will praise you with all my heart, glorify your name forever, Lord my God.
13 Your love for me is great; you have rescued me from the depths of Sheol.
14 O God, the arrogant have risen against me; a ruthless band has sought my life; to you they pay
no heed.
15 But you, Lord, are a merciful and gracious God, slow to anger, most loving and true.
16 Turn to me, have pity on me; give your strength to your servant; save this child of your
handmaid.
17 Give me a sign of your favor: make my enemies see, to their confusion, that you, LORD, help
and comfort me.
Psa. 87
Zion the Home of All Nations
1 A psalm of the Korahites. A song.
The LORD loves the city founded on holy mountains,
2 Loves the gates of Zion more than any dwelling in Jacob.
3 Glorious things are said of you, O city of God! Selah
4 From Babylon and Egypt I count those who acknowledge the LORD.
Philistia, Ethiopia, Tyre, of them it can be said: “This one was born there.”
5 But of Zion it must be said: “They all were born here.”
The Most High confirms this; 6 the Lord notes in the register of the peoples: “This one was born
here.” Selah
7 So all sing in their festive dance: “Within you is my true home.”
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Psa. 88
Lament and Prayer in Affliction
1 A song; a psalm of the Korahites. For the leader; according to Mahalath. For singing; a
maskil of Heman the Ezrahite.
I
2 LORD, my God, I call out by day; at night I cry aloud in your presence.
3 Let my prayer come before you; incline your ear to my cry.
4 For my soul is filled with troubles; my life draws near to Sheol.
5 I am reckoned with those who go down to the pit; I am weak, without strength.
6 My couch is among the dead, with the slain who lie in the grave.
You remember them no more; they are cut off from your care.
7 You plunged me into the bottom of the pit, into the darkness of the abyss.
8 Your wrath lies heavy upon me; all your waves crash over me. Selah
9 Because of you my friends shun me; you make me loathsome to them;
Caged in, I cannot escape; 10 my eyes grow dim from trouble.
II
All day I call on you, LORD; I stretch out my hands to you.
11 Do you work wonders for the dead?
Do the shades arise and praise you? Selah
12 Is your love proclaimed in the grave, your fidelity in the tomb?
13 Are your marvels declared in the darkness, your righteous deeds in the land of oblivion?
III
14 But I cry out to you, LORD; in the morning my prayer comes before you.
15 Why do you reject me, LORD?
Why hide your face from me?
16 I am mortally afflicted since youth; lifeless, I suffer your terrible blows.
17 Your wrath has swept over me; your terrors have reduced me to silence.
18 All the day they surge round like a flood; from every side they close in on me.
19 Because of you companions shun me; my only friend is darkness.
Psa. 89
Prayer for the Fulfillment of God’s Promises to David
1 A maskil of Ethan the Ezrahite.
I
2 The promises of the LORD I will sing forever, proclaim your loyalty through all ages.
3 For you said, “My love is established forever; my loyalty will stand as long as the heavens.
4 I have made a covenant with my chosen one; I have sworn to David my servant:
5 I will make your dynasty stand forever and establish your throne through all ages.” Selah
II
6 The heavens praise your marvels, LORD, your loyalty in the assembly of the holy ones.
7 Who in the skies ranks with the LORD?
Who is like the LORD among the gods?
8 A God dreaded in the council of the holy ones, greater and more awesome than all who sit
there!
9 LORD, God of hosts, who is like you?
Mighty LORD, your loyalty is always present.
10 You rule the raging sea; you still its swelling waves.
11 You crushed Rahab with a mortal blow; your strong arm scattered your foes.
12 Yours are the heavens, yours the earth; you founded the world and everything in it.
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13 Zaphon and Amanus you created; Tabor and Hermon rejoice in your name.
14 Mighty your arm, strong your hand, your right hand is ever exalted.
15 Justice and judgment are the foundation of your throne; love and loyalty march before you.
16 Happy the people who know you, LORD, who walk in the radiance of your face.
17 In your name they sing joyfully all the day; at your victory they raise the festal shout.
18 You are their majestic strength; by your favor our horn is exalted.
19 Truly the LORD is our shield, the Holy One of Israel, our king!
III
20 Once you spoke in vision; to your faithful ones you said:
“I have set a leader over the warriors; I have raised up a hero from the army.
21 I have chosen David, my servant; with my holy oil I have anointed him.
22 My hand will be with him; my arm will make him strong.
23 No enemy shall outwit him, nor shall the wicked defeat him.
24 I will crush his foes before him, strike down those who hate him.
25 My loyalty and love will be with him; through my name his horn will be exalted.
26 I will set his hand upon the sea, his right hand upon the rivers.
27 He shall cry to me, ‘You are my father, my God, the Rock that brings me victory!’
28 I myself make him firstborn, Most High over the kings of the earth.
29 Forever I will maintain my love for him; my covenant with him stands firm.
30 I will establish his dynasty forever, his throne as the days of the heavens.
31 If his descendants forsake my law, do not follow my decrees,
32 If they fail to observe my statutes, do not keep my commandments,
33 I will punish their crime with a rod and their guilt with lashes.
34 But I will not take my love from him, nor will I betray my bond of loyalty.
35 I will not violate my covenant; the promise of my lips I will not alter.
36 By my holiness I swore once for all: I will never be false to David.
37 His dynasty will continue forever, his throne, like the sun before me.
38 Like the moon it will stand eternal, forever firm like the sky!” Selah
IV
39 But now you have rejected and spurned, been enraged at your anointed.
40 You renounced the covenant with your servant, defiled his crown in the dust.
41 You broke down all his defenses, left his strongholds in ruins.
42 All who pass through seize plunder; his neighbors deride him.
43 You have exalted the right hand of his foes, have gladdened all his enemies.
44 You turned back his sharp sword, did not support him in battle.
45 You brought to an end his splendor, hurled his throne to the ground.
46 You cut short the days of his youth, covered him with shame. Selah
V
47 How long, LORD?
Will you stay hidden forever?
Must your wrath smolder like fire?
48 Remember how brief is my life, how frail the race you created!
49 What mortal can live and not see death?
Who can escape the power of Sheol? Selah
50 Where are your promises of old, Lord, the loyalty sworn to David?
51 Remember, Lord, the insults to your servants, how I bear all the slanders of the nations.
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52 Your enemies, LORD, insult your anointed; they insult my every endeavor.
* * *
Verse 53 is a Doxology closing out the Third Book of Psalms, and is not part of Psalm 89.
53 Blessed be the LORD forever! Amen and amen!
IV. THE FOURTH BOOK – Psalms 90-106
Psa. 90
God’s Eternity and Man’s Frailty
1 A prayer of Moses, the man of God.
I
Lord, you have been our refuge through all generations.
2 Before the mountains were born, the earth and the world brought forth, from eternity to eternity
you are God.
3 But humans you return to dust, saying, “Return, you mortals!”
4 A thousand years in your eyes are merely a yesterday,
Before a watch passes in the night, 5 you have brought them to their end;
They disappear like sleep at dawn; they are like grass that dies.
6 It sprouts green in the morning; by evening it is dry and withered.
II
7 Truly we are consumed by your anger, filled with terror by your wrath.
8 You have kept our faults before you, our hidden sins exposed to your sight.
9 Our life ebbs away under your wrath; our years end like a sigh.
10 Seventy is the sum of our years, or eighty, if we are strong;
Most of them are sorrow and toil; they pass quickly, we are all but gone.
11 Who comprehends your terrible anger?
Your wrath matches the fear it inspires.
III
12 Teach us to count our days aright, that we may gain wisdom of heart.
13 Relent, O LORD! How long?
Have pity on your servants!
14 Fill us at daybreak with your love, that all our days we may sing for joy.
15 Make us glad as many days as you humbled us, for as many years as we have seen trouble.
16 Show your deeds to your servants, your glory to their children.
17 May the favor of the Lord our God be ours.
Prosper the work of our hands!
Prosper the work of our hands!
Psa. 91
Security Under God’s Protection
I
1 You who dwell in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the shadow of the Almighty,
2 Say to the LORD, “My refuge and fortress, my God in whom I trust.”
3 God will rescue you from the fowler’s snare, from the destroying plague,
4 Will shelter you with pinions, spread wings that you may take refuge; God’s faithfulness is a
protecting shield.
5 You shall not fear the terror of the night nor the arrow that flies by day,
6 Nor the pestilence that roams in darkness, nor the plague that ravages at noon.
7 Though a thousand fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, near you it shall not come.
8 You need simply watch; the punishment of the wicked you will see.
9 You have the LORD for your refuge; you have made the Most High your stronghold.
Wisdom Books

86

10 No evil shall befall you, no affliction come near your tent.
11 For God commands the angels to guard you in all your ways.
12 With their hands they shall support you, lest you strike your foot against a stone.
13 You shall tread upon the asp and the viper, trample the lion and the dragon.
II
14 Whoever clings to me I will deliver; whoever knows my name I will set on high.
15 All who call upon me I will answer; I will be with them in distress; I will deliver them and
give them honor.
16 With length of days I will satisfy them and show them my saving power.
Psa. 92
Praise of God’s Just Government of Mankind
1 A psalm. A sabbath song.
I
2 It is good to give thanks to the LORD, to sing praise to your name, Most High,
3 To proclaim your love in the morning, your faithfulness in the night,
4 With the ten-stringed harp, with melody upon the lyre.
5 For you make me jubilant, LORD, by your deeds; at the works of your hands I shout for joy.
II
6 How great are your works, LORD!
How profound your purpose!
7 A senseless person cannot know this; a fool cannot comprehend.
8 Though the wicked flourish like grass and all sinners thrive,
They are destined for eternal destruction; 9 for you, LORD, are forever on high.
III
10 Indeed your enemies, LORD, indeed your enemies shall perish; all sinners shall be scattered.
11 You have given me the strength of a wild bull; you have poured rich oil upon me.
12 My eyes look with glee on my wicked enemies; my ears delight in the fall of my foes.
IV
13 The just shall flourish like the palm tree, shall grow like a cedar of Lebanon.
14 Planted in the house of the LORD, they shall flourish in the courts of our God.
15 They shall bear fruit even in old age, always vigorous and sturdy,
16 As they proclaim: “The LORD is just; our rock, in whom there is no wrong.”
Psa. 93
The Glory of the Lord’s Kingdom
1 The LORD is king, robed with majesty; the LORD is robed, girded with might.
The world will surely stand in place, never to be moved.
2 Your throne stands firm from of old; you are from everlasting, LORD.
3 The flood has raised up, LORD; the flood has raised up its roar; the flood has raised its
pounding waves.
4 More powerful than the roar of many waters, more powerful than the breakers of the sea,
powerful in the heavens is the LORD.
5 Your decrees are firmly established; holiness belongs to your house, LORD, for all the length
of days.
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Psa. 94
A Warning to Israel’s Oppressors
A
I
1 LORD, avenging God, avenging God, shine forth!
2 Rise up, judge of the earth; give the proud what they deserve.
3 How long, LORD, shall the wicked, how long shall the wicked glory?
4 How long will they mouth haughty speeches, go on boasting, all these evildoers?
II
5 They crush your people, LORD, torment your very own.
6 They kill the widow and alien; the fatherless they murder.
7 They say, “The LORD does not see; the God of Jacob takes no notice.”
III
8 Understand, you stupid people!
You fools, when will you be wise?
9 Does the one who shaped the ear not hear?
The one who formed the eye not see?
10 Does the one who guides nations not rebuke?
The one who teaches humans not have knowledge?
11 The LORD does know human plans; they are only puffs of air.
B
I
12 Happy those whom you guide, LORD, whom you teach by your instruction.
13 You give them rest from evil days, while a pit is being dug for the wicked.
14 You, LORD, will not forsake your people, nor abandon your very own.
15 Judgment shall again be just, and all the upright of heart will follow it.
II
16 Who will rise up for me against the wicked?
Who will stand up for me against evildoers?
17 If the LORD were not my help, I would long have been silent in the grave.
18 When I say, “My foot is slipping,” your love, LORD, holds me up.
19 When cares increase within me, your comfort gives me joy.
III
20 Can unjust judges be your allies, those who create burdens in the name of law,
21 Those who conspire against the just and condemn the innocent to death?
22 No, the LORD is my secure height, my God, the rock where I find refuge,
23 Who will turn back their evil upon them and destroy them for their wickedness.
Surely the LORD our God will destroy them!
Psa. 95
A Call to Praise and Obedience
I
1 Come, let us sing joyfully to the LORD; cry out to the rock of our salvation.
2 Let us greet him with a song of praise, joyfully sing out our psalms.
3 For the LORD is the great God, the great king over all gods,
4 Whose hand holds the depths of the earth; who owns the tops of the mountains.
5 The sea and dry land belong to God, who made them, formed them by hand.
II
6 Enter, let us bow down in worship; let us kneel before the LORD who made us.
7 For this is our God, whose people we are, God’s well-tended flock.
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III
Oh, that today you would hear his voice:
8 Do not harden your hearts as at Meribah, as on the day of Massah in the desert.
9 There your ancestors tested me; they tried me though they had seen my works.
10 Forty years I loathed that generation; I said: “This people’s heart goes astray; they do not
know my ways.”
11 Therefore I swore in my anger: “They shall never enter my rest.”
Psa. 96
The Glories of the Lord, the King of the Universe
I
1 Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth.
2 Sing to the LORD, bless his name; announce his salvation day after day.
3 Tell God’s glory among the nations; among all peoples, God’s marvelous deeds.
II
4 For great is the LORD and highly to be praised, to be feared above all gods.
5 For the gods of the nations all do nothing, but the LORD made the heavens.
6 Splendor and power go before him; power and grandeur are in his holy place.
III
7 Give to the LORD, you families of nations, give to the LORD glory and might; 8 give to the
LORD the glory due his name!
Bring gifts and enter his courts; 9 bow down to the LORD, splendid in holiness.
Tremble before God, all the earth; 10 say among the nations: The LORD is king.
The world will surely stand fast, never to be moved.
God rules the peoples with fairness.
IV
11 Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice; let the sea and what fills it resound; 12 let the
plains be joyful and all that is in them.
Then let all the trees of the forest rejoice 13 before the LORD who comes, who comes to govern
the earth,
To govern the world with justice and the peoples with faithfulness.
Psa. 97
The Divine King, the Just Judge of All
I
1 The LORD is king; let the earth rejoice; let the many islands be glad.
2 Cloud and darkness surround the Lord; justice and right are the foundation of his throne.
3 Fire goes before him; everywhere it consumes the foes.
4 Lightning illumines the world; the earth sees and trembles.
5 The mountains melt like wax before the LORD, before the Lord of all the earth.
6 The heavens proclaim God’s justice; all peoples see his glory.
II
7 All who serve idols are put to shame, who glory in worthless things; all gods bow down before
you.
8 Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice because of your judgments, O LORD.
9 You, LORD, are the Most High over all the earth, exalted far above all gods.
10 The LORD loves those who hate evil, protects the lives of the faithful, rescues them from the
hand of the wicked.
11 Light dawns for the just; gladness, for the honest of heart.
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12 Rejoice in the LORD, you just, and praise his holy name.
Psa. 98
The Lord, the Victorious King and Just Judge
1 A psalm.
I
Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous deeds,
Whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.
2 The LORD has made his victory known; has revealed his triumph for the nations to see,
3 Has remembered faithful love toward the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
II
4 Shout with joy to the LORD, all the earth; break into song; sing praise.
5 Sing praise to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and melodious song.
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy to the King, the LORD.
III
7 Let the sea and what fills it resound, the world and those who dwell there.
8 Let the rivers clap their hands, the mountains shout with them for joy,
9 Before the LORD who comes, who comes to govern the earth,
To govern the world with justice and the peoples with fairness.
Psa. 99
The Lord the Holy King
I
1 The LORD is king, the peoples tremble; God is enthroned on the cherubim, the earth quakes.
2 The LORD is great on Zion, exalted above all the peoples.
3 Let them praise your great and awesome name: Holy is God!
II
4 O mighty king, lover of justice, you alone have established fairness; you have created just rule
in Jacob.
5 Exalt the LORD, our God; bow down before his footstool; Holy is God!
III
6 Moses and Aaron were among his priests, Samuel among those who called on God’s name;
they called on the LORD, who answered them.
7 From the pillar of cloud God spoke to them; they kept the decrees, the law they received.
8 O LORD, our God, you answered them; you were a forgiving God, though you punished their
offenses.
9 Exalt the LORD, our God; bow down before his holy mountain;
Holy is the LORD, our God.
Psa. 100
Processional Hymn
1 A psalm of thanksgiving.
Shout joyfully to the LORD, all you lands; 2 worship the LORD with cries of gladness; come
before him with joyful song.
3 Know that the LORD is God, our maker to whom we belong, whose people we are, God’s
well-tended flock.
4 Enter the temple gates with praise, its courts with thanksgiving.
Give thanks to God, bless his name; 5 good indeed is the LORD,
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Whose love endures forever, whose faithfulness lasts through every age.
Psa. 101
Norm of Life for Rulers
1 A psalm of David.
I sing of love and justice; to you, LORD, I sing praise.
2 I follow the way of integrity; when will you come to me?
I act with integrity of heart within my royal court.
3 I do not allow into my presence anyone who speaks perversely.
Whoever acts shamefully I hate; no such person can be my friend.
4 I shun the devious of heart; the wicked I do not tolerate.
5 Whoever slanders another in secret I reduce to silence.
Haughty eyes and arrogant hearts I cannot endure.
6 I look to the faithful of the land; they alone can be my companions.
Those who follow the way of integrity, they alone can enter my service.
7 No one who practices deceit can hold a post in my court.
No one who speaks falsely can be among my advisors.
8 Each morning I clear the wicked from the land, and rid the LORD’S city of all evildoers.
Psa. 102
Prayer in Time of Distress
1 The prayer of one afflicted and wasting away whose anguish is poured out before the LORD.
I
2 LORD, hear my prayer; let my cry come to you.
3 Do not hide your face from me now that I am in distress.
Turn your ear to me; when I call, answer me quickly.
4 For my days vanish like smoke; my bones burn away as in a furnace.
5 I am withered, dried up like grass, too wasted to eat my food.
6 From my loud groaning I become just skin and bones.
7 I am like a desert owl, like an owl among the ruins.
8 I lie awake and moan, like a lone sparrow on the roof.
9 All day long my enemies taunt me; in their rage, they make my name a curse.
10 I eat ashes like bread, mingle my drink with tears.
11 Because of your furious wrath, you lifted me up just to cast me down.
12 My days are like a lengthening shadow; I wither like the grass.
II
13 But you, LORD, are enthroned forever; your renown is for all generations.
14 You will again show mercy to Zion; now is the time for pity; the appointed time has come.
15 Its stones are dear to your servants; its dust moves them to pity.
16 The nations shall revere your name, LORD, all the kings of the earth, your glory,
17 Once the LORD has rebuilt Zion and appeared in glory,
18 Heeding the plea of the lowly, not scorning their prayer.
19 Let this be written for the next generation, for a people not yet born, that they may praise the
LORD:
20 “The LORD looked down from the holy heights, viewed the earth from heaven,
21 To attend to the groaning of the prisoners, to release those doomed to die.”
22 Then the LORD’S name will be declared on Zion, the praise of God in Jerusalem,
23 When all peoples and kingdoms gather to worship the LORD.
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III
24 God has shattered my strength in mid-course, has cut short my days.
25 I plead, O my God, do not take me in the midst of my days.
Your years last through all generations.
26 Of old you laid the earth’s foundations; the heavens are the work of your hands.
27 They perish, but you remain; they all wear out like a garment;
Like clothing you change them and they are changed, 28 but you are the same, your years have
no end.
29 May the children of your servants live on; may their descendants live in your presence.
Psa. 103
Praise of Divine Goodness
1 Of David.
I
Bless the LORD, my soul; all my being, bless his holy name!
2 Bless the LORD, my soul; do not forget all the gifts of God,
3 Who pardons all your sins, heals all your ills,
4 Delivers your life from the pit, surrounds you with love and compassion,
5 Fills your days with good things; your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
II
6 The LORD does righteous deeds, brings justice to all the oppressed.
7 His ways were revealed to Moses, mighty deeds to the people of Israel.
8 Merciful and gracious is the LORD, slow to anger, abounding in kindness.
9 God does not always rebuke, nurses no lasting anger,
10 Has not dealt with us as our sins merit, nor requited us as our deeds deserve.
III
11 As the heavens tower over the earth, so God’s love towers over the faithful.
12 As far as the east is from the west, so far have our sins been removed from us.
13 As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on the faithful.
14 For he knows how we are formed, remembers that we are dust.
15 Our days are like the grass; like flowers of the field we blossom.
16 The wind sweeps over us and we are gone; our place knows us no more.
17 But the LORD’S kindness is forever, toward the faithful from age to age.
He favors the children’s children 18 of those who keep his covenant, who take care to fulfill its
precepts.
VI
19 The LORD’S throne is established in heaven; God’s royal power rules over all.
20 Bless the LORD, all you angels, mighty in strength and attentive, obedient to every
command.
21 Bless the LORD, all you hosts, ministers who do God’s will.
22 Bless the LORD, all creatures, everywhere in God’s domain.
Bless the LORD, my soul!
Psa. 104
Praise of God the Creator
I
1 Bless the LORD, my soul!
LORD, my God, you are great indeed!
You are clothed with majesty and glory, 2 robed in light as with a cloak.
You spread out the heavens like a tent; 3 you raised your palace upon the waters.
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You make the clouds your chariot; you travel on the wings of the wind.
4 You make the winds your messengers; flaming fire, your ministers.
II
5 You fixed the earth on its foundation, never to be moved.
6 The ocean covered it like a garment; above the mountains stood the waters.
7 At your roar they took flight; at the sound of your thunder they fled.
8 They rushed up the mountains, down the valleys to the place you had fixed for them.
9 You set a limit they cannot pass; never again will they cover the earth.
III
10 You made springs flow into channels that wind among the mountains.
11 They give drink to every beast of the field; here wild asses quench their thirst.
12 Beside them the birds of heaven nest; among the branches they sing.
13 You water the mountains from your palace; by your labor the earth abounds.
14 You raise grass for the cattle and plants for our beasts of burden.
You bring bread from the earth, 15 and wine to gladden our hearts,
Oil to make our faces gleam, food to build our strength.
16 The trees of the LORD drink their fill, the cedars of Lebanon, which you planted.
17 There the birds build their nests; junipers are the home of the stork.
18 The high mountains are for wild goats; the rocky cliffs, a refuge for badgers.
IV
19 You made the moon to mark the seasons, the sun that knows the hour of its setting.
20 You bring darkness and night falls, then all the beasts of the forest roam abroad.
21 Young lions roar for prey; they seek their food from God.
22 When the sun rises, they steal away and rest in their dens.
23 People go forth to their work, to their labor till evening falls.
V
24 How varied are your works, LORD!
In wisdom you have wrought them all; the earth is full of your creatures.
25 Look at the sea, great and wide!
It teems with countless beings, living things both large and small.
26 Here ships ply their course; here Leviathan, your creature, plays.
VI
27 All of these look to you to give them food in due time.
28 When you give to them, they gather; when you open your hand, they are well filled.
29 When you hide your face, they are lost.
When you take away their breath, they perish and return to the dust from which they came.
30 When you send forth your breath, they are created, and you renew the face of the earth.
VII
31 May the glory of the LORD endure forever; may the LORD be glad in these works!
32 If God glares at the earth, it trembles; if God touches the mountains, they smoke!
33 I will sing to the LORD all my life; I will sing praise to my God while I live.
34 May my theme be pleasing to God; I will rejoice in the LORD.
35 May sinners vanish from the earth, and the wicked be no more.
Bless the LORD, my soul! Hallelujah!
Psa. 105
God’s Fidelity to His Promise
I
1 Give thanks to the LORD, invoke his name; make known among the peoples his deeds!
2 Sing praise, play music; proclaim all his wondrous deeds!
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3 Glory in his holy name; rejoice, O hearts that seek the LORD!
4 Rely on the mighty LORD; constantly seek his face.
5 Recall the wondrous deeds he has done, his signs and his words of judgment,
6 You descendants of Abraham his servant, offspring of Jacob the chosen one!
7 The LORD is our God who rules the whole earth.
II
8 He remembers forever his covenant, the pact imposed for a thousand generations,
9 Which was made with Abraham, confirmed by oath to Isaac,
10 And ratified as binding for Jacob, an everlasting covenant for Israel:
11 “To you I give the land of Canaan, your own allotted heritage.”
III
12 When they were few in number, a handful, and strangers there,
13 Wandering from nation to nation, from one kingdom to another,
14 He let no one oppress them; for their sake he rebuked kings:
15 “Do not touch my anointed, to my prophets do no harm.”
IV
16 Then he called down a famine on the land, destroyed the grain that sustained them.
17 He had sent a man ahead of them, Joseph, sold as a slave.
18 They shackled his feet with chains; collared his neck in iron,
19 Till his prediction came to pass, and the word of the LORD proved him true.
20 The king sent and released him; the ruler of peoples set him free.
21 He made him lord over his palace, ruler over all his possessions,
22 To instruct his princes by his word, to teach his elders wisdom.
V
23 Then Israel entered Egypt; Jacob lived in the land of Ham.
24 God greatly increased his people, made them too many for their foes.
VI
25 He turned their hearts to hate his people, to treat his servants unfairly.
26 He sent his servant Moses, Aaron whom he had chosen.
27 They worked his signs in Egypt and wonders in the land of Ham.
VII
28 He sent darkness and it grew dark, but they rebelled against his word.
29 He turned their waters into blood and killed all their fish.
30 Their land swarmed with frogs, even the chambers of their kings.
31 He spoke and there came swarms of flies, gnats through all their country.
32 For rain he gave them hail, flashes of lightning throughout their land.
33 He struck down their vines and fig trees, shattered the trees of their country.
34 He spoke and the locusts came, grass hoppers without number.
35 They devoured every plant in the land; they ravaged the crops of their fields.
36 He struck down every firstborn in the land, the first fruits of all their vigor.
37 He brought his people out, laden with silver and gold; no stragglers among the tribes.
38 Egypt rejoiced when they left, for panic had seized them.
VIII
39 He spread a cloud as a cover, and made a fire to light up the night.
40 They asked and he brought them quail; with bread from heaven he filled them.
41 He split the rock and water gushed forth; it flowed through the desert like a river.
42 For he remembered his sacred word to Abraham his servant.
43 He brought his people out with joy, his chosen ones with shouts of triumph.
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IX
44 He gave them the lands of the nations, the wealth of the peoples to own,
45 That they might keep his laws and observe his teachings.
Hallelujah!
Psa. 106
Israel’s Confession of Sin
1 Hallelujah!
A
Give thanks to the LORD, who is good, whose love endures forever.
2 Who can tell the mighty deeds of the LORD, proclaim in full God’s praise?
3 Happy those who do what is right, whose deeds are always just.
4 Remember me, LORD, as you favor your people; come to me with your saving help,
5 That I may see the prosperity of your chosen, rejoice in the joy of your people, and glory with
your heritage.
B
I
6 We have sinned like our ancestors; we have done wrong and are guilty.
7 Our ancestors in Egypt did not attend to your wonders.
They did not remember your great love; they defied the Most High at the Red Sea.
8 Yet he saved them for his name’s sake to make his power known.
9 He roared at the Red Sea and it dried up.
He led them through the deep as through a desert.
10 He rescued them from hostile hands, freed them from the power of the enemy.
11 The waters covered their oppressors; not one of them survived.
12 Then they believed his words and sang songs of praise.
II
13 But they soon forgot all he had done; they had no patience for his plan.
14 In the desert they gave way to their cravings, tempted God in the wasteland.
15 So he gave them what they asked and sent among them a wasting disease.
III
16 In the camp they challenged Moses and Aaron, the holy one of the LORD.
17 The earth opened and swallowed Dathan, it closed on the followers of Abiram.
18 Against that company the fire blazed; flames consumed the wicked.
IV
19 At Horeb they fashioned a calf, worshiped a metal statue.
20 They exchanged their glorious God for the image of a grass-eating bull.
21 They forgot the God who saved them, who did great deeds in Egypt,
22 Amazing deeds in the land of Ham, fearsome deeds at the Red Sea.
23 He would have decreed their destruction, had not Moses, the chosen leader,
Withstood him in the breach to turn back his destroying anger.
V
24 Next they despised the beautiful land; they did not believe the promise.
25 In their tents they complained; they did not obey the LORD.
26 So with raised hand he swore to destroy them in the desert,
27 To scatter their descendants among the nations, disperse them in foreign lands.
VI
28 They joined in the rites of Baal of Peor, ate food sacrificed to dead gods.
29 They provoked him by their actions, and a plague broke out among them.
30 Then Phinehas rose to intervene, and the plague was brought to a halt.
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31 This was counted for him as a righteous deed for all generations to come.
VII
32 At the waters of Meribah they angered God, and Moses suffered because of them.
33 They so embittered his spirit that rash words crossed his lips.
VIII
34 They did not destroy the peoples as the LORD had commanded them,
35 But mingled with the nations and imitated their ways.
36 They worshiped their idols and were ensnared by them.
37 They sacrificed to the gods their own sons and daughters,
38 Shedding innocent blood, the blood of their own sons and daughters,
Whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan, desecrating the land with bloodshed.
39 They defiled themselves by their actions, became adulterers by their conduct.
C
40 So the LORD grew angry with his people, abhorred his own heritage.
41 He handed them over to the nations, and their adversaries ruled them.
42 Their enemies oppressed them, kept them under subjection.
43 Many times did he rescue them, but they kept rebelling and scheming and were brought low
by their own guilt.
44 Still God had regard for their affliction when he heard their wailing.
45 For their sake he remembered his covenant and relented in his abundant love,
46 Winning for them compassion from all who held them captive.
47 Save us, LORD, our God; gather us from among the nations
That we may give thanks to your holy name and glory in praising you.
* * *
The Doxology in Verse 48, ending the Fourth Book of Psalms, is a later addition.
48 Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting!
Let all the people say, Amen!
Hallelujah!
V. THE FIFTH BOOK – Psalms 107-150
Psa. 107
God the Savior of Men in Distress
1 “Give thanks to the LORD who is good, whose love endures forever!”
2 Let that be the prayer of the LORD’S redeemed, those redeemed from the hand of the foe,
3 Those gathered from foreign lands, from east and west, from north and south.
A
I
4 Some had lost their way in a barren desert; found no path toward a city to live in.
5 They were hungry and thirsty; their life was ebbing away.
6 In their distress they cried to the LORD, who rescued them in their peril,
7 Guided them by a direct path so they reached a city to live in.
8 Let them thank the LORD for such kindness, such wondrous deeds for mere mortals.
9 For he satisfied the thirsty, filled the hungry with good things.
II
10 Some lived in darkness and gloom, in prison, bound with chains,
11 Because they rebelled against God’s word, scorned the counsel of the Most High,
12 Who humbled their hearts through hardship; they stumbled with no one to help.
13 In their distress they cried to the LORD, who saved them in their peril,
14 Led them forth from darkness and gloom and broke their chains asunder.
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15 Let them thank the LORD for such kindness, such wondrous deeds for mere mortals.
16 For he broke down the gates of bronze and snapped the bars of iron.
III
17 Some fell sick from their wicked ways, afflicted because of their sins.
18 They loathed all manner of food; they were at the gates of death.
19 In their distress they cried to the LORD, who saved them in their peril,
20 Sent forth the word to heal them, snatched them from the grave.
21 Let them thank the LORD for such kindness, such wondrous deeds for mere mortals.
22 Let them offer a sacrifice in thanks, declare his works with shouts of joy.
IV
23 Some went off to sea in ships, plied their trade on the deep waters.
24 They saw the works of the LORD, the wonders of God in the deep.
25 He spoke and roused a storm wind; it tossed the waves on high.
26 They rose up to the heavens, sank to the depths; their hearts trembled at the danger.
27 They reeled, staggered like drunkards; their skill was of no avail.
28 In their distress they cried to the LORD, who brought them out of their peril,
29 Hushed the storm to a murmur; the waves of the sea were stilled.
30 They rejoiced that the sea grew calm, that God brought them to the harbor they longed for.
31 Let them thank the LORD for such kindness, such wondrous deeds for mere mortals.
32 Let them praise him in the assembly of the people, give thanks in the council of the elders.
B
33 God changed rivers into desert, springs of water into thirsty ground,
34 Fruitful land into a salty waste, because of the wickedness of its people.
35 He changed the desert into pools of water, arid land into springs of water,
36 And settled the hungry there; they built a city to live in.
37 They sowed fields and planted vineyards, brought in an abundant harvest.
38 God blessed them, they became very many, and their livestock did not decrease.
39 Where they were diminished and brought low through misery and cruel oppression,
40 But he poured out contempt on princes, made them wander the trackless wastes,
41 While the poor were released from their affliction; their families increased like their flocks.
42 The upright saw this and rejoiced; all wickedness shut its mouth.
43 Whoever is wise will take note of these things, will ponder the merciful deeds of the LORD.
Psa. 108
Prayer for Victory
1 A song; a psalm of David
I
2 My heart is steadfast, God; my heart is steadfast.
I will sing and chant praise.
3 Awake, my soul; awake, lyre and harp!
I will wake the dawn.
4 I will praise you among the peoples, LORD;
I will chant your praise among the nations.
5 For your love towers to the heavens; your faithfulness, to the skies.
6 Appear on high over the heavens, God; may your glory appear above all the earth.
7 Help with your right hand and answer us that your loved ones may escape.
II
8 God promised in the sanctuary:
“I will exult, I will apportion Shechem; the valley of Succoth I will measure out.
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9 Gilead is mine, mine is Manasseh; Ephraim is the helmet for my head, Judah, my own scepter.
10 Moab is my washbowl; upon Edom I cast my sandal; I will triumph over Philistia.”
11 Who will bring me to the fortified city?
Who will lead me into Edom?
12 Was it not you who rejected us, God?
Do you no longer march with our armies?
13 Give us aid against the foe; worthless is human help.
14 We will triumph with the help of God, who will trample down our foes.
Psa. 109
Prayer Against a Slanderous Enemy
1 For the leader. A psalm of David.
I
2 O God, whom I praise, do not be silent, for wicked and treacherous mouths attack me.
They speak against me with lying tongues; 3 with hateful words they surround me, attacking me
without cause.
4 In return for my love they slander me, even though I prayed for them.
5 They repay me evil for good, hatred for my love.
II
My enemies say of me:
6 “Find a lying witness, an accuser to stand by his right hand,
7 That he may be judged and found guilty, that his plea may be in vain.
8 May his days be few; may another take his office.
9 May his children be fatherless, his wife, a widow.
10 May his children be vagrant beggars, driven from their hovels.
11 May the usurer snare all he owns, strangers plunder all he earns.
12 May no one treat him kindly or pity his fatherless children.
13 May his posterity be destroyed, his name cease in the next generation.
14 May the LORD remember his fathers’ guilt; his mother’s sin not be canceled.
15 May their guilt be always before the LORD, till their memory is banished from the earth,
16 For he did not remember to show kindness, but hounded the wretched poor and brought death
to the brokenhearted.
17 He loved cursing; may it come upon him; he hated blessing; may none come to him.
18 May cursing clothe him like a robe; may it enter his belly like water, seep into his bones like
oil.
19 May it be near as the clothes he wears, as the belt always around him.”
III
20 May the LORD bring all this upon my accusers, upon those who speak evil against me.
21 But you, LORD, my God, deal kindly with me for your name’s sake; in your great mercy
rescue me.
22 For I am sorely in need; my heart is pierced within me.
23 Like a lengthening shadow I near my end, all but swept away like the locust.
24 My knees totter from fasting; my flesh has wasted away.
25 I have become a mockery to them; when they see me, they shake their heads.
26 Help me, LORD, my God; save me in your kindness.
27 Make them know this is your hand, that you, LORD, have acted.
28 Though they curse, may you bless; shame my foes, that your servant may rejoice.
29 Clothe my accusers with disgrace; make them wear shame like a mantle.
30 I will give fervent thanks to the LORD; before all I will praise my God.
31 For God stands at the right hand of the poor to defend them against unjust accusers.
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Psa. 110
The Messiah: King, Priest and Conqueror
1 A psalm of David.
I
The LORD says to you, my lord: “Take your throne at my righthand, while I make your enemies
your footstool.”
2 The scepter of your sovereign might the LORD will extend from Zion.
The LORD says: “Rule over your enemies!
3 Yours is princely power from the day of your birth.
In holy splendor before the daystar, like the dew I begot you.”
II
4 The LORD has sworn and will not waver:
“Like Melchizedek you are a priest forever.”
III
5 At your right hand is the Lord, who crushes kings on the day of wrath,
6 Who, robed in splendor, judges nations, crushes heads across the wide earth,
7 Who drinks from the brook by the wayside and thus holds high the head.
Psa. 111
Praise of God for His Goodness
1 Hallelujah.
I will praise the LORD with all my heart in the assembled congregation of the upright.
2 Great are the works of the LORD, to be treasured for all their delights.
3 Majestic and glorious is your work, your wise design endures forever.
4 You won renown for your wondrous deeds; gracious and merciful is the LORD.
5 You gave food to those who fear you, mindful of your covenant forever.
6 You showed powerful deeds to your people, giving them the lands of the nations.
7 The works of your hands are right and true, reliable all your decrees,
8 Established forever and ever, to be observed with loyalty and care.
9 You sent deliverance to your people, ratified your covenant forever; holy and awesome is your
name.
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; prudent are all who live by it.
Your praise endures forever.
Psa. 112
The Blessings of a Just Man
1 Hallelujah!
Happy are those who fear the LORD, who greatly delight in God’s commands.
2 Their descendants shall be mighty in the land, generation upright and blessed.
3 Wealth and riches shall be in their homes; their prosperity shall endure forever.
4 They shine through the darkness, a light for the upright; they are gracious, merciful, and just.
5 All goes well for those gracious in lending, who conduct their affairs with justice.
6 They shall never be shaken; the just shall be remembered forever.
7 They shall not fear an ill report; their hearts are steadfast, trusting the LORD.
8 Their hearts are tranquil, without fear, till at last they look down on their foes.
9 Lavishly they give to the poor; their prosperity shall endure forever; their horn shall be exalted
in honor.
10 The wicked shall be angry to see this; they will gnash their teeth and waste away; the desires
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of the wicked come to nothing.
Psa. 113
Praise of the Lord for His Care of the Lowly
1 Hallelujah!
I
Praise, you servants of the LORD, praise the name of the LORD.
2 Blessed be the name of the LORD both now and forever.
3 From the rising of the sun to its setting let the name of the LORD be praised.
II
4 High above all nations is the LORD; above the heavens God’s glory.
5 Who is like the LORD, our God enthroned on high, 6 looking down on heaven and earth?
III
7 The LORD raises the needy from the dust, lifts the poor from the ash heap,
8 Seats them with princes, the princes of the people,
9 Gives the childless wife a home, the joyful mother of children.
Psa. 114
The Lord’s Wonders at the Exodus
1 Hallelujah!
When Israel came forth from Egypt, the house of Jacob from an alien people,
2 Judah became God’s holy place, Israel, God’s domain.
3 The sea beheld and fled; the Jordan turned back.
4 The mountains skipped like rams; the hills, like lambs of the flock.
5 Why was it, sea, that you fled?
Jordan, that you turned back?
6 You mountains, that you skipped like rams?
You hills, like lambs of the flock?
7 Tremble, earth, before the Lord, before the God of Jacob,
8 Who turned rock into pools of water, stone into flowing springs.
Psa. 115
The Greatness and Goodness of the True God
I
1 Not to us, LORD, not to us but to your name give glory because of your faithfulness and love.
2 Why should the nations say, “Where is their God?”
3 Our God is in heaven; whatever God wills is done.
II
4 Their idols are silver and gold, the work of human hands.
5 They have mouths but do not speak, eyes but do not see.
6 They have ears but do not hear, noses but do not smell.
7 They have hands but do not feel, feet but do not walk, and no sound rises from their throats.
8 Their makers shall be like them, all who trust in them.
III
9 The house of Israel trusts in the LORD, who is their help and shield.
10 The house of Aaron trusts in the LORD, who is their help and shield.
11 Those who fear the LORD trust in the LORD, who is their help and shield.
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12 The LORD remembers us and will bless us, will bless the house of Israel, will bless the house
of Aaron,
13 Will bless those who fear the LORD, small and great alike.
14 May the LORD increase your number, you and your descendants.
15 May you be blessed by the LORD, who made heaven and earth.
16 The heavens belong to the LORD, but the earth is given to us.
17 The dead do not praise the LORD, all those gone down into silence.
18 It is we who bless the LORD, both now and forever.
Psa. 116
Thanksgiving to God for Help in Need
A
1 Hallelujah!
I
I love the LORD, who listened to my voice in supplication,
2 Who turned an ear to me on the day I called.
3 I was caught by the cords of death; the snares of Sheol had seized me; I felt agony and dread.
4 Then I called on the name of the LORD,
“O LORD, save my life!”
II
5 Gracious is the LORD and just; yes, our God is merciful.
6 The LORD protects the simple; I was helpless, but God saved me.
7 Return, my soul, to your rest; the LORD has been good to you.
8 For my soul has been freed from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling.
9 I shall walk before the LORD in the land of the living.
B
10 I kept faith, even when I said,
“I am greatly afflicted!”
11 I said in my alarm,
“No one can be trusted!”
12 How can I repay the LORD for all the good done for me?
13 I will raise the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD.
14 I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people.
15 Too costly in the eyes of the LORD is the death of his faithful.
16 LORD, I am your servant, your servant, the child of your maidservant; you have loosed my
bonds.
17 I will offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the LORD.
18 I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people,
19 In the courts of the house of the LORD, in your midst, O Jerusalem.
Psa. 117
Doxology of All Nations
1 Hallelujah!
Praise the LORD, all you nations!
Give glory, all you peoples!
2 The LORD’S love for us is strong; the LORD is faithful forever.
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Psa. 118
Hymn of Thanksgiving to the Savior of Israel
1 Hallelujah!
A
Give thanks to the LORD, who is good, whose love endures forever.
2 Let the house of Israel say: God’s love endures forever.
3 Let the house of Aaron say, God’s love endures forever.
4 Let those who fear the LORD say, God’s love endures forever.
B
I
5 In danger I called on the LORD; the LORD answered me and set me free.
6 The LORD is with me; I am not afraid; what can mortals do against me?
7 The LORD is with me as my helper; I shall look in triumph on my foes.
8 Better to take refuge in the LORD than to put one’s trust in mortals.
9 Better to take refuge in the LORD than to put one’s trust in princes.
II
10 All the nations surrounded me; in the LORD’S name I crushed them.
11 They surrounded me on every side; in the LORD’S name I crushed them.
12 They surrounded me like bees; they blazed like fire among thorns; in the LORD’S name I
crushed them.
13 I was hard pressed and falling, but the LORD came to my help.
14 The LORD, my strength and might, came to me as savior.
III
15 The joyful shout of deliverance is heard in the tents of the victors:
“The LORD’S right hand strikes with power; 16 the LORD’S right hand is raised; the LORD’S
right hand strikes with power.”
17 I shall not die but live and declare the deeds of the LORD.
18 The LORD chastised me harshly, but did not hand me over to death.
C
I
19 Open the gates of victory; I will enter and thank the LORD.
20 This is the LORD’S own gate, where the victors enter.
21 I thank you for you answered me; you have been my savior .
22 The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.
23 By the LORD has this been done; it is wonderful in our eyes.
24 This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice in it and be glad.
25 LORD, grant salvation!
LORD, grant good fortune!
II
26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD.
We bless you from the LORD’S house.
27 The LORD is God and has given us light.
Join in procession with leafy branches up to the horns of the altar.
28 You are my God, I give you thanks; my God, I offer you praise.
29 Give thanks to the LORD, who is good, whose love endures forever.
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Psa. 119
Praise of God’s Law
ALEPH
1 Happy those whose way is blameless, who walk by the teaching of the LORD.
2 Happy those who observe God’s decrees, who seek the LORD with all their heart.
3 They do no wrong; they walk in God’s ways.
4 You have given them the command to keep your precepts with care.
5 May my ways be firm in the observance of your laws!
6 Then I will not be ashamed to ponder all your commands.
7 I will praise you with sincere heart as I study your just edicts.
8 I will keep your laws; do not leave me all alone.
BETH
9 How can the young walk without fault?
Only by keeping your words.
10 With all my heart I seek you; do not let me stray from your commands.
11 In my heart I treasure your promise, that I may not sin against you.
12 Blessed are you, O LORD; teach me your laws.
13 With my lips I recite all the edicts you have spoken.
14 I find joy in the way of your decrees more than in all riches.
15 I will ponder your precepts and consider your paths.
16 In your laws I take delight; I will never forget your word.
GIMEL
17 Be kind to your servant that I may live, that I may keep your word.
18 Open my eyes to see clearly the wonders of your teachings.
19 I am a sojourner in the land; do not hide your commands from me.
20 At all times my soul is stirred with longing for your edicts.
21 With a curse you rebuke the proud who stray from your commands.
22 Free me from disgrace and contempt, for I observe your decrees.
23 Though princes meet and talk against me, your servant studies your laws.
24 Your decrees are my delight; they are my counselors.
DALETH
25 I lie prostrate in the dust; give me life in accord with your word.
26 I disclosed my ways and you answered me; teach me your laws.
27 Make me understand the way of your precepts; I will ponder your wondrous deeds.
28 I weep in bitter pain; in accord with your word to strengthen me.
29 Lead me from the way of deceit; favor me with your teaching.
30 The way of loyalty I have chosen; I have set your edicts before me.
31 I cling to your decrees, LORD; do not let me come to shame.
32 I will run the way of your commands, for you open my docile heart.
HE
33 LORD, teach me the way of your laws; I shall observe them with care.
34 Give me insight to observe your teaching, to keep it with all my heart.
35 Lead me in the path of your commands, for that is my delight.
36 Direct my heart toward your decrees and away from unjust gain.
37 Avert my eyes from what is worthless; by your way give me life.
38 For your servant fulfill your promise made to those who fear you.
39 Turn away from me the taunts I dread, for your edicts bring good.
40 See how I long for your precepts; in your justice give me life.
WAW
41 Let your love come to me, LORD, salvation in accord with your promise.
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42 Let me answer my taunters with a word, for I trust in your word.
43 Do not take the word of truth from my mouth, for in your edicts is my hope.
44 I will keep your teachings always, for all time and forever.
45 I will walk freely in an open space because I cherish your precepts.
46 I will speak openly of your decrees without fear even before kings.
47 I delight in your commands, which I dearly love.
48 I lift up my hands to your commands; I study your laws, which I love.
ZAYIN
49 Remember your word to your servant by which you give me hope.
50 This is my comfort in affliction, your promise that gives me life.
51 Though the arrogant utterly scorn me, I do not turn from your teaching.
52 When I recite your edicts of old I am comforted, LORD.
53 Rage seizes me because of the wicked; they forsake your teaching.
54 Your laws become my songs wherever I make my home.
55 Even at night I remember your name in observance of your teaching, LORD.
56 This is my good fortune, for I have observed your precepts.
HETH
57 My portion is the LORD; I promise to keep your words.
58 I entreat you with all my heart: have mercy on me in accord with your promise.
59 I have examined my ways and turned my steps to your decrees.
60 I am prompt, I do not hesitate in keeping your commands.
61 Though the snares of the wicked surround me, your teaching I do not forget.
62 At midnight I rise to praise you because your edicts are just.
63 I am the friend of all who fear you, of all who keep your precepts.
64 The earth, LORD, is filled with your love; teach me your laws.
TETH
65 You have treated your servant well, according to your word, O LORD.
66 Teach me wisdom and knowledge, for in your commands I trust.
67 Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I hold to your promise.
68 You are good and do what is good; teach me your laws.
69 The arrogant smear me with lies, but I observe your precepts with all my heart.
70 Their hearts are gross and fat; as for me, your teaching is my delight.
71 It was good for me to be afflicted, in order to learn your laws.
72 Teaching from your lips is more precious to me than heaps of silver and gold.
YODH
73 Your hands made me and fashioned me; give me insight to learn your commands.
74 Those who fear you rejoice to see me, because I hope in your word.
75 I know, LORD, that your edicts are just; though you afflict me, you are faithful.
76 May your love comfort me in accord with your promise to your servant.
77 Show me compassion that I may live, for your teaching is my delight.
78 Shame the proud for oppressing me unjustly, that I may study your precepts.
79 Let those who fear you turn to me, those who acknowledge your decrees.
80 May I be wholehearted toward your laws, that I may not be put to shame.
KAPH
81 My soul longs for your salvation; I put my hope in your word.
82 My eyes long to see your promise.
When will you comfort me?
83 I am like a wineskin shriveled by smoke, but I have not forgotten your laws.
84 How long can your servant survive?
When will your edict doom my foes?
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85 The arrogant have dug pits for me; defying your teaching.
86 All your commands are steadfast.
Help me! I am pursued without cause.
87 They have almost ended my life on earth, but I do not forsake your precepts.
88 In your kindness give me life, to keep the decrees you have spoken.
LAMEDH
89 Your word, LORD, stands forever; it is firm as the heavens.
90 Through all generations your truth endures; fixed to stand firm like the earth.
91 By your edicts they stand firm to this day, for all things are your servants.
92 Had your teaching not been my delight, I would have perished in my affliction.
93 I will never forget your precepts; through them you give me life.
94 I am yours; save me, for I cherish your precepts.
95 The wicked hope to destroy me, but I pay heed to your decrees.
96 I have seen the limits of all perfection, but your command is without bounds.
MEM
97 How I love your teaching, Lord!
I study it all day long.
98 Your command makes me wiser than my foes, for it is always with me.
99 I have more understanding than all my teachers, because I ponder your decrees.
100 I have more insight than my elders, because I observe your precepts.
101 I keep my steps from every evil path, that I may obey your word.
102 From your edicts I do not turn, for you have taught them to me.
103 How sweet to my tongue is your promise, sweeter than honey to my mouth!
104 Through your precepts I gain insight; therefore I hate all false ways.
NUN
105 Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light for my path.
106 I make a solemn vow to keep your just edicts.
107 I am very much afflicted, LORD; give me life in accord with your word.
108 Accept my freely offered praise; LORD, teach me your decrees.
109 My life is always at risk, but I do not forget your teaching.
110 The wicked have set snares for me, but from your precepts I do not stray.
111 Your decrees are my heritage forever; they are the joy of my heart.
112 My heart is set on fulfilling your laws; they are my reward forever.
SAMEKH
113 I hate every hypocrite; your teaching I love.
114 You are my refuge and shield; in your word I hope.
115 Depart from me, you wicked, that I may observe the commands of my God.
116 Sustain me by your promise that I may live; do not disappoint me in my hope.
117 Strengthen me that I may be safe, ever to contemplate your laws.
118 You reject all who stray from your laws, for vain is their deceit.
119 Like dross you regard all the wicked on earth; therefore I love your decrees.
120 My flesh shudders with dread of you; I hold your edicts in awe.
AYIN
121 I have fulfilled your just edict; do not abandon me to my oppressors.
122 Guarantee your servant’s welfare; do not let the arrogant oppress me.
123 My eyes long to see your salvation and the justice of your promise.
124 Act with kindness toward your servant; teach me your laws.
125 I am your servant; give me discernment that I may know your decrees.
126 It is time for the LORD to act; they have disobeyed your teaching.
127 Truly I love your commands more than the finest gold.
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128 Thus I follow all your precepts; every wrong way I hate.
PEH
129 Wonderful are your decrees; therefore I observe them.
130 The revelation of your words sheds light, gives understanding to the simple.
131 I sigh with open mouth, yearning for your commands.
132 Turn to me and be gracious, your edict for lovers of your name.
133 Steady my feet in accord with your promise; do not let iniquity lead me.
134 Free me from human oppression, that I may keep your precepts.
135 Let your face shine upon your servant; teach me your laws.
136 My eyes shed streams of tears because your teaching is not followed.
SADHE
137 You are righteous, LORD, and just are your edicts.
138 You have issued your decrees in justice and in surpassing faithfulness.
139 I am consumed with rage, because my foes forget your words.
140 Your servant loves your promise; it has been proved by fire.
141 Though belittled and despised, I do not forget your precepts.
142 Your justice is forever right, your teaching forever true.
143 Though distress and anguish come upon me, your commands are my delight.
144 Your decrees are forever just; give me discernment that I may live.
QOPH
145 I call with all my heart, O LORD; answer me that I may observe your laws.
146 I call to you to save me that I may keep your decrees.
147 I rise before dawn and cry out; I put my hope in your words.
148 My eyes greet the night watches as I meditate on your promise.
149 Hear my voice in your love, O LORD; by your edict give me life.
150 Malicious persecutors draw near me; they are far from your teaching.
151 You are near, O LORD; reliable are all your commands.
152 Long have I known from your decrees that you have established them forever.
RESH
153 Look at my affliction and rescue me, for I have not forgotten your teaching.
154 Take up my cause and redeem me; for the sake of your promise give me life.
155 Salvation is far from sinners because they do not cherish your laws.
156 Your compassion is great, O LORD; in accord with your edicts give me life.
157 Though my persecutors and foes are many I do not turn from your decrees.
158 I view the faithless with loathing, because they do not heed your promise.
159 See how I love your precepts, LORD; in your kindness give me life.
160 Your every word is enduring; all your just edicts are forever.
SHIN
161 Princes persecute me without reason, but my heart reveres only your word.
162 I rejoice at your promise, as one who has found rich spoil.
163 Falsehood I hate and abhor; your teaching I love.
164 Seven times a day I praise you because your edicts are just.
165 Lovers of your teaching have much peace; for them there is no stumbling block.
166 I look for your salvation, LORD, and I fulfill your commands.
167 I observe your decrees; I love them very much.
168 I observe your precepts and decrees; all my ways are before you.
TAW
169 Let my cry come before you, LORD; in keeping with your word give me discernment.
170 Let my prayer come before you; rescue me according to your promise.
171 May my lips pour forth your praise, because you teach me your laws.
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172 May my tongue sing of your promise, for all your commands are just.
173 Keep your hand ready to help me, for I have chosen your precepts.
174 I long for your salvation, LORD; your teaching is my delight.
175 Let me live to praise you; may your edicts give me help.
176 I have wandered like a lost sheep; seek out your servant, for I do not forget your commands.
Psa. 120
A Complaint Against Treacherous Tongues
1 A song of ascents.
I
The LORD answered me
2 LORD, deliver me from lying lips, from treacherous tongues.
II
3 What will the Lord inflict on you, O treacherous tongue, and what more besides?
4 A warrior’s sharpened arrows and fiery coals of brush wood!
III
5 Alas, I was an alien in Meshech, I lived near the tents of Kedar!
6 Too long did I live among those who hated peace.
7 When I spoke of peace, they were for war.
Psa. 121
The Lord Our Guardian
1 A song of ascents.
I
I raise my eyes toward the mountains.
2 My help comes from the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth.
II
3 God will not allow your foot to slip; your guardian does not sleep.
4 Truly, the guardian of Israel never slumbers nor sleeps.
III
5 The LORD is your guardian; the LORD is your shade at your righthand.
6 By day the sun cannot harm you, nor the moon by night.
IV
7 The LORD will guard you from all evil, will always guard your life.
8 The LORD will guard your coming and going both now and forever.
Psa. 122
The Pilgrim’s Greetings to Jerusalem
1 A song of ascents. Of David.
I
I rejoiced when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.”
2 And now our feet are standing within your gates, Jerusalem.
3 Jerusalem, built as a city, walled round about.
II
4 Here the tribes have come, the tribes of the LORD,
As it was decreed for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the LORD.
5 Here are the thrones of justice, the thrones of the house of David.
III
6 For the peace of Jerusalem pray:
“May those who love you prosper!
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7 May peace be within your ramparts, prosperity within your towers.”
8 For family and friends I say, “May peace be yours.”
9 For the house of the LORD, our God, I pray,
“May blessings be yours.”
Psa. 123
Israel’s Prayer in Persecution
1 A song of ascents.
I
To you I raise my eyes, to you enthroned in heaven.
2 Yes, like the eyes of a servant on the hand of his master,
Like the eyes of a maid on the hand of her mistress,
So our eyes are on the LORD our God, till we are shown favor.
II
3 Show us favor, LORD, show us favor, for we have our fill of contempt.
4 We have our fill of insult from the insolent, of disdain from the arrogant.
Psa. 124
The Lord the Rescuer of His People
1 A song of ascents. Of David.
I
Had not the LORD been with us, let Israel say,
2 Had not the LORD been with us, when people rose against us,
3 They would have swallowed us alive, for their fury blazed against us.
4 The waters would have engulfed us, the torrent overwhelmed us; 5 seething waters would have
drowned us.
II
6 Blessed be the LORD, who did not leave us to be torn by their fangs.
7 We escaped with our lives like a bird from the fowler’s snare; the snare was broken and we
escaped.
8 Our help is the name of the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth.
Psa. 125
The Lord the Protector of Israel
1 A song of ascents.
I
Like Mount Zion are they who trust in the LORD, unshakable, forever enduring.
2 As mountains surround Jerusalem, the LORD surrounds his people both now and forever.
II
3 The scepter of the wicked will not prevail in the land given to the just,
Lest the just themselves turn their hands to evil.
III
4 Do good, LORD, to the good, to those who are upright of heart.
5 But those who turn aside to crooked ways may the LORD send down with the wicked.
Peace upon Israel!
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Psa. 126
The People’s Prayer for Full Restoration
1 A song of ascents.
I
When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, then we thought we were dreaming.
2 Our mouths were filled with laughter; our tongues sang for joy.
Then it was said among the nations,
“The LORD had done great things for them.”
3 The LORD has done great things for us; Oh, how happy we were!
II
4 Restore again our fortunes, LORD, like the dry stream beds of the Negeb.
5 Those who sow in tears will reap with cries of joy.
6 Those who go forth weeping, carrying sacks of seed,
Will return with cries of joy, carrying their bundled sheaves.
Psa. 127
The Need of God’s Blessing: His Gift of Sons
1 A song of ascents. Of Solomon.
I
Unless the LORD build the house, they labor in vain who build.
Unless the LORD guard the city, in vain does the guard keep watch.
2 It is vain for you to rise early and put off your rest at night,
To eat bread earned by hard toil— all this God gives to his beloved in sleep.
II
3 Children too are a gift from the LORD, the fruit of the womb, a reward.
4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are the children born in one’s youth.
5 Blessed are they whose quivers are full.
They will never be shamed contending with foes at the gate.
Psa. 128
The Happy Home of the Just Man
1 A song of ascents.
I
Happy are all who fear the LORD, who walk in the ways of God.
2 What your hands provide you will enjoy; you will be happy and prosper:
3 Like a fruitful vine your wife within your home,
Like olive plants your children around your table.
4 Just so will they be blessed who fear the LORD.
II
5 May the LORD bless you from Zion, all the days of your life
That you may share Jerusalem’s joy 6 and live to see your children’s children.
Peace upon Israel!
Psa. 129
Prayer for the Overthrow of Israel’s Foes
1 A song of ascents.
I
Much have they oppressed me from my youth, now let Israel say.
2 Much have they oppressed me from my youth, yet they have not prevailed.
3 Upon my back the plowers plowed, as they traced their long furrows.
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4 But the just LORD cut me free from the ropes of the yoke of the wicked.
II
5 May they be scattered in disgrace, all who hate Zion.
6 May they be like grass on the rooftops withered in early growth,
7 Never to fill the reaper’s hands, nor the arms of the binders of sheaves,
8 With none passing by to call out:
“The blessing of the LORD be upon you!
We bless you in the name of the LORD!”
Psa. 130
Prayer for Pardon and Mercy
1 A song of ascents.
I
Out of the depths I call to you, LORD; 2 Lord, hear my cry!
May your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy.
II
3 If you, LORD, mark our sins, Lord, who can stand?
4 But with you is forgiveness and so you are revered.
III
5 I wait with longing for the LORD, my soul waits for his word.
6 My soul looks for the Lord more than sentinels for daybreak.
IV
More than sentinels for daybreak, 7 let Israel look for the LORD,
For with the LORD is kindness, with him is full redemption,
8 And God will redeem Israel from all their sins.
Psa. 131
Humble Trust in God
1 A song of ascents. Of David.
LORD, my heart is not proud; nor are my eyes haughty.
I do not busy myself with great matters, with things too sublime for me.
2 Rather, I have stilled my soul, hushed it like a weaned child.
Like a weaned child on its mother’s lap, so is my soul within me.
3 Israel, hope in the LORD, now and forever.
Psa. 132
The Pact Between David and the Lord
1 A song of ascents.
A
I
LORD, remember David and all his anxious care;
2 How he swore an oath to the LORD, vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob:
3 “I will not enter the house where I live, nor lie on the couch where I sleep;
4 I will give my eyes no sleep, my eyelids no rest,
5 Till I find a home for the LORD, a dwelling for the Mighty One of Jacob.”
II
6 “We have heard of it in Ephrathah; we have found it in the fields of Jaar.
7 Let us enter God’s dwelling; let us worship at God’s footstool.”
8 “Arise, LORD, come to your resting place, you and your majestic ark.
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9 Your priests will be clothed with justice; your faithful will shout for joy.”
10 For the sake of David your servant, do not reject your anointed.
B
I
11 The LORD swore an oath to David, a pledge never to be broken:
“Your own offspring I will set upon your throne.
12 If your sons observe my covenant, the laws I shall teach them,
Their sons, in turn, shall sit forever on your throne.”
13 Yes, the LORD has chosen Zion, desired it for a dwelling:
II
14 “This is my resting place forever; here I will dwell, for I desire it.
15 I will bless Zion with meat; its poor I will fill with bread.
16 I will clothe its priests with blessing; its faithful shall shout for joy.
17 There I will make a horn sprout for David’s line; I will set a lamp for my anointed.
18 His foes I will clothe with shame, but on him my crown shall gleam.”
Psa. 133
The Benefits of Brotherly Concord
1 A song of ascents. Of David.
How good it is, how pleasant, where the people dwell as one!
2 Like precious ointment on the head, running down upon the beard,
Upon the beard of Aaron, upon the collar of his robe.
3 Like dew of Hermon coming down upon the mountains of Zion.
There the LORD has lavished blessings, life for evermore!
Psa. 134
Exhortation to the Night Watch To Bless the Lord
1 A song of ascents.
Come, bless the LORD, all you servants of the LORD
Who stand in the house of the LORD through the long hours of night.
2 Lift up your hands toward the sanctuary, and bless the LORD.
3 May the LORD who made heaven and earth bless you from Zion.
Psa. 135
Praise of God, the Lord and Benefactor of Israel
1 Hallelujah!
A
Praise the name of the LORD!
Praise, you servants of the LORD,
2 Who stand in the house of the LORD, in the courts of the house of our God!
3 Praise the LORD; the LORD is good!
Sing to God’s name; it is gracious!
4 For the LORD has chosen Jacob, Israel as a treasured possession.
B
I
5 I know that the LORD is great, our Lord is greater than all gods.
6 Whatever the LORD wishes he does in heaven and on earth, in the seas and in all the deeps.
7 He raises storm clouds from the end of the earth, makes lightning and rain, brings forth wind
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from the storehouse.
II
8 He struck down Egypt’s firstborn, human and beast alike,
9 And sent signs and portents against you, Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his servants.
10 The Lord struck down many nations, slew mighty kings—
11 Sihon, king of the Amorites, Og, king of Bashan, all the kings of Canaan—
12 And made their land a heritage, a heritage for Israel his people.
13 O LORD, your name is forever, your renown, from age to age!
14 For the LORD defends his people, shows mercy to his servants.
III
15 The idols of the nations are silver and gold, the work of human hands.
16 They have mouths but speak not; they have eyes but see not;
17 They have ears but hear not; no breath is in their mouths.
18 Their makers shall be like them, all who trust in them.
C
19 House of Israel, bless the LORD!
House of Aaron, bless the LORD!
20 House of Levi, bless the LORD!
You who fear the LORD, bless the LORD!
21 Blessed from Zion be the LORD, who dwells in Jerusalem!
Psa. 136
Hymn of Thanksgiving for the Everlasting Kindness of the Lord
1 Hallelujah!
Praise the LORD, who is so good; God’s love endures forever;
2 Praise the God of gods; God’s love endures forever;
3 Praise the Lord of lords; God’s love endures forever;
I
4 Who alone has done great wonders, God’s love endures forever;
5 Who skillfully made the heavens, God’s love endures forever;
6 Who spread the earth upon the waters, God’s love endures forever;
7 Who made the great lights, God’s love endures forever;
8 The sun to rule the day, God’s love endures forever;
9 The moon and stars to rule the night, God’s love endures forever;
II
10 Who struck down the firstborn of Egypt, God’s love endures forever;
11 And led Israel from their midst, God’s love endures forever;
12 With mighty hand and outstretched arm, God’s love endures forever;
13 Who split in two the Red Sea, God’s love endures forever;
14 And led Israel through, God’s love endures forever;
15 But swept Pharaoh and his army into the Red Sea, God’s love endures forever;
16 Who led the people through the desert, God’s love endures forever;
17 Who struck down great kings, God’s love endures forever;
18 Slew powerful kings, God’s love endures forever;
19 Sihon, king of the Amorites, God’s love endures forever;
20 Og, king of Bashan, God’s love endures forever;
21 And made their lands a heritage, God’s love endures forever;
22 A heritage for Israel, God’s servant, God’s love endures forever.
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III
23 The LORD remembered us in our misery, God’s love endures forever;
24 Freed us from our foes, God’s love endures forever;
25 And gives food to all flesh, God’s love endures forever.
26 Praise the God of heaven, God’s love endures forever.
Psa. 137
The Exile’s Remembrance of Zion
I
1 By the rivers of Babylon we sat mourning and weeping when we remembered Zion.
2 On the poplars of that land we hung up our harps.
3 There our captors asked us for the words of a song;
Our tormentors, for a joyful song: “Sing for us a song of Zion!”
II
4 But how could we sing a song of the LORD in a foreign land?
5 If I forget you, Jerusalem, may my right hand wither.
6 May my tongue stick to my palate if I do not remember you,
If I do not exalt Jerusalem beyond all my delights.
III
7 Remember, LORD, against Edom that day at Jerusalem.
They said: “Level it, level it down to its foundations!”
8 Fair Babylon, you destroyer, happy those who pay you back the evil you have done us!
9 Happy those who seize your children and smash them against a rock.
Psa. 138
Hymn of a Grateful Heart
1 Of David.
I
I thank you, LORD, with all my heart; before the gods to you I sing.
2 I bow low toward your holy temple; I praise your name for your fidelity and love.
For you have exalted over all your name and your promise.
3 When I cried out, you answered; you strengthened my spirit.
II
4 All the kings of earth will praise you, LORD, when they hear the words of your mouth.
5 They will sing of the ways of the LORD:
“How great is the glory of the LORD!”
6 The LORD is on high, but cares for the lowly and knows the proud from afar.
III
7 Though I walk in the midst of dangers, you guard my life when my enemies rage.
You stretch out your hand; your right hand saves me.
8 The LORD is with me to the end.
LORD, your love endures forever.
Never forsake the work of your hands!
Psa. 139
The All-knowing and Ever-present God
1 For the leader. A psalm of David.
I
LORD, you have probed me, you know me: 2 you know when I sit and stand; you understand my
thoughts from afar.
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3 My travels and my rest you mark; with all my ways you are familiar.
4 Even before a word is on my tongue, LORD, you know it all.
5 Behind and before you encircle me and rest your hand upon me.
6 Such knowledge is beyond me, far too lofty for me to reach.
II
7 Where can I hide from your spirit?
From your presence, where can I flee?
8 If I ascend to the heavens, you are there; if I lie down in Sheol, you are there too.
9 If I fly with the wings of dawn and alight beyond the sea,
10 Even there your hand will guide me, your right hand hold me fast.
11 If I say, “Surely darkness shall hide me, and night shall be my light” —
12 Darkness is not dark for you, and night shines as the day.
Darkness and light are but one.
III
13 You formed my inmost being; you knit me in my mother’s womb.
14 I praise you, so wonderfully you made me; wonderful are your works!
My very self you knew; 15 my bones were not hidden from you,
When I was being made in secret, fashioned as in the depths of the earth.
16 Your eyes foresaw my actions; in your book all are written down; my days were shaped,
before one came to be.
17 How precious to me are your designs, O God; how vast the sum of them!
18 Were I to count, they would outnumber the sands; to finish, I would need eternity.
IV
19 If only you would destroy the wicked, O God, and the bloodthirsty would depart from me!
20 Deceitfully they invoke your name; your foes swear faithless oaths.
21 Do I not hate, LORD, those who hate you?
Those who rise against you, do I not loathe?
22 With fierce hatred I hate them, enemies I count as my own.
23 Probe me, God, know my heart; try me, know my concerns.
24 See if my way is crooked, then lead me in the ancient paths.
Psa. 140
Prayer for Deliverance from the Snares of the Wicked
1 For the leader. A psalm of David.
I
2 Deliver me, LORD, from the wicked; preserve me from the violent,
3 From those who plan evil in their hearts, who stir up conflicts every day,
4 Who sharpen their tongues like serpents, venom of asps upon their lips. Selah
II
5 Keep me, LORD, from the clutches of the wicked; preserve me from the violent, who plot to
trip me up.
6 The arrogant have set a trap for me; villains have spread a net, laid snares for me by the
wayside. Selah
7 I say to the LORD: You are my God; listen, LORD, to the words of my prayer.
8 My revered LORD, my strong helper, my helmet on the day of battle.
III
9 LORD, do not grant the desires of the wicked; do not let their plots succeed. Selah
10 Around me they raise their proud heads; may the mischief they threaten overwhelm them.
11 May God rain burning coals upon them, cast them into the grave never more to rise.
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IV
12 Slanderers will not survive on earth; evil will quickly entrap the violent.
13 For I know the LORD will secure justice for the needy, their rights for the poor.
14 Then the just will give thanks to your name; the upright will dwell in your presence.
Psa. 141
Prayer of a Just Man To Be Saved from Wickedness
1 A psalm of David.
I
LORD, I call to you; come quickly to help me; listen to my plea when I call.
2 Let my prayer be incense before you; my uplifted hands an evening sacrifice.
II
3 Set a guard, LORD, before my mouth, a gatekeeper at my lips.
4 Do not let my heart incline to evil, or yield to any sin.
I will never feast upon the fine food of evildoers.
5 Let the just strike me; that is kindness; let them rebuke me; that is oil for my head.
All this I shall not refuse, but will pray despite these trials.
6 When their leaders are cast over the cliff, all will learn that my prayers were heard.
7 As when a farmer plows a field into broken clods, so their bones will be strewn at the mouth of
Sheol.
III
8 My eyes are upon you, O GOD, my Lord; in you I take refuge; do not strip me of life.
9 Guard me from the trap they have set for me, from the snares of evildoers.
10 Into their own nets let all the wicked fall, while I make good my own escape.
Psa. 142
Prayer of a Prisoner in Dire Straits
1 A maskil of David, when he was in the cave. A prayer.
I
2 With full voice I cry to the LORD; with full voice I beseech the LORD.
3 Before God I pour out my complaint, lay bare my distress.
4 My spirit is faint within me, but you know my path.
II
Along the way I walk they have hidden a trap for me.
5 I look to my right hand, but no friend is there.
There is no escape for me; no one cares for me.
III
6 I cry out to you, LORD, I say, You are my refuge, my portion in the land of the living.
7 Listen to my cry for help, for I am brought very low.
Rescue me from my pursuers, for they are too strong for me.
8 Lead me out of my prison, that I may give thanks to your name.
Then the just shall gather around me because you have been good to me.
Psa. 143
Prayer of a Penitent in Distress
1 A psalm of David.
I
LORD, hear my prayer; in your faithfulness listen to my pleading; answer me in your justice.
2 Do not enter into judgment with your servant; before you no living being can be just.
Wisdom Books

115

II
3 The enemy has pursued me; they have crushed my life to the ground.
They have left me in darkness like those long dead.
4 My spirit is faint within me; my heart is dismayed.
5 I remember the days of old; I ponder all your deeds; the works of your hands I recall.
6 I stretch out my hands to you; I thirst for you like a parched land. Selah
III
7 Hasten to answer me, LORD; for my spirit fails me.
Do not hide your face from me, lest I become like those descending to the pit.
8 At dawn let me hear of your kindness, for in you I trust.
Show me the path I should walk, for to you I entrust my life.
9 Rescue me, LORD, from my foes, for in you I hope.
IV
10 Teach me to do your will, for you are my God.
May your kind spirit guide me on ground that is level.
11 For your name’s sake, LORD, give me life; in your justice lead me out of distress.
12 In your kindness put an end to my foes; destroy all who attack me, for I am your servant.
Psa. 144
Prayer for Victory and Prosperity
1 Of David.
I
Blessed be the LORD, my rock, who trains my hands for battle, my fingers for war;
2 My safe guard and my fortress, my stronghold, my deliverer,
My shield, in whom I trust, who subdues peoples under me.
II
3 LORD, what are mortals that you notice them; human beings, that you take thought of them?
4 They are but a breath; their days are like a passing shadow.
5 LORD, incline your heavens and come; touch the mountains and make them smoke.
6 Flash forth lightning and scatter my foes; shoot your arrows and rout them.
7 Reach out your hand from on high; deliver me from the many waters; rescue me from the
hands of foreign foes.
8 Their mouths speak untruth; their right hands are raised in lying oaths.
III
9 O God, a new song I will sing to you; on a ten-stringed lyre I will play for you.
10 You give victory to kings; you delivered David your servant.
From the menacing sword 11 deliver me; rescue me from the hands of foreign foes.
Their mouths speak untruth; their right hands are raised in lying oaths.
IV
12 May our sons be like plants well nurtured from their youth,
Our daughters, like carved columns, shapely as those of the temple.
13 May our barns be full with every kind of store.
May our sheep increase by thousands, by tens of thousands in our fields; may our oxen be well
fattened.
14 May there be no breach in the walls, no exile, no outcry in our streets.
15 Happy the people so blessed; happy the people whose God is the LORD.
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Psa. 145
The Greatness and Goodness of God
1 Praise. Of David.
I will extol you, my God and king; I will bless your name forever.
2 Every day I will bless you; I will praise your name forever.
3 Great is the LORD and worthy of high praise; God’s grandeur is beyond understanding.
4 One generation praises your deeds to the next and proclaims your mighty works.
5 They speak of the splendor of your majestic glory, tell of your wonderful deeds.
6 They speak of your fearsome power and attest to your great deeds.
7 They publish the renown of your abounding goodness and joyfully sing of your justice.
8 The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in love.
9 The LORD is good to all, compassionate to every creature.
10 All your works give you thanks, O LORD and your faithful bless you.
11 They speak of the glory of your reign and tell of your great works,
12 Making known to all your power, the glorious splendor of your rule.
13 Your reign is a reign for all ages, your dominion for all generations.
The LORD is trustworthy in every word, and faithful in every work.
14 The LORD supports all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed down.
15 The eyes of all look hopefully to you; you give them their food in due season.
16 You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
17 You, LORD, are just in all your ways, faithful in all your works.
18 You, LORD, are near to all who call upon you, to all who call upon you in truth.
19 You satisfy the desire of those who fear you; you hear their cry and save them.
20 You, LORD, watch over all who love you, but all the wicked you destroy.
21 My mouth will speak your praises, LORD; all flesh will bless your holy name forever.
Psa. 146
Trust in God Alone
1 Hallelujah!
2 Praise the LORD, my soul;
I shall praise the LORD all my life, sing praise to my God while I live.
I
3 Put no trust in princes, in mere mortals powerless to save.
4 When they breathe their last, they return to the earth; that day all their planning comes to
nothing.
II
5 Happy those whose help is Jacob’s God, whose hope is in the LORD, their God,
6 The maker of heaven and earth, the seas and all that is in them,
Who keeps faith forever, 7 secures justice for the oppressed, gives food to the hungry.
The LORD sets prisoners free; 8 the LORD gives sight to the blind.
The LORD raises up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous.
9 The LORD protects the stranger, sustains the orphan and the widow, but thwarts the way of the
wicked.
10 The LORD shall reign forever, your God, Zion, through all generations!
Hallelujah!
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Psa. 147
Zion’s Grateful Praise to Her Bountiful Lord
I
1 Hallelujah!
How good to celebrate our God in song; how sweet to give fitting praise.
2 The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem, gathers the dispersed of Israel,
3 Heals the brokenhearted, binds up their wounds,
4 Numbers all the stars, calls each of them by name.
5 Great is our Lord, vast in power, with wisdom beyond measure.
6 The LORD sustains the poor, but casts the wicked to the ground.
II
7 Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; with the lyre celebrate our God,
8 Who covers the heavens with clouds, provides rain for the earth, makes grass sprout on the
mountains,
9 Who gives animals their food and ravens what they cry for.
10 God takes no delight in the strength of horses, no pleasure in the runner’s stride.
11 Rather the LORD takes pleasure in the devout, those who await his faithful care.
III
12 Glorify the LORD, Jerusalem; Zion, offer praise to your God,
13 Who has strengthened the bars of your gates, blessed your children within you,
14 Brought peace to your borders, and filled you with finest wheat.
15 The LORD sends a command to earth; his word runs swiftly!
16 Thus snow is spread like wool, frost is scattered like ash,
17 Hail is dispersed like crumbs; before such cold the waters freeze.
18 Again he sends his word and they melt; the wind is unleashed and the waters flow.
19 The LORD also proclaims his word to Jacob, decrees and laws to Israel.
20 God has not done this for other nations; of such laws they know nothing.
Hallelujah!
Psa. 148
Hymn of All Creation to the Almighty Creator
1 Hallelujah!
I
Praise the LORD from the heavens; give praise in the heights.
2 Praise him, all you angels; give praise, all you hosts.
3 Praise him, sun and moon; give praise, all shining stars.
4 Praise him, highest heavens, you waters above the heavens.
5 Let them all praise the LORD’S name; for the LORD commanded and they were created,
6 Assigned them duties forever, gave them tasks that will never change.
II
7 Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deep waters;
8 You lightning and hail, snow and clouds, storm winds that fulfill his command;
9 You mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;
10 You animals wild and tame, you creatures that crawl and fly;
III
11 You kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all who govern on earth;
12 Young men and women too, old and young alike.
13 Let them all praise the LORD’S name, for his name alone is exalted, majestic above earth and
heaven.
14 The LORD has lifted high the horn of his people; to the glory of all the faithful, of Israel, the
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people near to their God.
Hallelujah!
Psa. 149
Invitation To Glorify the Lord with Song and Sword
1 Hallelujah!
Sing to the LORD a new song, a hymn in the assembly of the faithful.
2 Let Israel be glad in their maker, the people of Zion rejoice in their king.
3 Let them praise his name in festive dance, make music with tambourine and lyre.
4 For the LORD takes delight in his people, honors the poor with victory.
5 Let the faithful rejoice in their glory, cry out for joy at their banquet,
6 With the praise of God in their mouths, and a two-edged sword in their hands,
7 To bring retribution on the nations, punishment on the peoples,
8 To bind their kings with chains, shackle their nobles with irons,
9 To execute the judgments decreed for them—such is the glory of all God’s faithful.
Hallelujah!
Psa. 150
Final Doxology with Full Orchestra
1 Hallelujah!
Praise God in his holy sanctuary; give praise in the mighty dome of heaven.
2 Give praise for his mighty deeds, praise him for his great majesty.
3 Give praise with blasts upon the horn, praise him with harp and lyre.
4 Give praise with tambourines and dance, praise him with flutes and strings.
5 Give praise with crashing cymbals, praise him with sounding cymbals.
6 Let everything that has breath give praise to the LORD!
Hallelujah Hallelujah!
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PROVERBS
I. INTRODUCTION: THE VALUE OF WISDOM
Prov. 1
Purpose of the Proverbs of Solomon
1 The Proverbs of Solomon, the son of David, king of Israel:
2 That men may appreciate wisdom and discipline, may understand words of intelligence;
3 May receive training in wise conduct, in what is right, just and honest;
4 That resourcefulness may be imparted to the simple, to the young man knowledge and
discretion.
5 A wise man by hearing them will advance in learning, an intelligent man will gain sound
guidance,
6 That he may comprehend proverb and parable, the words of the wise and their riddles.
7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; wisdom and instruction fools despise.
The Path of the Wicked: Greed and Violence
8 Hear, my son, your father’s instruction, and reject not your mother’s teaching;
9 A graceful diadem will they be for your head; a torque for your neck.
10 My son, should sinners entice you, 11 and say, “Come along with us!
Let us lie in wait for the honest man, let us, unprovoked, set a trap for the innocent;
12 Let us swallow them up, as the nether world does, alive, in the prime of life, like those who
go down to the pit!
13 All kinds of precious wealth shall we gain, we shall fill our houses with booty;
14 Cast in your lot with us, we shall all have one purse!”—
15 My son, walk not in the way with them, hold back your foot from their path!
16 (For their feet run to evil, they hasten to shed blood.)
17 It is in vain that a net is spread before the eyes of any bird—
18 These men lie in wait for their own blood, they set a trap for their own lives.
19 This is the fate of everyone greedy of loot: unlawful gain takes away the life of him who
acquires it.
Wisdom in Person Gives Warning
20 Wisdom cries aloud in the street, in the open squares she raises her voice;
21 Down the crowded ways she calls out, at the city gates she utters her words:
22 “How long, you simple ones, will you love inanity, 23 how long will you turn away at my
reproof?
Lo! I will pour out to you my spirit, I will acquaint you with my words.
24 “Because I called and you refused, I extended my hand and no one took notice;
25 Because you disdained all my counsel, and my reproof you ignored—
26 I, in my turn, will laugh at your doom; I will mock when terror overtakes you;
27 When terror comes upon you like a storm, and your doom approaches like a whirlwind;
when distress and anguish befall you.
28 “Then they call me, but I answer not; they seek me, but find me not;
29 Because they hated knowledge, and chose not the fear of the LORD;
30 They ignored my counsel, they spurned all my reproof; And in their arrogance they preferred
arrogance, and like fools they hated knowledge:
31 “Now they must eat the fruit of their own way, and with their own devices be glutted.
32 For the self-will of the simple kills them, the smugness of fools destroys them.
Wisdom Books

120

33 But he who obeys me dwells in security, in peace, without fear of harm.”
Prov. 2
The Blessings of Wisdom
1 My son, if you receive my words and treasure my commands,
2 Turning your ear to wisdom, inclining your heart to understanding;
3 Yes, if you call to intelligence, and to understanding raise your voice;
4 If you seek her like silver, and like hidden treasures search her out:
5 Then will you understand the fear of the LORD; the knowledge of God you will find;
6 For the LORD gives wisdom, from his mouth come knowledge and understanding;
7 He has counsel in store for the upright, he is the shield of those who walk honestly,
8 Guarding the paths of justice, protecting the way of his pious ones.
9 Then you will understand rectitude and justice, honesty, every good path;
10 For wisdom will enter your heart, knowledge will please your soul,
11 Discretion will watch over you, understanding will guard you;
12 Saving you from the way of evil men, from men of perverse speech,
13 Who leave the straight paths to walk in the way of darkness,
14 Who delight in doing evil, rejoice in perversity;
15 Whose ways are crooked, and devious their paths;
16 Saving you from the wife of another, from the adulteress with her smooth words,
17 Who forsakes the companion of her youth and forgets the pact with her God;
18 For her path sinks down to death, and her footsteps lead to the shades;
19 None who enter thereon come back again, or gain the paths of life.
20 Thus you may walk in the way of good men, and keep to the paths of the just.
21 For the upright will dwell in the land, the honest will remain in it;
22 But the wicked will be cut off from the land, the faithless will be rooted out of it.
Prov. 3
Attitude Toward the Lord
1 My son, forget not my teaching, keep in mind my commands;
2 For many days, and years of life, and peace, will they bring you.
3 Let not kindness and fidelity leave you; bind them around your neck;
4 Then will you win favor and good esteem before God and man.
5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, on your own intelligence rely not;
6 In all your ways be mindful of him, and he will make straight your paths.
7 Be not wise in your own eyes, fear the LORD and turn away from evil;
8 This will mean health for your flesh and vigor for your bones.
9 Honor the LORD with your wealth, with first fruits of all your produce;
10 Then will your barns be filled with grain, with new wine your vats will overflow.
11 The discipline of the LORD, my son, disdain not; spurn not his reproof;
12 For whom the LORD loves he reproves, and he chastises the son he favors.
The Value of Wisdom
13 Happy the man who finds wisdom, the man who gains understanding!
14 For her profit is better than profit in silver, and better than gold is her revenue;
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15 She is more precious than corals, and none of your choice possessions can compare with her.
16 Long life is in her right hand, in her left are riches and honor;
17 Her ways are pleasant ways, and all her paths are peace;
18 She is a tree of life to those who grasp her, and he is happy who holds her fast.
19 The LORD by wisdom founded the earth, established the heavens by understanding;
20 By his knowledge the depths break open, and the clouds drop down dew.
21 My son, let not these slip out of your sight: keep advice and counsel in view;
22 So will they be life to your soul, and an adornment for your neck.
23 Then you may securely go your way; your foot will never stumble;
24 When you lie down, you need not be afraid, when you rest, your sleep will be sweet.
35 Honor is the possession of wise men, but fools inherit shame.
Attitude Toward Fellow Men
25 Be not afraid of sudden terror, of the ruin of the wicked when it comes;
26 For the LORD will be your confidence, and will keep your foot from the snare.
27 Refuse no one the good on which he has a claim when it is in your power to do it for him.
28 Say not to your neighbor, “Go, and come again, tomorrow I will give,” when you can give at
once.
29 Plot no evil against your neighbor, against him who lives at peace with you.
30 Quarrel not with a man without cause, with one who has done you no harm.
31 Envy not the lawless man and choose none of his ways:
32 To the LORD the perverse man is an abomination, but with the upright is his friendship.
33 The curse of the LORD is on the house of the wicked, but the dwelling of the just he blesses;
34 When he is dealing with the arrogant, he is stern, but to the humble he shows kindness.
Prov. 4
Wisdom: The Supreme Guide to Men
1 Hear, O children, a father’s instruction, be attentive, that you may gain understanding!
2 Yes, excellent advice I give you; my teaching do not forsake.
3 When I was my father’s child, frail, yet the darling of my mother,
4 He taught me, and said to me: “Let your heart hold fast my words: keep my commands, that
you may live!
5 “Get wisdom, get understanding! Do not forget or turn aside from the words I utter.
6 Forsake her not, and she will preserve you; love her, and she will safeguard you;
7 The beginning of wisdom is: get wisdom; at the cost of all you have, get understanding.
8 Extol her, and she will exalt you; she will bring you honors if you embrace her;
9 She will put on your head a graceful diadem; a glorious crown will she bestow on you.”
The Good and the Evil Way
10 Hear, my son, and receive my words, and the years of your life shall be many.
11 On the way of wisdom I direct you, I lead you on straightforward paths.
12 When you walk, your step will not be impeded, and should you run, you will not stumble.
13 Hold fast to instruction, never let her go; keep her, for she is your life.
14 The path of the wicked enter not, walk not on the way of evil men;
15 Shun it, cross it not, turn aside from it, and pass on.
16 For they cannot rest unless they have done evil; to have made no one stumble steals away
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their sleep.
17 For they eat the bread of wickedness and drink the wine of violence.
19 The way of the wicked is like darkness; they know not on what they stumble.
18 But the path of the just is like shining light, that grows in brilliance till perfect day.
20 My son, to my words be attentive, to my sayings incline your ear;
21 Let them not slip out of your sight, keep them within your heart;
22 For they are life to those who find them, to man’s whole being they are health.
23 With closest custody, guard your heart, for in it are the sources of life.
24 Put away from you dishonest talk, deceitful speech put far from you.
25 Let your eyes look straight ahead and your glance be directly forward.
26 Survey the path for your feet, and let all your ways be sure.
27 Turn neither to right nor to left, keep your foot far from evil.
Prov. 5
Warning Against Adultery
1 My son, to my wisdom be attentive, to my knowledge incline your ear,
2 That discretion may watch over you, and understanding may guard you.
3 The lips of an adulteress drip with honey, and her mouth is smoother than oil;
4 But in the end she is as bitter as wormwood, as sharp as a two-edged sword.
5 Her feet go down to death, to the nether world her steps attain;
6 Lest you see before you the road to life, her paths will ramble, you know not where.
7 So now, O children, listen to me, go not astray from the words of my mouth.
8 Keep your way far from her, approach not the door of her house,
9 Lest you give your honor to others, and your years to a merciless one;
10 Lest strangers have their fill of your wealth, your hard-won earnings go to an alien’s house;
11 And you groan in the end, when your flesh and your body are consumed;
12 And you say, “Oh, why did I hate instruction, and my heart spurn reproof!
13 Why did I not listen to the voice of my teachers, nor to my instructors incline my ear!
14 I have all but come to utter ruin, condemned by the public assembly!”
15 Drink water from your own cistern, running water from your own well.
16 How may your water sources be dispersed abroad, streams of water in the streets?
17 Let your fountain be yours alone, not one shared with strangers;
18 And have joy of the wife of your youth, 19 your lovely hind, your graceful doe.
Her love will invigorate you always, through her love you will flourish continually,
20 Why then, my son, should you go astray for another’s wife and accept the embraces of an
adulteress?
21 For each man’s ways are plain to the LORD’S sight; all their paths he surveys;
22 By his own iniquities the wicked man will be caught, in the meshes of his own sin he will be
held fast;
23 He will die from lack of discipline, through the greatness of his folly he will be lost.
Prov. 6
Miscellaneous Proverbs
1 My son, if you have become surety to your neighbor, given your hand in pledge to another,
2 You have been snared by the utterance of your lips, caught by the words of your mouth;
3 So do this, my son, to free yourself, since you have fallen into your neighbor’s power:
Go, hurry, stir up your neighbor!
4 Give no sleep to your eyes, nor slumber to your eyelids;
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5 Free yourself as a gazelle from the snare, or as a bird from the hand of the fowler.
6 Go to the ant, O sluggard, study her ways and learn wisdom;
7 For though she has no chief, no commander or ruler,
8 She procures her food in the summer, stores up her provisions in the harvest.
9 How long, O sluggard, will you rest? when will you rise from your sleep?
10 A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the arms to rest—
11 Then will poverty come upon you like a highway man, and want like an armed man.
12 A scoundrel, a villain, is he who deals in crooked talk.
13 He winks his eyes, shuffles his feet, makes signs with his fingers;
14 He has perversity in his heart, is always plotting evil, sows discord.
15 Therefore suddenly ruin comes upon him; in an instant he is crushed beyond cure.
16 There are six things the LORD hates, yes, seven are an abomination to him;
17 Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood;
18 A heart that plots wicked schemes, feet that run swiftly to evil,
19 The false witness who utters lies, and he who sows discord among brothers.
Warning Against Adultery
20 Observe, my son, your father’s bidding, and reject not your mother’s teaching;
21 Keep them fastened over your heart always, put them around your neck;
22 When you lie down she will watch over you, and when you wake, she will share your
concerns; wherever you turn, she will guide you.
23 For the bidding is a lamp, and the teaching a light, and a way to life are the reproofs of
discipline;
24 To keep you from your neighbor’s wife, from the smooth tongue of the adulteress.
25 Lust not in your heart after her beauty, let her not captivate you with her glance!
26 For the price of a loose woman may be scarcely a loaf of bread,
But if she is married, she is a trap for your precious life.
27 Can a man take fire to his bosom, and his garments not burned?
28 Or can a man walk on live coals, and his feet not be scorched?
29 So with him who goes in to his neighbor’s wife— none who touches her shall go unpunished.
30 Men despise not the thief if he steals to satisfy his appetite when he is hungry;
31 Yet if he be caught he must pay back sevenfold; all the wealth of his house he may yield up.
32 But he who commits adultery is a fool; he who would destroy himself does it.
33 A degrading beating will he get, and his disgrace will not be wiped away;
34 For vindictive is the husband’s wrath, he will have no pity on the day of vengeance;
35 He will not consider any restitution, nor be satisfied with the greatest gifts.
Prov. 7
1 My son, keep my words, and treasure my commands.
2 Keep my commands and live, my teaching as the apple of your eye;
3 Bind them on your fingers, write them on the tablet of your heart.
4 Say to Wisdom, “You are my sister!” call Understanding, “Friend!”
5 That they may keep you from another’s wife, from the adulteress with her smooth words.
6 For at the window of my house, through my lattice I looked out—
7 And I saw among the simple ones, I observed among the young men, a youth with no sense,
8 Going along the street near the corner, then walking in the direction of her house—
9 In the twilight, at dusk of day, at the time of the dark of night.
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10 And lo! the woman comes to meet him, robed like a harlot, with secret designs—
11 She is fickle and unruly, in her home her feet cannot rest;
12 Now she is in the streets, now in the open squares, and at every corner she lurks in ambush—
13 When she seizes him, she kisses him, and with an impudent look says to him:
14 “I owed peace offerings, and today I have fulfilled my vows;
15 So I came out to meet you, to look for you, and I have found you!
16 With coverlets I have spread my couch, with brocaded cloths of Egyptian linen;
17 I have sprinkled my bed with myrrh, with aloes, and with cinnamon.
18 “Come, let us drink our fill of love, until morning, let us feast on love!
19 For my husband is not at home, he has gone on a long journey;
20 A bag of money he took with him, not till the full moon will he return home.”
21 She wins him over by her repeated urging, with her smooth lips she leads him astray;
22 He follows her stupidly, like an ox that is led to slaughter;
Like a stag that minces toward the net, 23 till an arrow pierces its liver;
Like a bird that rushes into a snare, unaware that its life is at stake.
24 So now, O children, listen to me, be attentive to the words of my mouth!
25 Let not your heart turn to her ways, go not astray in her paths;
26 For many are those she has struck down dead, numerous, those she has slain.
27 Her house is made up of ways to the nether world, leading down into the chambers of death.
Prov. 8
The Discourse of Wisdom
1 Does not Wisdom call, and Understanding raise her voice?
2 On the top of the heights along the road, at the crossroads she takes her stand;
3 By the gates at the approaches of the city, in the entryways she cries aloud:
4 “To you, O men, I call; my appeal is to the children of men.
5 You simple ones, gain resource, you fools, gain sense.
6 “Give heed! for noble things I speak; honesty opens my lips.
7 Yes, the truth my mouth recounts, but the wickedness my lips abhor.
8 Sincere are all the words of my mouth, no one of them is wily or crooked;
9 All of them are plain to the man of intelligence, and right to those who attain knowledge.
10 Receive my instruction in preference to silver, and knowledge rather than choice gold.
11 (For Wisdom is better than corals, and no choice possessions can compare with her.)
12 “I, Wisdom, dwell with experience, and judicious knowledge I attain.
13 (The fear of the LORD is to hate evil;)
Pride, arrogance, the evil way, and the perverse mouth I hate.
14 Mine are counsel and advice;
Mine is strength; I am understanding.
15 By me kings reign, and lawgivers establish justice;
16 By me princes govern, and nobles; all the rulers of earth.
17 “Those who love me I also love, and those who seek me find me.
18 With me are riches and honor, enduring wealth and prosperity.
19 My fruit is better than gold, yes, than pure gold, and my revenue than choice silver.
20 On the way of duty I walk, along the paths of justice,
21 Granting wealth to those who love me, and filling their treasuries.
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22 “The LORD begot me, the first-born of his ways, the forerunner of his prodigies of long ago;
23 From of old I was poured forth, at the first, before the earth.
24 When there were no depths I was brought forth, when there were no fountains or springs of
water;
25 Before the mountains were settled into place, before the hills, I was brought forth;
26 While as yet the earth and the fields were not made, nor the first clods of the world.
27 “When he established the heavens I was there, when he marked out the vault over the face of
the deep;
28 When he made firm the skies above, when he fixed fast the foundations of the earth;
29 When he set for the sea its limit, so that the waters should not transgress his command;
30 Then was I beside him as his craftsman, and I was his delight day by day, Playing before him
all the while, 31 playing on the surface of his earth; and I found delight in the sons of men.
32 “So now, O children, listen to me; 33 instruction and wisdom do not reject!
Happy the man who obeys me, and happy those who keep my ways,
34 Happy the man watching daily at my gates, waiting at my doorposts;
35 For he who finds me finds life, and wins favor from the LORD;
36 But he who misses me harms himself; all who hate me love death.”
Prov. 9
The Two Banquets
1 Wisdom has built her house, she has set up her seven columns;
2 She has dressed her meat, mixed her wine, yes, she has spread her table.
3 She has sent out her maidens; she calls from the heights out over the city:
4 “Let whoever is simple turn in here; to him who lacks understanding, I say,
5 Come, eat of my food, and drink of the wine I have mixed!
6 Forsake foolishness that you may live; advance in the way of understanding.
11 For by me your days will be multiplied and the years of your life increased.”
7 He who corrects an arrogant man earns insult; and he who reproves a wicked man incurs
opprobrium.
8 Reprove not an arrogant man, lest he hate you; reprove a wise man, and he will love you.
9 Instruct a wise man, and he becomes still wiser; teach a just man, and he advances in learning.
10 The beginning of wisdom is the fear of the LORD, and knowledge of the Holy One is
understanding.
12 If you are wise, it is to your own advantage; and if you are arrogant, you alone shall bear it.
13 The woman Folly is fickle, she is inane, and knows nothing.
14 She sits at the door of her house upon a seat on the city heights,
15 Calling to passers-by as they go on their straight way:
16 “Let whoever is simple turn in here, or who lacks understanding; for to him I say,
17 Stolen water is sweet, and bread gotten secretly is pleasing!”
18 Little he knows that the shades are there, that in the depths of the nether world are her guests!
II. FIRST COLLECTION OF THE PROVERBS OF SOLOMON
Prov. 10
1 The Proverbs of Solomon:
A wise son makes his father glad, but a foolish son is a grief to his mother.
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2 Ill-gotten treasures profit nothing, but virtue saves from death.
3 The LORD permits not the just to hunger, but the craving of the wicked he thwarts.
4 The slack hand impoverishes, but the hand of the diligent enriches.
5 A son who fills the granaries in summer is a credit; a son who slumbers during harvest, a
disgrace.
6 Blessings are for the head of the just, but a rod for the back of the fool.
7 The memory of the just will be blessed, but the name of the wicked will rot.
8 A wise man heeds commands, but a prating fool will be overthrown.
9 He who walks honestly walks securely, but he whose ways are crooked will fare badly.
10 He who winks at a fault causes trouble, but he who frankly reproves promotes peace.
11 A fountain of life is the mouth of the just, but the mouth of the wicked conceals violence.
12 Hatred stirs up disputes, but love covers all offenses.
13 On the lips of the intelligent is found wisdom, (but the mouth of the wicked conceals
violence).
14 Wise men store up knowledge, but the mouth of a fool is imminent ruin.
15 The rich man’s wealth is his strong city; the ruination of the lowly is their poverty.
16 The just man’s recompense leads to life, the gains of the wicked, to sin.
17 A path to life is his who heeds admonition, but he who disregards reproof goes astray.
18 It is the lips of the liar that conceal hostility; but he who spreads accusations is a fool.
19 Where words are many, sin is not wanting; but he who restrains his lips does well.
20 Like choice silver is the just man’s tongue; the heart of the wicked is of little worth.
21 The just man’s lips nourish many, but fools die for want of sense.
22 It is the LORD’S blessing that brings wealth, and no effort can substitute for it.
23 Crime is the entertainment of the fool; so is wisdom for the man of sense.
24 What the wicked man fears will befall him, but the desire of the just will be granted.
25 When the tempest passes, the wicked man is no more; but the just man is established forever.
26 As vinegar to the teeth, and smoke to the eyes, is the sluggard to those who use him as a
messenger.
27 The fear of the LORD prolongs life, but the years of the wicked are brief.
28 The hope of the just brings them joy, but the expectation of the wicked comes to nought.
29 The LORD is a stronghold to him who walks honestly, but to evildoers, their downfall.
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30 The just man will never be disturbed, but the wicked will not abide in the land.
31 The mouth of the just yields wisdom, but the perverse tongue will be cut off.
32 The lips of the just know how to please, but the mouth of the wicked, how to pervert.
Prov. 11
1 False scales are an abomination to the LORD, but a full weight is his delight.
2 When pride comes, disgrace comes; but with the humble is wisdom.
3 The honesty of the upright guides them; the faithless are ruined by their duplicity.
4 Wealth is useless on the day of wrath, but virtue saves from death.
5 The honest man’s virtue makes his way straight, but by his wickedness the wicked man falls.
6 The virtue of the upright saves them, but the faithless are caught in their own intrigue.
7 When a wicked man dies his hope perishes, and what is expected from strength comes to
nought.
8 The just man escapes trouble, and the wicked man falls into it in his stead.
9 With his mouth the impious man would ruin his neighbor, but through their knowledge the just
make their escape.
10 When the just prosper, the city rejoices; and when the wicked perish, there is jubilation.
11 Through the blessing of the righteous the city is exalted, but through the mouth of the wicked
it is overthrown.
12 He who reviles his neighbor has no sense, but the intelligent man keeps silent.
13 A newsmonger reveals secrets, but a trustworthy man keeps a confidence.
14 For lack of guidance a people falls; security lies in many counselors.
15 He is in a bad way who becomes surety for another, but he who hates giving pledges is safe.
16 A gracious woman wins esteem, but she who hates virtue is covered with shame.
(The slothful become impoverished, but the diligent gain wealth.)
17 A kindly man benefits himself, but a merciless man harms himself.
18 The wicked man makes empty profits, but he who sows virture has a sure reward.
19 Virtue directs toward life, but he who pursues evil does so to his death.
20 The depraved in heart are an abomination to the LORD, but those who walk blamelessly are
his delight.
21 Truly the evil man shall not go unpunished, but those who are just shall escape.
22 Like a golden ring in a swine’s snout is a beautiful woman with a rebellious disposition.
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23 The desire of the just ends only in good; the expectation of the wicked is wrath.
24 One man is lavish yet grows still richer; another is too sparing, yet is the poorer.
25 He who confers benefits will be amply enriched, and he who refreshes others will himself be
refreshed.
26 Him who monopolizes grain, the people curse— but blessings upon the head of him who
distributes it!
27 He who seeks the good commands favor, but he who pursues evil will have evil befall him.
28 He who trusts in his riches will fall, but like green leaves the just flourish.
29 He who upsets his household has empty air for a heritage; and the fool will become slave to
the wise man.
30 The fruit of virtue is a tree of life, but violence takes lives away.
31 If the just man is punished on earth, how much more the wicked and the sinner!
Prov. 12
1 He who loves correction loves knowledge, but he who hates reproof is stupid.
2 The good man wins favor from the LORD, but the schemer is condemned by him.
3 No man is built up by wickedness, but the root of the just will never be disturbed.
4 A worthy wife is the crown of her husband, but a disgraceful one is like rot in his bones.
5 The plans of the just are legitimate; the designs of the wicked are deceitful.
6 The words of the wicked are a deadly ambush, but the speech of the upright saves them.
7 The wicked are overthrown and are no more, but the house of the just stands firm.
8 According to his good sense a man is praised, but one with a warped mind is despised.
9 Better a lowly man who supports himself than one of assumed importance who lacks bread.
10 The just man takes care of his beast, but the heart of the wicked is merciless.
11 He who tills his own land has food in plenty, but he who follows idle pursuits is a fool.
12 The stronghold of evil men will be demolished, but the root of the just is enduring.
13 In the sin of his lips the evil man is ensnared, but the just comes free of trouble.
14 From the fruit of his words a man has his fill of good things, and the work of his hands comes
back to reward him.
15 The way of the fool seems right in his own eyes, but he who listens to advice is wise.
16 The fool immediately shows his anger, but the shrewd man passes over an insult.
17 He tells the truth who states what he is sure of, but a lying witness speaks deceitfully.
18 The prating of some men is like sword thrusts, but the tongue of the wise is healing.
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19 Truthful lips endure forever, the lying tongue, for only a moment.
20 Deceit is in the hands of those who plot evil, but those who counsel peace have joy.
21 No harm befalls the just, but the wicked are overwhelmed with misfortune.
22 Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD, but those who are truthful are his delight.
23 A shrewd man conceals his knowledge, but the hearts of fools gush forth folly.
24 The diligent hand will govern, but the slothful will be enslaved.
25 Anxiety in a man’s heart depresses it, but a kindly word makes it glad.
26 The just man surpasses his neighbor, but the way of the wicked leads them astray.
27 The slothful man catches not his prey, but the wealth of the diligent man is great.
28 In the path of justice there is life, but the abominable way leads to death.
Prov. 13
1 A wise son loves correction, but the senseless one heeds no rebuke.
2 From the fruit of his words a man eats good things, but the treacherous one craves violence.
3 He who guards his mouth protects his life; to open wide one’s lips brings downfall.
4 The soul of the sluggard craves in vain, but the diligent soul is amply satisfied.
5 Anything deceitful the just man hates, but the wicked brings shame and disgrace.
6 Virtue guards one who walks honestly, but the downfall of the wicked is sin.
7 One man pretends to be rich, yet has nothing; another pretends to be poor, yet has great wealth.
8 A man’s riches serve as ransom for his life, but the poor man heeds no rebuke.
9 The light of the just shines gaily, but the lamp of the wicked goes out.
10 The stupid man sows discord by his insolence, but with those who take counsel is wisdom.
11 Wealth quickly gotten dwindles away, but amassed little by little, it grows.
12 Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a wish fulfilled is a tree of life.
13 He who despises the word must pay for it, but he who reveres the commandment will be
rewarded.
14 The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life, that a man may avoid the snares of death.
15 Good sense brings favor, but the way of the faithless is their ruin.
16 The shrewd man does everything with prudence, but the fool peddles folly.
17 A wicked messenger brings on disaster, but a trustworthy envoy is a healing remedy.
18 Poverty and shame befall the man who disregards correction, but he who heeds reproof is
honored.
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19 Lust indulged starves the soul, but fools hate to turn from evil.
20 Walk with wise men and you will become wise, but the companion of fools will fare badly.
21 Misfortune pursues sinners, but the just shall be recompensed with good.
22 The good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children, but the wealth of the sinner is
stored up for the just.
23 A lawsuit devours the tillage of the poor, but some men perish for lack of a law court.
24 He who spares his rod hates his son, but he who loves him takes care to chastise him.
25 When the just man eats, his hunger is appeased; but the belly of the wicked suffers want.
Prov. 14
1 Wisdom builds her house, but Folly tears hers down with her own hands.
2 He who walks uprightly fears the LORD, but he who is devious in his ways spurns him.
3 In the mouth of the fool is a rod for his back, but the lips of the wise preserve them.
4 Where there are no oxen, the crib remains empty; but large crops come through the strength of
the bull.
5 A truthful witness does not lie, but a false witness utters lies.
6 The senseless man seeks in vain for wisdom, but knowledge is easy to the man of intelligence.
7 To avoid the foolish man, take steps!
But knowing lips one meets with by surprise.
8 The shrewd man’s wisdom gives him knowledge of his way, but the folly of fools is their
deception.
9 Guilt lodges in the tents of the arrogant, but favor in the house of the just.
10 The heart knows its own bitterness, and in its joy no one else shares.
11 The house of the wicked will be destroyed, but the tent of the upright will flourish.
12 Sometimes a way seems right to a man, but the end of it leads to death!
13 Even in laughter the heart may be sad, and the end of joy may be sorrow.
14 The scoundrel suffers the consequences of his ways, and the good man reaps the fruit of his
paths.
15 The simpleton believes everything, but the shrewd man measures his steps.
16 The wise man is cautious and shuns evil; the fool is reckless and sure of himself.
17 The quick-tempered man makes a fool of himself, but the prudent man is at peace.
18 The adornment of simpletons is folly, but shrewd men gain the crown of knowledge.
19 Evil men must bow down before the good, and the wicked, at the gates of the just.
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20 Even by his neighbor the poor man is hated, but the friends of the rich are many.
21 He sins who despises the hungry; but happy is he who is kind to the poor!
22 Do not those who plot evil go astray?
But those intent on good gain kindness and constancy.
23 In all labor there is profit, but mere talk tends only to penury.
24 The crown of the wise is resourcefulness; the diadem of fools is folly.
25 The truthful witness saves lives, but he who utters lies is a betrayer.
26 In the fear of the LORD is a strong defense; even for one’s children he will be a refuge.
27 The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, that a man may avoid the snares of death.
28 In many subjects lies the glory of the king; but if his people are few, it is the prince’s ruin.
29 The patient man shows much good sense, but the quick-tempered man displays folly at its
height.
30 A tranquil mind gives life to the body, but jealousy rots the bones.
31 He who oppresses the poor blasphemes his Maker, but he who is kind to the needy glorifies
him.
32 The wicked man is overthrown by his wickedness, but the just man finds a refuge in his
honesty.
33 In the heart of the intelligent wisdom abides, but in the bosom of fools it is unknown.
34 Virtue exalts a nation, but sin is a people’s disgrace.
35 The king favors the intelligent servant, but the worthless one incurs his wrath.
Prov. 15
1 A mild answer calms wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.
2 The tongue of the wise pours out knowledge, but the mouth of fools spurts forth folly.
3 The eyes of the LORD are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and the good.
4 A soothing tongue is a tree of life, but a perverse one crushes the spirit.
5 The fool spurns his father’s admonition, but prudent is he who heeds reproof.
6 In the house of the just there are ample resources, but the earnings of the wicked are in turmoil.
7 The lips of the wise disseminate knowledge, but the heart of fools is perverted.
8 The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD, but the prayer of the upright is his
delight.
9 The way of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD, but he loves the man who pursues
virtue.
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10 Severe punishment is in store for the man who goes astray; he who hates reproof will die.
11 The nether world and the abyss lie open before the LORD; how much more the hearts of men!
12 The senseless man loves not to be reproved; to wise men he will not go.
13 A glad heart lights up the face, but by mental anguish the spirit is broken.
14 The mind of the intelligent man seeks knowledge, but the mouth of fools feeds on folly.
15 Every day is miserable for the depressed, but a lighthearted man has a continual feast.
16 Better a little with fear of the LORD than a great fortune with anxiety.
17 Better a dish of herbs where love is than a fatted ox and hatred with it.
18 An ill-tempered man stirs up strife, but a patient man allays discord.
19 The way of the sluggard is hemmed in as with thorns, but the path of the diligent is a
highway.
20 A wise son makes his father glad, but a fool of a man despises his mother.
21 Folly is joy to the senseless man, but the man of understanding goes the straight way.
22 Plans fail when there is no counsel, but they succeed when counselors are many.
23 There is joy for a man in his utterance; a word in season, how good it is!
24 The path of life leads the prudent man upward, that he may avoid the nether world below.
25 The LORD overturns the house of the proud, but he preserves intact the widow’s landmark.
26 The wicked man’s schemes are an abomination to the LORD, but the pure speak what is
pleasing to him.
27 He who is greedy of gain brings ruin on his own house, but he who hates bribes will live.
28 The just man weighs well his utterance, but the mouth of the wicked pours out evil.
29 The LORD is far from the wicked, but the prayer of the just he hears.
30 A cheerful glance brings joy to the heart; good news invigorates the bones.
31 He who listens to salutary reproof will abide among the wise.
32 He who rejects admonition despises his own soul, but he who heeds reproof gains
understanding.
33 The fear of the LORD is training for wisdom, and humility goes before honors.
Prov. 16
1 Man may make plans in his heart, but what the tongue utters is from the LORD.
2 All the ways of a man may be pure in his own eyes, but it is the LORD who proves the spirit.
3 Entrust your works to the LORD, and your plans will succeed.
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4 The LORD has made everything for his own ends, even the wicked for the evil day.
5 Every proud man is an abomination to the LORD; I assure you that he will not go unpunished.
6 By kindness and piety guilt is expiated, and by the fear of the LORD man avoids evil.
7 When the LORD is pleased with a man’s ways, he makes even his enemies be at peace with
him.
8 Better a little with virtue, than a large income with injustice.
9 In his mind a man plans his course, but the LORD directs his steps.
10 The king’s lips are an oracle; no judgment he pronounces is false.
11 Balance and scales belong to the LORD; all the weights used with them are his concern.
12 Kings have a horror of wrongdoing, for by righteousness the throne endures.
13 The king takes delight in honest lips, and the man who speaks what is right he loves.
14 The king’s wrath is like messengers of death, but a wise man can pacify it.
15 In the light of the king’s countenance is life, and his favor is like a rain cloud in spring.
16 How much better to acquire wisdom than gold!
To acquire understanding is more desirable than silver.
17 The path of the upright avoids misfortune; he who pays attention to his way safeguards his
life.
18 Pride goes before disaster, and a haughty spirit before a fall.
19 It is better to be humble with the meek than to share plunder with the proud.
20 He who plans a thing will be successful; happy is he who trusts in the LORD!
21 The wise man is esteemed for his discernment, yet pleasing speech increases his
persuasiveness.
22 Good sense is a fountain of life to its possessor, but folly brings chastisement on fools.
23 The mind of the wise man makes him eloquent, and augments the persuasiveness of his lips.
24 Pleasing words are a honeycomb, sweet to the taste and healthful to the body.
25 Sometimes a way seems right to a man, but the end of it leads to death!
26 The laborer’s appetite labors for him, for his mouth urges him on.
27 A scoundrel is a furnace of evil, and on his lips there is a scorching fire.
28 An intriguer sows discord, and a talebearer separates bosom friends.
29 A lawless man allures his neighbor, and leads him into a way that is not good.
30 He who winks his eye is plotting trickery; he who compresses his lips has mischief ready.
31 Gray hair is a crown of glory; it is gained by virtuous living.
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32 A patient man is better than a warrior, and he who rules his temper, than he who takes a city.
33 When the lot is cast into the lap, its decision depends entirely on the LORD.
Prov. 17
1 Better a dry crust with peace than a house full of feasting with strife.
2 An intelligent servant will rule over a worthless son, and will share the inheritance with the
brothers.
3 The crucible for silver, and the furnace for gold, but the tester of hearts is the LORD.
4 The evil man gives heed to wicked lips, and listens to falsehood from a mischievous tongue.
5 He who mocks the poor blasphemes his Maker; he who is glad at calamity will not go
unpunished.
6 Grandchildren are the crown of old men, and the glory of children is their parentage.
7 Fine words are out of place in a fool; how much more, lying words in a noble!
8 A man who has a bribe to offer rates it a magic stone; at every turn it brings him success.
9 He who covers up a misdeed fosters friendship, but he who gossips about it separates friends.
10 A single reprimand does more for a man of intelligence than a hundred lashes for a fool.
11 On rebellion alone is the wicked man bent, but a merciless messenger will be sent against
him.
12 Face a bear robbed of her cubs, but never a fool in his folly!
13 If a man returns evil for good, from his house evil will not depart.
14 The start of strife is like the opening of a dam; therefore, check a quarrel before it begins!
15 He who condones the wicked, he who condemns the just, are both an abomination to the
LORD.
16 Of what use in the fool’s hand are the means to buy wisdom, since he has no mind for it?
17 He who is a friend is always a friend, and a brother is born for the time of stress.
18 Senseless is the man who gives his hand in pledge, who becomes surety for his neighbor.
19 He who loves strife loves guilt; he who builds his gate high courts disaster.
20 He who is perverse in heart finds no good, and a double-tongued man falls into trouble.
21 To be a fool’s parent is grief for a man; the father of a numskull has no joy.
22 A joyful heart is the health of the body, but a depressed spirit dries up the bones.
23 The wicked man accepts a concealed bribe to pervert the course of justice.
24 The man of intelligence fixes his gaze on wisdom, but the eyes of a fool are on the ends of the
earth.
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25 A foolish son is vexation to his father, and bitter sorrow to her who bore him.
26 It is wrong to fine an innocent man, but beyond reason to scourge princes.
27 He who spares his words is truly wise, and he who is chary of speech is a man of intelligence.
28 Even a fool, if he keeps silent, is considered wise; if he closes his lips, intelligent.
Prov. 18
1 In estrangement one seeks pretexts: with all persistence he picks a quarrel.
2 The fool takes no delight in understanding, but rather in displaying what he thinks.
3 With wickedness comes contempt, and with disgrace comes scorn.
4 The words from a man’s mouth are deep waters, but the source of wisdom is a flowing brook.
5 It is not good to be partial to the guilty, and so to reject a rightful claim.
6 The fool’s lips lead him into strife, and his mouth provokes a beating.
7 The fool’s mouth is his ruin; his lips are a snare to his life.
8 The words of a talebearer are like dainty morsels that sink into one’s inmost being.
9 The man who is slack in his work is own brother to the man who is destructive.
10 The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the just man runs to it and is safe.
11 The rich man’s wealth is his strong city; he fancies it a high wall.
12 Before his downfall a man’s heart is haughty, but humility goes before honors.
13 He who answers before he hears—his is the folly and the shame.
14 A man’s spirit sustains him in infirmity— but a broken spirit who can bear?
15 The mind of the intelligent gains knowledge, and the ear of the wise seeks knowledge.
16 A man’s gift clears the way for him, and gains him access to great men.
17 The man who pleads his case first seems to be in the right; then his opponent comes and puts
him to the test.
18 The lot puts an end to disputes, and is decisive in a controversy between the mighty.
19 A brother is a better defense than a strong city, and a friend is like the bars of a castle.
20 From the fruit of his mouth a man has his fill; with the yield of his lips he sates himself.
21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue; those who make it a friend shall eat its fruit.
22 He who finds a wife finds happiness; it is a favor he receives from the LORD.
23 The poor man implores, but the rich man answers harshly.
24 Some friends bring ruin on us, but a true friend is more loyal than a brother.
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Prov. 19
1 Better a poor man who walks in his integrity than he who is crooked in his ways and rich.
2 Without knowledge even zeal is not good; and he who acts hastily, blunders.
3 A man’s own folly upsets his way, but his heart is resentful against the LORD.
4 Wealth adds many friends, but the friend of the poor man deserts him.
5 The false witness will not go unpunished, and he who utters lies will not escape.
6 Many curry favor with a noble; all are friends of the man who has something to give.
7 All the poor man’s brothers hate him; how much more do his friends shun him!
8 He who gains intelligence is his own best friend; he who keeps understanding will be
successful.
9 The false witness will not go unpunished, and he who utters lies will perish.
10 Luxury is not befitting a fool; much less should a slave rule over princes.
11 It is good sense in a man to be slow to anger, and it is his glory to overlook an offense.
12 The king’s wrath is like the roaring of a lion, but his favor, like dew on the grass.
13 The foolish son is ruin to his father, and the nagging of a wife is a persistent leak.
14 Home and possessions are an inheritance from parents, but a prudent wife is from the LORD.
15 Laziness plunges a man into deep sleep, and the sluggard must go hungry.
16 He who keeps the precept keeps his life, but the despiser of the word will die.
17 He who has compassion on the poor lends to the LORD, and he will repay him for his good
deed.
18 Chastise your son, for in this there is hope; but do not desire his death.
19 The man of violent temper pays the penalty; even if you rescue him, you will have it to do
again.
20 Listen to counsel and receive instruction, that you may eventually become wise.
21 Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but it is the decision of the LORD that endures.
22 From a man’s greed comes his shame; rather be a poor man than a liar.
23 The fear of the LORD is an aid to life; one eats and sleeps without being visited by
misfortune.
24 The sluggard loses his hand in the dish; he will not even lift it to his mouth.
25 If you beat an arrogant man, the simple learn a lesson; if you rebuke an intelligent man, he
gains knowledge.
26 He who mistreats his father, or drives away his mother, is a worthless and disgraceful son.
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27 If a son ceases to hear instruction, he wanders from words of knowledge.
28 An unprincipled witness perverts justice, and the mouth of the wicked pours out iniquity.
29 Rods are prepared for the arrogant, and blows for the backs of fools.
Prov. 20
1 Wine is arrogant, strong drink is riotous; none who goes astray for it is wise.
2 The dread of the king is as when a lion roars; he who incurs his anger forfeits his life.
3 It is honorable for a man to shun strife, while every fool starts a quarrel.
4 In seedtime the sluggard plows not; when he looks for the harvest, it is not there.
5 The intention in the human heart is like water far below the surface, but the man of intelligence
draws it forth.
6 Many are declared to be men of virtue: but who can find one worthy of trust?
7 When a man walks in integrity and justice, happy are his children after him!
8 A king seated on the throne of judgment dispels all evil with his glance.
9 Who can say, “I have made my heart clean, I am cleansed of my sin”?
10 Varying weights, varying measures, are both an abomination to the LORD.
11 Even by his manners the child betrays whether his conduct is innocent and right.
12 The ear that hears, and the eye that sees— the LORD has made them both.
13 Love not sleep, lest you be reduced to poverty; eyes wide open mean abundant food.
14 “Bad, bad!” says the buyer; but once he has gone his way, he boasts.
15 Like gold or a wealth of corals, wise lips are a precious ornament.
16 Take his garment who becomes surety for another, and for strangers yield it up!
17 The bread of deceit is sweet to a man, but afterward his mouth will be filled with gravel.
18 Plans made after advice succeed; so with wise guidance wage your war.
19 A newsmonger reveals secrets; so have nothing to do with a babbler!
20 If one curses his father or mother, his lamp will go out at the coming of darkness.
21 Possessions gained hastily at the outset will in the end not be blessed.
22 Say not, “I will repay evil!”
Trust in the LORD and he will help you.
23 Varying weights are an abomination to the LORD, and false scales are not good.
24 Man’s steps are from the LORD; how, then, can a man understand his way?
25 Rashly to pledge a sacred gift is a trap for a man, or to regret a vow once made.
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26 A wise king winnows the wicked, and threshes them under the cartwheel.
27 A lamp from the LORD is the breath of man; it searches through all his inmost being.
28 Kindness and piety safeguard the king, and he upholds his throne by justice.
29 The glory of young men is their strength, and the dignity of old men is gray hair.
30 Evil is cleansed away by bloody lashes, and a scourging to the inmost being.
Prov. 21
1 Like a stream is the king’s heart in the hand of the LORD; wherever it pleases him, he directs
it.
2 All the ways of a man may be right in his own eyes, but it is the LORD who proves hearts.
3 To do what is right and just is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.
4 Haughty eyes and a proud heart— the tillage of the wicked is sin.
5 The plans of the diligent are sure of profit, but all rash haste leads certainly to poverty.
6 He who makes a fortune by a lying tongue is chasing a bubble over deadly snares.
7 The oppression of the wicked will sweep them away, because they refuse to do what is right.
8 The way of the culprit is crooked, but the conduct of the innocent is right.
9 It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop than in a roomy house with a quarrelsome
woman.
10 The soul of the wicked man desires evil; his neighbor finds no pity in his eyes.
11 When the arrogant man is punished, the simple are the wiser; when the wise man is
instructed, he gains knowledge.
12 The just man appraises the house of the wicked: there is one who brings down the wicked to
ruin.
13 He who shuts his ear to the cry of the poor will himself also call and not be heard.
14 A secret gift allays anger, and a concealed present, violent wrath.
15 To practice justice is a joy for the just, but terror for evildoers.
16 The man who strays from the way of good sense will abide in the assembly of the shades.
17 He who loves pleasure will suffer want; he who loves wine and perfume will not be rich.
18 The wicked man serves as ransom for the just, and the faithless man for the righteous.
19 It is better to dwell in a wilderness than with a quarrelsome and vexatious wife.
20 Precious treasure remains in the house of the wise, but the fool consumes it.
21 He who pursues justice and kindness will find life and honor.
22 The wise man storms a city of the mighty, and overthrows the stronghold in which it trusts.
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23 He who guards his mouth and his tongue keeps himself from trouble.
24 Arrogant is the name for the man of overbearing pride who acts with scornful effrontery.
25 The sluggard’s propensity slays him, for his hands refuse to work.
26 Some are consumed with avarice all the day, but the just man gives unsparingly.
27 The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination, the more so when they offer it with a bad
intention.
28 The false witness will perish, but he who listens will finally have his say.
29 The wicked man is brazenfaced, but the upright man pays heed to his ways.
30 There is no wisdom, no understanding, no counsel, against the LORD.
31 The horse is equipped for the day of battle, but victory is the LORD’S.
Prov. 22
1 A good name is more desirable than great riches, and high esteem, than gold and silver.
2 Rich and poor have a common bond: the LORD is the maker of them all.
3 The shrewd man perceives evil and hides, while simpletons continue on and suffer the penalty.
4 The reward of humility and fear of the LORD is riches, honor and life.
5 Thorns and snares are on the path of the crooked; he who would safeguard his life will shun
them.
6 Train a boy in the way he should go; even when he is old, he will not swerve from it.
7 The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is the slave of the lender.
8 He who sows iniquity reaps calamity, and the rod destroys his labors.
9 The kindly man will be blessed, for he gives of his sustenance to the poor.
10 Expel the arrogant man and discord goes out; strife and insult cease.
11 The LORD loves the pure of heart; the man of winning speech has the king for his friend.
12 The eyes of the LORD safeguard knowledge, but he defeats the projects of the faithless.
13 The sluggard says, “A lion is outside; in the streets I might be slain.”
14 The mouth of the adulteress is a deep pit; he with whom the LORD is angry will fall into it.
15 Folly is close to the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline will drive it far from him.
16 He who oppresses the poor to enrich himself will yield up his gains to the rich as sheer loss.
III. SAYINGS OF THE WISE
17 The sayings of the wise:
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Incline your ear, and hear my words, and apply your heart to my doctrine;
18 For it will be well if you keep them in your bosom, if they all are ready on your lips.
19 That your trust may be in the LORD, I make known to you the words of Amen-em-Ope.
20 Have I not written for you the “Thirty,” with counsels and knowledge,
21 To teach you truly how to give a dependable report to one who sends you?
22 Injure not the poor because they are poor, nor crush the needy at the gate;
23 For the LORD will defend their cause, and will plunder the lives of those who plunder them.
24 Be not friendly with a hotheaded man, nor the companion of a wrathful man,
25 Lest you learn his ways, and get yourself into a snare.
26 Be not one of those who give their hand in pledge, of those who become surety for debts;
27 For if you have not the means to pay, your bed will be taken from under you.
28 Remove not the ancient landmark which your fathers set up.
29 You see a man skilled at his work?
He will stand in the presence of kings; he will not stand in the presence of obscure men.
Prov. 23
1 When you sit down to dine with a ruler, keep in mind who is before you;
2 And put a knife to your throat if you have a ravenous appetite.
3 Do not desire his delicacies; they are deceitful food.
4 Toil not to gain wealth, cease to be concerned about it;
5 While your glance flits to it, it is gone! for assuredly it grows wings, like the eagle that flies
toward heaven.
6 Do not take food with a grudging man, and do not desire his dainties;
7 For in his greed he is like a storm.
“Eat and drink,” he says to you, though his heart is not with you;
8 The little you have eaten you will vomit up, and you will have wasted your agreeable words.
9 Speak not for the fool’s hearing; he will despise the wisdom of your words.
10 Remove not the ancient landmark, nor invade the fields of orphans;
11 For their redeemer is strong; he will defend their cause against you.
12 Apply your heart to instruction, and your ears to words of knowledge.
13 Withhold not chastisement from a boy; if you beat him with the rod, he will not die.
14 Beat him with the rod, and you will save him from the nether world.
15 My son, if your heart be wise, my own heart also will rejoice;
16 And my inmost being will exult, when your lips speak what is right.
17 Let not your heart emulate sinners, but be zealous for the fear of the LORD always;
18 For you will surely have a future, and your hope will not be cut off.
19 Hear, my son, and be wise, and guide your heart in the right way.
20 Consort not with winebibbers, nor with those who eat meat to excess;
21 For the drunkard and the glutton come to poverty, and torpor clothes a man in rags.
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22 Listen to your father who begot you, and despise not your mother when she is old.
23 Get the truth, and sell it not— wisdom, instruction and understanding.
24 The father of a just man will exult with glee; he who begets a wise son will have joy in him.
25 Let your father and mother have joy; let her who bore you exult.
26 My son, give me your heart, and let your eyes keep to my ways.
27 For the harlot is a deep ditch, and the adulteress a narrow pit;
28 Yes, she lies in wait like a robber, and increases the faithless among men.
29 Who scream? Who shriek?
Who have strife? Who have anxiety?
Who have wounds for nothing?
Who have black eyes?
30 Those who linger long over wine, those who engage in trials of blended wine.
31 Look not on the wine when it is red, when it sparkles in the glass.
It goes down smoothly; 32 but in the end it bites like a serpent, or like a poisonous adder.
33 Your eyes behold strange sights, and your heart utters disordered thoughts;
34 You are like one now lying in the depths of the sea, now sprawled at the top of the mast.
35 “They struck me, but it pained me not;
They beat me, but I felt it not;
When shall I awake to seek wine once again?”
Prov. 24
1 Be not emulous of evil men, and desire not to be with them;
2 For their hearts plot violence, and their lips speak of foul play.
3 By wisdom is a house built, by understanding is it made firm;
4 And by knowledge are its rooms filled with every precious and pleasing possession.
5 A wise man is more powerful than a strong man, and a man of knowledge than a man of might;
6 For it is by wise guidance that you wage your war, and the victory is due to a wealth of
counselors.
7 For a fool, to be silent is wisdom; not to open his mouth at the gate.
8 He who plots evil doing— men call him an intriguer.
9 Beyond intrigue and folly and sin, it is arrogance that men find abominable.
10 If you remain indifferent in time of adversity, your strength will depart from you.
11 Rescue those who are being dragged to death, and from those tottering to execution withdraw
not.
12 If you say, “I know not this man!” does not he who tests hearts perceive it?
He who guards your life knows it, and he will repay each one according to his deeds.
13 If you eat honey, my son, because it is good, if virgin honey is sweet to your taste;
14 Such, you must know, is wisdom to your soul.
If you find it, you will have a future, and your hope will not be cut off.
15 Lie not in wait against the home of the just man, ravage not his dwelling place;
16 For the just man falls seven times and rises again, but the wicked stumble to ruin.
17 Rejoice not when your enemy falls, and when he stumbles, let not your heart exult,
18 Lest the LORD see it, be displeased with you, and withdraw his wrath from your enemy.
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19 Be not provoked with evildoers, nor envious of the wicked;
20 For the evil man has no future, the lamp of the wicked will be put out.
21 My son, fear the LORD and the king; have nothing to do with those who rebel against them;
22 For suddenly arises the destruction they send, and the ruin from either one, who can measure?
IV. OTHER SAYINGS OF THE WISE
23 These also are sayings of the wise:
To show partiality in judgment is not good.
24 He who says to the wicked man,
“You are just”— men will curse him, people will denounce him;
25 But those who convict the evildoer will fare well, and on them will come the blessing of
prosperity.
26 He gives a kiss on the lips who makes an honest reply.
27 Complete your outdoor tasks, and arrange your work in the field; afterward you can establish
your house.
28 Be not a witness against your neighbor without just cause, thus committing folly with your
lips.
29 Say not, “As he did to me, so will I do to him; I will repay the man according to his deeds.”
30 I passed by the field of the sluggard, by the vineyard of the man without sense;
31 And behold! it was all overgrown with thistles; its surface was covered with nettles, and its
stone wall broken down.
32 And as I gazed at it, I reflected; I saw and learned the lesson:
33 A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the arms to rest—
34 Then will poverty come upon you like a highwayman, and want like an armed man.
V. SECOND COLLECTION OF THE PROVERBS OF SOLOMON
Prov. 25
1 These also are proverbs of Solomon.
The men of Hezekiah, king of Judah, transmitted them.
2 God has glory in what he conceals, kings have glory in what they fathom.
3 As the heavens in height, and the earth in depth, the heart of kings is unfathomable.
4 Remove the dross from silver, and it comes forth perfectly purified;
5 Remove the wicked from the presence of the king, and his throne is made firm through
righteousness.
6 Claim no honor in the king’s presence, nor occupy the place of great men;
7 For it is better that you be told, “Come up closer!” than that you be humbled before the prince.
8 What your eyes have seen bring not forth hastily against an opponent;
For what will you do later on when your neighbor puts you to shame?
9 Discuss your case with your neighbor, but another man’s secret do not disclose;
10 Lest, hearing it, he reproach you, and your ill repute cease not.
11 Like golden apples in silver settings are words spoken at the proper time.
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12 Like a golden earring, or a necklace of fine gold, is a wise reprover to an obedient ear.
13 Like the coolness of snow in the heat of the harvest is a faithful messenger for the one who
sends him. (He refreshes the soul of his master.)
14 Like clouds and wind when no rain follows is the man who boastfully promises what he never
gives.
15 By patience is a ruler persuaded, and a soft tongue will break a bone.
16 If you find honey, eat only what you need, lest you become glutted with it and vomit it up.
17 Let your foot be seldom in your neighbor’s house, lest he have more than enough of you, and
hate you.
18 Like a club, or a sword, or a sharp arrow, is the man who bears false witness against his
neighbor.
19 Like an infected tooth or an unsteady foot is (dependence on) a faithless man in time of
trouble.
20 Like a moth in clothing, or a maggot in wood, sorrow gnaws at the human heart.
21 If your enemy be hungry, give him food to eat, if he be thirsty, give him to drink;
22 For live coals you will heap on his head, and the LORD will vindicate you.
23 The north wind brings rain, and a backbiting tongue an angry countenance.
24 It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop than in a roomy house with a quarrelsome
woman.
25 Like cool water to one faint from thirst is good news from a far country.
26 Like a troubled fountain or a polluted spring is a just man who gives way before the wicked.
27 To eat too much honey is not good; nor to seek honor after honor.
28 Like an open city with no defenses is the man with no check on his feelings.
Prov. 26
1 Like snow in summer, or rain in harvest, honor for a fool is out of place.
2 Like the sparrow in its flitting, like the swallow in its flight, a curse uncalled-for arrives
nowhere.
3 The whip for the horse, the bridle for the ass, and the rod for the back of fools.
4 Answer not the fool according to his folly, lest you too become like him.
5 Answer the fool according to his folly, lest he become wise in his own eyes.
6 He cuts off his feet, he drinks down violence, who sends messages by a fool.
7 A proverb in the mouth of a fool hangs limp, like crippled legs.
8 Like one who entangles the stone in the sling is he who gives honor to a fool.
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9 Like a thorn stick brandished by the hand of a drunkard is a proverb in the mouth of fools.
10 Like an archer wounding all who pass by is he who hires a drunken fool.
11 As the dog returns to his vomit, so the fool repeats his folly.
12 You see a man wise in his own eyes?
There is more hope for a fool than for him.
13 The sluggard says, “There is a lion in the street, a lion in the middle of the square!”
14 The door turns on its hinges, the sluggard, on his bed!
15 The sluggard loses his hand in the dish; he is too weary to lift it to his mouth.
16 The sluggard imagines himself wiser than seven men who answer with good sense.
17 Like the man who seizes a passing dog by the ears is he who meddles in a quarrel not his
own.
18 Like a crazed archer scattering firebrands and deadly arrows
19 Is the man who deceives his neighbor, and then says, “I was only joking.”
20 For lack of wood, the fire dies out; and when there is no talebearer, strife subsides.
21 What a bellows is to live coals, what wood is to fire, such is a contentious man in enkindling
strife.
22 The words of a talebearer are like dainty morsels that sink into one’s inmost being.
23 Like a glazed finish on earthenware are smooth lips with a wicked heart.
24 With his lips an enemy pretends, but in his inmost being he maintains deceit;
25 When he speaks graciously, trust him not, for seven abominations are in his heart.
26 A man may conceal hatred under dissimulation, but his malice will be revealed in the
assembly.
27 He who digs a pit falls into it; and a stone comes back upon him who rolls it.
28 The lying tongue is its owner’s enemy, and the flattering mouth works ruin.
Prov. 27
1 Boast not of tomorrow, for you know not what any day may bring forth.
2 Let another praise you—not your own mouth; Someone else—not your own lips.
3 Stone is heavy, and sand a burden, but a fool’s provocation is heavier than both.
4 Anger is relentless, and wrath overwhelming— but before jealousy who can stand?
5 Better is an open rebuke than a love that remains hidden.
6 Wounds from a friend may be accepted as well meant, but the greetings of an enemy one prays
against.
7 One who is full, tramples on virgin honey; but to the man who is hungry, any bitter thing is
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sweet.
8 Like a bird that is far from its nest is a man who is far from his home.
9 Perfume and incense gladden the heart, but by grief the soul is torn asunder.
10 Your own friend and your father’s friend forsake not; but if ruin befalls you, enter not a
kinsman’s house.
Better is a neighbor near at hand than a brother far away.
11 If you are wise, my son, you will gladden my heart, and I will be able to rebut him who tuants
me.
12 The shrewd man perceives evil and hides; simpletons continue on and suffer the penalty.
13 Take his garment who becomes surety for another, and for the sake of a stranger, yield it up!
14 When one greets his neighbor with a loud voice in the early morning, a curse can be laid to
his charge.
15 For a persistent leak on a rainy day the match is a quarrelsome woman.
16 He who keeps her stores up a stormwind; he cannot tell north from south.
17 As iron sharpens iron, so man sharpens his fellow man.
18 He who tends a fig tree eats its fruit, and he who is attentive to his master will be enriched.
19 As one face differs from another, so does one human heart from another.
20 The nether world and the abyss are never satisfied; so too the eyes of men.
21 As the crucible tests silver and the furnace gold, so a man is tested by the praise he receives.
22 Though you should pound the fool to bits with the pestle, amid the grits in a mortar, his folly
would not go out of him.
23 Take good care of your flocks, give careful attention to your herds;
24 For wealth lasts not forever, nor even a crown from age to age.
25 When the grass is taken away and the aftergrowth appears, and the mountain greens are
gathered in,
26 The lambs will provide you with clothing, and the goats will bring the price of a field,
27 And there will be ample goat’s milk to supply you, to supply your household, and
maintenance for your maidens.
Prov. 28
1 The wicked man flees although no one pursues him; but the just man, like a lion, feels sure of
himself.
2 If a land is rebellious, its princes will be many; but with a prudent man it knows security.
3 A rich man who oppresses the poor is like a devastating rain that leaves no food.
4 Those who abandon the law praise the wicked man, but those who keep the law war against
him.
5 Evil men understand nothing of justice, but those who seek the LORD understand all.
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6 Better a poor man who walks in his integrity than he who is crooked in his ways and rich.
7 He who keeps the law is a wise son, but the gluttons’ companion disgraces his father.
8 He who increases his wealth by interest and overcharge gathers it for him who is kind to the
poor.
9 When one turns away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer is an abomination.
10 He who seduces the upright into an evil way will himself fall into his own pit.
(And blameless men will gain prosperity.)
11 The rich man is wise in his own eyes, but a poor man who is intelligent sees through him.
12 When the just are triumphant, there is great jubilation; but when the wicked gain
preeminence, people hide.
13 He who conceals his sins prospers not, but he who confesses and forsakes them obtains
mercy.
14 Happy the man who is always on his guard; but he who hardens his heart will fall into evil.
15 Like a roaring lion or a ravenous bear is a wicked ruler over a poor people.
16 The less prudent the prince, the more his deeds oppress.
He who hates ill-gotten gain prolongs his days.
17 Though a man burdened with human blood were to flee to the grave, none should support
him.
18 He who walks uprightly is safe, but he whose ways are crooked falls into the pit.
19 He who cultivates his land will have plenty of food, but from idle pursuits a man has his fill
of poverty.
20 The trustworthy man will be richly blessed; he who is in haste to grow rich will not go
unpunished.
21 To show partiality is never good: for even a morsel of bread a man may do wrong.
22 The avaricious man is perturbed about his wealth, and he knows not when want will come
upon him.
23 He who rebukes a man gets more thanks in the end than one with a flattering tongue.
24 He who defrauds father or mother and calls it no sin, is a partner of the brigand.
25 The greedy man stirs up disputes, but he who trusts in the LORD will prosper.
26 He who trusts in himself is a fool, but he who walks in wisdom is safe.
27 He who gives to the poor suffers no want, but he who ignores them gets many a curse.
28 When the wicked gain pre-eminence, other men hide; but at their fall the just flourish.
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Prov. 29
1 The man who remains stiff-necked and hates rebuke will be crushed suddenly beyond cure.
2 When the just prevail, the people rejoice; but when the wicked rule, the people groan.
3 He who loves wisdom makes his father glad, but he who consorts with harlots squanders his
wealth.
4 By justice a king gives stability to the land; but he who imposes heavy taxes ruins it.
5 The man who flatters his neighbor is spreading a net under his feet.
6 The wicked man steps into a snare, but the just man runs on joyfully.
7 The just man has a care for the rights of the poor; the wicked man has no such concern.
8 Arrogant men set the city ablaze, but wise men calm the fury.
9 If a wise man disputes with a fool, he may rage or laugh but can have no peace.
10 Bloodthirsty men hate the honest man, but the upright show concern for his life.
11 The fool gives vent to all his anger; but by biding his time, the wise man calms it.
12 If a ruler listens to lying words, his servants all become wicked.
13 The poor and the oppressor have a common bond: the LORD gives light to the eyes of both.
14 If a king is zealous for the rights of the poor, his throne stands firm forever.
15 The rod of correction gives wisdom, but a boy left to his whims disgraces his mother.
16 When the wicked prevail, crime increases; but their downfall the just will behold.
17 Correct your son, and he will bring you comfort, and give delight to your soul.
18 Without prophecy the people become demoralized; but happy is he who keeps the law.
19 By words no servant can be trained; for he understands what is said, but obeys not.
20 Do you see a man hasty in his words?
More can be hoped for from a fool!
21 If a man pampers his servant from childhood, he will turn out to be stubborn.
22 An ill-tempered man stirs up disputes, and a hotheaded man is the cause of many sins.
23 Man’s pride causes his humiliation, but he who is humble of spirit obtains honor.
24 The accomplice of a thief is his own enemy: he hears himself put under a curse, yet discloses
nothing.
25 The fear of man brings a snare, but he who trusts in the LORD is safe.
26 Many curry favor with the ruler, but the rights of each are from the LORD.
27 The evildoer is an abomination to the just, and he who walks uprightly is an abomination to
the wicked.
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VI. THE WORDS OF AGAR
Prov. 30
1 The words of Agur, son of Jakeh the Massaite:
The pronouncement of mortal man: “I am not God;
I am not God, that I should prevail.
2 Why, I am the most stupid of men, and have not even human intelligence;
3 Neither have I learned wisdom, nor have I the knowledge of the Holy One.
4 Who has gone up to heaven and come down again— who has cupped the wind in his hands?
Who has bound up the waters in a cloak— who has marked out all the ends of the earth?
What is his name, what is his son’s name, if you know it?”
5 Every word of God is tested; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.
6 Add nothing to his words, lest he reprove you, and you be exposed as a deceiver.
VII. NUMBERICAL PROVERBS
7 Two things I ask of you, deny them not to me before I die:
8 Put falsehood and lying far from me, give me neither poverty nor riches; (provide me only with
the food I need;)
9 Lest, being full, I deny you, saying, “Who is the LORD?”
Or, being in want, I steal, and profane the name of my God.
10 Slander not a servant to his master, lest he curse you, and you have to pay the penalty.
11 There is a group of people that curses its father, and blesses not its mother.
12 There is a group that is pure in its own eyes, yet is not purged of its filth.
13 There is a group—how haughty their eyes! how overbearing their glance!
14 There is a group whose incisors are swords, whose teeth are knives,
Devouring the needy from the earth, and the poor from among men.
15 The two daughters of the leech are, “Give, Give.”
Three things are never satisfied, four never say, “Enough!”
16 The nether world, and the barren womb; the earth, that is never saturated with water,
and fire, that never says, “Enough!”
17 The eye that mocks a father, or scorns an aged mother,
Will be plucked out by the ravens in the valley; the young eagles will devour it.
18 Three things are too wonderful for me, yes, four I cannot understand:
19 The way of an eagle in the air, the way of a serpent upon a rock,
The way of a ship on the high seas, and the way of a man with a maiden.
20 Such is the way of an adulterous woman: she eats, wipes her mouth, and says, “I have done
no wrong.”
21 Under three things the earth trembles, yes, under four it cannot bear up:
22 Under a slave when he becomes king, and a fool when he is glutted with food;
23 Under an odious woman when she is wed, and a maidservant when she displaces her mistress.
24 Four things are among the smallest on the earth, and yet are exceedingly wise:
25 Ants—a species not strong, yet they store up their food in the summer;
26 Rock-badgers—a species not mighty, yet they make their home in the crags;
27 Locusts—they have no king, yet they migrate all in array;
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28 Lizards—you can catch them with your hands, yet they find their way into king’s palaces.
29 Three things are stately in their stride, yes, four are stately in their carriage:
30 The lion, mightiest of beasts, who retreats before nothing;
31 The strutting cock, and the he-goat, and the king at the head of his people.
32 If you have foolishly been proud or presumptuous—put your hand on your mouth;
33 For the stirring of milk brings forth curds, and the stirring of anger brings forth blood.
VIII. THE WORDS OF LEMUEL
Prov. 31
1 The words of Lemuel, king of Massa. The advice which his mother gave him:
2 What, my son, my first-born! what, O son of my womb; what, O son of my vows!
3 Give not your vigor to women, nor your strength to those who ruin kings.
4 It is not for kings, O Lemuel, not for kings to drink wine; strong drink is not for princes!
5 Lest in drinking they forget what the law decrees, and violate the rights of all who are in need.
6 Give strong drink to one who is perishing, and wine to the sorely depressed;
7 When they drink, they will forget their misery, and think no more of their burdens.
8 Open your mouth in behalf of the dumb, and for the rights of the destitute;
9 Open your mouth, decree what is just, defend the needy and the poor!
IX. THE IDEAL WIFE
10 When one finds a worthy wife, her value is far beyond pearls.
11 Her husband, entrusting his heart to her, has an unfailing prize.
12 She brings him good, and not evil, all the days of her life.
13 She obtains wool and flax and makes cloth with skillful hands.
14 Like merchant ships, she secures her provisions from afar.
15 She rises while it is still night, and distributes food to her household.
16 She picks out a field to purchase; out of her earnings she plants a vineyard.
17 She is girt about with strength, and sturdy are her arms.
18 She enjoys the success of her dealings; at night her lamp is undimmed.
19 She puts her hands to the distaff, and her fingers ply the spindle.
20 She reaches out her hands to the poor, and extends her arms to the needy.
21 She fears not the snow for her household; all her charges are doubly clothed.
22 She makes her own coverlets; fine linen and purple are her clothing.
23 Her husband is prominent at the city gates as he sits with the elders of the land.
24 She makes garments and sells them, and stocks the merchants with belts.
25 She is clothed with strength and dignity, and she laughs at the days to come.
26 She opens her mouth in wisdom, and on her tongue is kindly counsel.
27 She watches the conduct of her household, and eats not her food in idleness.
28 Her children rise up and praise her; her husband, too, extols her:
29 “Many are the women of proven worth, but you have excelled them all.”
30 Charm is deceptive and beauty fleeting; the woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.
31 Give her a reward of her labors, and let her works praise her at the city gates.
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ECCLESIASTES
Eccl. 1
1 The words of David’s son, Qoheleth, king in Jerusalem:
Vanity of Toil Without Profit
2 Vanity of vanities, says Qoheleth, vanity of vanities! All things are vanity!
3 What profit has man from all the labor which he toils at under the sun?
4 One generation passes and another comes, but the world forever stays.
5 The sun rises and the sun goes down; then it presses on to the place where it rises.
6 Blowing now toward the south, then toward the north, the wind turns again and again,
resuming its rounds.
7 All rivers go to the sea, yet never does the sea become full.
To the place where they go, the rivers keep on going.
8 All speech is labored; there is nothing man can say.
The eye is not satisfied with seeing nor is the ear filled with hearing.
9 What has been, that will be; what has been done, that will be done. Nothing is new under
the sun. 10 Even the thing of which we say, “See, this is new!” has already existed in the ages
that preceded us. 11 There is no remembrance of the men of old; nor of those to come will there
be any remembrance among those who come after them.
I. QOHELETH’S INVESTIGATION OF LIFE
Twofold Introduction. 12 I, Qoheleth, was king over Israel in Jerusalem, 13 and I applied
my mind to search and investigate in wisdom all things that are done under the sun.
A thankless task God has appointed for men to be busied about.
14 I have seen all things that are done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and a chase after
wind.
15 What is crooked cannot be made straight, and what is missing cannot be supplied.
16 Though I said to myself, “Behold, I have become great and stored up wisdom beyond all
who were before me in Jerusalem, and my mind has broad experience of wisdom and
knowledge”; 17 yet when I applied my mind to know wisdom and knowledge, madness and
folly, I learned that this also is a chase after wind.
18 For in much wisdom there is much sorrow, and he who stores up knowledge stores up
grief.
Eccl. 2
Study of Pleasure-seeking. 1 I said to myself, “Come, now, let me try you with pleasure
and the enjoyment of good things.” But behold, this too was vanity. 2 Of laughter I said: “Mad!”
and of mirth: “What good does this do?” 3 I thought of beguiling my senses with wine, though
my mind was concerned with wisdom, and of taking up folly, until I should understand what is
best for men to do under the heavens during the limited days of their life.
4 I undertook great works; I built myself houses and planted vineyards; 5 I made gardens
and parks, and set out in them fruit trees of all sorts. 6 And I constructed for myself reservoirs to
water a flourishing woodland. 7 I acquired male and female slaves, and slaves were born in my
house. I also had growing herds of cattle and flocks of sheep, more than all who had been before
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me in Jerusalem. 8 I amassed for myself silver and gold, and the wealth of kings and provinces. I
got for myself male and female singers and all human luxuries. 9 I became great, and I stored up
more than all others before me in Jerusalem; my wisdom, too, stayed with me. 10 Nothing that
my eyes desired did I deny them, nor did I deprive myself of any joy, but my heart rejoiced in the
fruit of all my toil. This was my share for all my toil. 11 But when I turned to all the works that
my hands had wrought, and to the toil at which I had taken such pains, behold! all was vanity
and a chase after wind, with nothing gained under the sun. 12 For what will the man do who is to
come after the king? What men have already done!
Study of Wisdom and Folly. I went on to the consideration of wisdom, madness and folly.
13 And I saw that wisdom has the advantage over folly as much as light has the advantage over
darkness.
14 The wise man has eyes in his head, but the fool walks in darkness.
Yet I knew that one lot befalls both of them. 15 So I said to myself, if the fool’s lot is to
befall me also, why then should I be wise? Where is the profit for me? And I concluded in my
heart that this too is vanity. 16 Neither of the wise man nor of the fool will there be an abiding
remembrance, for in days to come both will have been forgotten. How is it that the wise man dies
as well as the fool! 17 Therefore I loathed life, since for me the work that is done under the sun is
evil; for all is vanity and a chase after wind.
Study of the Fruits of Toil
To Others the Profits. 18 And I detested all the fruits of my labor under the sun, because I
must leave them to a man who is to come after me. 19 And who knows whether he will be a wise
man or a fool? Yet he will have control over all the fruits of my wise labor under the sun. This
also is vanity. 20 So my feelings turned to despair of all the fruits of my labor under the sun. 21
For here is a man who has labored with wisdom and knowledge and skill, and to another, who
has not labored over it, he must leave his property. This also is vanity and a great misfortune. 22
For what profit comes to a man from all the toil and anxiety of heart with which he has labored
under the sun? 23 All his days sorrow and grief are his occupation; even at night his mind is not
at rest. This also is vanity.
24 There is nothing better for man than to eat and drink and provide himself with good
things by his labors. Even this, I realized, is from the hand of God. 25 For who can eat or drink
apart from him? 26 For to whatever man he sees fit he gives wisdom and knowledge and joy; but
to the sinner he gives the task of gathering possessions to be given to whatever man God sees fit.
This also is vanity and a chase after wind.
Eccl. 3
Man Cannot Hit on the Right Time to Act
1 There is an appointed time for everything, and a time for every affair under the heavens.
2 A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to uproot the plant.
3 A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to tear down, and a time to build.
4 A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance.
5 A time to scatter stones, and a time to gather them; a time to embrace, and a time to be far from
embraces.
6 A time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away.
7 A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to be silent, and a time to speak.
8 A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.
9 What advantage has the worker from his toil? 10 I have considered the task which God has
appointed for men to be busied about. 11 He has made everything appropriate to its time, and has
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put the timeless into their hearts, without men’s ever discovering, from beginning to end, the
work which God has done. 12 I recognized that there is nothing better than to be glad and to do
well during life. 13 For every man, moreover, to eat and drink and enjoy the fruit of all his labor
is a gift of God. 14 I recognized that whatever God does will endure forever; there is no adding
to it, or taking from it. Thus has God done that he may be revered. 15 What now is has already
been; what is to be, already is; and God restores what would otherwise be displaced.
The Problem of Retribution. 16 And still under the sun in the judgment place I saw
wickedness, and in the seat of justice, iniquity. 17 And I said to myself, both the just and the
wicked God will judge, since there is a time for every affair and on every work a judgment. 18 I
said to myself: As for the children of men, it is God’s way of testing them and of showing that
they are in themselves like beasts. 19 For the lot of man and of beast is one lot; the one dies as
well as the other. Both have the same life-breath, and man has no advantage over the beast; but
all is vanity. 20 Both go to the same place; both were made from the dust, and to the dust they
both return. 21 Who knows if the life-breath of the children of men goes upward and the lifebreath of beasts goes earthward? 22 And I saw that there is nothing better for a man than to
rejoice in his work; for this is his lot. Who will let him see what is to come after him?
Eccl. 4
Vanity of Toil. 1 Again I considered all the oppressions that take place under the sun: the
tears of the victims with none to comfort them! From the hand of their oppressors comes
violence, and there is none to comfort them! 2 And those now dead, I declared more fortunate in
death than are the living to be still alive. 3 And better off than both is the yet unborn, who has
not seen the wicked work that is done under the sun. 4 Then I saw that all toil and skillful work is
the rivalry of one man for another. This also is vanity and a chase after wind.
5 “The fool folds his arms and consumes his own flesh”—
6 Better is one handful with tranquility than two with toil and a chase after wind!
Companions and Successors. 7 Again I found this vanity under the sun: 8 a solitary man
with no companion; with neither son nor brother. Yet there is no end to all his toil, and riches do
not satisfy his greed. “For whom do I toil and deprive myself of good things?” This also is vanity
and a worthless task. 9 Two are better than one: they get a good wage for their labor. 10 If the
one falls, the other will lift up his companion. Woe to the solitary man! For if he should fall, he
has no one to lift him up. 11 So also, if two sleep together, they keep each other warm. How can
one alone keep warm? 12 Where a lone man may be overcome, two together can resist. A threeply cord is not easily broken.
13 Better is a poor but wise youth than an old but foolish king who no longer knows caution;
14 for from a prison house one comes forth to rule, since even in his royalty he was poor at birth.
15 Then I saw all those who are to live and move about under the sun with the heir apparent who
will succeed to his place. 16 There is no end to all these people, to all over whom he takes
precedence; yet the later generations will not applaud him. This also is vanity and a chase after
wind.
Vanity of Many Works. 17 Guard your step when you go to the house of God. Let your
approach be obedience, rather than the fools’ offering of sacrifice; for they know not how to
keep from doing evil.
Eccl. 5
1 Be not hasty in your utterance and let not your heart be quick to make a promise in God’s
presence. God is in heaven and you are on earth; therefore let your words be few.
2 For nightmares come with many cares, and a fool’s utterance with many words.
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3 When you make a vow to God, delay not its fulfillment. For God has no pleasure in fools;
fulfill what you have vowed. 4 You had better not make a vow than make it and not fulfill it. 5
Let not your utterances make you guilty, and say not before his representative, “It was a
mistake,” lest God be angered by such words and destroy the works of your hands. 6 Rather, fear
God!
Gain and Loss of Goods. 7 If you see oppression of the poor, and violation of rights and
justice in the realm, do not be shocked by the fact, for the high official has another higher than he
watching him and above these are others higher still—. 8 Yet an advantage for a country in every
respect is a king for the arable land.
9 The covetous man is never satisfied with money, and the lover of wealth reaps no fruit
from it; so this too is vanity. 10 Where there are great riches, there are also many to devour them.
Of what use are they to the owner except to feast his eyes upon? 11 Sleep is sweet to the laboring
man, whether he eats little or much, but the rich man’s abundance allows him no sleep.
12 This is a grievous evil which I have seen under the sun: riches kept by their owner to his
hurt. 13 Should the riches be lost through some misfortune, he may have a son when he is
without means. 14 As he came forth from his mother’s womb, so again shall he depart, naked as
he came, having nothing from his labor that he can carry in his hand. 15 This too is a grievous
evil, that he goes just as he came. What then does it profit him to toil for wind? 16 All the days
of his life are passed in gloom and sorrow, under great vexation, sickness and wrath.
17 Here is what I recognize as good: it is well for a man to eat and drink and enjoy all the
fruits of his labor under the sun during the limited days of the life which God gives him; for this
is his lot. 18 Any man to whom God gives riches and property, and grants power to partake of
them, so that he receives his lot and finds joy in the fruits of his toil, has a gift from God. 19 For
he will hardly dwell on the shortness of his life, because God lets him busy himself with the joy
of his heart.
Eccl. 6
Limited Worth of Enjoyment. 1 There is another evil which I have seen under the sun,
and it weighs heavily upon man: 2 there is the man to whom God gives riches and property and
honor, so that he lacks none of all the things he craves; yet God does not grant him power to
partake of them, but a stranger devours them. This is vanity and a dire plague. 3 Should a man
have a hundred children and live many years, no matter to what great age, still if he has not the
full benefit of his goods, or if he is deprived of burial, of this man I proclaim that the child born
dead is more fortunate than he. 4 Though it came in vain and goes into darkness and its name is
enveloped in darkness; 5 though it has not seen or known the sun, yet the dead child is at rest
rather than such a man. 6 Should he live twice a thousand years and not enjoy his goods, do not
both go to the same place?
7 All man’s toil is for his mouth, yet his desire is not fulfilled. 8 For what advantage has the
wise man over the fool, or what advantage has the poor man in knowing how to conduct himself
in life? 9 “What the eyes see is better than what the desires wander after.” This also is vanity and
a chase after wind.
II. QOHELETH’S CONCLUSIONS
10 Whatever is, was long ago given its name, and the nature of man is known, and that he
cannot contend in judgment with one who is stronger than he. 11 For though there are many
sayings that multiply vanity, what profit is there for a man? 12 For who knows what is good for a
man in life, the limited days of his vain life (which God has made like a shadow)? Because - who
is there to tell a man what will come after him under the sun?
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A. Man Cannot Find Out What Is Good For Him to Do
Eccl. 7
Critique of Sages on the Day of Adversity
1 A good name is better than good ointment, and the day of death than the day of birth.
2 It is better to go to the house of mourning than to the house of feasting,
For that is the end of every man, and the living should take it to heart.
3 Sorrow is better than laughter, because when the face is sad the heart grows wiser.
4 The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning, but the heart of fools is in the house of mirth.
5 It is better to hearken to the wise man’s rebuke than to hearken to the song of fools;
6 For as the crackling of thorns under a pot, so is the fool’s laughter.
7 For oppression can make a fool of a wise man, and a bribe corrupts the heart.
8 Better is the end of speech than its beginning; better is the patient spirit than the lofty spirit.
9 Do not in spirit become quickly discontented, for discontent lodges in the bosom of a fool.
10 Do not say: How is it that former times were better than these?
For it is not in wisdom that you ask about this.
11 Wisdom and an inheritance are good, and an advantage to those that see the sun.
12 For the protection of wisdom is as the protection of money; and the advantage of knowledge
is that wisdom preserves the life of its owner.
13 Consider the work of God. Who can make straight what he has made crooked?
14 On a good day enjoy good things, and on an evil day consider: Both the one and the other
God has made, so that man cannot find fault with him in anything.
Critique of Sages on Justice and Wickedness
15 I have seen all manner of things in my vain days: a just man perishing in his justice, and a
wicked one surviving in his wickedness. 16 “Be not just to excess, and be not overwise, lest you
be ruined. 17 Be not wicked to excess, and be not foolish. Why should you die before your
time?” 18 It is good to hold to this rule, and not to let that one go; but he who fears God will win
through at all events.
19 Wisdom is a better defense for the wise man than would be ten princes in the city, 20 yet
there is no man on earth so just as to do good and never sin. 21 Do not give heed to every word
that is spoken lest you hear your servant speaking ill of you, 22 for you know in your heart that
you have many times spoken ill of others.
23 All these things I probed in wisdom. I said, “I will acquire wisdom”; but it was beyond
me. 24 What exists is far-reaching; it is deep, very deep: who can find it out? 25 I turned my
thoughts toward knowledge; I sought and pursued wisdom and reason, and I recognized that
wickedness is foolish and folly is madness.
Critique of Sages on Women
26 More bitter than death I find the woman who is a hunter’s trap, whose heart is a snare and
whose hands are prison bonds. He who is pleasing to God will escape her, but the sinner will be
entrapped by her. 27 Behold, this have I found, says Qoheleth, adding one thing to another that I
might discover the answer 28 which my soul still seeks and has not found: One man out of a
thousand have I come upon, but a woman among them all I have not found. 29 Behold, only this
have I found out: God made mankind straight, but men have had recourse to many calculations.
Eccl. 8
Critique of Sages on the Wise Man and the King
1 Who is like the wise man, and who knows the explanation of things?
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A man’s wisdom illumines his face, but an impudent look is resented.
2 Observe the precept of the king, and in view of your oath to God, 3 be not hasty to
withdraw from the king; do not join in with a base plot, for he does whatever he pleases, 4
because his word is sovereign, and who can say to him, “What are you doing?”
5 “He who keeps the commandment experiences no evil, and the wise man’s heart knows
times and judgments; 6 for there is a time and a judgment for everything.”—Yet it is a great
affliction for man 7 that he is ignorant of what is to come; for who will make known to him how
it will be? 8 There is no man who is master of the breath of life so as to retain it, and none has
mastery of the day of death. There is no exemption from the struggle, nor are the wicked saved
by their wickedness. 9 All these things I considered and I applied my mind to every work that is
done under the sun, while one man tyrannizes over another to his hurt.
The Problem of Retribution. 10 Meanwhile I saw wicked men approach and enter; and as
they left the sacred place, they were praised in the city for what they had done. This also is
vanity. 11 Because the sentence against evildoers is not promptly executed, therefore the hearts
of men are filled with the desire to commit evil—12 because the sinner does evil a hundred times
and survives. Though indeed I know that it shall be well with those who fear God, for their
reverence toward him; 13 and that it shall not be well with the wicked man, and he shall not
prolong his shadowy days, for his lack of reverence toward God.
14 This is a vanity which occurs on earth: there are just men treated as though they had done
evil and wicked men treated as though they had done justly. This, too, I say is vanity. 15
Therefore I commend mirth, because there is nothing good for man under the sun except eating
and drinking and mirth: for this is the accompaniment of his toil during the limited days of the
life which God gives him under the sun.
16 When I applied my heart to know wisdom and to observe what is done on earth, 17 I
recognized that man is unable to find out all God’s work that is done under the sun, even though
neither by day nor by night do his eyes find rest in sleep. However much man toils in searching,
he does not find it out; and even if the wise man says that he knows, he is unable to find it out.
B. Man Does Not Know What is to Come
Eccl. 9
1 All this I have kept in mind and recognized: the just, the wise, and their deeds are in the
hand of God. Love from hatred man cannot tell; both appear equally vain, 2 in that there is the
same lot for all, for the just and the wicked, for the good and the bad, for the clean and the
unclean, for him who offers sacrifice and him who does not. As it is for the good man, so it is for
the sinner; as it is for him who swears rashly, so it is for him who fears an oath. 3 Among all the
things that happen under the sun, this is the worst, that things turn out the same for all. Hence the
minds of men are filled with evil, and madness is in their hearts during life; and afterward they
go to the dead.
4 Indeed, for any among the living there is hope; a live dog is better off than a dead lion. 5
For the living know that they are to die, but the dead no longer know anything. There is no
further recompense for them, because all memory of them is lost. 6 For them, love and hatred
and rivalry have long since perished. They will never again have part in anything that is done
under the sun.
7 Go, eat your bread with joy and drink your wine with a merry heart, because it is now that
God favors your works. 8 At all times let your garments be white, and spare not the perfume for
your head. 9 Enjoy life with the wife whom you love, all the days of the fleeting life that is
granted you under the sun. This is your lot in life, for the toil of your labors under the sun. 10
Anything you can turn your hand to, do with what power you have; for there will be no work,
nor reason, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the nether world where you are going...
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The Evil Time Not Known. 11 Again I saw under the sun that the race is not won by the
swift, nor the battle by the valiant, nor a livelihood by the wise, nor riches by the shrewd, nor
favor by the experts; for a time of calamity comes to all alike. 12 Man no more knows his own
time than fish taken in the fatal net, or birds trapped in the snare; like these the children of men
are caught when the evil time falls suddenly upon them.
THE UNCERTAIN FUTURE AND THE SAGES
13 On the other hand I saw this wise deed under the sun, which I thought sublime. 14
Against a small city with few men in it advanced a mighty king, who surrounded it and threw up
great siegeworks about it. 15 But in the city lived a man who, though poor, was wise, and he
delivered it through his wisdom. Yet no one remembered this poor man. 16 Though I had said,
“Wisdom is better than force,” yet the wisdom of the poor man is despised and his words go
unheeded.
17 “The quiet words of the wise are better heeded than the shout of a ruler of fools”—!
18 “A fly that dies can spoil the perfumer’s ointment, and a single slip can ruin much that is
good.”
Eccl. 10
1 More weighty than wisdom or wealth is a little folly!
2 The wise man’s understanding turns him to his right; the fool’s understanding turns him to his
left.
3 When the fool walks through the street, in his lack of understanding he calls everything
foolish.
4 Should the anger of the ruler burst upon you, forsake not your place; for mildness abates
great offenses.
5 I have seen under the sun another evil, like a mistake that proceeds from the ruler: 6 a fool
put in lofty position while the rich sit in lowly places. 7 I have seen slaves on horseback, while
princes walked on the ground like slaves.
8 He who digs a pit may fall into it, and he who breaks through a wall may be bitten by a
serpent.
9 He who moves stones may be hurt by them, and he who chops wood is in danger from it.
10 If the iron becomes dull, though at first he made easy progress, he must increase his
efforts; but the craftsman has the advantage of his skill.
11 If the serpent bites because it has not been charmed, then there is no advantage for the
charmer.
12 Words from the wise man’s mouth win favor, but the fool’s lips consume him.
13 The beginning of his words is folly, and the end of his talk is utter madness; 14 yet the fool
multiplies words.
Man knows not what is to come, for who can tell him what is to come after him?
15 When will the fool be weary of his labor, he who knows not the way to the city?
Man Does Not Know What Evil Will Come
16 Woe to you, O land, whose king was a servant, and whose princes dine in the morning!
17 Blessed are you, O land, whose king is of noble birth, and whose princes dine at the right time
(for vigor and not in drinking bouts).
18 When hands are lazy, the rafters sag; when hands are slack, the house leaks.
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19 Bread and oil call forth merriment and wine makes the living glad, but money answers for
everything.
20 Even in your thoughts do not make light of the king, nor in the privacy of your bedroom
revile the rich.
Because the birds of the air may carry your voice, a winged creature may tell what you say.
Eccl. 11
1 Cast your bread upon the waters; after a long time you may find it again.
2 Make seven or eight portions; you know not what misfortune may come upon the earth.
Man Does Not Know What Good Will Come
3 When the clouds are full, they pour out rain upon the earth.
Whether a tree falls to the south or to the north, wherever it falls, there shall it lie.
4 One who pays heed to the wind will not sow, and one who watches the clouds will never reap.
5 Just as you know not how the breath of life fashions the human frame in the mother’s womb,
So you know not the work of God which he is accomplishing in the universe.
6 In the morning sow your seed, and at evening let not your hand be idle:
For you know not which of the two will be successful, or whether both alike will turn out well.
Poem on Youth and Old Age. 7 Light is sweet! and it is pleasant for the eyes to see the
sun. 8 However many years a man may live, let him, as he enjoys them all, remember that the
days of darkness will be many. All that is to come is vanity.
9 Rejoice, O young man, while you are young and let your heart be glad in the days of your
youth.
Follow the ways of your heart, the vision of your eyes;
Yet understand that as regards all this God will bring you to judgment.
10 Ward off grief from your heart and put away trouble from your presence, though the dawn of
youth is fleeting.
Eccl. 12
1 Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days come
And the years approach of which you will say, I have no pleasure in them;
2 Before the sun is darkened. and the light, and the moon, and the stars, while the clouds return
after the rain;
3 When the guardians of the house tremble, and the strong men are bent,
And the grinders are idle because they are few, and they who look through the windows grow
blind;
4 When the doors to the street are shut, and the sound of the mill is low;
When one waits for the chirp of a bird, but all the daughters of song are suppressed;
5 And one fears heights, and perils in the street;
When the almond tree blooms, and the locust grows sluggish and the caper berry is without
effect,
Because man goes to his lasting home, and mourners go about the streets;
6 Before the silver cord is snapped and the golden bowl is broken,
And the pitcher is shattered at the spring, and the broken pulley falls into the well,
7 And the dust returns to the earth as it once was, and the life breath returns to God who gave it.
8 Vanity of vanities, says Qoheleth, all things are vanity!
Epilogue. 9 Besides being wise, Qoheleth taught the people knowledge, and weighed,
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scrutinized and arranged many proverbs. 10 Qoheleth sought to find pleasing sayings, and to
write down true sayings with precision. 11 The sayings of the wise are like goads; like fixed
spikes are the topics given by one collector. 12 As to more than these, my son, beware. Of the
making of many books there is no end, and in much study there is weariness for the flesh.
13 The last word, when all is heard: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is man’s
all; 14 because God will bring to judgment every work, with all its hidden qualities, whether
good or bad.
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SONG OF SONGS
Excerpts from the Introduction to the Book Song of Songs.
The Song of Songs is a poetic portrayal and praise of the mutual love of the Lord and His
people.
In Christian tradition, the Song has been interpreted in terms of the union between Christ
and the Church….
The marginal letters, indicate the speaker of the verses: B = Bride; D = Daughters of
Jerusalem; G = Bridegroom.
THE SONG OF SONGS BY SOLOMON
Song. 1
Love’s Desires
1 The song of songs by Solomon.
2 B Let him kiss me with kisses of his mouth!
More delightful is your love than wine!
3 Your name spoken is a spreading perfume-that is why the maidens love you.
4 Draw me!D We will follow you eagerly!
B Bring me, O king, to your chambers.
D With you we rejoice and exult, we extol your love; it is beyond wine: how rightly you are
loved!
Love’s Boast
5 B I am as dark-but lovely, O daughters of JerusalemAs the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of Salma.
6 Do not stare at me because I am swarthy, because the sun has burned me.
My brothers have been angry with me; they charged me with the care of the vineyards: my own
vineyard I have not cared for.
Love’s Inquiry
7 B Tell me, you whom my heart loves, where you pasture your flock, where you give them rest
at midday,
Lest I be found wandering after the flocks of your companions.
8 G If you do not know, O most beautiful among women,
Follow the tracks of the flock and pasture the young ones near the shepherds’ camps.
Love’s Vision
9 G To the steeds of Pharaoh’s chariots would I liken you, my beloved:
10 Your cheeks lovely in pendants, your neck in jewels.
11 We will make pendants of gold for you, and silver ornaments.
Love’s Union
12 B For the king’s banquet my nard gives forth its fragrance.
13 My lover is for me a sachet of myrrh to rest in my bosom.
14 My lover is for me a cluster of henna from the vineyards of Engedi.
15 G Ah, you are beautiful, my beloved, ah, you are beautiful; your eyes are doves!
16 B Ah, you are beautiful, my lover- yes, you are lovely.
Our couch, too, is verdant; 17 the beams of our house are cedars, our rafters, cypresses.
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Song. 2
1 I am a flower of Sharon, a lily of the valley.
2 G As a lily among thorns, so is my beloved among women.
3 B As an apple tree among the trees of the woods, so is my lover among men.
I delight to rest in his shadow, and his fruit is sweet to my mouth.
4 He brings me into the banquet hall and his emblem over me is love.
5 Strengthen me with raisin cakes, refresh me with apples, for I am faint with love.
6 His left hand is under my head and his right arm embraces me.
7 I adjure you, daughters of Jerusalem, by the gazelles and hinds of the field,
Do not arouse, do not stir up love before its own time.
A Tryst in the Spring
8 B Hark! my lover-here he comes springing across the mountains, leaping across the hills.
9 My lover is like a gazelle or a young stag.
Here he stands behind our wall, gazing through the windows, peering through the lattices.
10 My lover speaks; he says to me,
“Arise, my beloved, my beautiful one, and come!
11 “For see, the winter is past, the rains are over and gone.
12 The flowers appear on the earth, the time of pruning the vines has come, and the song of the
dove is heard in our land.
13 The fig tree puts forth its figs, and the vines, in bloom, give forth fragrance.
Arise, my beloved, my beautiful one, and come!
14 “O my dove in the clefts of the rock, in the secret recesses of the cliff,
Let me see you, let me hear your voice,
For your voice is sweet, and you are lovely.”
15 B Catch us the foxes, the little foxes that damage the vineyards; for our vineyards are in
bloom!
16 My lover belongs to me and I to him; he browses among the lilies.
17 Until the day breathes cool and the shadows lengthen, roam, my lover,
Like a gazelle or a young stag upon the mountains of Bether.
Song. 3
Loss and Discovery
1 B On my bed at night I sought him whom my heart lovesI sought him but I did not find him.
2 I will rise then and go about the city; in the streets and crossings I will seek Him whom my
heart loves.
I sought him but I did not find him.
3 The watchmen came upon me as they made their rounds of the city:
Have you seen him whom my heart loves?
4 I had hardly left them when I found him whom my heart loves.
I took hold of him and would not let him go till I should bring him to the home of my mother,
to the room of my parent.
5 I adjure you, daughters of Jerusalem, by the gazelles and hinds of the field,
Do not arouse, do not stir up love before its own time.
Regal State of the Bridegroom
6 D What is this coming up from the desert, like a column of smoke
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Laden with myrrh, with frankincense, and with the perfume of every exotic dust?
7 Ah, it is the litter of Solomon; sixty valiant men surround it, of the valiant men of Israel:
8 All of them expert with the sword, skilled in battle,
Each with his sword at his side against danger in the watches of the night.
9 King Solomon made himself a carriage of wood from Lebanon.
10 He made its columns of silver, its roof of gold,
Its seat of purple cloth, its framework inlaid with ivory.
11 Daughters of Jerusalem, come forth and look upon King Solomon
In the crown with which his mother has crowned him on the day of his marriage, on the day of
the joy of his heart.
Song. 4
The Charms of the Beloved
1 G Ah, you are beautiful, my beloved, ah, you are beautiful!
Your eyes are doves behind your veil.
Your hair is like a flock of goats streaming down the mountains of Gilead.
2 Your teeth are like a flock of ewes to be shorn, which come up from the washing,
All of them big with twins, none of them thin and barren.
3 Your lips are like a scarlet strand; your mouth is lovely.
Your cheek is like a half-pomegranate behind your veil.
4 Your neck is like David’s tower girt with battlements;
A thousand bucklers hang upon it, all the shields of valiant men.
5 Your breasts are like twin fawns, the young of a gazelle that browse among the lilies.
6 Until the day breathes cool and the shadows lengthen, I will go to the mountain of myrrh,
to the hill of incense.
7 You are all-beautiful, my beloved, and there is no blemish in you.
8 Come from Lebanon, my bride, come from Lebanon, come!
Descend from the top of Amana, from the top of Senir and Hermon,
From the haunts of lions, from the leopards’ mountains.
9 You have ravished my heart, my sister, my bride; you have ravished my heart with one glance
of your eyes, with one bead of your necklace.
10 How beautiful is your love, my sister, my bride, how much more delightful is your love than
wine, and the fragrance of your ointments than all spices!
11 Your lips drip honey, my bride, sweetmeats and milk are under your tongue;
And the fragrance of your garments is the fragrance of Lebanon.
The Lover and His Garden
12 G You are an enclosed garden, my sister, my bride, an enclosed garden, a fountain sealed.
13 You are a park that puts forth pomegranates, with all choice fruits;
14 Nard and saffron, calamus and cinnamon, with all kinds of incense;
Myrrh and aloes, with all the finest spices.
15 You are a garden fountain, a well of water flowing fresh from Lebanon.
16 Arise, north wind!
Come, south wind! blow upon my garden that its perfumes may spread abroad.
B Let my lover come to his garden and eat its choice fruits.
Song. 5
1 G I have come to my garden, my sister, my bride;
I gather my myrrh and my spices,
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I eat my honey and my sweetmeats,
I drink my wine and my milk.
D Eat, friends; drink! Drink freely of love!
A Fruitless Search
2 B I was sleeping, but my heart kept vigil;
I heard my lover knocking:
“Open to me, my sister, my beloved, my dove, my perfect one!
For my head is wet with dew, my locks with the moisture of the night.“
3 I have taken off my robe, am I then to put it on?
I have bathed my feet, am I then to soil them?
4 My lover put his hand through the opening; my heart trembled within me, and I grew faint
when he spoke.
5 I rose to open to my lover, with my hands dripping myrrh:
With my fingers dripping choice myrrh upon the fittings of the lock.
6 I opened to my lover-but my lover had departed, gone.
I sought him but I did not find him; I called to him but he did not answer me.
7 The watchmen came upon me as they made their rounds of the city;
They struck me, and wounded me, and took my mantle from me, the guardians of the walls.
8 I adjure you, daughters of Jerusalem, if you find my loverWhat shall you tell him?- that I am faint with love.
The Charms of a Lost Lover
9 D How does your lover differ from any other, O most beautiful among women?
How does your lover differ from any other, that you adjure us so?
10 B My lover is radiant and ruddy; he stands out among thousands.
11 His head is pure gold; his locks are palm fronds, black as the raven.
12 His eyes are like doves beside running waters,
His teeth would seem bathed in milk, and are set like jewels.
13 His cheeks are like beds of spice with ripening aromatic herbs.
His lips are red blossoms; they drip choice myrrh.
14 His arms are rods of gold adorned with chrysolites.
His body is a work of ivory covered with sapphires.
15 His legs are columns of marble resting on golden bases.
His stature is like the trees on Lebanon, imposing as the cedars.
16 His mouth is sweetness itself; he is all delight.
Such is my lover, and such my friend, O daughters of Jerusalem.
Song. 6
Discovery
1 D Where has your lover gone, O most beautiful among women?
Where has your lover gone that we may seek him with you?
2 B My lover has come down to his garden, to the beds of spice,
To browse in the garden and to gather lilies.
3 My lover belongs to me and I to him; he browses among the lilies.
The Charms of the Beloved
4 G You are as beautiful as Tirzah, my beloved, as lovely as Jerusalem, as awe-inspiring as
bannered troops.
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5 Turn your eyes from me, for they torment me.
Your hair is like a flock of goats streaming down from Gilead.
6 Your teeth are like a flock of ewes which come up from the washing,
All of them big with twins, none of them thin and barren.
7 Your cheek is like a half-pomegranate behind your veil.
8 There are sixty queens, eighty concubines, and maidens without number9 One alone is my dove, my perfect one, her mother’s chosen, the dear one of her parent.
The daughters saw her and declared her fortunate, the queens and concubines, and they sang her
praises;
10 D Who is this that comes forth like the dawn, as beautiful as the moon, as resplendent as the
sun, as awe-inspiring as bannered troops?
Love’s Meeting
11 B I came down to the nut garden to look at the fresh growth of the valley,
To see if the vines were in bloom. if the pomegranates had blossomed.
12 Before I knew it, my heart had made me the blessed one of my kinswomen.
Song. 7
The Beauty of the Bride
1 D Turn, turn, O Shulammite, turn, turn, that we may look at you!
B Why would you look at the Shulammite as at the dance of the two companies?
2 D How beautiful are your feet in sandals, O prince’s daughter!
Your rounded thighs are like jewels, the handiwork of an artist.
3 Your navel is a round bowl that should never lack for mixed wine.
Your body is a heap of wheat encircled with lilies.
4 Your breasts are like twin fawns, the young of a gazelle.
5 Your neck is like a tower of ivory.
Your eyes are like the pools in Heshbon by the gate of Bath-rabbim.
Your nose is like the tower on Lebanon that looks toward Damascus.
6 You head rises like Carmel; your hair is like draperies of purple; a king is held captive in its
tresses.
Love’s Desire
7 G How beautiful you are, how pleasing, my love, my delight!
8 Your very figure is like a palm tree, your breasts are like clusters.
9 I said: I will climb the palm tree, I will take hold of its branches.
Now let your breasts be like clusters of the vine and the fragrance of your breath like apples,
10 And your mouth like an excellent wineLove’s Union
B that flows smoothly for my lover, spreading over the lips and the teeth.
11 I belong to my lover and for me he yearns.
12 Come, my lover, let us go forth to the fields and spend the night among the villages.
13 Let us go early to the vineyards, and see if the vines are in bloom,
If the buds have opened, if the pomegranates have blossomed;
There will I give you my love.
14 The mandrakes give forth fragrance, and at our doors are all choice fruits;
Both fresh and mellowed fruits, my lover, I have kept in store for you.
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Song. 8
1 Oh, that you were my brother, nursed at my mother’s breasts!
If I met you out of doors, I would kiss you and none would taunt me.
2 I would lead you, bring you in to the home of my mother.
There you would teach me to give you spiced wine to drink and pomegranate juice.
3 His left hand is under my head and his right arm embraces me.
4 I adjure you, daughters of Jerusalem, by the gazelles and hinds of the field,
Do not arouse, do not stir up love, before its own time.
Homecoming
5 D Who is this coming up from the desert, leaning upon her lover?
G Under the apple tree I awakened you; it was there that your mother conceived you, it was there
that your parent conceived.
True Love
6 B Set me as a seal on your heart, as a seal on your arm;
For stern as death is love, relentless as the nether world is devotion; its flames are a blazing fire.
7 Deep waters cannot quench love, nor floods sweep it away.
Were one to offer all he owns to purchase love, he would be roundly mocked.
Chastity and Its Welcome
8 “Our sister is little and she has no breasts as yet.
What shall we do for our sister when her courtship begins?
9 If she is a wall, we will build upon it a silver parapet;
If she is a door, we will reinforce it with a cedar plank.”
10 I am a wall, and my breasts are like towers.
So now in his eyes I have become one to be welcomed.
The Bride and Her Dowry
11 B Solomon had a vineyard at Baal-hamon; he gave over the vineyard to caretakers.
For its fruit one would have to pay a thousand silver pieces.
12 My vineyard is at my own disposal; the thousand pieces are for you, O Solomon, and two
hundred for the caretakers of its fruit.
Life Together
13 G O garden-dweller, my friends are listening for your voice, let me hear it!
14 B Be swift, my lover, like a gazelle or a young stag on the mountains of spices!
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WISDOM
I. THE REWARD OF JUSTICE
Wis. 1
Exhortation to Justice, the Key of Life
1 Love justice, you who judge the earth; think of the LORD in goodness, and seek him in
integrity of heart;
2 Because he is found by those who test him not, and he manifests himself to those who do not
disbelieve him.
3 For perverse counsels separate a man from God, and his power, put to the proof, rebukes the
foolhardy;
4 Because into a soul that plots evil wisdom enters not, nor dwells she in a body under debt of
sin.
5 For the holy spirit of discipline flees deceit and withdraws from senseless counsels; and when
injustice occurs it is rebuked.
6 For wisdom is a kindly spirit, yet she acquits not the blasphemer of his guilty lips;
Because God is the witness of his inmost self and the sure observer of his heart and the listener
to his tongue.
7 For the spirit of the LORD fills the world, is all-embracing, and knows what man says.
8 Therefore no one who utters wicked things can go unnoticed, 1 nor will chastising
condemnation pass him by.
9 For the devices of the wicked man shall be scrutinized, and the sound of his words shall reach
the LORD, for the chastisement of his transgressions;
10 Because a jealous ear hearkens to everything, and discordant grumblings are no secret.
11 Therefore guard against profitless grumbling, and from calumny withhold your tongues;
For a stealthy utterance does not go unpunished, and a lying mouth slays the soul.
12 Court not death by your erring way of life, nor draw to yourselves destruction by the works of
your hands.
13 Because God did not make death, nor does he rejoice in the destruction of the living.
14 For he fashioned all things that they might have being; and the creatures of the world are
wholesome,
And there is not a destructive drug among them nor any domain of the nether world on earth,
15 For justice is undying.
The Wicked Reject Immortality and Justice Alike
16 It was the wicked who with hands and words invited death, considered it a friend, and pined
for it, and made a covenant with it,
Because they deserve to be in its possession,
Wis. 2
1 they who said among themselves, thinking not aright:
“Brief and troublous is our lifetime; neither is there any remedy for man’s dying, nor is anyone
known to have come back from the nether world.
2 For haphazard were we born, and hereafter we shall be as though we had not been;
Because the breath in our nostrils is a smoke and reason is a spark at the beating of our hearts,
3 And when this is quenched, our body will be ashes and our spirit will be poured abroad like
unresisting air.
4 Even our name will be forgotten in time, and no one will recall our deeds.
So our life will pass away like the traces of a cloud, and will be dispersed like a mist pursued by
the sun’s rays and overpowered by its heat.
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5 For our lifetime is the passing of a shadow; and our dying cannot be deferred because it is
fixed with a seal; and no one returns.
6 Come, therefore, let us enjoy the good things that are real, and use the freshness of creation
avidly.
7 Let us have our fill of costly wine and perfumes, and let no springtime blossom pass us by;
8 let us crown ourselves with rosebuds ere they wither.
9 Let no meadow be free from our wantonness; everywhere let us leave tokens of our rejoicing,
for this our portion is, and this our lot.
10 Let us oppress the needy just man; let us neither spare the widow nor revere the old man for
his hair grown white with time.
11 But let our strength be our norm of justice; for weakness proves itself useless.
12 Let us beset the just one, because he is obnoxious to us; he sets himself against our doings,
Reproaches us for transgressions of the law and charges us with violations of our training.
13 He professes to have knowledge of God and styles himself a child of the LORD.
14 To us he is the censure of our thoughts; merely to see him is a hardship for us,
15 Because his life is not like other men’s, and different are his ways.
16 He judges us debased; he holds aloof from our paths as from things impure.
He calls blest the destiny of the just and boasts that God is his Father.
17 Let us see whether his words be true; let us find out what will happen to him.
18 For if the just one be the son of God, he will defend him and deliver him from the hand of his
foes.
19 With revilement and torture let us put him to the test that we may have proof of his gentleness
and try his patience.
20 Let us condemn him to a shameful death; for according to his own words, God will take care
of him.”
21 These were their thoughts, but they erred; for their wickedness blinded them,
22 And they knew not the hidden counsels of God; neither did they count on a recompense of
holiness nor discern the innocent souls’ reward.
23 For God formed man to be imperishable; the image of his own nature he made him.
24 But by the envy of the devil, death entered the world, and they who are in his possession
experience it.
Wis. 3
The Hidden Counsels of God
A. ON SUFFERING
1 But the souls of the just are in the hand of God, and no torment shall touch them.
2 They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead; and their passing away was thought an
affliction 3 and their going forth from us, utter destruction.
But they are in peace.
4 For if before men, indeed, they be punished, yet is their hope full of immortality;
5 Chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed, because God tried them and found them worthy
of himself.
6 As gold in the furnace, he proved them, and as sacrificial offerings he took them to himself.
7 In the time of their visitation they shall shine, and shall dart about as sparks through stubble;
8 They shall judge nations and rule over peoples, and the LORD shall be their King forever.
9 Those who trust in him shall understand truth, and the faithful shall abide with him in love:
Because grace and mercy are with his holy ones, and his care is with the elect.
10 But the wicked shall receive a punishment to match their thoughts, since they neglected
justice and forsook the LORD.
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11 For he who despises wisdom and instruction is doomed.
Vain is their hope, fruitless are their labors, and worthless are their works.
12 Their wives are foolish and their children wicked; accursed is their brood.
B. ON CHILDLESSNESS
13 Yes, blessed is she who, childless and undefiled, knew not transgression of the marriage bed;
she shall bear fruit at the visitation of souls.
14 So also the eunuch whose hand wrought no misdeed, who held no wicked thoughts against
the LORDFor he shall be given fidelity’s choice reward and a more gratifying heritage in the LORD’S
temple.
15 For the fruit of noble struggles is a glorious one; and unfailing is the root of understanding.
16 But the children of adulterers will remain without issue, and the progeny of an unlawful bed
will disappear.
17 For should they attain long life, they will be held in no esteem, and dishonored will their old
age be at last;
18 While should they die abruptly, they have no hope nor comfort in the day of scrutiny; 19 for
dire is the end of the wicked generation.
Wis. 4
1 Better is childlessness with virtue; for immortal is its memory: because both by God is it
acknowledged, and by men.
2 When it is present men imitate it, and they long for it when it is gone;
And forever it marches crowned in triumph, victorious in unsullied deeds of valor.
3 But the numerous progeny of the wicked shall be of no avail; their spurious offshoots shall not
strike deep root nor take firm hold.
4 For even though their branches flourish for a time, they are unsteady and shall be rocked by the
wind and, by the violence of the winds, uprooted;
5 Their twigs shall be broken off untimely, and their fruit be useless, unripe for eating,
and fit for nothing.
6 For children born of lawless unions give evidence of the wickedness of their parents, when
they are examined.
C. ON EARLY DEATH
7 But the just man, though he die early, shall be at rest.
8 For the age that is honorable comes not with the passing of time, nor can it be measured in
terms of years.
9 Rather, understanding is the hoary crown for men, and an unsullied life, the attainment of old
age.
10 He who pleased God was loved; he who lived among sinners was transported—
11 Snatched away, lest wickedness pervert his mind or deceit beguile his soul;
12 For the witchery of paltry things obscures what is right and the whirl of desire transforms the
innocent mind.
13 Having become perfect in a short while, he reached the fullness of a long career; 14 for his
soul was pleasing to the LORD, therefore he sped him out of the midst of wickedness.
But the people saw and did not understand, nor did they take this into account.
* 16 Yes, the just man dead condemns the sinful who live, and youth swiftly completed
condemns the many years of the wicked man grown old.
17 For they see the death of the wise man and do not understand what the LORD intended for
him, or why he made him secure.
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18 They see, and hold him in contempt; but the LORD laughs them to scorn.
19 And they shall afterward become dishonored corpses and an unceasing mockery among the
dead.
For he shall strike them down speechless and prostrate and rock them to their foundations;
They shall be utterly laid waste and shall be in grief and their memory shall perish.
* Verse 15 is omitted, since it repeats the last phrases in Verse 3 & 9.
The Final Judgment of the Wicked
20 Fearful shall they come, at the counting up of their sins, and their lawless deeds shall convict
them to their face.
Wis. 5
1 Then shall the just one with great assurance confront his oppressors who set at nought his
labors.
2 Seeing this, they shall be shaken with dreadful fear, and amazed at the unlooked-for salvation.
3 They shall say among themselves, rueful and groaning through anguish of spirit:
“This is he whom once we held as a laughingstock and as a type for mockery, 4 fools that we
were!
His life we accounted madness, and his death dishonored.
5 See how he is accounted among the sons of God; how his lot is with the saints!
6 We, then, have strayed from the way of truth, and the light of justice did not shine for us, and
the sun did not rise for us.
7 We had our fill of the ways of mischief and of ruin; we journeyed through impassable deserts,
but the way of the LORD we knew not.
8 What did our pride avail us?
What have wealth and its boastfulness afforded us?
9 All of them passed like a shadow and like a fleeting rumor;
10 Like a ship traversing the heaving water, of which, when it has passed, no trace can be found,
no path of its keel in the waves.
11 Or like a bird flying through the air; no evidence of its course is to be foundBut the fluid air, lashed by the beat of pinions, and cleft by the rushing force
Of speeding wings, is traversed: and afterward no mark of passage can be found in it.
12 Or as, when an arrow has been shot at a mark, the parted air straightway flows together again
so that none discerns the way it went through13 Even so we, once born, abruptly came to nought and held no sign of virtue to display, but
were consumed in our wickedness.”
14 Yes, the hope of the wicked is like thistledown borne on the wind, and like fine, tempestdriven foam;
Like smoke scattered by the wind, and like the passing memory of the nomad camping for a
single day.
15 But the just live forever, and in the LORD is their recompense, and the thought of them is
with the Most High.
16 Therefore shall they receive the splendid crown, the beauteous diadem, from the hand of the
LORDFor he shall shelter them with his right hand, and protect them with his arm.
17 He shall take his zeal for armor and he shall arm creation to requite the enemy;
18 He shall don justice for a breastplate and shall wear sure judgment for a helmet;
19 He shall take invincible rectitude as a shield 20 and whet his sudden anger for a sword,
And the universe shall war with him against the foolhardy.
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21 Well-aimed shafts of lightnings shall go forth and from the clouds as from a well-drawn bow
shall leap to the mark;
22 and as from his sling, wrathful hailstones shall be hurled.
The water of the sea shall be enraged against them and the streams shall abruptly overflow;
23 A mighty wind shall confront them and a tempest winnow them out;
Thus lawlessness shall lay the whole earth waste and evildoing overturn the thrones of
potentates.
Wis. 6
Exhortation To Seek Wisdom
1 Hear, therefore, kings, and understand; learn, you magistrates of the earth’s expanse!
2 Hearken, you who are in power over the multitude and lord it over throngs of peoples!
3 Because authority was given you by the LORD and sovereignty by the Most High, who shall
probe your works and scrutinize your counsels!
4 Because, though you were ministers of his kingdom, you judged not rightly, and did not keep
the law, nor walk according to the will of God,
5 Terribly and swiftly shall he come against you, because judgment is stern for the exalted6 For the lowly may be pardoned out of mercy but the mighty shall be mightily put to the test.
7 For the Lord of all shows no partiality, nor does he fear greatness,
Because he himself made the great as well as the small, and he provides for all alike; 8 but for
those in power a rigorous scrutiny impends.
9 To you, therefore, O princes, are my words addressed that you may learn wisdom and that you
may not sin.
10 For those who keep the holy precepts hallowed shall be found holy, and those learned in them
will have ready a response.
11 Desire therefore my words; long for them and you shall be instructed.
12 Resplendent and unfading is Wisdom, and she is readily perceived by those who love her, and
found by those who seek her.
13 She hastens to make herself known in anticipation of men’s desire; 14 he who watches for her
at dawn shall not be disappointed, for he shall find her sitting by his gate.
15 For taking thought of her is the perfection of prudence, and he who for her sake keeps vigil
shall quickly be free from care;
16 Because she makes her own rounds, seeking those worthy of her, and graciously appears to
them in the ways, and meets them with all solicitude.
17 For the first step toward discipline is a very earnest desire for her; then, care for discipline is
love of her; 18 love means the keeping of her laws;
To observe her laws is the basis for incorruptibility; 19 and incorruptibility makes one close to
God; 20 thus the desire for Wisdom leads up to a kingdom.
21 If, then, you find pleasure in throne and scepter, you princes of the peoples, honor Wisdom,
that you may reign as kings forever.
II. PRAISE OF WISDOM BY SOLOMON
Introduction
22 Now what wisdom is, and how she came to be I shall relate; and I shall hide no secrets from
you,
But from the very beginning I shall search out and bring to light knowledge of her, nor shall I
diverge from the truth.
23 Neither shall I admit consuming jealousy to my company, because that can have no
fellowship with Wisdom.
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24 A great number of wise men is the safety of the world, and a prudent king, the stability of his
people; 25 so take instruction from my words, to your profit.
Wis. 7
Solomon is Like All Other Men
1 I too am a mortal man, the same as all the rest, and a descendant of the first man formed on
earth.
And in my mother’s womb I was molded into flesh 2 in a ten-months’ period-body and blood,
from the seed of man, and the pleasure that accompanies marriage.
3 And I too, when born, inhaled the common air, and fell upon the kindred earth; wailing, I
uttered that first sound common to all.
4 In swaddling clothes and with constant care I was nurtured.
5 For no king has any different origin or birth, 6 but one is the entry into life for all; and in one
same way they leave it.
Solomon Prayed and Wisdom and Riches Came to Him
7 Therefore I prayed, and prudence was given me;
I pleaded and the spirit of Wisdom came to me.
8 I preferred her to scepter and throne,
And deemed riches nothing in comparison with her, 9 nor did I liken any priceless gem to her;
Because all gold, in view of her, is a little sand, and before her, silver is to be accounted mire.
10 Beyond health and comeliness I loved her,
And I chose to have her rather than the light, because the splendor of her never yields to sleep.
11 Yet all good things together came to me in her company, and countless riches at her hands;
12 And I rejoiced in them all, because Wisdom is their leader, though I had not known that she is
the mother of these.
Solomon Prays for Help To Speak of Wisdom
13 Simply I learned about her, and ungrudgingly do I share - her riches I do not hide away;
14 For to men she is an unfailing treasure; those who gain this treasure win the friendship of
God, to whom the gifts they have from discipline commend them.
15 Now God grant I speak suitably and value these endowments at their worth:
For he is the guide of Wisdom and the director of the wise.
16 For both we and our words are in his hand, as well as all prudence and knowledge of crafts.
17 For he gave me sound knowledge of existing things, that I might know the organization of the
universe and the force of its elements,
18 The beginning and the end and the midpoint of times, the changes in the sun’s course and the
variations of the seasons.
19 Cycles of years, positions of the stars, 20 natures of animals, tempers of beasts,
Powers of the winds and thoughts of men, uses of plants and virtues of roots21 Such things as are hidden I learned and such as are plain; 22 for Wisdom, the artificer of all,
taught me.
Nature and Incomparable Dignity of Wisdom
For in her is a spirit intelligent, holy, unique,
Manifold, subtle, agile, clear, unstained, certain,
Not baneful, loving the good, keen, unhampered, beneficent, 23 kindly,
Firm, secure, tranquil, all-powerful, all-seeing,
And pervading all spirits, though they be intelligent, pure and very subtle.
24 For Wisdom is mobile beyond all motion, and she penetrates and pervades all things by
reason of her purity.
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25 For she is an aura of the might of God and a pure effusion of the glory of the Almighty;
therefore nought that is sullied enters into her.
26 For she is the refulgence of eternal light, the spotless mirror of the power of God, the image
of his goodness.
27 And she, who is one, can do all things, and renews everything while herself perduring;
And passing into holy souls from age to age, she produces friends of God and prophets.
28 For there is nought God loves, be it not one who dwells with Wisdom.
29 For she is fairer than the sun and surpasses every constellation of the stars.
Compared to light, she takes precedence; 30 for that, indeed, night supplants, but wickedness
prevails not over Wisdom.
Wis. 8
1 Indeed, she reaches from end to end mightily and governs all things well.
Solomon Sought Wisdom, the Source of Blessings
2 Her I loved and sought after from my youth;
I sought to take her for my bride and was enamored of her beauty.
3 She adds to nobility the splendor of companionship with God; even the LORD of all loved her.
4 For she is instructress in the understanding of God, the selector of his works.
5 And if riches be a desirable possession in life, what is more rich than Wisdom, who produces
all things?
6 And if prudence renders service, who in the world is a better craftsman than she?
7 Or if one loves justice, the fruits of her works are virtues;
For she teaches moderation and prudence, justice and fortitude, and nothing in life is more useful
for men than these.
8 Or again, if one yearns for copious learning, she knows the things of old, and infers those yet to
come.
She understands the turns of phrases and the solutions of riddles; signs and wonders she knows
in advance and the outcome of times and ages.
Solomon Sought Wisdom on His Counselor and Comfort
9 So I determined to take her to live with me, knowing that she would be my counselor while all
was well, and my comfort in care and grief.
10 For her sake I should have glory among the masses, and esteem from the elders, though I be
but a youth.
11 I should become keen in judgment, and should be a marvel before rulers.
12 They would abide my silence and attend my utterance; and as I spoke on further, they would
place their hands upon their mouths.
13 For her sake I should have immortality and leave to those after me an everlasting memory.
14 I should govern peoples, and nations would be my subjects- 15 terrible princes, hearing of
me, would be afraid; in the assembly I should appear noble, and in war courageous.
16 Within my dwelling, I should take my repose beside her;
For association with her involves no bitterness and living with her no grief, but rather joy and
gladness.
Solomon Realizes That Wisdom is a Gift of God
17 Thinking thus within myself, and reflecting in my heart
That there is immortality in kinship with Wisdom, 18 and good pleasure in her friendship, and
unfailing riches in the works of her hands,
And that in frequenting her society there is prudence, and fair renown in sharing her discourses,
I went about seeking to take her for my own.
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19 Now, I was a well-favored child, and I came by a noble nature; 20 or rather, being noble, I
attained an unsullied body.
21 And knowing that I could not otherwise possess her except God gave it—and this, too, was
prudence, to know whose is the gift—
I went to the LORD and besought him, and said with all my heart:
Wis. 9
Solomon’s Prayer
1 God of my fathers, LORD of mercy. you who have made all things by your word
2 And in your wisdom have established man to rule the creatures produced by you,
3 To govern the world in holiness and justice, and to render judgment in integrity of heart:
4 Give me Wisdom, the attendant at your throne, and reject me not from among your children;
5 For I am your servant, the son of your handmaid, a man weak and short-lived and lacking in
comprehension of judgment and of laws.
6 Indeed, though one be perfect among the sons of men, if Wisdom, who comes from you, be not
with him, he shall be held in no esteem.
7 You have chosen me king over your people and magistrate for your sons and daughters.
8 You have bid me build a temple on your holy mountain and an altar in the city that is your
dwelling place, a copy of the holy tabernacle which you had established from of old.
9 Now with you is Wisdom, who knows your works and was present when you made the world;
Who understands what is pleasing in your eyes and what is conformable with your commands.
10 Send her forth from your holy heavens and from your glorious throne dispatch her
That she may be with me and work with me, that I may know what is your pleasure.
11 For she knows and understands all things, and will guide me discreetly in my affairs and
safeguard me by her glory;
12 Thus my deeds will be acceptable, and I shall judge your people justly and be worthy of my
father’s throne.
13 For what man knows God’s counsel, or who can conceive what our LORD intends?
14 For the deliberations of mortals are timid, and unsure are our plans.
15 For the corruptible body burdens the soul and the earthen shelter weighs down the mind that
has many concerns.
16 And scarce do we guess the things on earth, and what is within our grasp we find with
difficulty; but when things are in heaven, who can search them out?
17 Or who ever knew your counsel, except you had given Wisdom and sent your holy spirit from
on high?
18 And thus were the paths of those on earth made straight, and men learned what was your
pleasure, and were saved by Wisdom.
Wis. 10
Wisdom Preserves Her Followers
1 She preserved the first-formed father of the world when he alone had been created;
And she raised him up from his fall, 2 and gave him power to rule all things.
3 But when the unjust man withdrew from her in his anger, he perished through his fratricidal
wrath.
4 When on his account the earth was flooded, Wisdom again saved it, piloting the just man on
frailest wood.
5 She, when the nations were sunk in universal wickedness, knew the just man, kept him
blameless before God, and preserved him resolute against pity for his child.
6 She delivered the just man from among the wicked who were being destroyed, when he fled as
fire descended upon Pentapolis—
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7 Where as a testimony to its wickedness, there yet remain a smoking desert,
Plants bearing fruit that never ripens, and the tomb of a disbelieving soul, a standing pillar of
salt.
8 For those who forsook Wisdom first were bereft of knowledge of the right,
And then they left mankind a memorial of their folly— so that they could not even be hidden in
their fall.
9 But Wisdom delivered from tribulations those who served her.
10 She, when the just man fled from his brother’s anger, guided him in direct ways,
Showed him the kingdom of God and gave him knowledge of holy things;
She prospered him in his labors and made abundant the fruit of his works,
11 Stood by him against the greed of his defrauders, and enriched him;
12 She preserved him from foes, and secured him against ambush,
And she gave him the prize for his stern struggle that he might know that devotion to God is
mightier than all else.
13 She did not abandon the just man when he was sold, but delivered him from sin.
14 She went down with him into the dungeon, and did not desert him in his bonds,
Until she brought him the scepter of royalty and authority over his oppressors,
Showed those who had defamed him false, and gave him eternal glory.
15 The holy people and blameless race—it was she who delivered them from the nation that
oppressed them.
16 She entered the soul of the LORD’S servant, and withstood fearsome kings with signs and
portents; 17 she gave the holy ones the recompense of their labors,
Conducted them by a wondrous road, and became a shelter for them by day and a starry flame by
night.
18 She took them across the Red Sea and brought them through the deep waters—
19 But their enemies she overwhelmed, and cast them up from the bottom of the depths.
20 Therefore the just despoiled the wicked; and they sang, O LORD, your holy name
21 Because Wisdom opened the mouths of the dumb, and gave ready speech to infants.
Wis. 11
1 She made their affairs prosper through the holy prophet.
III. SPECIAL PROVIDENCE OF GOD DURING THE EXODUS
Introduction
2 They journeyed through the uninhabited desert, and in solitudes they pitched their tents; 3 they
withstood enemies and took vengeance on their foes.
4 When they thirsted, they called upon you, and water was given them from the sheer rock,
assuagement for their thirst from the hard stone.
5 For by the things through which their foes were punished they in their need were benefited.
First Example: Water Punishes the Egyptians and Benefits the Israelites
6 Instead of a spring, when the perennial river was troubled with impure blood 7 as a rebuke to
the decree for the slaying of infants,
You gave them abundant water in an unhoped-for way, 8 once you had shown by the thirst they
then had how you punished their adversaries.
9 For when they had been tried, though only mildly chastised, they recognized how the wicked,
condemned in anger, were being tormented. 10 the latter you tested, admonishing them as a
father; the former as a stern king you probed and condemned.
11 Both those afar off and those close by were afflicted:
12 For a twofold grief took hold of them and a groaning at the remembrance of the ones who had
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departed.
13 For when they heard that the cause of their own torments was a benefit to these others, they
recognized the Lord.
14 Him who of old had been cast out in exposure they indeed mockingly rejected;
but in the end of events, they marveled at him, since their thirst proved unlike that of the just.
Second Example: Animals Punish the Egyptians and Benefit the Israelites
15 And in return for their senseless, wicked thoughts, which misled them into worshiping dumb
serpents and worthless insects,
You sent upon them swarms of dumb creatures for vengeance; 16 that they might recognize that
a man is punished by the very things through which he sins.
Digression on God’s Mercy
17 For not without means was your almighty hand, that had fashioned the universe from formless
matter, to send upon them a drove of bears or fierce lions,
18 Or new-created, wrathful, unknown beasts to breathe forth fiery breath,
Or pour out roaring smoke, or flash terrible sparks from their eyes.
19 Not only could these attack and completely destroy them; even their frightful appearance
itself could slay.
20 Even without these, they could have been killed at a single blast, pursued by retribution and
winnowed out by your mighty spirit;
But you have disposed all things by measure and number and weight.
21 For with you great strength abides always; who can resist the might of your arm?
22 Indeed, before you the whole universe is as a grain from a balance, or a drop of morning dew
come down upon the earth.
23 But you have mercy on all, because you can do all things; and you overlook the sins of men
that they may repent.
24 For you love all things that are and loathe nothing that you have made; for what you hated,
you would not have fashioned.
25 And how could a thing remain, unless you willed it; or be preserved, had it not been called
forth by you?
26 But you spare all things, because they are yours, O LORD and lover of souls,
Wis. 12
1 for your imperishable spirit is in all things!
2 Therefore you rebuke offenders little by little, warn them, and remind them of the sins they are
committing, that they may abandon their wickedness and believe in you, O LORD!
3 For truly, the ancient inhabitants of your holy land, 4 whom you hated for deeds most
odious—
Works of witchcraft and impious sacrifices; 5 a cannibal feast of human flesh and of blood, from
the midst of...—
These merciless murderers of children, 6 and parents who took with their own hands defenseless
lives,
You willed to destroy by the hands of our fathers, 7 that the land that is dearest of all to you
might receive a worthy colony of God’s children.
8 But even these, as they were men, you spared, and sent wasps as forerunners of your army that
they might exterminate them by degrees.
9 Not that you were without power to have the wicked vanquished in battle by the just, or wiped
out at once by terrible beasts or by one decisive word;
10 But condemning them bit by bit, you gave them space for repentance.
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You were not unaware that their race was wicked and their malice ingrained,
And that their dispositions would never change; 11 for they were a race accursed from the
beginning.
Neither out of fear for anyone did you grant amnesty for their sins.
12 For who can say to you, “What have you done?” or who can oppose your decree?
Or when peoples perish, who can challenge you, their maker; or who can come into your
presence as vindicator of unjust men?
13 For neither is there any god besides you who have the care of all, that you need show you
have not unjustly condemned;
14 Nor can any king or prince confront you on behalf of those you have punished.
15 But as you are just, you govern all things justly; you regard it as unworthy of your power to
punish one who has incurred no blame.
16 For your might is the source of justice; your mastery over all things makes you lenient to all.
17 For you show your might when the perfection of your power is disbelieved; and in those who
know you, you rebuke temerity.
18 But though you are master of might, you judge with clemency, and with much lenience you
govern us; for power, whenever you will, attends you.
19 And you taught your people, by these deeds, that those who are just must be kind;
And you gave your sons good ground for hope that you would permit repentance for their sins.
20 For these were enemies of your servants, doomed to death; yet, while you punished them with
such solicitude and pleading, granting time and opportunity to abandon wickedness,
21 With what exactitude you judged your sons, to whose fathers you gave the sworn covenants
of goodly promises!
22 Us, therefore, you chastise and our enemies with a thousand blows you punish, that we may
think earnestly of your goodness when we judge, and, when being judged, may look for mercy.
Second Example Resumed
23 Hence those unjust also, who lived a life of folly, you tormented through their own
abominations.
24 For they went far astray in the paths of error, taking for gods the worthless and disgusting
among beasts, deceived like senseless infants.
25 Therefore as though upon unreasoning children, you sent your judgment on them as a
mockery;
26 But they who took no heed of punishment which was but child’s play were to experience a
condemnation worthy of God.
27 For in the things through which they suffered distress, since they were tortured by the very
things they deemed gods,
They saw and recognized the true God whom before they had refused to know; with this, their
final condemnation came upon them.
Digression on False Worship
Wis. 13
A. NATURE WORSHIP
1 For all men were by nature foolish who were in ignorance of God, and who from the good
things seen did not succeed in knowing him who is, and from studying the works did not discern
the artisan;
2 But either fire, or wind, or the swift air, or the circuit of the stars, or the mighty water, or the
luminaries of heaven, the governors of the world, they considered gods.
3 Now if out of joy in their beauty they thought them gods, let them know how far more
excellent is the Lord than these; for the original source of beauty fashioned them.
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4 Or if they were struck by their might and energy, let them from these things realize how much
more powerful is he who made them.
5 For from the greatness and the beauty of created things their original author, by analogy, is
seen.
6 But yet, for these the blame is less;
For they indeed have gone astray perhaps, though they seek God and wish to find him.
7 For they search busily among his works, but are distracted by what they see, because the things
seen are fair.
8 But again, not even these are pardonable.
9 For if they so far succeeded in knowledge that they could speculate about the world, how did
they not more quickly find its LORD?
B. IDOLATRY
10 But doomed are they, and in dead things are their hopes, who termed gods things made by
human hands:
Gold and silver, the product of art, and likenesses of beasts, or useless stone, the work of an
ancient hand.
The Carpenter and Wooden Idols
11 A carpenter may saw out a suitable tree and skillfully scrape off all its bark,
And deftly plying his art, produce something fit for daily use, 12 and use up the refuse from his
handiwork in preparing his food, and have his fill;
13 Then the good-for-nothing refuse from these remnants, crooked wood grown full of knots, he
takes and carves to occupy his spare time.
This wood he models with listless skill, and patterns it on the image of a man 14 or makes it
resemble some worthless beast.
When he has daubed it with red and crimsoned its surface with red stain, and daubed over every
blemish in it,
15 He makes a fitting shrine for it and puts it on the wall, fastening it with a nail.
16 Thus lest it fall down he provides for it, knowing that it cannot help itself; for, truly, it is an
image and needs help.
17 But when he prays about his goods or marriage or children, he is not ashamed to address the
thing without a soul.
And for vigor he invokes the powerless; 18 and for life he entreats the dead;
And for aid he beseeches the wholly incompetent, and about travel, something that cannot even
walk.
19 And for profit in business and success with his hands he asks facility of a thing with hands
completely inert.
Wis. 14
1 Again, one preparing for a voyage and about to traverse the wild waves cries out to wood more
unsound than the boat that bears him.
2 For the urge for profits devised this latter, and Wisdom the artificer produced it.
3 But your providence, O Father! guides it, for you have furnished even in the sea a road, and
through the waves a steady path,
4 Showing that you can save from any danger, so that even one without skill may embark.
5 But you will that the products of your Wisdom be not idle; therefore men trust their lives even
to frailest wood, and have been safe crossing the surge on a raft.
6 For of old, when the proud giants were being destroyed, the hope of the universe, who took
refuge on a raft, left to the world a future for his race, under the guidance of your hand.
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7 For blest is the wood through which justice comes about; 8 but the handmade idol is accursed,
and its maker as well: he for having produced it, and it, because though corruptible, it was
termed a god.
9 Equally odious to God are the evildoer and his evil deed; 10 and the thing made shall be
punished with its contriver.
11 Therefore upon even the idols of the nations shall a visitation come, since they have become
abominable amid God’s works,
Snares for the souls of men and a trap for the feet of the senseless.
The Origin and Evils of Idolatry
12 For the source of wantoness is the devising of idols; and their invention was a corruption of
life.
13 For in the beginning they were not, nor shall they continue forever; 14 for by the vanity of
men they came into the world, and therefore a sudden end is devised for them.
15 For a father, afflicted with untimely mourning, made an image of the child so quickly taken
from him,
And now honored as a god what was formerly a dead man and handed down to his subjects
mysteries and sacrifices.
16 Then, in time, the impious practice gained strength and was observed as law, and graven
things were worshiped by princely decrees.
17 Men who lived so far away that they could not honor him in his presence copied the
appearance of the distant king
And made a public image of him they wished to honor, out of zeal to flatter him when absent, as
though present.
18 And to promote this observance among those to whom it was strange, the artisan’s ambition
provided a stimulus.
19 For he, mayhap in his determination to please the ruler, labored over the likeness to the best
of his skill;
20 And the masses, drawn by the charm of the workmanship, soon thought he should be
worshiped who shortly before was honored as a man.
21 And this became a snare for mankind, that men enslaved to either grief or tyranny conferred
the incommunicable Name on stocks and stones.
22 Then it was not enough for them to err in their knowledge of God; but even though they live
in a great war of ignorance, they call such evils peace.
23 For while they celebrate either child-slaying sacrifices or clandestine mysteries, or frenzied
carousals in unheard-of rites,
24 They no longer safeguard either lives or pure wedlock; but each either waylays and kills his
neighbor, or aggrieves him by adultery.
25 And all is confusion-blood and murder, theft and guile, corruption, faithlessness, turmoil,
perjury,
26 Disturbance of good men, neglect of gratitude, besmirching of souls, unnatural lust, disorder
in marriage, adultery and shamelessness.
27 For the worship of infamous idols is the reason and source and extremity of all evil.
28 For they either go mad with enjoyment, or prophesy lies, or live lawlessly or lightly forswear
themselves.
29 For as their trust is in soulless idols, they expect no harm when they have sworn falsely.
30 But on both counts shall justice overtake them: because they thought ill of God and devoted
themselves to idols, and because they deliberately swore false oaths, despising piety.
31 For not the might of those that are sworn by but the retribution of sinners ever follows upon
the transgression of the wicked.
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Wis. 15
1 But you, our God, are good and true, slow to anger, and governing all with mercy.
2 For even if we sin, we are yours, and know your might; but we will not sin, knowing that we
belong to you.
3 For to know you well is complete justice, and to know your might is the root of immortality.
4 For neither did the evil creation of men’s fancy deceive us, nor the fruitless labor of painters,
A form smeared with varied colors, 5 the sight of which arouses yearning in the senseless man,
till he longs for the inanimate form of a dead image.
6 Lovers of evil things, and worthy of such hopes are they who make them and long for them and
worship them.
The Potter’s Clay Idols
7 For truly the potter, laboriously working the soft earth, molds for our service each several
article:
Both the vessels that serve for clean purposes and their opposites, all alike;
As to what shall be the use of each vessel of either class the worker in clay is the judge.
8 And with misspent toil he molds a meaningless god from the selfsame clay; though he himself
shortly before was made from the earth
And after a little, is to go whence he was taken, when the life that was lent him is demanded
back.
9 But his concern is not that he is to die nor that his span of life is brief;
Rather, he vies with goldsmiths and silversmiths and emulates molders of bronze, and takes pride
in modeling counterfeits.
10 Ashes his heart is! more worthless than earth is his hope, and more ignoble than clay his life;
11 Because he knew not the one who fashioned him, and breathed into him a quickening soul,
and infused a vital spirit.
12 Instead, he esteemed our life a plaything, and our span of life a holiday for gain;
“For one must,” says he, “make profit every way, be it even out of evil.”
13 For this man more than any knows that he is sinning, when out of earthen stuff he creates
fragile vessels and idols alike.
14 But all quite senseless, and worse than childish in mind, are the enemies of your people who
enslaved them.
15 For they esteemed all the idols of the nations gods, which have no use of the eyes for vision,
nor nostrils to snuff the air,
Nor ears to hear, nor fingers on their hands for feeling; even their feet are useless to walk with.
16 For a man made them; one whose spirit has been lent him fashioned them.
For no man succeeds in fashioning a god like himself; 17 being mortal, he makes a dead thing
with his lawless hands.
For he is better than the things he worships; he at least lives, but never they.
Second Example Resumed
18 And besides, they worship the most loathsome beasts—for compared as to folly, these are
worse than the rest,
19 Nor for their looks are they good or desirable beasts, but they have escaped both the approval
of God and his blessing.
Wis. 16
1 Therefore they were fittingly punished by similar creatures, and were tormented by a swarm of
insects.
2 Instead of this punishment, you benefited your people with a novel dish, the delight they
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craved, by providing quail for their food;
3 That those others, when they desired food, since the creatures sent to plague them were so
loathsome, should be turned from even the craving of necessities,
While these, after a brief period of privation, partook of a novel dish.
4 For upon those oppressors, inexorable want had to come; but these needed only be shown how
their enemies were being tormented.
5 For when the dire venom of beasts came upon them and they were dying from the bite of
crooked serpents, your anger endured not to the end.
6 But as a warning, for a short time they were terrorized, though they had a sign of salvation, to
remind them of the precept of your law.
7 For he who turned toward it was saved, not by what he saw, but by you, the savior of all.
8 And by this also you convinced our foes that you are he who delivers from all evil.
9 For the bites of locusts and of flies slew them, and no remedy was found to save their lives
because they deserved to be punished by such means;
10 But not even the fangs of poisonous reptiles overcame your sons, for your mercy brought the
antidote to heal them.
11 For as a reminder of your injunctions, they were stung, and swiftly they were saved,
Lest they should fall into deep forgetfulness and become unresponsive to your beneficence.
12 For indeed, neither herb nor application cured them, but your all-healing word, O LORD!
13 For you have dominion over life and death; you lead down to the gates of the nether world,
and lead back.
14 Man, however, slays in his malice, but when the spirit has come away, it does not return, nor
can he bring back the soul once it is confined.
15 But your hand none can escape.
Third Example: A Rain of Manna for Israel Instrad of the Plague of Storms
16 For the wicked who refused to know you were punished by the might of your arm,
Pursued by unwonted rains and hailstorms and unremitting downpours, and consumed by fire.
17 For against all expectation, in water which quenches anything, the fire grew more active;
For the universe fights on behalf of the just.
18 For now the flame was tempered so that the beasts might not be burnt up that were sent upon
the wicked, but that these might see and know they were struck by the judgment of God;
19 And again, even in the water, fire blazed beyond its strength so as to consume the produce of
the wicked land.
20 Instead of this, you nourished your people with food of angels and furnished them bread from
heaven, ready to hand, untoiled-for, endowed with all delights and conforming to every taste.
21 For this substance of yours revealed your sweetness toward your children, and serving the
desire of him who received it, was blended to whatever flavor each one wished.
22 Yet snow and ice withstood fire and were not melted, that they might know that their
enemies’ fruits
Were consumed by a fire that blazed in the hail and flashed lightning in the rain.
23 But this fire, again, that the just might be nourished, forgot even its proper strength;
24 For your creation, serving you, its maker, grows tense for punishment against the wicked, but
is relaxed in benefit for those who trust in you.
25 Therefore at that very time, transformed in all sorts of ways, it was serving your allnourishing bounty according to what they needed and desired;
26 That your sons whom you loved might learn, O LORD, that it is not the various kinds of fruits
that nourish man, but it is your word that preserves those who believe you!
27 For what was not destroyed by fire, when merely warmed by a momentary sunbeam, melted;
28 So that men might know that one must give you thanks before the sunrise, and turn to you at
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daybreak.
29 For the hope of the ingrate melts like a wintry frost and runs off like useless water.
Wis. 17
Fourth Example: Darkness Affilcts the Egyptians, While the Israelites Have Light
1 For great are your judgments, and hardly to be described; therefore the unruly souls were
wrong.
2 For when the lawless thought to enslave the holy nation, shackled with darkness, fettered by
the long night, they lay confined beneath their own roofs as exiles from the eternal providence.
3 For they who supposed their secret sins were hid under the dark veil of oblivion
Were scattered in fearful trembling, terrified by apparitions.
4 For not even their inner chambers kept them fearless, for crashing sounds on all sides terrified
them, and mute phantoms with somber looks appeared.
5 No force, even of fire, was able to give light, nor did the flaming brilliance of the stars succeed
in lighting up that gloomy night.
6 But only intermittent, fearful fires flashed through upon them;
And in their terror they thought beholding these was worse than the times when that sight was no
longer to be seen.
7 And mockeries of the magic art were in readiness, and a jeering reproof of their vaunted
shrewdness.
8 For they who undertook to banish fears and terrors from the sick soul themselves sickened with
a ridiculous fear.
9 For even though no monstrous thing frightened them, they shook at the passing of insects and
the hissing of reptiles,
10 And perished trembling, reluctant to face even the air that they could nowhere escape.
11 For wickedness, of its nature cowardly, testifies in its own condemnation, and because of a
distressed conscience, always magnifies misfortunes.
12 For fear is nought but the surrender of the helps that come from reason; 13 and the more one’s
expectation is of itself uncertain, the more one makes of not knowing the cause that brings on
torment.
14 So they, during that night, powerless though it was, that had come upon them from the
recesses of a powerless nether world, while all sleeping the same sleep,
15 Were partly smitten by fearsome apparitions and partly stricken by their souls’ surrender; for
fear came upon them, sudden and unexpected.
16 Thus, then, whoever was there fell into that unbarred prison and was kept confined.
17 For whether one was a farmer, or a shepherd, or a worker at tasks in the wasteland,
Taken unawares, he served out the inescapable sentence; 18 for all were bound by the one bond
of darkness.
And were it only the whistling wind, or the melodious song of birds in the spreading branches,
Or the steady sound of rushing water, 19 or the rude crash of overthrown rocks,
Or the unseen gallop of bounding animals, or the roaring cry of the fiercest beasts,
Or an echo resounding from the hollow of the hills, these sounds, inspiring terror, paralyzed
them.
20 For the whole world shone with brilliant light and continued its works without interruption;
21 Over them alone was spread oppressive night, an image of the darkness that next should come
upon them; yet they were to themselves more burdensome than the darkness.
Wis. 18
1 But your holy ones had very great light;
And those others, who heard their voices but did not see their forms, since now they themselves
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had suffered, called them blest;
2 And because they who formerly had been wronged did not harm them, they thanked them,
and pleaded with them, for the sake of the difference between them.
3 Instead of this, you furnished the flaming pillar which was a guide on the unknown way, and
the mild sun for an honorable migration.
4 For those deserved to be deprived of light and imprisoned by darkness, who had kept your sons
confined through whom the imperishable light of the law was to be given to the world.
Fifth Example: Death of the Egyptian First-born; the Israelites Are Spared
5 When they determined to put to death the infants of the holy ones, and when a single boy had
been cast forth but saved,
As a reproof you carried off their multitude of sons and made them perish all at once in the
mighty water.
6 That night was known beforehand to our fathers, that, with sure knowledge of the oaths in
which they put their faith, they might have courage.
7 Your people awaited the salvation of the just and the destruction of their foes.
8 For when you punished our adversaries, in this you glorified us whom you had summoned.
9 For in secret the holy children of the good were offering sacrifice and putting into effect with
one accord the divine institution,
That your holy ones should share alike the same good things and dangers, having previously
sung the praises of the fathers.
10 But the discordant cry of their enemies responded, and the piteous wail of mourning for
children was borne to them.
11 And the slave was smitten with the same retribution as his master; even the plebeian suffered
the same as the king.
12 And all alike by a single death had countless dead;
For the living were not even sufficient for the burial, since at a single instant their nobler
offspring were destroyed.
13 For though they disbelieved at every turn on account of sorceries, at the destruction of the
first-born they acknowledged that the people was God’s son.
14 For when peaceful stillness compassed everything and the night in its swift course was half
spent,
15 Your all-powerful word from heaven’s royal throne bounded, a fierce warrior, into the
doomed land, 16 bearing the sharp sword of your inexorable decree.
And as he alighted, he filled every place with death; he still reached to heaven, while he stood
upon the earth.
17 Then, forthwith, visions in horrible dreams perturbed them and unexpected fears assailed
them;
18 And cast half-dead, one here, another there, each was revealing the reason for his dying.
19 For the dreams that disturbed them had proclaimed this beforehand, lest they perish unaware
of why they suffered ill.
20 But the trial of death touched at one time even the just, and in the desert a plague struck the
multitude;
Yet not for long did the anger last.
21 For the blameless man hastened to be their champion, bearing the weapon of his special
office, prayer and the propitiation of incense;
He withstood the wrath and put a stop to the calamity, showing that he was your servant.
22 And he overcame the bitterness not by bodily strength, not by force of arms;
But by word he overcame the smiter, recalling the sworn covenants with their fathers.
23 For when corpses had already fallen one on another in heaps, he stood in the midst and
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checked the anger, and cut off the way to the living.
24 For on his full-length robe was the whole world, and the glories of the fathers were carved in
four rows upon the stones, and your grandeur was on the crown upon his head.
25 To these names the destroyer yielded, and these he feared; for the mere trial of anger was
enough.
Wis. 19
1 But the wicked, merciless wrath assailed until the end.
For he knew beforehand what they were yet to do:
2 That though they themselves had agreed to the departure and had anxiously sent them on their
way, they would regret it and pursue them.
3 For while they were still engaged in funeral rites and were mourning at the burials of the dead,
They adopted another senseless plan; and those whom they had sent away with entreaty, they
pursued as fugitives.
4 For a compulsion suited to this ending drew them on, and made them forgetful of what had
befallen them,
That they might fill out the torments of their punishment, 5 and your people might experience a
glorious journey while those others met an extraordinary death.
6 For all creation, in its several kinds, was being made over anew, serving its natural laws, that
your children might be preserved unharmed.
7 The cloud overshadowed their camp; and out of what had before been water, dry land was seen
emerging:
Out of the Red Sea an unimpeded road, and a grassy plain out of the mighty flood.
8 Over this crossed the whole nation sheltered by your hand, after they beheld stupendous
wonders.
9 For they ranged about like horses, and bounded about like lambs, praising you, O LORD! their
deliverer.
10 For they were still mindful of what had happened in their sojourn: how instead of the young
of animals the land brought forth gnats, and instead of fishes the river swarmed with countless
frogs.
11 And later they saw also a new kind of bird when, prompted by desire, they asked for pleasant
foods;
12 For to appease them quail came to them from the sea.
13 And the punishments came upon the sinners only after forewarnings from the violence of the
thunderbolts.
For they justly suffered for their own misdeeds, since indeed they treated their guests with the
more grievous hatred.
14 For those others did not receive unfamiliar visitors, but these were enslaving beneficent
guests.
15 And not that only; but what punishment was to be theirs since they received strangers
unwillingly!
16 Yet these, after welcoming them with festivities, oppressed with awful toils those who now
shared with them the same rights.
17 And they were struck with blindness, as those others had been at the portals of the justWhen, surrounded by yawning darkness, each sought the entrance of his own gate.
18 For the elements, in variable harmony among themselves, like strings of the harp, produce
new melody, while the flow of music steadily persists.
And this can be perceived exactly from a review of what took place.
19 For land creatures were changed into water creatures, and those that swam went over on to the
land.
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20 Fire in water maintained its own strength, and water forgot its quenching nature;
21 Flames, by contrast, neither consumed the flesh of the perishable animals that went about in
them, nor melted the icelike, quick-melting kind of ambrosial food.
22 For every way, O LORD! you magnified and glorified your people; unfailing, you stood by
them in every time and circumstance.
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SIRACH
(ECCLESIASTICUS)
FORWARD
Many important truths have been handed down to us through the law, the prophets, and the
later authors; and for these the instruction and wisdom of Israel merit praise. Now, those who are
familiar with these truths must not only understand them themselves but, as lovers of wisdom, be
able, in speech and in writing, to help others less familiar. Such a one was my grandfather, Jesus,
who, having devoted himself for a long time to the diligent study of the law, the prophets, and
the rest of the books of our ancestors, and having developed a thorough familiarity with them,
was moved to write something himself in the nature of instruction and wisdom, in order that
those who love wisdom might, by acquainting themselves with what he too had written, make
even greater progress in living in conformity with the divine law.
You therefore are now invited to read it in a spirit of attentive good will, with indulgence for
any apparent failure on our part, despite earnest efforts, in the interpretation of particular
passages. For words spoken originally in Hebrew are not as effective when they are translated
into another language. That is true not only of this book but of the law itself, the prophets and the
rest of the books, which differ no little when they are read in the original.
I arrived in Egypt in the thirty-eighth year of the reign of King Euergetes, and while there, I
found a reproduction of our valuable teaching. I therefore considered myself in duty bound to
devote some diligence and industry to the translation of this book. Many sleepless hours of close
application have I devoted in the interval to finishing the book for publication, for the benefit of
those living abroad who wish to acquire wisdom and are disposed to live their lives according to
the standards of the law.
THE WISDOM OF SIRACH
Sir. 1
Praise of Wisdom
1 All wisdom comes from the LORD and with him it remains forever.
2 The sand of the seashore, the drops of rain, the days of eternity: who can number these?
3 Heaven’s height, earth’s breadth, the depths of the abyss: who can explore these?
4 Before all things else wisdom was created; and prudent understanding, from eternity.
5 To whom has wisdom’s root been revealed?
Who knows her subtleties?
6 There is but one, wise and truly awe-inspiring, seated upon his throne:
7 It is the LORD; he created her, has seen her and taken note of her.
8 He has poured her forth upon all his works, upon every living thing according to his bounty; he
has lavished her upon his friends.
9 Fear of the LORD is glory and splendor, gladness and a festive crown.
10 Fear of the LORD warms the heart, giving gladness and joy and length of days.
11 He who fears the LORD will have a happy end; even on the day of his death he will be
blessed.
12 The beginning of wisdom is fear of the LORD, which is formed with the faithful in the womb.
13 With devoted men was she created from of old, and with their children her beneficence
abides.
14 Fullness of wisdom is fear of the LORD; she inebriates men with her fruits.
15 Her entire house she fills with choice foods, her granaries with her harvest.
16 Wisdom’s garland is fear of the LORD, with blossoms of peace and perfect health.
17 Knowledge and full understanding she showers down; she heightens the glory of those who
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possess her.
18 The root of wisdom is fear of the LORD; her branches are length of days.
19 One cannot justify unjust anger; anger plunges a man to his downfall.
20 A patient man need stand firm but for a time, and then contentment comes back to him.
21 For a while he holds back his words, then the lips of many herald his wisdom.
22 Among wisdom’s treasures is the paragon of prudence; but fear of the LORD is an
abomination to the sinner.
23 If you desire wisdom, keep the commandments, and the LORD will bestow her upon you;
24 For fear of the LORD is wisdom and culture; loyal humility is his delight.
25 Be not faithless to the fear of the LORD, nor approach it with duplicity of heart.
26 Play not the hypocrite before men; over your lips keep watch.
27 Exalt not yourself lest you fall and bring upon you dishonor;
28 For then the LORD will reveal your secrets and publicly cast you down,
29 Because you approached the fear of the LORD with your heart full of guile.
Sir. 2
Duties Toward God
1 My son, when you come to serve the LORD, prepare yourself for trials.
2 Be sincere of heart and steadfast, undisturbed in time of adversity.
3 Cling to him, forsake him not; thus will your future be great.
4 Accept whatever befalls you, in crushing misfortune be patient;
5 For in fire gold is tested, and worthy men in the crucible of humiliation.
6 Trust God and he will help you; make straight your ways and hope in him.
7 You who fear the LORD, wait for his mercy, turn not away lest you fall.
8 You who fear the LORD, trust him, and your reward will not be lost.
9 You who fear the LORD, hope for good things, for lasting joy and mercy.
10 Study the generations long past and understand; has anyone hoped in the LORD and been
disappointed?
Has anyone persevered in his fear and been forsaken? has anyone called upon him and been
rebuffed?
11 Compassionate and merciful is the LORD; he forgives sins, he saves in time of trouble.
12 Woe to craven hearts and drooping hands, to the sinner who treads a double path!
13 Woe to the faint of heart who trust not, who therefore will have no shelter!
14 Woe to you who have lost hope! what will you do at the visitation of the LORD?
15 Those who fear the LORD disobey not his words; those who love him keep his ways.
16 Those who fear the LORD seek to please him, those who love him are filled with his law.
17 Those who fear the LORD prepare their hearts and humble themselves before him.
18 Let us fall into the hands of the LORD and not into the hands of men,
For equal to his majesty is the mercy that he shows.
Sir. 3
Duties Toward Parents
1 Children, pay heed to a father’s right; do so that you may live.
2 For the LORD sets a father in honor over his children; a mother’s authority he confirms over
her sons.
3 He who honors his father atones for sins; 4 he stores up riches who reveres his mother.
5 He who honors his father is gladdened by children, and when he prays he is heard.
6 He who reveres his father will live a long life; he obeys the LORD who brings comfort to his
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mother.
7 He who fears the LORD honors his father, and serves his parents as rulers.
8 In word and deed honor your father that his blessing may come upon you;
9 For a father’s blessing gives a family firm roots, but a mother’s curse uproots the growing
plant.
10 Glory not in your father’s shame, for his shame is no glory to you!
11 His father’s honor is a man’s glory; disgrace for her children, a mother’s shame.
12 My son, take care of your father when he is old; grieve him not as long as he lives.
13 Even if his mind fail, be considerate with him; revile him not in the fullness of your strength.
14 For kindness to a father will not be forgotten, it will serve as a sin offering—it will take
lasting root.
15 In time of tribulation it will be recalled to your advantage, like warmth upon frost it will melt
away your sins.
16 A blasphemer is he who despises his father; accursed of his Creator, he who angers his
mother.
Humility
17 My son, conduct your affairs with humility, and you will be loved more than a giver of gifts.
18 Humble yourself the more, the greater you are, and you will find favor with God.
19 For great is the power of God; by the humble he is glorified.
20 What is too sublime for you, seek not, into things beyond your strength search not.
21 What is committed to you, attend to; for what is hidden is not your concern.
22 With what is too much for you meddle not, when shown things beyond human understanding.
23 Their own opinion has misled many, and false reasoning unbalanced their judgment.
24 Where the pupil of the eye is missing, there is no light, and where there is no knowledge,
there is no wisdom.
25 A stubborn man will fare badly in the end, and he who loves danger will perish in it.
26 A stubborn man will be burdened with sorrow; a sinner will heap sin upon sin.
27 For the affliction of the proud man there is no cure; he is the offshoot of an evil plant.
28 The mind of a sage appreciates proverbs, and an attentive ear is the wise man’s joy.
29 Water quenches a flaming fire, and alms atone for sins.
30 He who does a kindness is remembered afterward; when he falls, he finds a support.
Sir. 4
1 My son, rob not the poor man of his livelihood; force not the eyes of the needy to turn away.
2 A hungry man grieve not, a needy man anger not;
3 Do not exasperate the downtrodden; delay not to give to the needy.
4 A beggar in distress do not reject; avert not your face from the poor.
5 From the needy turn not your eyes, give no man reason to curse you;
6 For if in the bitterness of his soul he curse you, his Creator will hear his prayer.
7 Endear yourself to the assembly; before a ruler bow your head.
8 Give a hearing to the poor man, and return his greeting with courtesy;
9 Deliver the oppressed from the hand of the oppressor; let not justice be repugnant to you.
10 To the fatherless be as a father, and help their mother as a husband would;
Thus will you be like a son to the Most High, and he will be more tender to you than a mother.
The Rewards of Wisdom
11 Wisdom instructs her children and admonishes those who seek her.
12 He who loves her loves life; those who seek her out win her favor.
13 He who holds her fast inherits glory; wherever he dwells, the LORD bestows blessings.
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14 Those who serve her serve the Holy One; those who love her the LORD loves.
15 He who obeys her judges nations; he who hearkens to her dwells in her inmost chambers.
16 If one trusts her, he will possess her; his descendants too will inherit her.
17 She walks with him as a stranger, and at first she puts him to the test;
Fear and dread she brings upon him and tries him with her discipline;
With her precepts she puts him to the proof, until his heart is fully with her.
18 Then she comes back to bring him happiness and reveal her secrets to him.
19 But if he fails her, she will abandon him and deliver him into the hands of despoilers.
Sincerity and Justice
20 Use your time well; guard yourself from evil, and bring upon yourself no shame.
21 There is a sense of shame laden with guilt, and a shame that merits honor and respect.
22 Show no favoritism to your own discredit; let no one intimidate you to your own downfall.
23 Refrain not from speaking at the proper time, and hide not away your wisdom;
24 For it is through speech that wisdom becomes known, and knowledge through the tongue’s
rejoinder.
25 Never gainsay the truth, and struggle not against the rushing stream.
26 Be not ashamed to acknowledge your guilt, but of your ignorance rather be ashamed.
27 Do not abase yourself before an impious man, nor refuse to do so before rulers.
28 Even to the death fight for truth, and the LORD your God will battle for you.
29 Be not surly in your speech, nor lazy and slack in your deeds.
30 Be not a lion at home, nor sly and suspicious at work.
31 Let not your hand be open to receive and clenched when it is time to give.
Sir. 5
Against Presumption
1 Rely not on your wealth; say not: “I have the power.”
2 Rely not on your strength in following the desires of your heart.
3 Say not: “Who can prevail against me?” for the LORD will exact the punishment.
4 Say not: “I have sinned, yet what has befallen me?” for the LORD bides his time.
5 Of forgiveness be not overconfident, adding sin upon sin.
6 Say not: “Great is his mercy; my many sins he will forgive.”
7 For mercy and anger alike are with him; upon the wicked alights his wrath.
8 Delay not your conversion to the LORD, put it not off from day to day;
9 For suddenly his wrath flames forth; at the time of vengeance, you will be destroyed.
10 Rely not upon deceitful wealth, for it will be no help on the day of wrath.
Sincerity in Speech
11 Winnow not in every wind, and start not off in every direction.
12 Be consistent in your thoughts; steadfast be your words.
13 Be swift to hear, but slow to answer.
14 If you have the knowledge, answer your neighbor; if not, put your hand over your mouth.
15 Honor and dishonor through talking!
A man’s tongue can be his downfall.
16 Be not called a detractor; use not your tongue for calumny;
17 For shame has been created for the thief, and the reproach of his neighbor for the doubletongued.
Sir. 6
1 Say nothing harmful, small or great; be not a foe instead of a friend;
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A bad name and disgrace will you acquire: “That for the evil man with double tongue!”
2 Fall not into the grip of desire, lest, like fire, it consume your strength;
3 Your leaves it will eat, your fruits destroy, and you will be left a dry tree,
4 For contumacious desire destroys its owner and makes him the sport of his enemies.
True Friendship
5 A kind mouth multiplies friends, and gracious lips prompt friendly greetings.
6 Let your acquaintances be many, but one in a thousand your confidant.
7 When you gain a friend, first test him, and be not too ready to trust him
8 For one sort of friend is a friend when it suits him, but he will not be with you in time of
distress.
9 Another is a friend who becomes an enemy, and tells of the quarrel to your shame.
10 Another is a friend, a boon companion, who will not be with you when sorrow comes.
11 When things go well, he is your other self, and lords it over your servants;
12 But if you are brought low, he turns against you and avoids meeting you.
13 Keep away from your enemies; be on your guard with your friends.
14 A faithful friend is a sturdy shelter; he who finds one finds a treasure.
15 A faithful friend is beyond price, no sum can balance his worth.
16 A faithful friend is a life-saving remedy, such as he who fears God finds;
17 For he who fears God behaves accordingly, and his friend will be like himself.
Blessings of Wisdom
18 My son, from your youth embrace discipline; thus will you find wisdom with graying hair.
19 As though plowing and sowing, draw close to her; then await her bountiful crops.
20 For in cultivating her you will labor but little, and soon you will eat of her fruits.
21 How irksome she is to the unruly!
The fool cannot abide her.
22 She will be like a burdensome stone to test him, and he will not delay in casting her aside.
23 For discipline is like her name, she is not accessible to many.
24 Listen, my son, and heed my advice; refuse not my counsel.
25 Put your feet into her fetters, and your neck under her yoke.
26 Stoop your shoulders and carry her and be not irked at her bonds.
27 With all your soul draw close to her; with all your strength keep her ways.
28 Search her out, discover her; seek her and you will find her.
Then when you have her, do not let her go;
29 Thus will you afterward find rest in her, and she will become your joy.
30 Her fetters will be your throne of majesty; her bonds, your purple cord.
31 You will wear her as your robe of glory, bear her as your splendid crown.
32 My son, if you wish, you can be taught; if you apply yourself, you will be shrewd.
33 If you are willing to listen, you will learn; if you give heed, you will be wise.
34 Frequent the company of the elders; whoever is wise, stay close to him.
35 Be eager to hear every godly discourse; let no wise saying escape you.
36 If you see a man of prudence, seek him out; let your feet wear away his doorstep!
37 Reflect on the precepts of the LORD, let his commandments be your constant meditation;
Then he will enlighten your mind, and the wisdom you desire he will grant.
Sir. 7
Conduct in Public Life
1 Do no evil, and evil will not overtake you; 2 avoid wickedness, and it will turn aside from you.
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3 Sow not in the furrows of injustice, lest you harvest it sevenfold.
4 Seek not from the LORD authority, nor from the king a place of honor.
5 Parade not your justice before the Lord, and before the king flaunt not your wisdom.
6 Seek not to become a judge if you have not strength to root out crime,
Or you will show favor to the ruler and mar your integrity.
7 Be guilty of no evil before the city’s populace, nor disgrace yourself before the assembly.
8 Do not plot to repeat a sin; not even for one will you go unpunished.
9 Say not: “He will appreciate my many gifts; the Most High will accept my offerings.”
10 Be not impatient in prayers, and neglect not the giving of alms.
11 Laugh not at an embittered man; be mindful of him who exalts and humbles.
12 Plot no mischief against your brother, nor against your friend and companion.
13 Delight not in telling lie after lie, for it never results in good.
14 Thrust not yourself into the deliberations of princes, and repeat not the words of your prayer.
15 Hate not laborious tasks, nor farming, which was ordained by the Most High.
16 Do not esteem yourself better than your fellows; remember, his wrath will not delay.
17 More and more, humble your pride; what awaits man is worms.
Duties of Family Life, Religion and Charity
18 Barter not a friend for money, nor a dear brother for the gold of Ophir.
19 Dismiss not a sensible wife; a gracious wife is more precious than corals.
20 Mistreat not a servant who faithfully serves, nor a laborer who devotes himself to his task.
21 Let a wise servant be dear to you as your own self; refuse him not his freedom.
22 If you have livestock, look after them; if they are dependable, keep them.
23 If you have sons, chastise them; bend their necks from childhood.
24 If you have daughters, keep them chaste, and be not indulgent to them.
25 Giving your daughter in marriage ends a great task; but give her to a worthy man.
26 If you have a wife, let her not seem odious to you; but where there is ill-feeling, trust her not.
27 With your whole heart honor your father; your mother’s birthpangs forget not.
28 Remember, of these parents you were born; what can you give them for all they gave you?
29 With all your soul, fear God, revere his priests.
30 With all your strength, love your Creator, forsake not his ministers.
31 Honor God and respect the priest; give him his portion as you have been commanded:
First fruits and contributions, due sacrifices and holy offerings.
32 To the poor man also extend your hand, that your blessing may be complete;
33 Be generous to all the living, and withhold not your kindness from the dead.
34 Avoid not those who weep, but mourn with those who mourn;
35 Neglect not to visit the sick— for these things you will be loved.
36 In whatever you do, remember your last days, and you will never sin.
Sir. 8
Prudence in Dealing with Other Men
1 Contend not with an influential man, lest you fall into his power.
2 Quarrel not with a rich man, lest he pay out the price of your downfall;
For gold has dazzled many, and perverts the character of princes.
3 Dispute not with a man of railing speech, heap no wood upon his fire.
4 Be not too familiar with an unruly man, lest he speak ill of your forebears.
5 Shame not a repentant sinner; remember, we all are guilty.
6 Insult no man when he is old, for some of us, too, will grow old.
7 Rejoice not when a man dies; remember, we are all to die.
8 Spurn not the discourse of the wise, but acquaint yourself with their proverbs;
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From them you will acquire the training to serve in the presence of princes.
9 Reject not the tradition of old men which they have learned from their fathers;
From it you will obtain the knowledge how to answer in time of need.
10 Kindle not the coals of a sinner, lest you be consumed in his flaming fire.
11 Let not the impious man intimidate you; it will set him in ambush against you.
12 Lend not to one more powerful than yourself; and whatever you lend, count it as lost.
13 Go not surety beyond your means; think any pledge a debt you must pay.
14 Contend not at law with a judge, for he will settle it according to his whim.
15 Travel not with a ruthless man, lest he weigh you down with calamity;
For he will go his own way straight, and through his folly you will perish with him.
16 Provoke no quarrel with a quick-tempered man, nor ride with him through the desert,
For bloodshed is nothing to him; when there is no one to help you, he will destroy you.
17 Take no counsel with a fool, for he can keep nothing to himself.
18 Before a stranger do nothing that should be kept secret, for you know not what it will
engender.
19 Open your heart to no man, and banish not your happiness.
Sir. 9
Advice Concerning Women
1 Be not jealous of the wife of your bosom, lest you teach her to do evil against you.
2 Give no woman power over you to trample upon your dignity.
3 Be not intimate with a strange woman, lest you fall into her snares.
4 With a singing girl be not familiar, lest you be caught in her wiles.
5 Entertain no thoughts against a virgin, lest you be enmeshed in damages for her.
6 Give not yourself to harlots, lest you surrender your inheritance.
7 Gaze not about the lanes of the city and wander not through its squares;
8 Avert your eyes from a comely woman; gaze not upon the beauty of another’s wife—
Through woman’s beauty many perish, for lust for it burns like fire.
9 With a married woman dine not, recline not at table to drink by her side,
Lest your heart be drawn to her and you go down in blood to the grave.
Choice of Friends
10 Discard not an old friend, for the new one cannot equal him.
A new friend is like new wine which you drink with pleasure only when it has aged.
11 Envy not a sinner’s fame, for you know not what disaster awaits him.
12 Rejoice not at a proud man’s success; remember he will not reach death unpunished.
13 Keep far from the man who has power to kill, and you will not be filled with the dread of
death.
But if you approach him, offend him not, lest he take away your life;
Know that you are stepping among snares and walking over a net.
14 As best you can, take your neighbors’ measure, and associate with the wise.
15 With the learned be intimate; let all your conversation be about the law of the LORD.
16 Have just men for your table companions; in the fear of God be your glory.
Concerning Rulers
17 Skilled artisans are esteemed for their deftness; but the ruler of his people is the skilled sage.
18 Feared in the city is the man of railing speech, and he who talks rashly is hated.
Sir. 10
1 A wise magistrate lends stability to his people, and the government of a prudent man is well
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ordered.
2 As the people’s judge, so are his ministers; as the head of a city, its inhabitants.
3 A wanton king destroys his people, but a city grows through the wisdom of its princes.
4 Sovereignty over the earth is in the hand of God, who raises up on it the man of the hour;
5 Sovereignty over every man is in the hand of God, who imparts his majesty to the ruler.
The Sin of Pride
6 No matter the wrong, do no violence to your neighbor, and do not walk the path of arrogance.
7 Odious to the LORD and to men is arrogance, and the sin of oppression they both hate.
8 Dominion is transferred from one people to another because of the violence of the arrogant.
9 Why are dust and ashes proud? even during life man’s body decays;
10 A slight illness—the doctor jests, a king today—tomorrow he is dead.
11 When a man dies, he inherits corruption; worms and gnats and maggots.
12 The beginning of pride is man’s stubbornness in withdrawing his heart from his Maker;
13 For pride is the reservoir of sin, a source which runs over with vice;
Because of it God sends unheard-of afflictions and brings men to utter ruin.
14 The thrones of the arrogant God overturns and establishes the lowly in their stead.
15 The roots of the proud God plucks up, to plant the humble in their place:
16 He breaks down their stem to the level of the ground, then digs their roots from the earth.
17 The traces of the proud God sweeps away and effaces the memory of them from the earth.
18 Insolence is not allotted to a man, nor stubborn anger to one born of woman.
True Glory
19 Whose offspring can be in honor? Those of men.
Which offspring are in honor? Those who fear God.
Whose offspring can be in disgrace? Those of men.
Which offspring are in disgrace? Those who transgress the commandments.
20 Among brethren their leader is in honor; he who fears God is in honor among his people.
21 Be it tenant or wayfarer, alien or pauper, his glory is the fear of the LORD.
22 It is not just to despise a man who is wise but poor, nor proper to honor any sinner.
23 The prince, the ruler, the judge are in honor; but none is greater than he who fears God.
24 When free men serve a prudent slave, the wise man does not complain.
25 Flaunt not your wisdom in managing your affairs, and boast not in your time of need.
26 Better the worker who has plenty of everything than the boaster who is without bread.
27 My son, with humility have self-esteem; prize yourself as you deserve.
28 Who will acquit him who condemns himself? who will honor him who discredits himself?
29 The poor man is honored for his wisdom as the rich man is honored for his wealth;
30 Honored in poverty, how much more so in wealth!
Dishonored in wealth, in poverty how much the more!
Sir. 11
1 The poor man’s wisdom lifts his head high and sets him among princes.
2 Praise not a man for his looks; despise not a man for his appearance.
3 Least is the bee among winged things, but she reaps the choicest of all harvests.
4 Mock not the worn cloak and jibe at no man’s bitter day:
For strange are the works of the LORD, hidden from men his deeds.
5 The oppressed often rise to a throne, and some that none would consider wear a crown.
6 The exalted often fall into utter disgrace; the honored are given into enemy hands.
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Moderation
7 Before investigating, find no fault; examine first, then criticize.
8 Before hearing, answer not, and interrupt no one in the middle of his speech.
9 Dispute not about what is not your concern; in the strife of the arrogant take no part.
10 My son, why increase your cares, since he who is avid for wealth will not be blameless?
Even if you run after it, you will never overtake it; however you seek it, you will not find it.
11 One may toil and struggle and drive, and fall short all the more.
12 Another goes his way a weakling and a failure, with little strength and great misery—
Yet the eyes of the LORD look favorably upon him; he raises him free of the vile dust,
13 Lifts up his head and exalts him to the amazement of the many.
14 Good and evil, life and death, poverty and riches, are from the LORD.
15 Wisdom and understanding and knowledge of affairs, love and virtuous paths are from the
LORD.
16 Error and darkness were formed with sinners from their birth, and evil grows old with
evildoers.
17 The LORD’S gift remains with the just; his favor brings continued success.
18 A man may become rich through a miser’s life, and this is his allotted reward:
19 When he says: “I have found rest, now I will feast on my possessions,”
He does not know how long it will be till he dies and leaves them to others.
20 My son, hold fast to your duty, busy yourself with it, grow old while doing your task.
21 Admire not how sinners live, but trust in the LORD and wait for his light;
For it is easy with the LORD suddenly, in an instant, to make a poor man rich.
22 God’s blessing is the lot of the just man, and in due time his hopes bear fruit.
23 Say not: “What do I need? What further pleasure can be mine?”
24 Say not: “I am independent. What harm can come to me now?”
25 The day of prosperity makes one forget adversity; the day of adversity makes one forget
prosperity.
26 For it is easy with the LORD on the day of death to repay man according to his deeds.
27 A moment’s affliction brings forgetfulness of past delights; when a man dies, his life is
revealed.
28 Call no man happy before his death, for by how he ends, a man is known.
Care in Choosing Friends
29 Bring not every man into your house, for many are the snares of the crafty one;
30 Though he seem like a bird confined in a cage, yet like a spy he will pick out the weak spots.
31 The talebearer turns good into evil; with a spark he sets many coals afire.
32 The evil man lies in wait for blood, and plots against your choicest possessions.
33 Avoid a wicked man, for he breeds only evil, lest you incur a lasting stain.
34 Lodge a stranger with you, and he will subvert your course, and make a stranger of you to
your own household.
Sir. 12
1 If you do good, know for whom you are doing it, and your kindness will have its effect.
2 Do good to the just man and reward will be yours, if not from him, from the LORD.
3 No good comes to him who gives comfort to the wicked, nor is it an act of mercy that he does.
4 Give to the good man, refuse the sinner; refresh the downtrodden, give nothing to the proud
man.
5 No arms for combat should you give him, lest he use them against yourself;
6 With twofold evil you will meet for every good deed you do for him.
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7 The Most High himself hates sinners, and upon the wicked he takes vengeance.
8 In our prosperity we cannot know our friends; in adversity an enemy will not remain
concealed.
9 When a man is successful even his enemy is friendly; in adversity even his friend disappears.
10 Never trust your enemy, for his wickedness is like corrosion in bronze.
11 Even though he acts humbly and peaceably toward you, take care to be on your guard against
him.
Rub him as one polishes a brazen mirror, and you will find that there is still corrosion.
12 Let him not stand near you, lest he oust you and take your place.
Let him not sit at your right hand, lest he then demand your seat,
And in the end you appreciate my advice, when you groan with regret, as I warned you.
13 Who pities a snake charmer when he is bitten, or anyone who goes near a wild beast?
14 So is it with the companion of the proud man, who is involved in his sins:
15 While you stand firm, he makes no bold move; but if you slip, he cannot hold back.
16 With his lips an enemy speaks sweetly, but in his heart he schemes to plunge you into the
abyss.
Though your enemy has tears in his eyes, if given the chance, he will never have enough of your
blood.
17 If evil comes upon you, you will find him at hand; feigning to help, he will trip you up,
18 Then he will nod his head and clap his hands and hiss repeatedly, and show his true face.
Sir. 13
Caution Regarding Associates
1 He who touches pitch blackens his hand; he who associates with an impious man learns his
ways.
2 Bear no burden too heavy for you; go with no one greater or wealthier than yourself.
How can the earthen pot go with the metal cauldron?
When they knock together, the pot will be smashed:
3 The rich man does wrong and boasts of it, the poor man is wronged and begs forgiveness.
4 As long as the rich man can use you he will enslave you, but when you are exhausted, he will
abandon you.
5 As long as you have anything he will speak fair words to you, and with smiles he will win your
confidence;
6 When he needs something from you he will cajole you, then without regret he will impoverish
you.
7 While it serves his purpose he will beguile you, then twice or three times he will terrify you;
When later he sees you he will pass you by, and shake his head over you.
8 Guard against being presumptuous; be not as those who lack sense.
9 When invited by a man of influence, keep your distance; then he will urge you all the more.
10 Be not bold with him lest you be rebuffed, but keep not too far away lest you be forgotten.
11 Engage not freely in discussion with him, trust not his many words;
For by prolonged talk he will test you, and though smiling he will probe you.
12 Mercilessly he will make of you a laughingstock, and will not refrain from injury or chains.
13 Be on your guard and take care never to accompany men of violence.
14 Every living thing loves its own kind, every man a man like himself.
15 Every being is drawn to its own kind; with his own kind every man associates.
16 Is a wolf ever allied with a lamb?
So it is with the sinner and the just.
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17 Can there be peace between the hyena and the dog?
Or between the rich and the poor can there be peace?
18 Lion’s prey are the wild asses of the desert; so too the poor are feeding grounds for the rich.
19 A proud man abhors lowliness; so does the rich man abhor the poor.
20 When a rich man stumbles he is supported by a friend; when a poor man trips he is pushed
down by a friend.
21 Many are the supporters for a rich man when he speaks; though what he says is odious, it
wins approval.
When a poor man speaks they make sport of him; he speaks wisely and no attention is paid him.
22 A rich man speaks and all are silent, his wisdom they extol to the clouds.
A poor man speaks and they say: “Who is that?”
If he slips they cast him down.
23 Wealth is good when there is no sin; but poverty is evil by the standards of the proud.
24 The heart of a man changes his countenance, either for good or for evil.
25 The sign of a good heart is a cheerful countenance; withdrawn and perplexed is the laborious
schemer.
Sir. 14
1 Happy the man whose mouth brings him no grief, who is not stung by remorse for sin.
2 Happy the man whose conscience does not reproach him, who has not lost hope.
The Use of Wealth
3 Wealth ill becomes the mean man; and to the miser, of what use is gold?
4 What he denies himself he collects for others, and in his possessions a stranger will revel.
5 To whom will he be generous who is stingy with himself and does not enjoy what is his own?
6 None is more stingy than he who is stingy with himself; he punishes his own miserliness.
7 If ever he is generous, it is by mistake; and in the end he displays his greed.
8 In the miser’s opinion his share is too small; 9 he refuses his neighbor and brings ruin on
himself.
10 The miser’s eye is rapacious for bread, but on his own table he sets it stale.
11 My son, use freely whatever you have and enjoy it as best you can;
12 Remember that death does not tarry, nor have you been told the grave’s appointed time.
13 Before you die, be good to your friend, and give him a share in what you possess.
14 Deprive not yourself of present good things, let no choice portion escape you.
15 Will you not leave your riches to others, and your earnings to be divided by lot?
16 Give, take, and treat yourself well, for in the nether world there are no joys to seek.
17 All flesh grows old, like a garment; the age-old law is: All must die.
18 As with the leaves that grow on a vigorous tree: one falls off and another sprouts—
So with the generations of flesh and blood: one dies and another is born.
19 All man’s works will perish in decay, and his handiwork will follow after him.
The Search for Wisdon and its Blessings
20 Happy the man who meditates on wisdom, and reflects on knowledge;
21 Who ponders her ways in his heart, and understands her paths;
22 Who pursues her like a scout, and lies in wait at her entry way;
23 Who peeps through her windows, and listens at her doors;
24 Who encamps near her house, and fastens his tent pegs next to her walls;
25 Who pitches his tent beside her, and lives as her welcome neighbor;
26 Who builds his nest in her leafage, and lodges in her branches;
27 Who takes shelter with her from the heat, and dwells in her home.
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Sir. 15
1 He who fears the LORD will do this; he who is practiced in the law will come to wisdom.
2 Motherlike she will meet him, like a young bride she will embrace him,
3 Nourish him with the bread of understanding, and give him the water of learning to drink.
4 He will lean upon her and not fall, he will trust in her and not be put to shame.
5 She will exalt him above his fellows; in the assembly she will make him eloquent.
6 Joy and gladness he will find, an everlasting name inherit.
7 Worthless men will not attain to her, haughty men will not behold her.
8 Far from the impious is she, not to be spoken of by liars.
9 Unseemly is praise on a sinner’s lips, for it is not accorded to him by God.
10 But praise is offered by the wise man’s tongue; its rightful steward will proclaim it.
Man’s Free Will
11 Say not: “It was God’s doing that I fell away”; for what he hates he does not do.
12 Say not: “It was he who set me astray”; for he has no need of wicked man.
13 Abominable wickedness the LORD hates, he does not let it befall those who fear him.
14 When God, in the beginning, created man, he made him subject to his own free choice.
15 If you choose you can keep the commandments; it is loyalty to do his will.
16 There are set before you fire and water; to whichever you choose, stretch forth your hand.
17 Before man are life and death, whichever he chooses shall be given him.
18 Immense is the wisdom of the LORD; he is mighty in power, and all-seeing.
19 The eyes of God see all he has made; he understands man’s every deed.
20 No man does he command to sin, to none does he give strength for lies.
Sir. 16
God’s Punishment of Sinners
1 Desire not a brood of worthless children, nor rejoice in wicked offspring.
2 Many though they be, exult not in them if they have not the fear of the LORD.
3 Count not on their length of life, have no hope in their future.
For one can be better than a thousand; rather die childless than have godless children!
4 Through one wise man can a city be peopled; through a clan of rebels it becomes desolate.
5 Many such things has my eye seen, even more than these has my ear heard.
6 Against a sinful band fire is enkindled, upon a godless people wrath flames out.
7 He forgave not the leaders of old who rebelled long ago in their might;
8 He spared not the neighbors of Lot whom he detested for their pride;
9 Nor did he spare the doomed people who were uprooted because of their sin;
10 Nor the six hundred thousand foot soldiers who perished for the impiety of their hearts.
11 And had there been but one stiffnecked man, it were a wonder had he gone unpunished.
For mercy and anger alike are with him who remits and forgives, though on the wicked alights
his wrath.
12 Great as his mercy is his punishment; he judges men, each according to his deeds.
13 A criminal does not escape with his plunder; a just man’s hope God does not leave
unfulfilled.
14 Whoever does good has his reward, which each receives according to his deeds.
15 Say not: “I am hidden from God; in heaven who remembers me?
Among so many people I cannot be known; what am I in the world of spirits?
16 Behold, the heavens, the heaven of heavens, the earth and the abyss tremble at his visitation;
17 The roots of the mountains, the earth’s foundations, at his mere glance, quiver and quake.
18 Of me, therefore, he will take no thought; with my ways who will concern himself?
19 If I sin, no eye will see me; if all in secret I am disloyal, who is to know?
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20 Who tells him of just deeds and what could I expect for doing my duty?”
21 Such are the thoughts of senseless men, which only the foolish knave will think.
Divine Wisdom Seen in Creation
22 Hearken to me, my son, take my advice, apply your mind to my words,
23 While I propose measured wisdom, and impart accurate knowledge.
24 When at the first God created his works and, as he made them, assigned their tasks,
25 He ordered for all time what they were to do and their domains from generation to generation.
They were not to hunger, nor grow weary, nor ever cease from their tasks.
26 Not one should ever crowd its neighbor, nor should they ever disobey his word.
27 Then the LORD looked upon the earth, and filled it with his blessings.
28 Its surface he covered with all manner of life which must return into it again.
Sir. 17
1 The LORD from the earth created man, and in his own image he made him.
2 Limited days of life he gives him and makes him return to earth again.
3 He endows man with a strength of his own, and with power over all things else on earth.
4 He puts the fear of him in all flesh, and gives him rule over beasts and birds.
5 He forms men’s tongues and eyes and ears, and imparts to them an understanding heart.
6 With wisdom and knowledge he fills them; good and evil he shows them.
7 He looks with favor upon their hearts, and shows them his glorious works,
8 That they may describe the wonders of his deeds and praise his holy name.
9 He has set before them knowledge, a law of life as their inheritance;
10 An everlasting covenant he has made with them, his commandments he has revealed to them.
11 His majestic glory their eyes beheld, his glorious voice their ears heard.
12 He says to them, “Avoid all evil”; each of them he gives precepts about his fellow men.
13 Their ways are ever known to him, they cannot be hidden from his eyes.
14 Over every nation he places a ruler, but the LORD’S own portion is Israel.
15 All their actions are clear as the sun to him, his eyes are ever upon their ways.
16 Their wickedness cannot be hidden from him; all of their sins are before the LORD.
17 A man’s goodness God cherishes like a signet ring, a man’s virtue, like the apple of his eye.
18 Later he will rise up and repay them, and requite each one of them as they deserve.
Appeal for a Return to God
19 But to the penitent he provides a way back, he encourages those who are losing hope!
20 Return to the LORD and give up sin, pray to him and make your offenses few.
21 Turn again to the Most High and away from sin, hate intensely what he loathes;
22 Who in the nether world can glorify the Most High in place of the living who offer their
praise?
23 No more can the dead give praise than those who have never lived; they glorify the LORD
who are alive and well.
24 How great the mercy of the LORD, his forgiveness of those who return to him!
25 The like cannot be found in men, for not immortal is any son of man.
26 Is anything brighter than the sun? Yet it can be eclipsed.
How obscure then the thoughts of flesh and blood!
27 God watches over the hosts of highest heaven, while all men are dust and ashes.
Sir. 18
The Divine Power and Mercy
1 The Eternal is the judge of all things without exception; the LORD alone is just.
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2 Whom has he made equal to describing his works, and who can probe his mighty deeds?
3 Who can measure his majestic power, or exhaust the tale of his mercies?
4 One cannot lessen, nor increase, nor penetrate the wonders of the LORD.
5 When a man ends he is only beginning, and when he stops he is still bewildered.
6 What is man, of what worth is he? the good, the evil in him, what are these?
7 The sum of a man’s days is great if it reaches a hundred years:
8 Like a drop of sea water, like a grain of sand, so are these few years among the days of
eternity.
9 That is why the LORD is patient with men and showers upon them his mercy.
10 He sees and understands that their death is grievous, and so he forgives them all the more.
11 Man may be merciful to his fellow man, but the LORD’S mercy reaches all flesh,
12 Reproving, admonishing, teaching, as a shepherd guides his flock;
13 Merciful to those who accept his guidance, who are diligent in his precepts.
The Necessity of Prudence
14 My son, to your charity add no reproach, nor spoil any gift by harsh words.
15 Like dew that abates a burning wind, so does a word improve a gift.
16 Sometimes the word means more than the gift; both are offered by a kindly man.
17 Only a fool upbraids before giving; a grudging gift wears out the expectant eyes.
18 Be informed before speaking; before sickness prepare the cure.
19 Before you are judged, seek merit for yourself, and at the time of visitation you will have a
ransom.
20 Before you have fallen, humble yourself; when you have sinned, show repentance.
21 Delay not to forsake sins, neglect it not till you are in distress.
22 Let nothing prevent the prompt payment of your vows; wait not to fulfill them when you are
dying.
23 Before making a vow have the means to fulfill it; be not one who tries the LORD.
24 Think of wrath and the day of death, the time of vengeance when he will hide his face.
25 Remember the time of hunger in the time of plenty, poverty and want in the day of wealth.
26 Between morning and evening the weather changes; before the LORD all things are fleeting.
27 A wise man is circumspect in all things; when sin is rife he keeps himself from wrongdoing.
28 Any learned man should make wisdom known, and he who attains to her should declare her
praise;
29 Those trained in her words must show their wisdom, dispensing sound proverbs like lifegiving waters.
Self-Control
30 Go not after your lusts, but keep your desires in check.
31 If you satisfy your lustful appetites they will make you the sport of your enemies.
32 Have no joy in the pleasures of a moment which bring on poverty redoubled;
33 Become not a glutton and a winebibber with nothing in your purse.
Sir. 19
1 He who does so grows no richer; he who wastes the little he has will be stripped bare.
2 Wine and women make the mind giddy, and the companion of harlots becomes reckless.
3 Rottenness and worms will possess him, for contumacious desire destroys its owner.
4 He who lightly trusts in them has no sense, and he who strays after them sins against his own
life.
The Proper Use of Speech
5 He who gloats over evil will meet with evil, and he who repeats an evil report has no sense.
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6 Never repeat gossip, and you will not be reviled.
7 Tell nothing to friend or foe; if you have a fault, reveal it not,
8 For he who hears it will hold it against you, and in time become your enemy.
9 Let anything you hear die within you; be assured it will not make you burst.
10 When a fool hears something, he is in labor, like a woman giving birth to a child.
11 Like an arrow lodged in a man’s thigh is gossip in the breast of a fool.
12 Admonish your friend—he may not have done it; and if he did, that he may not do it again.
13 Admonish your neighbor—he may not have said it; and if he did, that he may not say it again.
14 Admonish your friend—often it may be slander; every story you must not believe.
15 Then, too, a man can slip and not mean it; who has not sinned with his tongue?
16 Admonish your neighbor before you break with him; thus will you fulfill the law of the Most
High.
How to Recognize True Wisdom
17 All wisdom is fear of the LORD; perfect wisdom is the fulfillment of the law.
18 The knowledge of wickedness is not wisdom, nor is there prudence in the counsel of sinners.
19 There is a shrewdness that is detestable, while the simple man may be free from sin.
20 There are those with little understanding who fear God, and those of great intelligence who
violate the law.
21 There is a shrewdness keen but dishonest, which by duplicity wins a judgment.
22 There is the wicked man who is bowed in grief, but is full of guile within;
23 He bows his head and feigns not to hear, but when not observed, he will take advantage of
you:
24 Even though his lack of strength keeps him from sinning, when he finds the opportunity, he
will do harm.
25 One can tell a man by his appearance; a wise man is known as such when first met.
26 A man’s attire, his hearty laughter and his gait, proclaim him for what he is.
Sir. 20
Conduct of the Wise and the Foolish
1 An admonition can be inopportune, and a man may be wise to hold his peace.
2 It is much better to admonish than to lose one’s temper, for one who admits his fault will be
kept from disgrace.
3 Like a eunuch lusting for intimacy with a maiden is he who does right under compulsion.
4 One man is silent and is thought wise, another is talkative and is disliked.
5 One man is silent because he has nothing to say; another is silent, biding his time.
6 A wise man is silent till the right time comes, but a boasting fool ignores the proper time.
7 He who talks too much is detested; he who pretends to authority is hated.
8 Some misfortunes bring success; some things gained are a man’s loss.
9 Some gifts do one no good, and some must be paid back double.
10 Humiliation can follow fame, while from obscurity a man can lift up his head.
11 A man may buy much for little, but pay for it seven times over.
12 A wise man makes himself popular by a few words, but fools pour forth their blandishments
in vain.
13 A gift from a rogue will do you no good, for in his eyes his one gift is equal to seven.
14 He gives little and criticizes often, and like a crier he shouts aloud.
He lends today, he asks it back tomorrow; hateful indeed is such a man.
15 A fool has no friends, nor thanks for his generosity;
16 Those who eat his bread have an evil tongue.
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How many times they laugh him to scorn!
17 A fall to the ground is less sudden than a slip of the tongue; that is why the downfall of the
wicked comes so quickly.
18 Insipid food is the untimely tale; the unruly are always ready to offer it.
19 A proverb when spoken by a fool is unwelcome, for he does not utter it at the proper time.
20 A man through want may be unable to sin, yet in this tranquility he cannot rest.
21 One may lose his life through shame, and perish through a fool’s intimidation.
22 A man makes a promise to a friend out of shame, and has him for his enemy needlessly.
23 A lie is a foul blot in a man, yet it is constantly on the lips of the unruly.
24 Better a thief than an inveterate liar, yet both will suffer disgrace;
25 A liar’s way leads to dishonor, his shame remains ever with him.
26 A wise man advances himself by his words, a prudent man pleases the great.
27 He who works his land has abundant crops, he who pleases the great is pardoned his faults.
28 Favors and gifts blind the eyes; like a muzzle over the mouth they silence reproof.
29 Hidden wisdom and unseen treasure— of what value is either?
30 Better the man who hides his folly than the one who hides his wisdom.
Sir. 21
Sin Must Be Avoided
1 My son, if you have sinned, do so no more, and for your past sins pray to be forgiven.
2 Flee from sin as from a serpent. that will bite you if you go near it;
Its teeth are lion’s teeth, destroying the souls of men.
3 Every offense is a two-edged sword; when it cuts, there can be no healing.
4 Violence and arrogance wipe out wealth; so too a proud man’s home is destroyed.
5 Prayer from a poor man’s lips is heard at once, and justice is quickly granted him.
6 He who hates correction walks the sinner’s path, but he who fears the LORD repents in his
heart.
7 Widely known is the boastful speaker but the wise man knows his own faults.
8 He who builds his house with another’s money is collecting stones for his funeral mound.
9 A band of criminals is like a bundle of tow; they will end in a flaming fire.
10 The path of sinners is smooth stones that end in the depths of the nether world.
The Wise and the Foolish Differ
11 He who keeps the law controls his impulses; he who is perfect in fear of the LORD has
wisdom.
12 He can never be taught who is not shrewd, but one form of shrewdness is thoroughly bitter.
13 A wise man’s knowledge wells up in a flood, and his counsel, like a living spring;
14 A fool’s mind is like a broken jar— no knowledge at all can it hold.
15 When an intelligent man hears words of wisdom, he approves them and adds to them;
The wanton hears them with scorn and casts them behind his back.
16 A fool’s chatter is like a load on a journey, but there is charm to be found upon the lips of the
wise.
17 The views of a prudent man are sought in an assembly, and his words are considered with
care.
18 Like a house in ruins is wisdom to a fool; the stupid man knows it only as inscrutable words.
19 Like fetters on the legs is learning to a fool, like a manacle on his right hand.
20 A fool raises his voice in laughter, but the prudent man at the most smiles gently.
21 Like a chain of gold is learning to a wise man, like a bracelet on his right arm.
22 The fool steps boldly into a house, while the well-bred man remains outside;
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23 A boor peeps through the doorway of a house, but a cultured man keeps his glance cast down.
24 It is rude for one to listen at a door; a cultured man would be overwhelmed by the disgrace of
it.
25 The lips of the impious talk of what is not their concern, but the words of the prudent are
carefully weighed.
26 Fools’ thoughts are in their mouths, wise men’s words are in their hearts.
27 When a godless man curses his adversary he really curses himself.
28 A slanderer besmirches himself, and is hated by his neighbors.
Sir. 22
On Laziness and Foolishness
1 The sluggard is like a stone in the mud; everyone hisses at his disgrace.
2 The sluggard is like a lump of dung; whoever touches him wipes his hands.
3 An unruly child is a disgrace to its father; if it be a daughter she brings him to poverty.
4 A thoughtful daughter becomes a treasure to her husband, a shameless one is her father’s grief.
5 A hussy shames her father and her husband; by both she is despised.
6 Like a song in time of mourning is inopportune talk, but lashes and discipline are at all times
wisdom.
7 Teaching a fool is like gluing a broken pot, or like disturbing a man in the depths of sleep;
8 He talks with a slumberer who talks with a fool, for when it is over, he will say, “What was
that?”
9 Weep over the dead man, for his light has gone out; weep over the fool, for sense has left him.
10 Weep but a little over the dead man, for he is at rest; but worse than death is the life of a fool.
11 Seven days of mourning for the dead, but for the wicked fool a whole lifetime.
12 Speak but seldom with the stupid man, be not the companion of a brute;
13 Beware of him lest you have trouble and be spattered when he shakes himself;
Turn away from him and you will find rest and not be wearied by his lack of sense.
14 What is heavier than lead, and what is its name but “Fool”?
15 Sand and salt and an iron mass are easier to bear than a stupid man.
16 Masonry bonded with wooden beams is not loosened by an earthquake;
Neither is a resolve constructed with careful deliberation shaken in a moment of fear.
17 A resolve that is backed by prudent understanding is like the polished surface of a smooth
wall.
18 Small stones lying on an open height will not remain when the wind blows;
Neither can a timid resolve based on foolish plans withstand fear of any kind.
The Preservation of Friendship
19 One who jabs the eye brings tears: he who pierces the heart bares its feelings.
20 He who throws stones at birds drives them away, and he who insults a friend breaks up the
friendship.
21 Should you draw a sword against a friend, despair not, it can be undone.
22 Should you speak sharply to a friend, fear not, you can be reconciled.
But a contemptuous insult, a confidence broken, or a treacherous attack will drive away any
friend.
23 Make fast friends with a man while he is poor; thus will you enjoy his prosperity with him.
In time of trouble remain true to him, so as to share in his inheritance when it comes.
24 Before flames burst forth an oven smokes; so does abuse come before bloodshed.
25 From a friend in need of support no one need hide in shame;
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26 But from him who brings harm to his friend all will stand aloof who hear of it.
Prayer
27 Who will set a guard over my mouth, and upon my lips an effective seal,
That I may not fail through them, that my tongue may not destroy me?
Sir. 23
1 LORD, Father and Master of my life, permit me not to fall by them!
2 Who will apply the lash to my thoughts, to my mind the rod of discipline,
That my failings may not be spared, nor the sins of my heart overlooked;
3 Lest my failings increase, and my sins be multiplied;
Lest I succumb to my foes, and my enemy rejoice over me?
4 LORD, Father and God of my life, abandon me not into their control!
5 A brazen look allow me not; ward off passion from my heart,
6 Let not the lustful cravings of the flesh master me, surrender me not to shameless desires.
The Proper Use of the Tongue
7 Give heed, my children, to the instruction that I pronounce, for he who keeps it will not be
enslaved.
8 Through his lips is the sinner ensnared; the railer and the arrogant man fall thereby.
9 Let not your mouth form the habit of swearing, or becoming too familiar with the Holy Name.
10 Just as a slave that is constantly under scrutiny will not be without welts,
So one who swears continually by the Holy Name will not remain free from sin.
11 A man who often swears heaps up obligations; the scourge will never be far from his house.
If he swears in error, he incurs guilt; if he neglects his obligation, his sin is doubly great.
If he swears without reason he cannot be found just, and all his house will suffer affliction.
12 There are words which merit death; may they never be heard among Jacob’s heirs.
For all such words are foreign to the devout, who do not wallow in sin.
13 Let not your mouth become used to coarse talk, for in it lies sinful matter.
14 Keep your father and mother in mind when you sit among the mighty,
Lest in their presence you commit a blunder and disgrace your upbringing,
By wishing you had never been born or cursing the day of your birth.
15 A man who has the habit of abusive language will never mature in character as long as he
lives.
Sin of the Flesh
16 Two types of men multiply sins, a third draws down wrath;
For burning passion is a blazing fire, not to be quenched till it burns itself out:
A man given to sins of the flesh, who never stops until the fire breaks forth;
17 The rake to whom all bread is sweet and who is never through till he dies;
18 And the man who dishonors his marriage bed and says to himself “Who can see me?
Darkness surrounds me, walls hide me; no one sees me; why should I fear to sin?”
Of the Most High he is not mindful, 19 fearing only the eyes of men;
He does not understand that the eyes of the LORD, ten thousand times brighter than the sun,
Observe every step a man takes and peer into hidden corners.
20 He who knows all things before they exist still knows them all after they are made.
21 Such a man will be punished in the streets of the city; when he least expects it, he will be
apprehended.
22 So also with the woman who is unfaithful to her husband and offers as heir her son by a
stranger.
Wisdom Books

202

23 First, she has disobeyed the law of the Most High; secondly, she has wronged her husband;
Thirdly, in her wanton adultery she has borne children by another man.
24 Such a woman will be dragged before the assembly, and her punishment will extend to her
children;
25 Her children will not take root; her branches will not bring forth fruit.
26 She will leave an accursed memory; her disgrace will never be blotted out.
27 Thus all who dwell on the earth shall know, and all who inhabit the world shall understand,
That nothing is better than the fear of the LORD, nothing more salutary than to obey his
commandments.
Sir. 24
Praise of Wisdom
1 Wisdom sings her own praises, before her own people she proclaims her glory;
2 In the assembly of the Most High she opens her mouth, in the presence of his hosts she
declares her worth:
3 “From the mouth of the Most High I came forth, and mistlike covered the earth.
4 In the highest heavens did I dwell, my throne on a pillar of cloud.
5 The vault of heaven I compassed alone, through the deep abyss I wandered.
6 Over waves of the sea, over all the land, over every people and nation I held sway.
7 Among all these I sought a resting place; in whose inheritance should I abide?
8 “Then the Creator of all gave me his command, and he who formed me chose the spot for my
tent,
Saying, ‘In Jacob make your dwelling, in Israel your inheritance.’
9 Before all ages, in the beginning, he created me, and through all ages I shall not cease to be.
10 In the holy tent I ministered before him, and in Zion I fixed my abode.
11 Thus in the chosen city he has given me rest, in Jerusalem is my domain.
12 I have struck root among the glorious people, in the portion of the LORD, his heritage.
13 “Like a cedar on Lebanon I am raised aloft, like a cypress on Mount Hermon,
14 Like a palm tree in En-gedi, like a rosebush in Jericho,
Like a fair olive tree in the field, like a plane tree growing beside the water.
15 Like cinnamon, or fragrant balm, or precious myrrh, I give forth perfume;
Like galbanum and onycha and sweet spices, like the odor of incense in the holy place.
16 I spread out my branches like a terebinth, my branches so bright and so graceful.
17 I bud forth delights like the vine, my blossoms become fruit fair and rich.
18 Come to me, all you that yearn for me, and be filled with my fruits;
19 You will remember me as sweeter than honey, better to have than the honeycomb.
20 He who eats of me will hunger still, he who drinks of me will thirst for more;
21 He who obeys me will not be put to shame, he who serves me will never fail.”
22 All this is true of the book of the Most High’s covenant, the law which Moses commanded us
as an inheritance for the community of Jacob.
23 It overflows, like the Pishon, with wisdom— like the Tigris in the days of the new fruits.
24 It runs over, like the Euphrates, with understanding, like the Jordan at harvest time.
25 It sparkles like the Nile with knowledge, like the Gihon at vintage time.
26 The first man never finished comprehending wisdom, nor will the last succeed in fathoming
her.
27 For deeper than the sea are her thoughts; her counsels, than the great abyss.
28 Now I, like a rivulet from her stream, channeling the waters into a garden,
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29 Said to myself, “I will water my plants, my flower bed I will drench”;
And suddenly this rivulet of mine became a river, then this stream of mine, a sea.
30 Thus do I send my teachings forth shining like the dawn, to become known afar off.
31 Thus do I pour out instruction like prophecy and bestow it on generations to come.
Sir. 25
Those Who Are Worthy of Praise
1 With three things I am delighted, for they are pleasing to the LORD and to men:
Harmony among brethren, friendship among neighbors, and the mutual love of husband and
wife.
2 Three kinds of men I hate; their manner of life I loathe indeed:
A proud pauper, a rich dissembler, and an old man lecherous in his dotage.
3 What you have not saved in your youth, how will you acquire in your old age?
4 How becoming to the gray-haired is judgment, and a knowledge of counsel to those on in
years!
5 How becoming to the aged is wisdom, understanding and prudence to the venerable!
6 The crown of old men is wide experience; their glory, the fear of the LORD.
7 There are nine who come to my mind as blessed, a tenth whom my tongue proclaims:
The man who finds joy in his children, and he who lives to see his enemies’ downfall.
8 Happy is he who dwells with a sensible wife, and he who plows not like a donkey yoked with
an ox.
Happy is he who sins not with his tongue, and he who serves not his inferior.
9 Happy is he who finds a friend and he who speaks to attentive ears.
10 He who finds wisdom is great indeed, but not greater than he who fears the LORD.
11 Fear of the LORD surpasses all else. its possessor is beyond compare.
Wicked and Virtuous Women
12 Worst of all wounds is that of the heart, worst of all evils is that of a woman.
13 Worst of all sufferings is that from one’s foes, worst of all vengeance is that of one’s enemies:
14 No poison worse than that of a serpent, no venom greater than that of a woman.
15 With a dragon or a lion I would rather dwell than live with an evil woman.
16 Wickedness changes a woman’s looks, and makes her sullen as a female bear.
17 When her husband sits among his neighbors, a bitter sigh escapes him unawares.
18 There is scarce any evil like that in a woman; may she fall to the lot of the sinner!
19 Like a sandy hill to aged feet is a railing wife to a quiet man.
20 Stumble not through woman’s beauty, nor be greedy for her wealth;
21 The man is a slave, in disgrace and shame, when a wife supports her husband.
22 Depressed mind, saddened face, broken heart—this from an evil wife.
Feeble hands and quaking knees— from a wife who brings no happiness to her husband.
23 In woman was sin’s beginning, and because of her we all die.
24 Allow water no outlet, and be not indulgent to an erring wife.
25 If she walks not by your side, cut her away from you.
Sir. 26
1 Happy the husband of a good wife, twice-lengthened are his days;
2 A worthy wife brings joy to her husband, peaceful and full is his life.
3 A good wife is a generous gift bestowed upon him who fears the LORD;
4 Be he rich or poor, his heart is content, and a smile is ever on his face.
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5 There are three things at which my heart quakes, a fourth before which I quail:
Though false charges in public, trial before all the people, and lying testimony are harder to bear
than death,
6 A jealous wife is heartache and mourning and a scourging tongue like the other three.
7 A bad wife is a chafing yoke; he who marries her seizes a scorpion.
8 A drunken wife arouses great anger, for she does not hide her shame.
9 By her eyelids and her haughty stare an unchaste wife can be recognized.
10 Keep a strict watch over an unruly wife, lest, finding an opportunity, she make use of it;
11 Follow close if her eyes are bold, and be not surprised if she betrays you:
12 As a thirsty traveler with eager mouth drinks from any water that he finds,
So she settles down before every tent peg and opens her quiver for every arrow.
13 A gracious wife delights her husband, her thoughtfulness puts flesh on his bones;
14 A gift from the LORD is her governed speech, and her firm virtue is of surpassing worth.
15 Choicest of blessings is a modest wife, priceless her chaste person.
16 Like the sun rising in the LORD’S heavens, the beauty of a virtuous wife is the radiance of
her home.
17 Like the light which shines above the holy lampstand, are her beauty of face and graceful
figure.
18 Golden columns on silver bases are her shapely limbs and steady feet.
Dangers to Integrity and Friendship
19 These two bring grief to my heart, and the third arouses my horror:
A wealthy man reduced to want; illustrious men held in contempt;
And the man who passes from justice to sin, for whom the LORD makes ready the sword.
20 A merchant can hardly remain upright, nor a shopkeeper free from sin;
Sir. 27
1 For the sake of profit many sin, and the struggle for wealth blinds the eyes.
2 Like a peg driven between fitted stones, between buying and selling sin is wedged in.
3 Unless you earnestly hold fast to the fear of the LORD, suddenly your house will be thrown
down.
4 When a sieve is shaken, the husks appear; so do a man’s faults when he speaks.
5 As the test of what the potter molds is in the furnace, so in his conversation is the test of a man.
6 The fruit of a tree shows the care it has had; so too does a man’s speech disclose the bent of his
mind.
7 Praise no man before he speaks, for it is then that men are tested.
8 If you strive after justice you will attain it, and put it on like a splendid robe.
9 Birds nest with their own kind, and fidelity comes to those who live by it.
10 As a lion crouches in wait for prey, so do sins for evildoers.
11 Ever wise are the discourses of the devout, but the godless man, like the moon, is inconstant.
12 Limit the time you spend among fools, but frequent the company of thoughtful men.
13 The conversation of the wicked is offensive, their laughter is wanton guilt.
14 Their oath-filled talk makes the hair stand on end, their brawls make one stop one’s ears.
15 Wrangling among the haughty ends in bloodshed, their cursing is painful to hear.
16 He who betrays a secret cannot be trusted, he will never find an intimate friend.
17 Cherish your friend, keep faith with him; but if you betray his confidence, follow him not;
18 For as an enemy might kill a man, you have killed your neighbor’s friendship.
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19 Like a bird released from the hand, you have let your friend go and cannot recapture him;
20 Follow him not, for he is far away, he has fled like a gazelle from the trap.
21 A wound can be bound up, and an insult forgiven, but he who betrays secrets does hopeless
damage.
Malice, Anger and Vengence
22 He who has shifty eyes plots mischief and no one can ward him off;
23 In your presence he uses honeyed talk, and admires your every word,
But later he changes his tone and twists your words to your ruin.
24 There is nothing that I hate so much, and the LORD hates him as well.
25 As a stone falls back on him who throws it up, so a blow struck in treachery injures more than
one.
26 As he who digs a pit falls into it, and he who lays a snare is caught in it,
27 Whoever does harm will be involved in it without knowing how it came upon him.
28 Mockery and abuse will be the lot of the proud, and vengeance lies in wait for them like a
lion.
29 The trap seizes those who rejoice in pitfalls, and pain will consume them before they die;
30 Wrath and anger are hateful things, yet the sinner hugs them tight.
Sir. 28
1 The vengeful will suffer the LORD’S vengeance, for he remembers their sins in detail.
2 Forgive your neighbor’s injustice; then when you pray, your own sins will be forgiven.
3 Should a man nourish anger against his fellows and expect healing from the LORD?
4 Should a man refuse mercy to his fellows, yet seek pardon for his own sins?
5 If he who is but flesh cherishes wrath, who will forgive his sins?
6 Remember your last days, set enmity aside; remember death and decay, and cease from sin!
7 Think of the commandments, hate not your neighbor; of the Most High’s covenant, and
overlook faults.
8 Avoid strife and your sins will be fewer, for a quarrelsome man kindles disputes,
9 Commits the sin of disrupting friendship and sows discord among those at peace.
10 The more wood, the greater the fire, the more underlying it, the fiercer the fight;
The greater a man’s strength, the sterner his anger, the greater his power, the greater his wrath.
11 Pitch and resin make fires flare up, and insistent quarrels provoke bloodshed.
The Evil Tongue
12 If you blow upon a spark, it quickens into flame, if you spit on it, it dies out; yet both you do
with your mouth!
13 Cursed be gossips and the double-tongued, for they destroy the peace of many.
14 A meddlesome tongue subverts many, and makes them refugees among the peoples;
It destroys walled cities, and overthrows powerful dynasties.
15 A meddlesome tongue can drive virtuous women from their homes and rob them of the fruit
of their toil;
16 Whoever heeds it has no rest, nor can he dwell in peace.
17 A blow from a whip raises a welt, but a blow from the tongue smashes bones;
18 Many have fallen by the edge of the sword, but not as many as by the tongue.
19 Happy he who is sheltered from it, and has not endured its wrath;
Who has not borne its yoke nor been fettered with its chain;
20 For its yoke is a yoke of iron and its chains are chains of bronze!
21 Dire is the death it inflicts, besides which even the nether world is a gain;
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22 It will not take hold among the just nor scorch them in its flame,
23 But those who forsake the LORD will fall victims to it, as it burns among them
unquenchably!
It will hurl itself against them like a lion; like a panther, it will tear them to pieces.
24 As you hedge round your vineyard with thorns, set barred doors over your mouth;
25 As you seal up your silver and gold, so balance and weigh your words.
26 Take care not to slip by your tongue and fall victim to your foe waiting in ambush.
Sir. 29
Loans, Alms and Surety
1 He does a kindness who lends to his neighbor, and he fulfills the precepts who holds out a
helping hand.
2 Lend to your neighbor in his hour of need, and pay back your neighbor when a loan falls due;
3 Keep your promise, be honest with him, and you will always come by what you need.
4 Many a man who asks for a loan adds to the burdens of those who help him;
5 When he borrows, he kisses the lender’s hand and speaks with respect of his creditor’s wealth;
But when payment is due he disappoints him and says he is helpless to meet the claim.
6 If the lender is able to recover barely half, he considers this an achievement;
If not, he is cheated of his wealth and acquires an enemy at no extra charge;
With curses and insults the borrower pays him back, with abuse instead of honor.
7 Many refuse to lend, not out of meanness, but from fear of being cheated.
8 To a poor man, however, be generous; keep him not waiting for your alms;
9 Because of the precept, help the needy, and in their want, do not send them away emptyhanded.
10 Spend your money for your brother and friend, and hide it not under a stone to perish;
11 Dispose of your treasure as the Most High commands, for that will profit you more than the
gold.
12 Store up almsgiving in your treasure house, and it will save you from every evil;
13 Better than a stout shield and a sturdy spear it will fight for you against the foe.
14 A good man goes surety for his neighbor, and only the shameless would play him false;
15 Forget not the kindness of your backer, for he offers his very life for you.
16 The wicked turn a pledge on their behalf into misfortune, and the ingrate abandons his
protector;
17 Going surety has ruined many prosperous men and tossed them about like waves of the sea,
18 Has exiled men of prominence and sent them wandering through foreign lands.
19 The sinner through surety comes to grief, and he who undertakes too much falls into lawsuits.
20 Go surety for your neighbor according to your means, but take care lest you fall thereby.
Frugality and its Rewards
21 Life’s prime needs are water, bread, and clothing, a house, too, for decent privacy.
22 Better a poor man’s fare under the shadow of one’s own roof than sumptuous banquets among
strangers.
23 Be it little or much, be content with what you have, and pay no heed to him who would
disparage your home;
24 A miserable life it is to go from house to house, for as a guest you dare not open your mouth.
25 The visitor has no thanks for filling the cups; besides, you will hear these bitter words:
26 “Come here, stranger, set the table, give me to eat the food you have!
27 Away, stranger, for one more worthy; for my brother’s visit I need the room!”
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28 Painful things to a sensitive man are abuse at home and insults from his creditors.
Sir. 30
The Training of Children
1 He who loves his son chastises him often, that he may be his joy when he grows up.
2 He who disciplines his son will benefit from him, and boast of him among his intimates.
3 He who educates his son makes his enemy jealous, and shows his delight in him among his
friends.
4 At the father’s death, he will seem not dead, since he leaves after him one like himself,
5 Whom he looks upon through life with joy, and even in death, without regret:
6 The avenger he leaves against his foes, and the one to repay his friends with kindness.
7 He who spoils his son will have wounds to bandage, and will quake inwardly at every outcry.
8 A colt untamed turns out stubborn; a son left to himself grows up unruly.
9 Pamper your child and he will be a terror for you, indulge him and he will bring you grief.
10 Share not in his frivolity lest you share in his sorrow, when finally your teeth are clenched in
remorse.
11 Give him not his own way in his youth, and close not your eyes to his follies.
12 Bend him to the yoke when he is young, thrash his sides while he is still small,
Lest he become stubborn, disobey you, and leave you disconsolate.
13 Discipline your son, make heavy his yoke, lest his folly humiliate you.
Health of Soul and Body
14 Better a poor man strong and robust, than a rich man with wasted frame.
15 More precious than gold is health and well-being, contentment of spirit than coral.
16 No treasure greater than a healthy body; no happiness, than a joyful heart!
17 Preferable is death to a bitter life, unending sleep to constant illness.
18 Dainties set before one who cannot eat are like the offerings placed before a tomb.
19 What good is an offering to an idol that can neither taste nor smell?
20 So it is with the afflicted man who groans at the good things his eyes behold!
21 Do not give in to sadness, torment not yourself with brooding;
22 Gladness of heart is the very life of man, cheerfulness prolongs his days.
23 Distract yourself, renew your courage, drive resentment far away from you;
For worry has brought death to many, nor is there aught to be gained from resentment.
24 Envy and anger shorten one’s life, worry brings on premature old age.
25 One who is cheerful and gay while at table benefits from his food.
Sir. 31
The Proper Attitude Toward Riches
1 Keeping watch over riches wastes the flesh, and the care of wealth drives away rest.
2 Concern for one’s livelihood banishes slumber; more than a serious illness it disturbs repose.
3 The rich man labors to pile up wealth, and his only rest is wanton pleasure;
4 The poor man toils for a meager subsistence, and if ever he rests, he finds himself in want.
5 The lover of gold will not be free from sin, for he who pursues wealth is led astray by it.
6 Many have been ensnared by gold, though destruction lay before their eyes;
7 It is a stumbling block to those who are avid for it, a snare for every fool.
8 Happy the rich man found without fault, who turns not aside after gain!
9 Who is he, that we may praise him? he, of all his kindred, has done wonders,
10 For he has been tested by gold and come off safe, and this remains his glory;
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He could have sinned but did not, could have done evil but would not,
11 So that his possessions are secure, and the assembly recounts his praises.
Table Etiquette
12 If you are dining with a great man, bring not a greedy gullet to his table,
Nor cry out, “How much food there is here!”
13 Remember that gluttony is evil.
No creature is greedier than the eye: therefore it weeps for any cause.
15 Recognize that your neighbor feels as you do, and keep in mind your own dislikes:
14 Toward what he eyes, do not put out a hand; nor reach when he does for the same dish.
16 Behave at table like a favored guest, and be not greedy, lest you be despised.
17 Be the first to stop, as befits good manners; gorge not yourself, lest you give offense.
18 If there are many with you at table, be not the first to reach out your hand.
19 Does not a little suffice for a well-bred man?
When he lies down, it is without discomfort.
20 Distress and anguish and loss of sleep, and restless tossing for the glutton!
Moderate eating ensures sound slumber and a clear mind next day on rising.
21 If perforce you have eaten too much, once you have emptied your stomach, you will have
relief.
22 Listen to me, my son, and scorn me not; later you will find my advice good.
In whatever you do, be moderate, and no sickness will befall you.
23 On a man generous with food, blessings are invoked, and this testimony to his goodness is
lasting;
24 He who is miserly with food is denounced in public, and this testimony to his stinginess is
lasting.
25 Let not wine-drinking be the proof of your strength, for wine has been the ruin of many.
26 As the furnace probes the work of the smith, so does wine the hearts of the insolent.
27 Wine is very life to man if taken in moderation.
Does he really live who lacks the wine which was created for his joy?
28 Joy of heart, good cheer and merriment are wine drunk freely at the proper time.
29 Headache, bitterness and disgrace is wine drunk amid anger and strife.
30 More and more wine is a snare for the fool; it lessens his strength and multiplies his wounds.
31 Rebuke not your neighbor when wine is served, nor put him to shame while he is merry;
Use no harsh words with him and distress him not in the presence of others.
Sir. 32
1 If you are chosen to preside at dinner, be not puffed up, but with the guests be as one of
themselves;
Take care of them first before you sit down; 2 when you have fulfilled your duty, then take your
place,
To share in their joy and win praise for your hospitality.
3 Being older, you may talk; that is only your right, but temper your wisdom, not to disturb the
singing.
4 When wine is present, do not pour out discourse, and flaunt not your wisdom at the wrong
time.
5 Like a seal of carnelian in a setting of gold is a concert when wine is served.
6 Like a gold mounting with an emerald seal is string music with delicious wine.
7 Young man, speak only when necessary, when they have asked you more than once;
8 Be brief, but say much in those few words, be like the wise man, taciturn.
9 When among your elders be not forward, and with officials be not too insistent.
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10 Like the lightning that flashes before a storm is the esteem that shines on modesty.
11 When it is time to leave, tarry not; be off for home! There take your ease,
12 And there enjoy doing as you wish, but without sin or words of pride.
13 Above all, give praise to your Creator, who showers his favors upon you.
The Providence of God
14 He who would find God must accept discipline; he who seeks him obtains his request.
15 He who studies the law masters it, but the hypocrite finds it a trap.
16 His judgment is sound who fears the LORD; out of obscurity he draws forth a clear plan.
17 The sinner turns aside reproof and distorts the law to suit his purpose.
18 The thoughtful man will not neglect direction; the proud and insolent man is deterred by
nothing.
19 Do nothing without counsel, and then you need have no regrets.
20 Go not on a way that is set with snares, and let not the same thing trip you twice.
21 Be not too sure even of smooth roads, 22 be careful on all your paths.
23 Whatever you do, be on your guard, for in this way you will keep the commandments.
24 He who keeps the law preserves himself; and he who trusts in the LORD shall not be put to
shame.
Sir. 33
1 No evil can harm the man who fears the LORD; through trials, again and again he is safe.
2 He who hates the law is without wisdom, and is tossed about like a boat in a storm.
3 The prudent man trusts in the word of the LORD, and the law is dependable for him as a divine
oracle.
4 Prepare your words and you will be listened to; draw upon your training, and then give your
answer.
5 Like the wheel of a cart is the mind of a fool; his thoughts revolve in circles.
6 A fickle friend is like the stallion that neighs, no matter who the rider.
7 Why is one day more important than another, when it is the sun that lights up every day?
8 It is due to the LORD’S wisdom that they differ; it is through him the seasons and feasts come
and go.
9 Some he dignifies and sanctifies, and others he lists as ordinary days.
10 So too, all men are of clay, for from earth man was formed;
11 Yet with his great knowledge the LORD makes men unlike; in different paths he has them
walk.
12 Some he blesses and makes great, some he sanctifies and draws to himself.
Others he curses and brings low, and expels them from their place.
13 Like clay in the hands of a potter, to be molded according to his pleasure,
So are men in the hands of their Creator, to be assigned by him their function.
14 As evil contrasts with good, and death with life, so are sinners in contrast with the just;
15 See now all the works of the Most High: they come in pairs, the one the opposite of the other.
16 Now I am the last to keep vigil, like a gleaner after the vintage;
17 Since by the LORD’S blessing I have made progress till like a vintager I have filled my wine
press,
18 I would inform you that not for myself only have I toiled, but for every seeker after wisdom.
Property and Servants
19 Listen to me, O leaders of the multitude; O rulers of the assembly, give ear!
20 Let neither son nor wife, neither brother nor friend, have power over you as long as you live.
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21 While breath of life is still in you, let no man have dominion over you.
Give not to another your wealth, lest then you have to plead with him;
22 Far better that your children plead with you than that you should look to their generosity.
23 Keep control over all your affairs; let no one tarnish your glory.
24 When your few days reach their limit, at the time of death distribute your inheritance.
25 Fodder and whip and loads for an ass; the yoke and harness and the rod of his master.
27 Food, correction and work for a slave; and for a wicked slave, punishment in the stocks.
26 Make a slave work and he will look for his rest; let his hands be idle and he will seek to be
free.
28 Force him to work that he be not idle, for idleness is an apt teacher of mischief.
29 Put him to work, for that is what befits him; if he becomes unruly, load him with chains.
30 But never lord it over any human being, and do nothing unjust.
31 If you have but one slave, treat him like yourself, for you have acquired him with your life’s
blood;
32 If you have but one slave, deal with him as a brother, for you need him as you need your life:
33 If you mistreat him and he runs away, in what direction will you look for him?
Sir. 34
Trust in the Lord and Not in Dreams
1 Empty and false are the hopes of the senseless, and fools are borne aloft by dreams.
2 Like a man who catches at shadows or chases the wind, is the one who believes in dreams.
3 What is seen in dreams is to reality what the reflection of a face is to the face itself.
4 Can the unclean produce the clean? can the liar ever speak the truth?
5 Divination, omens and dreams all are unreal; what you already expect, the mind depicts.
6 Unless it be a vision specially sent by the Most High, fix not your heart on it;
7 For dreams have led many astray, and those who believed in them have perished.
8 The law is fulfilled without fail, and perfect wisdom is found in the mouth of the faithful man.
9 A man with training gains wide knowledge; a man of experience speaks sense.
10 One never put to the proof knows little, whereas with travel a man adds to his
resourcefulness.
11 I have seen much in my travels, learned more than ever I could say.
12 Often I was in danger of death, but by these attainments I was saved.
13 Lively is the courage of those who fear the LORD, for they put their hope in their savior;
14 He who fears the LORD is never alarmed, never afraid; for the LORD is his hope.
15 Happy the soul that fears the LORD!
In whom does he trust, and who is his support?
16 The eyes of the LORD are upon those who love him; he is their mighty shield and strong
support,
A shelter from the heat, a shade from the noonday sun, a guard against stumbling, a help against
falling.
17 He buoys up the spirits, brings a sparkle to the eyes, gives health and life and blessing.
True Worship of God
18 Tainted his gifts who offers in sacrifice ill-gotten goods!
Mock presents from the lawless win not God’s favor.
19 The Most High approves not the gifts of the godless, nor for their many sacrifices does he
forgive their sins.
20 Like the man who slays a son in his father’s presence is he who offers sacrifice from the
possessions of the poor.
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21 The bread of charity is life itself for the needy; he who withholds it is a man of blood.
22 He slays his neighbor who deprives him of his living: he sheds blood who denies the laborer
his wages.
23 If one man builds up and another tears down, what do they gain but trouble?
24 If one man prays and another curses, whose voice will the LORD hear?
25 If a man again touches a corpse after he has bathed, what did he gain by the purification?
26 So with a man who fasts for his sins, but then goes and commits them again:
Who will hear his prayer, and what has he gained by his mortification?
Sir. 35
1 To keep the law is a great oblation, and he who observes the commandments sacrifices a peace
offering.
2 In works of charity one offers fine flour, and when he gives alms he presents his sacrifice of
praise.
3 To refrain from evil pleases the LORD, and to avoid injustice is an atonement.
4 Appear not before the LORD empty-handed, for all that you offer is in fulfillment of the
precepts.
5 The just man’s offering enriches the altar and rises as a sweet odor before the Most High.
6 The just man’s sacrifice is most pleasing, nor will it ever be forgotten.
7 In generous spirit pay homage to the LORD, be not sparing of freewill gifts.
8 With each contribution show a cheerful countenance, and pay your tithes in a spirit of joy.
9 Give to the Most High as he has given to you, generously, according to your means.
10 For the LORD is one who always repays, and he will give back to you sevenfold.
11 But offer no bribes, these he does not accept!
Trust not in sacrifice of the fruits of extortion,
12 For he is a God of justice, who knows no favorites.
13 Though not unduly partial toward the weak, yet he hears the cry of the oppressed.
14 He is not deaf to the wail of the orphan, nor to the widow when she pours out her complaint;
15 Do not the tears that stream down her cheek cry out against him that causes them to fall?
16 He who serves God willingly is heard; his petition reaches the heavens.
17 The prayer of the lowly pierces the clouds; it does not rest till it reaches its goal,
18 Nor will it withdraw till the Most High responds, judges justly and affirms the right.
19 God indeed will not delay, and like a warrior, will not be still
20 Till he breaks the backs of the merciless and wreaks vengeance upon the proud;
21 Till he destroys the haughty root and branch, and smashes the scepter of the wicked;
22 Till he requites mankind according to its deeds, and repays men according to their thoughts;
23 Till he defends the cause of his people, and gladdens them by his mercy.
24 Welcome is his mercy in time of distress as rain clouds in time of drought.
Sir. 36
A Prayer for God’s People
1 Come to our aid, O God of the universe, and put all the nations in dread of you!
2 Raise your hand against the heathen, that they may realize your power.
3 As you have used us to show them your holiness, so now use them to show us your glory.
4 Thus they will know, as we know, that there is no God but you.
5 Give new signs and work new wonders; show forth the splendor of your right hand and arm;
6 Rouse your anger, pour out wrath, humble the enemy, scatter the foe.
7 Hasten the day, bring on the time; 9 crush the heads of the hostile rulers.
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8 Let raging fire consume the fugitive, and your people’s oppressors meet destruction.
10 Gather all the tribes of Jacob, that they may inherit the land as of old,
11 Show mercy to the people called by your name; Israel, whom you named your first-born.
12 Take pity on your holy city, Jerusalem, your dwelling place.
13 Fill Zion with your majesty, your temple with your glory.
14 Give evidence of your deeds of old; fulfill the prophecies spoken in your name,
15 Reward those who have hoped in you, and let your prophets be proved true.
16 Hear the prayer of your servants, for you are ever gracious to your people;
17 Thus it will be known to the very ends of the earth that you are the eternal God.
Choice of Associates
18 The throat can swallow any food, yet some foods are more agreeable than others;
19 As the palate tests meat by its savor, so does a keen mind insincere words.
20 A deceitful character causes grief, but an experienced man can turn the tables on him.
21 Though any man may be accepted as a husband, yet one girl will be more suitable than
another:
22 A woman’s beauty makes her husband’s face light up, for it surpasses all else that charms the
eye;
23 And if, besides, her speech is kindly, his lot is beyond that of mortal men.
24 A wife is her husband’s richest treasure, a helpmate, a steadying column.
25 A vineyard with no hedge will be overrun; a man with no wife becomes a homeless wanderer.
26 Who will trust an armed band that shifts from city to city?
27 Or a man who has no nest, but lodges where night overtakes him?
Sir. 37
1 Every friend declares his friendship, but there are friends who are friends in name only.
2 Is it not a sorrow unto death when your bosom companion becomes your enemy?
3 “Alas, my companion! Why were you created to blanket the earth with deceit?”
4 A false friend will share your joys, but in time of trouble he stands afar off.
5 A true friend will fight with you against the foe, against your enemies he will be your shieldbearer.
6 Forget not your comrade during the battle, and neglect him not when you distribute your spoils.
7 Every counselor points out a way, but some counsel ways of their own;
8 Be on the alert when one proffers advice, find out first of all what he wants.
For he may be thinking of himself alone; why should the profit fall to him?
9 He may tell you how good your way will be, and then stand by to watch your misfortune.
10 Seek no advice from one who regards you with hostility; from those who envy you, keep your
intentions hidden.
11 Speak not to a woman about her rival, nor to a coward about war, to a merchant about
business, to a buyer about value, to a miser about generosity, to a cruel man about mercy, to a
lazy man about work, to a seasonal laborer about the harvest, to an idle slave about a great task:
pay no attention to any advice they give.
12 Instead, associate with a religious man, who you are sure keeps the commandments;
Who is like-minded with yourself and will feel for you if you fall.
13 Then, too, heed your own heart’s counsel; for what have you that you can depend on more?
14 A man’s conscience can tell him his situation better than seven watchmen in a lofty tower.
15 Most important of all, pray to God to set your feet in the path of truth.
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Wisdom and Temperance
16 A word is the source of every deed; a thought, of every act.
17 The root of all conduct is the mind; four branches it shoots forth:
18 Good and evil, death and life, their absolute mistress is the tongue.
19 A man may be wise and benefit many, yet be of no use to himself.
20 Though a man may be wise, if his words are rejected he will be deprived of all enjoyment.
21 When a man is wise to his own advantage, the fruits of his knowledge are seen in his own
person;
22 When a man is wise to his people’s advantage, the fruits of his knowledge are enduring:
23 Limited are the days of one man’s life, but the life of Israel is days without number.
24 One wise for himself has full enjoyment, and all who see him praise him;
25 One wise for his people wins a heritage of glory, and his name endures forever.
26 My son, while you are well, govern your appetite so that you allow it not what is bad for you;
27 For not every food is good for everyone, nor is everything suited to every taste.
28 Be not drawn after every enjoyment, neither become a glutton for choice foods,
29 For sickness comes with overeating, and gluttony brings on biliousness.
30 Through lack of self-control many have died, but the abstemious man prolongs his life.
Sir. 38
Sickness and Death
1 Hold the physician in honor, for he is essential to you, and God it was who established his
profession.
2 From God the doctor has his wisdom, and the king provides for his sustenance.
3 His knowledge makes the doctor distinguished, and gives him access to those in authority.
4 God makes the earth yield healing herbs which the prudent man should not neglect;
5 Was not the water sweetened by a twig that men might learn his power?
6 He endows men with the knowledge to glory in his mighty works,
7 Through which the doctor eases pain and the druggist prepares his medicines;
8 Thus God’s creative work continues without cease in its efficacy on the surface of the earth.
9 My son, when you are ill, delay not, but pray to God, who will heal you:
10 Flee wickedness; let your hands be just, cleanse your heart of every sin;
11 Offer your sweet-smelling oblation and petition, a rich offering according to your means.
12 Then give the doctor his place lest he leave; for you need him too.
13 There are times that give him an advantage, 14 and he too beseeches God
That his diagnosis may be correct and his treatment bring about a cure.
15 He who is a sinner toward his Maker will be defiant toward the doctor.
16 My son, shed tears for one who is dead with wailing and bitter lament;
As is only proper, prepare the body, absent not yourself from his burial:
17 Weeping bitterly, mourning fully, pay your tribute of sorrow, as he deserves,
18 One or two days, to prevent gossip; then compose yourself after your grief,
19 For grief can bring on an extremity and heartache destroy one’s health.
20 Turn not your thoughts to him again; cease to recall him; think rather of the end.
21 Recall him not, for there is no hope of his return; it will not help him, but will do you harm.
22 Remember that his fate will also be yours; for him it was yesterday, for you today.
23 With the departed dead, let memory fade; rally your courage, once the soul has left.
Vocations of the Craftsman and the Scribe
24 The scribe’s profession increases his wisdom; whoever is free from toil can become a wise
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man.
25 How can he become learned who guides the plow, who thrills in wielding the goad like a
lance,
Who guides the ox and urges on the bullock, and whose every concern is for cattle?
26 His care is for plowing furrows, and he keeps a watch on the beasts in the stalls.
27 So with every engraver and designer who, laboring night and day,
Fashions carved seals, and whose concern is to vary the pattern.
His care is to produce a vivid impression, and he keeps watch till he finishes his design.
28 So with the smith standing near his anvil, forging crude iron.
The heat from the fire sears his flesh, yet he toils away in the furnace heat.
The clang of the hammer deafens his ears, His eyes are fixed on the tool he is shaping.
His care is to finish his work, and he keeps watch till he perfects it in detail.
29 So with the potter sitting at his labor, revolving the wheel with his feet.
He is always concerned for his products, and turns them out in quantity.
30 With his hands he molds the clay, and with his feet softens it.
His care is for proper coloring, and he keeps watch on the fire of his kiln.
31 All these men are skilled with their hands, each one an expert at his own task;
32 Without them no city could be lived in, and wherever they stay, they need not hunger.
33 They do not occupy the judge’s bench, nor are they prominent in the assembly;
They set forth no decisions or judgments, nor are they found among the rulers;
34 Yet they maintain God’s ancient handiwork, and their concern is for exercise of their skill.
Sir. 39
1 How different the man who devotes himself to the study of the law of the Most High!
He explores the wisdom of the men of old and occupies himself with the prophecies;
2 He treasures the discourses of famous men, and goes to the heart of involved sayings;
3 He studies obscure parables, and is busied with the hidden meanings of the sages.
4 He is in attendance on the great, and has entrance to the ruler.
5 He travels among the peoples of foreign lands to learn what is good and evil among men.
6 His care is to seek the LORD, his Maker, to petition the Most High,
To open his lips in prayer, to ask pardon for his sins.
Then, if it pleases the LORD Almighty, he will be filled with the spirit of understanding;
He will pour forth his words of wisdom and in prayer give thanks to the LORD,
7 Who will direct his knowledge and his counsel, as he meditates upon his mysteries.
8 He will show the wisdom of what he has learned and glory in the law of the LORD’S covenant.
9 Many will praise his understanding; his fame can never be effaced;
Unfading will be his memory, through all generations his name will live;
10 Peoples will speak of his wisdom, and in assembly sing his praises.
11 While he lives he is one out of a thousand, and when he dies his renown will not cease.
Praise of God the Creator
12 Once more I will set forth my theme to shine like the moon in its fullness!
13 Listen, my faithful children: open up your petals, like roses planted near running waters;
14 Send up the sweet odor of incense, break forth in blossoms like the lily.
Send up the sweet odor of your hymn of praise; bless the LORD for all he has done!
15 Proclaim the greatness of his name, loudly sing his praises,
With music on the harp and all stringed instruments; sing out with joy as you proclaim:
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16 The works of God are all of them good; in its own time every need is supplied.
17 At his word the waters become still as in a flask; he had but to speak and the reservoirs were
made.
18 He has but to command and his will is done; nothing can limit his achievement.
19 The works of all mankind are present to him; not a thing escapes his eye.
20 His gaze spans all the ages; to him there is nothing unexpected.
21 No cause then to say: “What is the purpose of this?”
Everything is chosen to satisfy a need.
22 His blessing overflows like the Nile; like the Euphrates it enriches the surface of the earth.
23 Again, his wrath expels the nations and turns fertile land into a salt marsh.
24 For the virtuous his paths are level, to the haughty they are steep;
25 Good things for the good he provided from the beginning, but for the wicked good things and
bad.
26 Chief of all needs for human life are water and fire, iron and salt,
The heart of the wheat, milk and honey, the blood of the grape, and oil, and cloth;
27 For the good all these are good, but for the wicked they turn out evil.
28 There are storm winds created to punish, which in their fury can dislodge mountains;
When destruction must be, they hurl all their force and appease the anger of their Maker.
29 In his treasury also, kept for the proper time, are fire and hail, famine, disease,
30 Ravenous beasts, scorpions, vipers, and the avenging sword to exterminate the wicked;
31 In doing his bidding they rejoice, in their assignments they disobey not his command.
32 So from the first I took my stand, and wrote down as my theme:
33 The works of God are all of them good; every need when it comes he fills.
34 No cause then to say: “This is not as good as that”; for each shows its worth at the proper
time.
35 So now with full joy of heart proclaim and bless the name of the Holy One.
Sir. 40
Joys and Miseries of Life
1 A great anxiety has God allotted, and a heavy yoke, to the sons of men;
From the day one leaves his mother’s womb to the day he returns to the mother of all the living,
2 His thoughts, the fear in his heart, and his troubled forebodings till the day he dies—
3 Whether he sits on a lofty throne or grovels in dust and ashes,
4 Whether he bears a splendid crown or is wrapped in the coarsest of cloaks—
5 Are of wrath and envy, trouble and dread, terror of death, fury and strife.
Even when he lies on his bed to rest, his cares at night disturb his sleep.
6 So short is his rest it seems like none, till in his dreams he struggles as he did by day,
Terrified by what his mind’s eye sees, like a fugitive being pursued;
7 As he reaches safety, he wakes up astonished that there was nothing to fear.
8 So it is with all flesh, with man and with beast, but for sinners seven times more.
9 Plague and bloodshed, wrath and the sword, plunder and ruin, famine and death:
10 For the wicked, these were created evil, and it is they who bring on destruction.
11 All that is of earth returns to earth, and what is from above returns above.
12 All that comes from bribes or injustice will be wiped out, but loyalty remains for ages.
13 Wealth out of wickedness is like a wadi in spate: like a mighty stream with lightning and
thunder,
14 Which, in its rising, rolls along the stones, but suddenly, once and for all, comes to an end.
15 The offshoot of violence will not flourish, for the root of the godless is on sheer rock;
16 Or they are like reeds on the riverbank, withered before all other plants;
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17 But goodness will never be cut off, and justice endures forever.
Wealth or wages can make life sweet, but better than either is finding a treasure.
18 A child or a city will preserve one’s name, but better than either, attaining wisdom.
19 Sheepfolds and orchards bring flourishing health; but better than either, a devoted wife;
20 Wine and music delight the soul, but better than either, conjugal love.
21 The flute and the harp offer sweet melody, but better than either, a voice that is true.
22 Charm and beauty delight the eye, but better than either, the flowers of the field.
23 A friend, a neighbor, are timely guides, but better than either, a prudent wife.
24 A brother, a helper, for times of stress; but better than either, charity that rescues.
25 Gold and silver make one’s way secure, but better than either, sound judgment.
26 Wealth and vigor build up confidence, but better than either, fear of God.
Fear of the LORD leaves nothing wanting; he who has it need seek no other support:
27 The fear of God is a paradise of blessings; its canopy, all that is glorious.
28 My son, live not the life of a beggar, better to die than to beg;
29 When one has to look to another’s table, his life is not really a life.
His neighbor’s delicacies bring revulsion of spirit to one who understands inward feelings:
30 In the mouth of the shameless man begging is sweet, but within him it burns like fire.
Sir. 41
1 O death! how bitter the thought of you for the man at peace amid his possessions,
For the man unruffled and always successful, who still can enjoy life’s pleasures.
2 O death! how welcome your sentence to the weak man of failing strength,
Tottering and always rebuffed, with no more sight, with vanished hope.
3 Fear not death’s decree for you; remember, it embraces those before you, and those after.
4 Thus God has ordained for all flesh; why then should you reject the will of the Most High?
Whether one has lived a thousand years, a hundred, or ten, in the nether world he has no claim on
life.
5 A reprobate line are the children of sinners, and witless offspring are in the homes of the
wicked.
6 Their dominion is lost to sinners’ children, and reproach abides with their descendants.
7 Children curse their wicked father, for they suffer disgrace through him.
8 Woe to you, O sinful men, who forsake the law of the Most High.
9 If you have children, calamity will seize them; you will beget them only for groaning.
When you stumble, there is lasting joy; at death, you become a curse.
10 Whatever is of nought returns to nought, so too the godless from void to void.
11 Man’s body is a fleeting thing, but a virtuous name will never be annihilated.
12 Have a care for your name, for it will stand by you better than precious treasures in the
thousands;
13 The boon of life is for limited days, but a good name, for days without number.
True and False Shame
14 My children, heed my instruction about shame; judge of disgrace only according to my rules,
For it is not always well to be ashamed, nor is it always the proper thing to blush:
15 Before father and mother be ashamed of immorality, before master and mistress, of falsehood;
16 Before prince and ruler, of flattery; before the public assembly, of crime;
17 Before friend and companion, of disloyalty, and of breaking an oath or agreement.
18 Be ashamed of theft from the people where you settle, and of stretching out your elbow when
you dine;
19 Of refusing to give when asked, of defrauding another of his appointed share,
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20 Of failing to return a greeting, and of rebuffing a friend;
21 Of gazing at a married woman, and of entertaining thoughts about another’s wife;
Of trifling with a servant girl you have, and of violating her couch;
22 Of using harsh words with friends, and of following up your gifts with insults;
23 Of repeating what you hear, and of betraying secrets—
24 These are the things you should rightly avoid as shameful if you would be looked upon by
everyone with favor.
Sir. 42
1 But of these things be not ashamed, lest you sin through human respect:
2 Of the law of the Most High and his precepts, or of the sentence to be passed upon the sinful;
3 Of sharing the expenses of a business or a journey, or of dividing an inheritance or property;
4 Of accuracy of scales and balances, or of tested measures and weights;
5 Of acquiring much or little, or of bargaining in dealing with a merchant;
Of constant training of children, or of beating the sides of a disloyal servant;
6 Of a seal to keep an erring wife at home, or of a lock placed where there are many hands;
7 Of numbering every deposit, or of recording all that is given or received;
8 Of chastisement of the silly and the foolish, or of the aged and infirm answering for wanton
conduct.
Thus you will be truly cautious and recognized by all men as discreet.
A Father’s Care for His Daughter
9 A daughter is a treasure that keeps her father wakeful, and worry over her drives away rest:
Lest she pass her prime unmarried, or when she is married, lest she be disliked;
10 While unmarried, lest she be seduced, or, as a wife, lest she prove unfaithful;
Lest she conceive in her father’s home, or be sterile in that of her husband.
11 Keep a close watch on your daughter, lest she make you the sport of your enemies,
A byword in the city, a reproach among the people, an object of derision in public gatherings.
See that there is no lattice in her room, no place that overlooks the approaches to the house.
12 Let her not parade her charms before men, or spend her time with married women;
13 For just as moths come from garments, so harm to women comes from women:
14 Better a man’s harshness than a woman’s indulgence, and a frightened daughter than any
disgrace.
The Works of God in Nature
15 Now will I recall God’s works; what I have seen, I will describe.
At God’s word were his works brought into being; they do his will as he has ordained for them.
16 As the rising sun is clear to all, so the glory of the LORD fills all his works;
17 Yet even God’s holy ones must fail in recounting the wonders of the LORD,
Though God has given these, his hosts, the strength to stand firm before his glory.
18 He plumbs the depths and penetrates the heart; their innermost being he understands.
The Most High possesses all knowledge, and sees from of old the things that are to come:
19 He makes known the past and the future, and reveals the deepest secrets.
20 No understanding does he lack; no single thing escapes him.
21 Perennial is his almighty wisdom; he is from all eternity one and the same,
22 With nothing added, nothing taken away; no need of a counselor for him!
23 How beautiful are all his works! even to the spark and the fleeting vision!
24 The universe lives and abides forever; to meet each need, each creature is preserved.
25 All of them differ, one from another, yet none of them has he made in vain,
For each in turn, as it comes, is good; can one ever see enough of their splendor?
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Sir. 43
1 The clear vault of the sky shines forth like heaven itself, a vision of glory.
2 The orb of the sun, resplendent at its rising: what a wonderful work of the Most High!
3 At noon it seethes the surface of the earth, and who can bear its fiery heat?
4 Like a blazing furnace of solid metal, it sets the mountains aflame with its rays;
By its fiery darts the land is consumed; the eyes are dazzled by its light.
5 Great indeed is the LORD who made it, at whose orders it urges on its steeds.
6 The moon, too, that marks the changing times, governing the seasons, their lasting sign,
7 By which we know the feast days and fixed dates, this light-giver which wanes in its course:
8 As its name says, each month it renews itself; how wondrous in this change!
9 The beauty, the glory, of the heavens are the stars that adorn with their sparkling the heights of
God,
10 At whose command they keep their place and never relax in their vigils.
A weapon against the flood waters stored on high, lighting up the firmament by its brilliance,
11 Behold the rainbow! Then bless its Maker, for majestic indeed is its splendor;
12 It spans the heavens with its glory, this bow bent by the mighty hand of God.
13 His rebuke marks out the path for the lightning, and speeds the arrows of his judgment to their
goal.
14 At it the storehouse is opened, and like vultures the clouds hurry forth.
15 In his majesty he gives the storm its power and breaks off the hailstones.
16 The thunder of his voice makes the earth writhe; before his might the mountains quake.
17 A word from him drives on the south wind, the angry north wind, the hurricane and the storm.
18 He sprinkles the snow like fluttering birds; it comes to settle like swarms of locusts.
19 Its shining whiteness blinds the eyes, the mind is baffled by its steady fall.
20 He scatters frost like so much salt; it shines like blossoms on the thornbush.
21 Cold northern blasts he sends that turn the ponds to lumps of ice.
He freezes over every body of water, and clothes each pool with a coat of mail.
22 When the mountain growth is scorched with heat, and the flowering plains as though by
flames,
23 The dripping clouds restore them all, and the scattered dew enriches the parched land.
24 His is the plan that calms the deep, and plants the islands in the sea.
25 Those who go down to the sea tell part of its story, and when we hear them we are
thunderstruck;
26 In it are his creatures, stupendous, amazing, all kinds of life, and the monsters of the deep.
27 For him each messenger succeeds, and at his bidding accomplishes his will.
28 More than this we need not add; let the last word be, he is all in all!
29 Let us praise him the more, since we cannot fathom him, for greater is he than all his works;
30 Awful indeed is the LORD’S majesty, and wonderful is his power.
31 Lift up your voices to glorify the LORD, though he is still beyond your power to praise;
32 Extol him with renewed strength, and weary not, though you cannot reach the end:
33 For who can see him and describe him? or who can praise him as he is?
34 Beyond these, many things lie hid; only a few of his works have we seen.
35 It is the LORD who has made all things, and to those who fear him he gives wisdom.
Sir. 44
Praise of Israel’s Great Ancestors
1 Now will I praise those godly men, our ancestors, each in his own time:
2 The abounding glory of the Most High’s portion, his own part, since the days of old.
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Subduers of the land in kingly fashion, men of renown for their might,
3 Or counselors in their prudence, or seers of all things in prophecy;
4 Resolute princes of the folk, and governors with their staves;
Authors skilled in composition, and forgers of epigrams with their spikes;
5 Composers of melodious psalms, or discoursers on lyric themes;
6 Stalwart men, solidly established and at peace in their own estates—
7 All these were glorious in their time, each illustrious in his day.
8 Some of them have left behind a name and men recount their praiseworthy deeds;
9 But of others there is no memory, for when they ceased, they ceased.
And they are as though they had not lived, they and their children after them.
10 Yet these also were godly men whose virtues have not been forgotten;
11 Their wealth remains in their families, their heritage with their descendants;
12 Through God’s covenant with them their family endures, their posterity, for their sake.
13 And for all time their progeny will endure, their glory will never be blotted out;
14 Their bodies are peacefully laid away, but their name lives on and on.
15 At gatherings their wisdom is retold, and the assembly proclaims their praise.
The Early Patriarchs
16 (ENOCH walked with the LORD and was taken up, that succeeding generations might learn
by his example.)
17 NOAH, found just and perfect, renewed the race in the time of devastation.
Because of his worth there were survivors, and with a sign to him the deluge ended;
18 A lasting agreement was made with him, that never should all flesh be destroyed.
19 ABRAHAM, father of many peoples, kept his glory without stain:
20 He observed the precepts of the Most High, and entered into an agreement with him;
In his own flesh he incised the ordinance, and when tested he was found loyal.
21 For this reason, God promised him with an oath that in his descendants the nations would be
blessed,
That he would make him numerous as the grains of dust, and exalt his posterity like the stars;
That he would give them an inheritance from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the
earth.
22 And for ISAAC he renewed the same promise because of Abraham, his father.
The covenant with all his forebears was confirmed, and the blessing rested upon the head of
JACOB.
23 God acknowledged him as the first-born, and gave him his inheritance.
He fixed the boundaries for his tribes, and their division into twelve.
Sir. 45
Praise of Moses, Aaron and Phinehas
1 From him was to spring the man who won the favor of all:
Dear to God and men, MOSES, whose memory is held in benediction.
2 God’s honor devolved upon him, and the Lord strengthened him with fearful powers;
3 God wrought swift miracles at his words and sustained him in the king’s presence.
He gave him the commandments for his people, and revealed to him his glory.
4 For his trustworthiness and meekness God selected him from all mankind;
5 He permitted him to hear his voice, and led him into the cloud,
Where, face to face, he gave him the commandments, the law of life and understanding,
That he might teach his precepts to Jacob, his judgments and decrees to Israel.
6 He raised up also, like Moses in holiness, his brother AARON, of the tribe of Levi.
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7 He made him perpetual in his office when he bestowed on him the priesthood of his people;
He established him in honor and crowned him with lofty majesty;
8 He clothed him with splendid apparel, and adorned him with the glorious vestments:
Breeches and tunic and robe with pomegranates around the hem,
9 And a rustle of bells round about, through whose pleasing sound at each step
He would be heard within the sanctuary, and the children of his race would be remembered;
10 The sacred vestments of gold, of violet, and of crimson, wrought with embroidery;
The breastpiece for decision, the ephod and cincture 11 with scarlet yarn, the work of the
weaver;
Precious stones with seal engravings in golden settings, the work of the jeweler,
To commemorate in incised letters each of the tribes of Israel;
12 On his turban the diadem of gold, its plate wrought with the insignia of holiness,
Majestic, glorious, renowned for splendor, a delight to the eyes, beauty supreme.
13 Before him, no one was adorned with these, nor may they ever be worn by any
Except his sons and them alone, generation after generation, for all time.
14 His cereal offering is wholly burnt with the established sacrifice twice each day;
15 For Moses ordained him and anointed him with the holy oil,
In a lasting covenant with him and with his family, as permanent as the heavens,
That he should serve God in his priesthood and bless his people in his name.
16 He chose him from all mankind to offer holocausts and choice offerings,
To burn sacrifices of sweet odor for a memorial, and to atone for the people of Israel.
17 He gave to him his laws, and authority to prescribe and to judge:
To teach the precepts to his people, and the ritual to the descendants of Israel.
18 Men of other families were inflamed against him, were jealous of him in the desert,
The followers of Dathan and Abiram, and the band of Korah in their defiance.
19 But the LORD saw this and became angry, he destroyed them in his burning wrath.
He brought down upon them a miracle, and consumed them with his flaming fire.
20 Then he increased the glory of Aaron and bestowed upon him his inheritance:
The sacred offerings he allotted to him, with the showbread as his portion;
21 The oblations of the LORD are his food, a gift to him and his descendants.
22 But he holds no land among the people nor shares with them their heritage;
For the LORD himself is his portion, his inheritance in the midst of Israel.
23 PHINEHAS too, the son of Eleazar, was the courageous third of his line
When, zealous for the God of all, he met the crisis of his people
And, at the prompting of his noble heart, atoned for the children of Israel.
24 Therefore on him again God conferred the right, in a covenant of friendship, to provide for
the sanctuary,
So that he and his descendants should possess the high priesthood forever.
25 For even his covenant with David, the son of Jesse of the tribe of Judah,
Was an individual heritage through one son alone; but the heritage of Aaron is for all his
descendants.
26 And now bless the LORD who has crowned you with glory!
May he grant you wisdom of heart to govern his people in justice,
Lest their welfare should ever be forgotten, or your authority, throughout all time.
Sir. 46
Joshua, Caleb and the Judges
1 Valiant leader was JOSHUA, son of Nun, assistant to Moses in the prophetic office,
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Formed to be, as his name implies, the great savior of God’s chosen ones,
To punish the enemy and to win the inheritance for Israel.
2 What glory was his when he raised his arm, to brandish his javelin against the city!
3 And who could withstand him when he fought the battles of the LORD?
4 Did he not by his power stop the sun, so that one day became two?
5 He called upon the Most High God when his enemies beset him on all sides,
And God Most High gave answer to him in hailstones of tremendous power,
6 Which he rained down upon the hostile army till on the slope he destroyed the foe;
That all the doomed nations might know that the LORD was watching over his people’s battles.
And because he was a devoted follower of God 7 and in Moses’ lifetime showed himself loyal,
He and CALEB, son of Jephunneh, when they opposed the rebel assembly,
Averted God’s anger from the people and suppressed the wicked complaint—
8 Because of this, they were the only two spared from the six hundred thousand infantry,
To lead the people into their inheritance, the land flowing with milk and honey.
9 And the strength he gave to Caleb remained with him even in his old age
Till he won his way onto the summits of the land; his family too received an inheritance,
10 That all the people of Jacob might know how good it is to be a devoted follower of the
LORD.
11 The JUDGES, too, each one of them, whose hearts were not deceived,
Who did not abandon God: may their memory be ever blessed,
12 Their bones return to life from their resting place, and their names receive fresh luster in their
children!
13 Beloved of his people, dear to his Maker, dedicated from his mother’s womb,
Consecrated to the LORD as a prophet, was SAMUEL, the judge and priest.
At God’s word he established the kingdom and anointed princes to rule the people.
14 By the law of the LORD he judged the nation, when he visited the encampments of Jacob.
15 As a trustworthy prophet he was sought out and his words proved him true as a seer.
16 He, too, called upon God, and offered him a suckling lamb;
17 Then the LORD thundered forth from heaven, and the tremendous roar of his voice was
heard.
18 He brought low the rulers of the enemy and destroyed all the lords of the Philistines.
19 When Samuel approached the end of his life, he testified before the LORD and his anointed
prince,
“No bribe or secret gift have I taken from any man!” and no one dared gainsay him.
20 Even when he lay buried, his guidance was sought; he made known to the king his fate,
And from the grave he raised his voice as a prophet, to put an end to wickedness.
Sir. 47
Nathan, David and Solomon
1 After him came NATHAN who served in the presence of David.
2 Like the choice fat of the sacred offerings, so was DAVID in Israel.
3 He made sport of lions as though they were kids, and of bears, like lambs of the flock.
4 As a youth he slew the giant and wiped out the people’s disgrace,
When his hand let fly the slingstone that crushed the pride of Goliath.
5 Since he called upon the Most High God, who gave strength to his right arm
To defeat the skilled warrior and raise up the might of his people,
6 Therefore the women sang his praises and ascribed to him tens of thousands.
When he assumed the royal crown, he battled 7 and subdued the enemy on every side.
He destroyed the hostile Philistines and shattered their power till our own day.
8 With his every deed he offered thanks to God Most High, in words of praise.
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With his whole being he loved his Maker and daily had his praises sung;
9 He added beauty to the feasts and solemnized the seasons of each year
With string music before the altar, providing sweet melody for the psalms
10 So that when the Holy Name was praised, before daybreak the sanctuary would resound.
11 The LORD forgave him his sins and exalted his strength forever;
He conferred on him the rights of royalty and established his throne in Israel.
12 Because of his merits he had as his successor a wise son, who lived in security:
13 SOLOMON reigned during an era of peace, for God made tranquil all his borders.
He built a house to the name of God, and established a lasting sanctuary.
14 How wise you were when you were young, overflowing with instruction, like the Nile in
flood!
15 Your understanding covered the whole earth, and, like a sea, filled it with knowledge.
16 Your fame reached distant coasts, and their peoples came to hear you;
17 With song and story and riddle, and with your answers, you astounded the nations.
18 You were called by that glorious name which was conferred upon Israel.
Gold you gathered like so much iron, you heaped up silver as though it were lead;
19 But you abandoned yourself to women and gave them dominion over your body.
20 You brought dishonor upon your reputation, shame upon your marriage,
Wrath upon your descendants, and groaning upon your domain;
21 Thus two governments came into being, when in Ephraim kingship was usurped.
22 But God does not withdraw his mercy, nor permit even one of his promises to fail.
He does not uproot the posterity of his chosen one, nor destroy the offspring of his friend.
So he gave to Jacob a remnant, to David a root from his own family.
23 Solomon finally slept with his fathers, and left behind him one of his sons,
Expansive in folly, limited in sense, REHOBOAM, who by his policy made the people rebel;
Until one arose who should not be remembered, the sinner who led Israel into sin,
Who brought ruin to Ephraim 24 and caused them to be exiled from their land.
Elijah and Elisha
Their sinfulness grew more and more, 25 and they lent themselves to every evil,
Sir. 48
1 Till like a fire there appeared the prophet whose words were as a flaming furnace.
2 Their staff of bread he shattered, in his zeal he reduced them to straits;
3 By God’s word he shut up the heavens and three times brought down fire.
4 How awesome are you, ELIJAH!
Whose glory is equal to yours?
5 You brought a dead man back to life from the nether world, by the will of the LORD.
6 You sent kings down to destruction, and nobles, from their beds of sickness.
7 You heard threats at Sinai, at Horeb avenging judgments.
8 You anointed kings who should inflict vengeance, and a prophet as your successor.
9 You were taken aloft in a whirlwind, in a chariot with fiery horses.
10 You are destined, it is written, in time to come to put an end to wrath before the day of the
LORD,
To turn back the hearts of fathers toward their sons, and to reestablish the tribes of Jacob.
11 Blessed is he who shall have seen you before he dies, 12 O Elijah, enveloped in the
whirlwind!
Then ELISHA, filled with a twofold portion of his spirit, wrought many marvels by his mere
word.
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During his lifetime he feared no one, nor was any man able to intimidate his will.
13 Nothing was beyond his power; beneath him flesh was brought back into life.
14 In life he performed wonders, and after death, marvelous deeds.
15 Despite all this the people did not repent, nor did they give up their sins,
Until they were rooted out of their land and scattered all over the earth.
But Judah remained, a tiny people, with its rulers from the house of David.
16 Some of these did what was right, but others were extremely sinful.
Hezekiah and Isaiah
17 HEZEKIAH fortified his city and had water brought into it;
With iron tools he cut through the rock and he built reservoirs for water.
18 During his reign Sennacherib led an invasion and sent his adjutant;
He shook his fist at Zion and blasphemed God in his pride.
19 The people’s hearts melted within them, and they were in anguish like that of childbirth.
20 But they called upon the Most High God and lifted up their hands to him;
He heard the prayer they uttered, and saved them through ISAIAH.
21 God struck the camp of the Assyrians and routed them with a plague.
22 For Hezekiah did what was right and held fast to the paths of David,
As ordered by the illustrious prophet Isaiah, who saw the truth in visions.
23 In his lifetime he turned back the sun and prolonged the life of the king.
24 By his powerful spirit he looked into the future and consoled the mourners of Zion;
25 He foretold what should be till the end of time, hidden things yet to be fulfilled.
Sir. 49
Josiah and the Prophets
1 The name JOSIAH is like blended incense, made lasting by a skilled perfumer.
Precious is his memory, like honey to the taste, like music at a banquet.
2 For he grieved over our betrayals, and destroyed the abominable idols.
3 He turned to God with his whole heart, and, though times were evil, he practiced virtue.
4 Except for David, Hezekiah and Josiah, they all were wicked;
They abandoned the Law of the Most High, these kings of Judah, right to the very end.
5 So he gave over their power to others, their glory to a foolish foreign nation
6 Who burned the holy city and left its streets desolate,
As JEREMIAH had foretold; 7 for they had treated him badly who even in the womb had been
made a prophet,
To root out, pull down, and destroy, and then to build and to plant.
8 EZEKIEL beheld the vision and described the different creatures of the chariot;
9 He also referred to JOB, who always persevered in the right path.
10 Then, too, the TWELVE PROPHETS— may their bones return to life from their resting
place!—
Gave new strength to Jacob and saved him by their faith and hope.
The Heroes After the Exile
11 How can we fittingly praise ZERUBBABEL, who was like a signet ring on God’s right hand,
12 And Jeshua, Jozadak’s son?
In their time they built the house of God;
They erected the holy temple, destined for everlasting glory.
13 Extolled be the memory of NEHEMIAH!
He rebuilt our ruined walls,
Restored our shattered defenses, and set up gates and bars.
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The Earliest Patriarchs
14 Few on earth have been made the equal of ENOCH, for he was taken up bodily.
15 Was ever a man born like JOSEPH?
Even his dead body was provided for.
16 Glorious, too, were SHEM and SETH and ENOS; but beyond that of any living being
was the splendor of ADAM.
Sir. 50
Simon, Son of Jochanan
1 The greatest among his brethren, the glory of his people, was SIMON the priest, son of
Jochanan,
In whose time the house of God was renovated, in whose days the temple was reinforced.
2 In his time also the wall was built with powerful turrets for the temple precincts;
3 In his time the reservoir was dug, the pool with a vastness like the sea’s.
4 He protected his people against brigands and strengthened his city against the enemy.
5 How splendid he was as he appeared from the tent, as he came from within the veil!
6 Like a star shining among the clouds, like the full moon at the holyday season;
7 Like the sun shining upon the temple, like the rainbow appearing in the cloudy sky;
8 Like the blossoms on the branches in springtime, like a lily on the banks of a stream;
Like the trees of Lebanon in summer, 9 like the fire of incense at the sacrifice;
Like a vessel of beaten gold, studded with precious stones;
10 Like a luxuriant olive tree thick with fruit, like a cypress standing against the clouds;
11 Vested in his magnificent robes, and wearing his garments of splendor,
As he ascended the glorious altar and lent majesty to the court of the sanctuary.
12 When he received the sundered victims from the priests while he stood before the sacrificial
wood,
His brethren ringed him about like a garland, like a stand of cedars on Lebanon;
13 All the sons of Aaron in their dignity clustered around him like poplars,
With the offerings to the LORD in their hands, in the presence of the whole assembly of Israel.
14 Once he had completed the services at the altar with the arranging of the sacrifices for the
Most High,
15 And had stretched forth his hand for the cup, to offer blood of the grape,
And poured it out at the foot of the altar, a sweet-smelling odor to the Most High God,
16 The sons of Aaron would sound a blast, the priests, on their trumpets of beaten metal;
A blast to resound mightily as a reminder before the Most High.
17 Then all the people with one accord would quickly fall prostrate to the ground
In adoration before the Most High, before the Holy One of Israel.
18 Then hymns would re-echo, and over the throng sweet strains of praise resound.
19 All the people of the land would shout for joy, praying to the Merciful One,
As the high priest completed the services at the altar by presenting to God the sacrifice due;
20 Then coming down he would raise his hands over all the congregation of Israel.
The blessing of the LORD would be upon his lips, the name of the LORD would be his glory.
21 Then again the people would lie prostrate to receive from him the blessing of the Most High.
22 And now, bless the God of all, who has done wondrous things on earth;
Who fosters men’s growth from their mother’s womb, and fashions them according to his will!
23 May he grant you joy of heart and may peace abide among you;
24 May his goodness toward us endure in Israel as long as the heavens are above.
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Epilogue and Canticles
25 My whole being loathes two nations, the third is not even a people:
26 Those who live in Seir and Philistia, and the degenerate folk who dwell in Shechem.
27 Wise instruction, appropriate proverbs, I have written in this book,
I, Jesus, son of Eleazar, son of Sirach, as they gushed forth from my heart’s understanding.
28 Happy the man who meditates upon these things, wise the man who takes them to heart!
29 If he puts them into practice, he can cope with anything, for the fear of the LORD is his lamp.
Sir. 51
1 I give you thanks, O God of my father; I praise you, O God my savior!
I will make known your name, refuge of my life; 2 you have been my helper against my
adversaries.
You have saved me from death, and kept back my body from the pit,
From the clutches of the nether world you have snatched my feet; 3 you have delivered me, in
your great mercy
From the scourge of a slanderous tongue, and from lips that went over to falsehood;
From the snare of those who watched for my downfall, and from the power of those who sought
my life;
From many a danger you have saved me, 4 from flames that hemmed me in on every side;
From the midst of unremitting fire,
5 From the deep belly of the nether world;
From deceiving lips and painters of lies, 6 from the arrows of dishonest tongues.
I was at the point of death, my soul was nearing the depths of the nether world;
7 I turned every way, but there was no one to help me, I looked for one to sustain me, but could
find no one.
8 But then I remembered the mercies of the LORD, his kindness through ages past;
For he saves those who take refuge in him, and rescues them from every evil.
9 So I raised my voice from the very earth, from the gates of the nether world, my cry.
10 I called out: O Lord, you are my father, you are my champion and my savior;
Do not abandon me in time of trouble, in the midst of storms and dangers.
11 I will ever praise your name and be constant in my prayers to you.
Thereupon the LORD heard my voice, he listened to my appeal;
12 He saved me from evil of every kind and preserved me in time of trouble.
For this reason I thank him and I praise him; I bless the name of the LORD.
13 When I was young and innocent, I sought wisdom.
14 She came to me in her beauty, and until the end I will cultivate her.
15 As the blossoms yielded to ripening grapes, the heart’s joy,
My feet kept to the level path because from earliest youth I was familiar with her.
16 In the short time I paid heed, I met with great instruction.
17 Since in this way I have profited, I will give my teacher grateful praise.
18 I became resolutely devoted to her— the good I persistently strove for.
19 I burned with desire for her, never turning back.
I became preoccupied with her, never weary of extolling her.
My hand opened her gate and I came to know her secrets.
20 For her I purified my hands; in cleanness I attained to her.
At first acquaintance with her, I gained understanding such that I will never forsake her.
21 My whole being was stirred as I learned about her; therefore I have made her my prize
possession.
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22 The LORD has granted me my lips as a reward, and my tongue will declare his praises.
23 Come aside to me, you untutored, and take up lodging in the house of instruction;
24 How long will you be deprived of wisdom’s food, how long will you endure such bitter thirst?
25 I open my mouth and speak of her: gain, at no cost, wisdom for yourselves.
26 Submit your neck to her yoke, that your mind may accept her teaching.
For she is close to those who seek her, and the one who is in earnest finds her.
27 See for yourselves! I have labored only a little, but have found much.
28 Acquire but a little instruction; you will win silver and gold through her.
29 Let your spirits rejoice in the mercy of God, and be not ashamed to give him praise.
30 Work at your tasks in due season, and in his own time God will give you your reward.
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